
THE 15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JULY 11, 2021 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Robertson (retired) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Scott Dzurka 
Parish Secretary • Deb Light 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Dave Klein 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Preparation • Fr. Michael Williams 
Baptism • Nancy Joseph 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Education •  
Confirmation •   
Youth Group • Nancy Poff 
Adult Faith Formation • Nancy Joseph 
Evangelization • Nancy Joseph 
Please call the parish office for more 
information on our Family Ministries. 

Medical Emergencies requiring an 
Anointing of the Sick: (989) 227-1244 

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Education Office: (989) 224-8537 

Regular Mass Schedule 
Saturday • 5:00 pm 
Sunday • 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 PM 
(Holy Days • Consult the bulletin.) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday • 4:00 pm 
Tuesday • 6:30 pm 

Prayer Tree & To Bring Up The Gifts 
Parish Office, 989-224-8994 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Mondays at Noon for the following weekend. Send 
to stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

109 Linden Street 
Saint Johns, Michigan 48879-1837 
(989) 224-8994
Fax: (989) 224-3475
www.stjoecatholic.com
stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com
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Eucharistic Adoration 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha (1656 to 1680) 
Memorial July 14 

Native American Agonquin-Mohawk Indian 
known for her virtue of Chastity. 

Do we love the Eucharistic Lord?  One of the best 

ways to grow in the love of our Eucharistic Jesus is to 

spend time with Him in adoration.  Blessed Kateri 

knew his as she would spend as much time as her du-

ties allowed in Church adoring the Blessed Sacrament.  

Even a bad snowstorm wouldn’t stop her as she 

would tread through knee deep snow to spend more 

time with our beloved Lord. 

If you are interested in committing to spending time in 

adoration of Our Lord for one hour per month or 

one hour per week or in being a sub, call/text Re-

becca at 989-292-2072 for more information.

THE SANCTUARY LAMP 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP WILL BURN FROM 

JULY 11TH - JULY 17TH 

In Memory of: 

Donald Ott 

Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
Linda  
Shirley 
Stan & Millie Wassa, 
Jeff  & Charles Wadell  

Dan Boak 
Daniel Blair 
Mary 
Noah 
Donna Smith 
Joan Bozung  
Brian Ritter 
Beverly 
Patricia 
Walter & Jennie 
Pytlowanyj 
Myah 

Sally Lorenc, 
Brad Walker 
Matthew 
Joseph Caudy 
Bob 
Jason Thelen 
Jacob Epling 
Rhonda Chamberlain 
Adam 
Deb 

Our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 
Joseph Dershem 
Alex Detloff  
Jake Hoskins 
Joseph Larsen 
Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 
Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  

Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 
David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 
Jordan Van Amburg 
Jacob Wells 
William Hess 
Joshua Szpont 

To add or remove a 
name from the bul-

letin prayer list, 
please call: 989-224-
8994 or email  
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 

*Please note: only
immediate family
members may add 
names to the bulle-
tin prayer lists.

THE PARISH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS WILL BE: 

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, AND 

THURSDAY 

9:00 A.M. to NOON 

1:00 P.M. to 5:30 P.M. 

Monday ● July 12 
Saints John Jones and John Wall 
Exodus 1:8-14, 22 | Matthew 10:34-11:1 

No Mass 
Tuesday ● July 13  
Saint Henry 
Exodus 2:1-15a | Matthew 11:20-24 

7:00 p.m. †Lewis Kramer 
   By:  Family 

Wednesday ● July 14 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12 | Matthew 11:25-27 

12:05 p.m. †Patricia Piechocki 
   By: Tom & Mary Hutton 

Thursday ● July 15 
Saint Bonaventure  
Exodus 3:13-20 | Matthew 11:28-30 

8:30 a.m. †Don Randolph 
   By:  Bible Study 

Friday ● July 16
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Exodus 11:10-12:14 | Matthew 12:1-8 

8:30 a.m. †Lawrence & Marie Warnke 
   By:  Family 

Saturday ● July 17 
Saint Francis Solano 
Exodus 12:37-42 | Matthew 12:14-21 

5:00 p.m. †Mindy Barks 

Sunday ● July 18 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Jeremiah 23:1-6 | Ephesians 2:13-18 | Mark 6:30-34 

8:00 a.m. People of the parish 

 10:00 a.m. †Sidney Longjohn 
   By: The Rehmann Family 

   12:00 p.m. †Chuck Heyer 
   By: Ron & Kay Atkinson 

6:00 p.m. Spanish Mass 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(and whatever else is on
Deacon Eric’s mind)

Lyres and Liars

Psalm 57 came up in my morning 
prayers last week. It contains the 
word “lyre,” considered one of King 
David’s favorite musical 
instruments:

I will sing your praise, Awake, my 
soul
Awake lyre and harp, I will awake 
the dawn.

