
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  JULY 10, 2022 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Robertson (retired) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Scott Dzurka 
Parish Secretary • Deb Light 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Dave Klein 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Preparation • Fr. Michael Williams 
Baptism • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Education •  Jen Nelson 
Confirmation •  Jen Nelson 
Youth Group • Chris Groves 
Please call the parish office for more 
information on our Family Ministries. 
 

Medical Emergencies requiring an 
Anointing of the sick, please call 989-227-1244. 

 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Education Office: (989) 224-8537 
 
Regular Mass Schedule 
Saturday • 5:00 pm 
Sunday • 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 PM 
(Holy Days • Consult the bulletin.) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday • 4:00 pm 
 
Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 
 
BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Mondays at Noon for the following weekend. Send 
to stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Beverly 

Danial Blair 
Bob 

Joan Bozung 
Carol Burgtorf 

Joseph Caudy 
Rhonda Chamberlain 

Jacob Epling 
Friend 

Marcia Goerge 
Alan Gove 

Korine 
Mary 

Matthew 
Myah 
Noah 

Danielle P. 

Patricia 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Jerry Schafer 
Donna Smith 
Jason Thelen 
Jeff Wadell 
Brad Walker 
Renate Ward 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 

 
 

Our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

Bryce Bongard 
William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulletin prayer list, 
please call: 989-224-
8994 or email  
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 

*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
tin prayer lists. 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP 
 

WILL BURN FROM  

JULY 10TH - JULY 16TH  

 

In Memory of 
 

Denis, Mary Lou, Dee (Thelen), 
Ron and Dave 
Rademacher 

Monday ● July 11 
Saint Benedict 
Isaiah 1:10-17 | Matthew 10:34—11:1 

No Mass 
Tuesday ● July 12  
Saints John Jones and John Wall 
Isaiah 7:1-9 | Matthew 11:20-24 
7:00 p.m.  Mass will be in the Day Chapel 
Mass Intention:  †Darrell Garner  By:  Camila Hufnagel and Family 

Wednesday ● July 13 
Saint Henry 
Isaiah 10:5-7, 13b-16 | Matthew 11:25-27 

12:05 p.m.  Mass will be in the Day Chapel 

Mass Intention:  †Jan Sipkovsky  By:  Sue Detloff 

Thursday ● July 14 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 | Matthew 11:28-30 

8:30 a.m.  Mass will be in the Day Chapel 

Mass Intention:  †Leon Nurenberg and Joan & Clarence  

                                Mikolajczak  By:  Family 

Friday ● July 15 
Saint Bonaventure 
Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8 | Matthew 12:1-8 

8:30 a.m.  Mass will be in the Day Chapel 
Mass Intention:  †Roger Harr  By:  Bill & Judy Fox and Family 

Saturday ● July 16 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Micah 2:1-5 | Matthew 12:14-21 

5:00 p.m.  Mass will be in the Wilson Center Auditorium 
Mass Intention:  †Margerita Alor  By:  Hufnagel Family 

Sunday ● July 17  
Saint Francis Solano 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Genesis 18:1-10a | Colossians 1:24-28 | Luke 10:38-42 

8:00 a.m.  Mass will be in the Wilson Center Auditorium 
Mass Intention:  †Margaret Klein  By:  Lisa & Charlie Wieber 

10:00 a.m.  Mass will be in the Wilson Center Auditorium 
Mass Intention:  †Alvin Booms  By:  Chris & Brenda DeLiso 

12:00 p.m.  Mass will be in the Wilson Center Auditorium 

Mass Intention:  People of the Parish 

6:00 p.m.  Spanish Mass  Mass will be in the Day Chapel 

St. Francis Retreat Center 

703 E Main St. 

DeWitt MI 48820 

Phone: 517-669-8321 

website: www.stfrancis.ws 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 
 

72 And Counting 
 

Skeptics may say you can 
make statistics say anything, 
but when it comes to the first 
century Jewish culture, num-
bers can have very specific 
meanings. For example, to the 
Jews, seven symbolizes perfec-
tion. It has its roots in the Crea-
tion story where God rested on 
the seventh day because his 
work was complete.  The num-
ber twelve, or a multiple of it, 
often is a symbol for the twelve 
tribes of Israel or the twelve 
apostles.  Such was the case in 
last week’s gospel from Luke. 
 