Later that day, I heard a Sirius XM 
host on the radio admit to being a 
liar, having flown in and out of New 
York City for business during the 
height of the pandemic - a time that 
included strict New York 
quarantine restrictions. He said he 
used a false name.

“Lyre” and “liar” on the same day, 
there’s definitely a column there I 
thought. But where?

The word liar, made me think of an 
old joke that involves the greatest 
liar of all time - the devil.  The joke 
itself, however, starts in heaven 
with a politician standing in front of 
St. Peter at the gates of heaven 
and St. Peter says:

“Well Senator, we don’t see many 
of your profession here,
It takes a lot of chutzpah
(remember St. Peter grew up 
Jewish)
To think you’ve earned a right to 
heaven
after making hundreds of empty 
promises to your constituents over 
the years.
My records show you lied to them, 
while lining your pockets with gold.
But since you’re already here, I’ll 
let you decide where you spend 
eternity.
You can spend one day in heaven 
and one day in hell and then 
choose.”

The senator agreed and spent the 
day in heaven, just floating about 
while angels played beautiful music 
on lyres and harps for the Lord. 
The senator was not all that 
impressed. The next day, the 
senator was  in hell, but it was not 
as he had imagined.
He was at the first tee on Augusta 
National, his favorite golf course. 
He went on to make a hole-in-one 
on every hole, and celebrated with 
champagne, caviar and lobster, 
while reuniting with his old 
colleagues.

The senator picked hell when given 
the choice, but when St. Peter 
returned him there,

the senator found nothing but 
wailing and grinding of teeth, 
garbage heaps everywhere and 
the acrid smell of burning tires.  He 
confronted the Devil, saying “I was 
here yesterday and there was golf 
and wine and fine foods and today 
this (expletive deleted).” The Evil 
One smiled and said “yesterday, I 
was campaigning, today I am 
elected.”

Well, once again, I’m running out of 
space before making my point. 
Then again, maybe the joke is the 
point.  It’s not an attack on 
politicians as much as it is a wake-
up call for all of us who lie to 
ourselves about our relationship 
with the Lord.  Let’s get to 
Reconciliation and get right with 
God.

(BTW, a lyre is a “U-shaped” 
stringed instrument with a guitar-
like bridge.  A liar is someone who 
doesn’t tell the truth.  A lier is a 
person lying in a horizontal 
position.)

Deacon Eric 

deaconeric@hotmail.com

St. Vincent de Paul 
Is looking for 
volunteers.

The St. Vincent de Paul store in St. Johns is re-
cruiting additional store volunteers. We have 2-3 hour shifts.  
We use the resources from our store to assist families with 
emergency needs such as rent, utilities, clothing, household 
items, etc.  Our volunteers experience a huge amount of satis-
faction knowing the time they donate is making a difference 
in someone else’s life.  

We especially are looking for people to assist in our intake 
area.  These functions would include loading/unloading carts 
with donated items.  The intake volunteers would need to be 
able to lift items up to 25 lbs.

We could also use additional volunteers to process donations, 
others to price donations and cashiers.

If you would like to explore volunteer opportunities, 

please call 989 292 7057.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Job Opening at St. Joseph School 

Kindergarten Teacher 

We are accepting applications for a full time Kindergarten teaching po-

sition.  Applicants must hold a valid State of Michigan teaching certifi-

cate for the 2021-2022 year and an Early Childhood Education en-

dorsement (ZA or ZS) is preferred. 

The successful candidate must be dynamic, enthusiastic and possess the 

ability to work collaboratively within the school environment.  This 

position includes Religious Education as part of the daily curriculum; 

therefore, candidates should be a practicing Catholic with the ability to 

infuse Catholic faith and teaching throughout the curriculum.  Our staff 

is highly qualified and committed to developing intellectual, spiritual, 

emotional and social potential within each student.  To learn more 

about St. Joseph Parish and School, please visit our website at 

www.school.stjoecatholic.com. 

Please apply online at dioceseoflansing.org/human-resources/careers with a cover letter, resume, and credentials 

along with references.  Questions can be directed to Chris Wells at principal@stjoecatholicschool.org 

        The Food Box 

Donations help families in our community 
through the Emergency Food Assistance Pro-

gram at Capital Area Community Services 
(CACS).  Donations can be placed in the wooden 

box in the back of church, next to the free re-
sources rack.  