“The Lord appointed a further 
seventy-two and sent them in 
pairs before him to every town 
and place he intended to vis-
it." (Lk 10:1) Seventy-two, of 
course, is a multiple of twelve, 
and in this instance references 
the number of nations in the 
world at that point. Luke makes 
an interesting point that the dis-

ciples were sent out in pairs.  
There are many ways to evan-
gelize, and doing so in pairs is a 
very effective one. 
 
In his assessment of this gospel 
selection, Bishop Robert Barron 
reminds us that “We are a mis-
sionary Church. We are sent by 
the Lord to spread his word and 
do his work. The Christian Gos-
pel is just not something that we 
are meant to cling to for our 
own benefit.”  There are several 
reasons, he says, why they 
went in pairs: to establish team-
work, provide witness, and to 
create a built-in support system. 
 
Bishop Barron continues: “We 
do this work together, with oth-
ers, in community. Ministers 
need people to support them 
and pray for them. Francis has 
an experience of God and then, 
within months, gathers people 
around him; Dominic, from the 
beginning, has brothers in his 
work; Mother Teresa attracted a 
number of her former students 
to join her in her mission.”  
 
We all could take a lesson from 
this, especially if we have 

sometimes felt alone and a bit 
insecure when trying to spread 
God’s Word.  Asking a friend or 
family member to join us when 
talking to someone who has 
fallen away or is seeking the 
Lord can help us take that first 
step.  
 
Bishop Barron reminds us that 
the Gospel is not just for individ-
ual use.  Quiet prayer helps us 
grow in understanding it, but 
our job is also to share it; and 
doing so with another disciple is 
a great route to take.  The disci-
ples in last week’s gospel en-
joyed zapping demons like we 
might pick off mechanical ducks 
at the Ionia Free Fair. Jesus 
reminded them that the power 
to cast out demons was sec-
ondary to having their names 
written in heaven.  Though we 
may not have that power, we 
can spread the word of the Lord 
and work toward getting our 
names on that list. 

 

Deacon Eric 

deaconeric@hotmail.com 

Rest In Peace 
 

 
Our prayers and  

sympathies to the family and 

friends of 

 

Joan Doty 

Renovation Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

  St. Joseph, patron of craftsmen, through your intercession 
may the Holy Spirit guide all who work to renovate our wor-
ship space. 

  May God provide them the grace to safely transform our his-
toric faith home into a lasting, beautiful, and welcoming place 
of worship. 

  St. Joseph, patron of families and our parish, be with us as we 
undertake this journey together. Amen 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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July 16/17 

Altar Servers 

      5:00 PM  Volunteers 
 8:00 AM  Volunteers 
 10:00 AM Group 3 
 12:00 PM   Volunteers 

Eucharistic Ministers 

       5:00 PM Group 1 
 8:00 AM  Group 1 
 10:00 AM Group 1 
 12:00 PM   Group 1 

Lectors 

 5:00 PM Lisa W. 
 8:00 AM Trevor H. 
 10:00 AM Ted S. 
 12:00 PM Mary Beth E. 
 

Ushers 

 5:00 PM Dave P. and Group 5C 
 8:00 AM Tom K and Group  8C 
 10:00 AM Steve S. and Group 10D 
 12:00 PM Ron D. and Group 12A 
 

Counting Collections 

     July 11, 2022  ● Group 4 
 

Day Chapel Cleaners 

    July 16th ● Pat S. and Mary H. 

Position Opening 
 

We are accepting applications for a part-time RCIA Di-

rector.  The duties include developing, implementing, 

and maintaining our RCIA program according to the 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and the National 

Statues on the Catechumenate in addition to other rele-

vant Church documents. 

 

Candidates must possess a bachelor’s degree in Catholic 

Theological Studies, Religious Education, or equivalent.  

Minimum two years of ministry and/or teaching experi-

ence.  Hours are approximately 15 hours per week from 

mid-August through the Easter Season.  Full position de-

scription is available at https://www.stjoecatholic.com/

hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/RCIA-

Director-Position.pdf.  Apply online at 

www.dioceseoflansing.org/human-resources/careers or 

send your resume, cover letter, and references to Susan 

Mahoney, St. Joseph Church, 109 Linden St., St. Johns, 

MI 48879, email:  business.stjoseph@gmail.com. 

 

NEW POSITION OPENING: 

 St. Joseph Church is accepting 

applications for a part-time 

Bookkeeper.  The Bookkeeper 

will work closely with the 

Business Manager, maintain 

the accounting ledger using 

double-entry bookkeeping, process receivables and 

payables, and prepare payroll.  Applicant must 

have an associate degree in accounting or equiva-

lent experience, have familiarity with accounting 

software, and be proficient with Excel. 
 