 If each family brought just one item for the Food 
Box with them on Sunday, we could fill that 

wooden box every week. 

Receiving Holy Eucharist on the tongue. 

For those of you who wish to partake of Holy 

Communion on the tongue, Fr. Mike will be 

distributing the Eucharist both ways (by hand and 

on the tongue).  If you wish to receive on the 

tongue, please only go to Fr. Mike as he is the 

only one distributing the Eucharist both ways. 

Thank-You 

Job Opening at St. Joseph School 

Music Teacher 

We are seeking a Music Teacher for 

our elementary school students in 

begindergarten through sixth grade.  

The candidate must have a teaching 

certification, music instruction pre-

ferred.  This is a part-time position of 

approximately 8 hours per week 

(typically 2 days of instruction for 12 

class sections).  Please submit cover 

letter, resume, references, and cre-

dentials to Chris Wells at  

principal@stjoecatholicschool.org 

July 17/18 

Eucharistic Ministers 
  5:00 PM Midge Sandahl & Kathy Randolph 
8:00 AM Richard Hollis, Pat Brya, 

Lu Anne Cuthbert, Dick Weller, 
and Dennis & Norma Bauer 

10:00 AM Amber Carn, Bridgette Voisinet, 
and Sue Fox 

12:00 PM Ed Canfield, Ron Dershem, and 
Tom Wenzlick 

Lectors 
5:00 PM Beth Swears 
8:00 AM Kathy Weller 

10:00 AM Jane Miller 
12:00 PM Colleen Smith 

Ushers 
5:00 PM Dennis Koenigsknecht and Group 5C 

8:00 AM Robert Karek and Group 8A 
10:00 AM John Thayer and Group 10D 
12:00 PM Mike Stoddard and Group 12A 

Counting Collections 
     July 12 ● Group 2 

Sanctuary Cleaners 
     July 17th ● Christine Boak & Mary Jane Boak 

Full schedules are 
available at 

www.stjoecathlic.c
om/schedules 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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For the week ending July 4, 2021   
Adults (263) Envelopes/Gifts:     $22,339.10 
(Including automated debits and online giving) 

Loose Cash:    $360.00 
Total:    $22,699.10 

Other Envelopes Received 
Education Trust Fund:………..…..$538.00 
Building Fund:…………………….....$198.00 
Tuition Scholarship Fund:……....$320.00 

Our weekly average since July 1, 2021 is 
$20,000.10  If we continue to keep this  
average we will meet our budgeted goal. 

The Children’s Collection will be donated to: 

Missionary Child-
hood Association 

Children’s and Youth envelopes are available at the 
back of the church and from the parish office. 

Watch your step on our steps! 

The stairs leading to the main wooden doors and to the 

Cass St. wooden doors are over 100 years old, and they 

are starting to show their age. 

Please be careful as you go up and down the stairs. 

We’re talking with contractors to get them repaired, but 

it’s likely to be several month’s before the work is done. 

Fr. Mike will be scheduling visits on Thursday Afternoons 

Been cooped up for a while and can’t get out to go to Mass or confession?  Good News!  Fr. Mike is making 
home visits to the home-bound and elderly of our parish.  The purpose of the visits will be to hear the person’s 
confession, distribute communion and celebrate the Sacrament of the Sick with those who wish to receive that 
Sacrament.  Thursday afternoons have been reserved on Fr. Mike’s calendar for this purpose but you can make 
arrangements for him to visit you anytime.  To schedule a visit from Fr. Mike please call the parish office.  To 
schedule a visit for someone else you must be a family member.  Please indicate if that person is able to receive 
the Eucharist and have been informed not to eat immediately prior to Fr. Mike’s visit.  Otherwise, Fr. Mike 
will not bring Communion with him when he visits. 

Liam Justin Longoria 
was Baptized on  

Tuesday, July 6, 2021,  
he is the son of  

Jacob Longoria &  
Danielle (Heckman) Longoria 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Online and in-person events happening in our area 

Online Event ~ July 17, 2021 

Behind the Veil 
A Virtual Look into Various Forms of Consecrated Life. 