This position is 10-15 hours per week, year-

round.  Full position description is available at 

www.stjoecatholic.com/forms/ If you are someone 

who fully embraces the teachings and mission of 

the Catholic Church and are interested in working 

in this environment, apply online at www. 

dioceseoflansing.org/human-resources/careers or 

send your resume, cover letter, and references to 

Susan Mahoney, St. Joseph Church, 109 Linden St., 

St. Johns, MI 48879, email:  business.stjoseph 

@gmail.com. 

Job opening at 

Most Holy Trinity School 
 

Most Holy Trinity School is accepting applica-

tions for a part-time school administrative assis-

tant beginning in August 2022. A successful can-

didate can demonstrate a high level of commu-

nication skills, discretion in conversation in order 

to maintain school/student/family privacy, or-

ganization, computer software skills, and flexibil-

ity. He or she should also be able to make inde-

pendent decisions consistent with the overall 

mission of the school.  Applicants must have a 

high school diploma and experience as an office 

assistant with a warm, welcoming personality. 

Preference will be given to practicing Catholics 

who are active members in their parish commu-

nity.  Letters of application and resumes should 

be sent to Anne Hufnagel at Most Holy Trinity 

Parish either by email principal@mhtparish.com, 

dropped off at the MHT Parish office, or sent to 

the following address:  545 N. Maple St., 

Fowler, MI, 48835.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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For the weekend of July 3, 2022   

Adults (139) Envelopes/Gifts:…..….…….$10,794.00 
(Including automated debits and online giving) 
Loose Cash:……………….………………..………….$408.00 
Total:…………………………..………….………...$11,202.00 
 

Other Envelopes Received 

Education Trust Fund:…..…..…………..….…..$338.00 
Building Fund:…………………..........................$88.00 
Tuition Scholarship Fund:….…..……...………...$10.00 
 

Our weekly average since July 1, 2022 is 
$11,202.00.  If we continue to keep this average, 
we will not meet our budgeted goal. 

The Children’s Collection will be donated to: 
 

St Johns Baby Pantry 

Pilgrimage to Rome City, Indiana 

to visit the site of Our Lady of America 

 

   A caravan of parishioners will be traveling to the pilgrimage site of Our Lady of 

   America in Rome City, IN on Saturday, August 6th.  This is the site of the alleged  

   Marian apparitions to Sister Mary Ephrem in 1956. 
 

   There will be Mass led by Bishop Kevin Rhodes of South Bend, IN, First Saturday  

   Devotions, reconciliation, rosary, and a tour of the grounds.  Bring a container to  

   collect spring water that flows from the Kneipp Springs on the property. 
 

For a history of this private devotion, please visit the Our Lady of America website at  

www.PatronessofAmerica.org. 

 

If you have questions, please contact either Ann Gifford at 989-418-0147 or Kathy George at  

989-292-2564. 

Clinton County Right to Life 

Mint Festival Baby Contest. 
 

Do you have a beautiful baby in your life?  

All babies up to the age of 24 months are 

eligible and the entrance fee is $5.00. 

 

Voting in the contest will be through donation.  

Proceeds from the contest will be used to support 

our work to advance and protect pro-life laws in 

Michigan.  Contact Mary Beth at 989-227-0088 for 

a registration form. 

     Our worship space renovation is proceeding on 

schedule.  Crews have been busy taking out the 

pews, removing the paneling, and taking down the 

air conditioning and sound system to protect them 

from the dust and dirt.  Next week, workers will be 

removing the old asbestos floor tile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder:  For your own safety, please don’t stop in 

to take a peek at the progress.  We will keep you up-

dated through the bulletin, website, and Facebook 

page. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Metamorphosis: How a Regular Guy Becomes a Deacon 

(Deacon Eric Elstro’s Journey to the Diaconate) 

 

The Call:  

     Did you ever get a call that you didn’t expect? You know the type that 

kind of left you confused, wondering if it was intended for you or not?  

That’s a lot like it was for me in the Spring of 2013.  I had been looking for 

more in my faith, but could never get enough.  I told Adult Faith Director 

Nancy Joseph that I felt like a sponge that couldn’t be saturated.  She 

asked if I had ever considered the diaconate; and though I had doubts the 

diocese would accept me at age 61, I started discerning. 
 