For more information go to: 

tinyurl.com/BT-Veil 

In-Person Event ~ July 24 & 25, 2021 

Most Holy Trinity  in Fowler is having their parish festival on July 24 and 25.  There will be a 5K Run ~ 3 on 3 
Basketball Tournament ~ Volleyball Tournament.  For more information go to: 

mhtparish.com/parish-festival.html 

In-Person Event ~ July 15, 2021 

Thursday July 15th 
Men-on-Fire presents Dr. Mary Healy 
giving a talk titled: 

“Chosen from Eternity to Live this Moment in Time.” 
*WOMEN are invited to attend*

Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 9565 Musch Rd., Brighton MI 48116 
Mass 6:15pm 
Speaker presentation 7:00pm 
Refreshments 8:00pm 

In-Person Event ~ July 19, 2021 

St. Joseph-Pewamo invites you to join them for a speaker celebrating the Year of St. Joseph entitled “What is 
Freedom”.  Our faith is rich in understanding of the true meaning of freedom.  St. John Paul II spoke many 
times on the importance of freedom in our lives.  Come learn how embracing freedom in your daily life can 
bring you closer in your personal relationship with Christ.  Guest speaker:  Grace Verdun.  Learn more at  

stjosephpewamo.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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October 2021

Upcoming Events

“GOD’S LOVE HAS BEEN POURED INTO OUR HEARTS THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN US.” ~ ROMANS 5:5

The FIRST Annual Michigan Catholic Women’s Conference

Women from five Diocese - Detroit, Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, Lansing, and Saginaw - come together to 

focus on their faith and experience the fellowship of sisterhood in Christ Jesus.  Throughout the day, 

women will be encouraged and inspired to focus and grow their faith by hearing from Catholic speak-

ers, engaging in praise and worship music, and celebrating holy Mass with our bishops.   The conference 

will be held at the Lansing Center in Lansing on Oct. 16

Register NOW at:  www.michigancwc.or

Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968
WATER WELLS & PUMP SERVICE

Family owned
business for

over 20 years

(517) 651-2211

• Cataract Treatment
• Laser Treatments

• Diabetic Care
• Routine Eye Exams

1000 E. Sturgis St. • Suite 3 • St. Johns

Clinton ophthalmology
BRANDY COOK, DO • 989.224.1452

3 locations to serve you:
St. JohnS office

989-224-9511
fowler Branch

989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

Lowell Granite Company

CALL ME FOR YOUR MONUMENT NEEDS,
I WILL MEET WITH YOU AT YOUR HOME.

11263 W. 3rd • FOWLER

DALE THELEN
989.640.3331

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner 504 E. Steel

MILLER'S
REDI-MIX, INC.

Quality Concrete with Good Service

6218 Wright Rd. - Westphalia • 587-6511
989-224-4960

707 N. Traver 
Ron & Judy Dershem 

www.stjohnsministorage.com

St. Johns
mini storage

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

McDonald’s of  St. Johns
Owners, Brandon & Kelly Van Poppelen

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

For Advertising Information call:
GREG POPE  (800) 783-1623

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1034

Family
Funeral Homes Hapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

ass St., St. Johns • 989-224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA
DOUG

NURENBERG
FICF, LUTCF

Life Insurance
Annuities  

Long Term Care 
Disability Income

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

989-292-1583

1825 South US-27
Breakfast Specials Until 11am

Homemade Soups • Daily Specials

224-4263

The
WHEEL INN

Rehmann's

JEANS SHOP and
BIG & TALL DEPARTMENT

Men's Wear & Shoes
TUXEDO RENTAL

224-2139

THE HUB
TIRE CENTER

 819 N US 27 hubtires.com 224-3218
Serving Clinton County for 57 Years

Front-End Alignment  Complete Tire Service

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
593-3399

TOM MILLER, OWNER

T.H. MILLER
EXCAVATING, INC.

8900 W M-21, St. Johns

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com

135 N. BATH
FOWLERathews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

Showroom at
610 E GIBBS ST.

Roofing, Siding, Windows,
Entry Doors, Eavestrough,

Porch Enclosures

224-3691 224-8626

Garage Doors & Openers
Residential & Commercial

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

2100 S. US-27
St. Johns

989.224.2345

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

132 N MaiN

Fowler

Home Town Service

Dave Schroeder • Dave Schroeder II
Parishioners

593-2280

IEBER
UMBER

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

Dr. Amy Gentner and Dr. Kayla Weatherwax
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Mark J. Connelly, D.D.S.

224-2379
911 E STATE ST.

Family Cosmetic &
Sedation Dentistry

stjohnsdentist.com

St. John's
Dental Care

224-3500

10%
OFF!
With

Coupon
Join us for our IN HOUSE SPECIAL

at Bruno’s every Sunday.
1/2 off ANY PIZZA!

Family FriendlyOffice: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879
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