     For weeks on end, I repeatedly read and contemplated Jesus’ words, “Those who have ears to hear 

ought to hear.” But I heard nothing until, like Deacon Marv, I challenged the Lord for an answer to the 

question “Do you want me in the diaconate formation program or not?  Classes start in two weeks.”  In 

very “Jesus-like fashion,” his reply came in the form of a question: “Can you cut that last tether pre-

venting you from giving yourself totally to me?”  When I answered “Yes,” he removed all obstacles for 

me on the way to ordination in May 2019.  Eric, the regular guy in the pew, became Deacon Eric. The 

metamorphosis was complete. 
 

The Ministry: 

     Deacon Marv did a great job in describing the role of deacon in the modern world as a minister of 

the Word, minister of the altar, and the minister of charity.  We preach the gospel and assist the priest 

during Mass.  We are also allowed to preside over funeral services, Baptisms, and weddings.  But, the 

call to the diaconate is also a call to community. My primary focus outside of the church building is tak-

ing the Eucharist to parishioners who are no longer able to attend Mass. For me, that means taking Je-

sus to individual homes and residents at Grace Haven. 
 

     It’s hard for me to identify what brings me the greatest joy because differing roles generate different 

emotions.  There’s a satisfaction in knowing that people appreciate me not only for bringing them the 

Eucharist, but for taking 15-20 minutes to sit and talk with them.  There’s a different warmth I feel 

when bringing the Lord’s peace to those who are mourning.  I relish helping parishioners to better un-

derstand their faith. I enjoy preaching and writing my Sunday column. Baptisms have their own spiritual 

satisfaction. I could go on and on, but in the end, I guess my greatest joy is that the Lord called me to 

the diaconate and gave me an opportunity to serve others in his name. 
 

Graces: 

     A couple of months before I was ordained, I lunched with a deacon who was in the previous diaco-

nate class.  I asked him what the biggest change was that I would sense after being ordained.  He told 

me, “Graces like you have never imagined.”  He was 100 percent accurate.  And that is the message I 

would like to leave with anyone who is even remotely curious about looking into the diaconate. The 

time and effort that goes into diaconate formation is significant, but the spiritual reward and consola-

tions from the Lord are indescribable. An added bonus is how much my wife, Mary Beth, has grown 

spiritually as she’s walked by my side through formation and my early deacon years. So, I heartily urge 

those even remotely curious about this ministry to talk to me or my fellow deacons. You’ve got nothing 

to lose and infinite graces to gain. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Last Name: __________________________________

Birthdates:

Head: __________________________________ _________

Spouse:__________________________________ _________

Other Members:__________________________ _________

_________________________________________ _________

Address: ___________________________________________

Phones: _____________  for   ________________ Home / Cell

__________________  for   ________________ Home / Cell

Emails:  ____________________________________ for ___________ 

____________________________________________ for ____________

Why Be Registered?
Are you registered as a 

St. Joseph parishioner? 

Often people will attend Mass at our 

parish for years, but never officially 

register. Registering in a parish is a 

declaration of your desire to be a 

part of a Catholic community and to 

make a commitment to the St. 

Joseph parish community. 

Being a registered parishioner makes 

the process much easier when it is 

time for baptisms, weddings, Faith 

Formation registrations, baptismal or 

confirmation sponsorship and even 

funerals. To register, fill out the form 

on the right and put it in the Sunday 

collection or visit  

www.stjoecatholic.com/register

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968

• Cataract Treatment
• Laser Treatments

• Diabetic Care
• Routine Eye Exams

1000 E. Sturgis St. • Suite 3 • St. Johns

Clinton ophthalmology
BRANDY COOK, DO • 989.224.1452

3 locations to serve you:
St. JohnS office

989-224-9511
fowler Branch

989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner                     504 E. Steel

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

For Advertising Information call:
GREG POPE  616-295-0390

By frequenting these advertisers
you are directly supporting the

publication of this bulletin.

Call Greg Pope: 616-295-0390 or 
email: gpope@diocesan.com for details!

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1034

Family
Funeral Homes Hapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

ass St., St. Johns • 989-224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA
DOUG

NURENBERG
FICF, LUTCF

Life Insurance
Annuities  

Long Term Care 
Disability Income

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

989-292-1583

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
593-3399

TOM MILLER, OWNER

T.H. MILLER
EXCAVATING, INC.

8900 W M-21, St. Johns

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com

135 N. BATH
FOWLERathews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

2100 S. US-27
St. Johns

989.224.2345

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

Dr. Amy Gentner and Dr. Kayla Weatherwax
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Mark J. Connelly, D.D.S.

224-2379
911 E STATE ST.

Family Cosmetic &
Sedation Dentistry

stjohnsdentist.com

St. John's
Dental Care

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879
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