
CHRISTMAS DECEMBER 25, 2022

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Dave Klein 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
RCIA •  Amanda Grigar 
Youth Group • Chris Groves 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 

Medical Emergencies requiring an 
Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 

Regular Mass Schedule (See page 2 for loca�ons 
during the church renova�on) 
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n.) 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on (in the Day Chapel) 
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Mondays at Noon for the following weekend. Send 
to stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Beverly 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Daniel Blair 

Bob 
Joan Bozung 

Carol Burgtorf 
Joseph Caudy 
Jacob Epling 

Friend 
Marcia Goerge 

Korine 
Mary 

Matthew 
Myah 
Noah 

Danielle P. 
Patricia 

Jenny Pytlowanyj 
Jerry Schafer 
Donna Smith 
Jason Thelen 
Jeff Wadell 
Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 

Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

Bryce Bongard 
William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Jessica Mitchell 

Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 

To add or remove a 
name from the  

bulle�n prayer list, 
please call: 989-224-
8994 or email  
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 

*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n prayer lists.

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES  
Monday ● December 26 
 Feast of Saint Stephen 

Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59/Ma�hew 10:17-22 

 No Mass 

Tuesday ● December 27 
Feast of Saint John, Apostle and evangelist 
1 John 1:1-4/John 20:1a and 2-8 

No Mass 

Wednesday ● December 28 
Feast of Holy Innocents, martyrs 
1 John 1:5-2:2/Ma�hew 2:13-18 

 No Mass  

Thursday ● December 29 
1 John 2:3-11/Luke 2:22-35 

 No Mass  

Friday ●   December 30 
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ma�hew 2:13-15,19-23 

No Mass 

 Saturday ●  December  31 
 1 John 2:18-21/John 1:1-18 
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass  (in the Wilson Center Auditorium) 

†Tim Wiseman By: Charles & Lisa Wieber 
Sunday ●  January 1 

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Numbers 6:22-27/Gala�ans 4:4-7/Luke 2:16-21  

8:00 a.m. Mass (in the Wilson Center Auditorium) 
People of the parish 

10:00 a.m. Mass (in the Wilson Center Auditorium) 
†Leon and Ber�ne Thelen 

By:  Dan and LuAnn Cuthbert  
12:00 p.m. Mass (in the Wilson Center Auditorium)

†Laree Geller 
By  Charles and Lisa Wieber  

6:00  p.m.  Mass in Spanish  (in the Day Chapel) 
†Sofia Gonzalez 

 There will no be Confessions or  Masses  
December 26, 2022 through December 30, 2022.  
The Parish office* will also be closed at that time. 

*Collection counting will still take place on
Tuesday, December 27, 2022. 

Important:  
 mass locatIon 

Please keep an eye on the church’s 
Website (www.stjoecatholic.com) 

 and Facebook page  
for the Mass location in upcoming weeks. 
We will let you know as soon as we can, but it may be 

short notice. 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP 
WILL BURN FROM DECEMBER 25 - DECEMBER 31, 2022 

IN MEMORY OF 

ROBERT A. PETTY

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 3 
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 

When Today is Not Really 
Today 
As I write this, the Church is celebrat-
ing the feast of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe. As you read this, the Church is 
celebrating Christmas. (Ahh, the won-
ders of early Sunday bulletin column 
deadlines.) 

And before I talk about Christmas (for 
the reader), I’d like to take one minute 
and reflect on today’s (for the writer) 
feast honoring Our Lady, one of four 
feasts/memorials for Our Blessed 
Mother between December eighth and 
January first. For those who don’t 
know today’s (for the writer) feast, 
here’s how Bishop Robert Barron de-
scribes it: 

Though Franciscan missionaries 
had been laboring in Mexico for 
twenty years, they had made little 
progress. But within ten years of 
the appearance of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe practically the entire 
Mexican people, nine million 
strong, had converted to Christi-

anity. La Morena had proved a 
more effective evangelist than 
Peter, Paul, St. Patrick, and St. 
Francis Xavier combined!  And 
with that great national conver-
sion, the Aztec practice of human 
sacrifice came to an end. She 
had done battle with fallen spirits 
and had won a culture-changing 
victory for the God of love. 

The challenge for us who honor her 
today is to join the same fight. We 
must announce to our culture today 
the truth of the God of Israel, the God 
of Jesus Christ, the God of nonvio-
lence and forgiving love. And we 
ought, like La Morena, to be bearers 
of Jesus to a world that needs him 
more than ever. 

Today (for the reader) we are cele-
brating the birth of Jesus and you 
could say that Mary played an im-
portant part in that as well (duh!). Last 
week, we talked here about Joseph’s 
role, how he said “yes” to the angel of 
the Lord, not once, not twice, but three 
times. Mary, in her Fiat as recorded in 
the gospel of Luke, said “Yes” to put 
the whole infancy narrative in motion. 

The gospel on the feast of St. Lucy 
(Dec. 13) was the story of two sons 

who were given chores by their father. 
One said “No” but saw the error of his 
ways and completed his task. The oth-
er said “Yes” but did not complete his 
task. Mary and Joseph were each as-
signed a role by God, said “Yes” and 
went on to fulfill their roles in salvation 
history. As we celebrate Jesus’ birth-
day today and look forward to a new 
year in the coming days, why don’t we 
make a spiritual resolution to listen 
more closely for our heavenly direc-
tives, to say “Yes” to them and then 
follow through as Joseph and Mary 
did. 

And why don’t we all say a prayer to-
day for those who are grieving the loss 
of a loved one in the past year. This 
will be an especially difficult day for 
them and they will be in need of the 
Lord’s strength and peace to help 
them through. I thank all of you who 
take the time each week to read this 
column and pray that the Holy Spirit 
will continue in the new year to guide 
me in presenting relevant material to 
my readers, while hopefully bringing a 
grin or two in the process. God bless 
you all. 

Deacon Eric 
deaconeric@hotmail.com 

A Thank You from Fr. Mike: 
As we celebrate our Lord's birth, we are often given reason to pause and cherish our blessings. This 

season is a great time to reflect on the goodness with which the Lord constantly fills our lives.  

It is in that spirit that I would like to thank each of you for your presence in our faith community. 
Even if it's just simply attending Mass, your presence adds to the fullness of our community and 

the depth of our worship. If the Lord is calling you to do something new in the community in the coming year 

and you'd like to mull it over with someone, give me or one of our parish staff a call. We'd be more than happy to 
talk to you.  

I'd also like to thank all those who have been helping us "keep things together" during the renovation. A really big 

"thank you" to all our cantors, lectors, musicians, ushers and all  those who have helped with Mass while we've 
been at the Wilson Center. Also, I like to thank those of you who have sent me cards and gifts over the past couple 

of weeks. I really do appreciate it. Reflecting on all of these things it is clear to me that I am richly blessed to be 

your pastor. I thank the Lord for you and pray for His continued blessings upon you and your loved ones! Mer-
ry Christmas! ~ Fr. Mike 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4   BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

S���������� 
For the weekend of December 18, 2022  
Adults (155) Envelopes/Gi�s:  ........................ $16,963.60 

(Including online giving) 
Loose Cash: .......................................................... $514.00 
Total: ............................................................... $17,477.60 

Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: .......................................... $420.00 
Building Fund: ...................................................... $287.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund: .................................... $147.00 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2022 is $18,094.57.  If we 
con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our budgeted 
goal. 

THE  CHILDREN’S COLLECTION 
The Children’s Collection will be donated to: 

St Johns Baby Pantry 

 Miscellaneous Money Matters  
Year-End Contribution Statements for  
2022 will be mailed by the end of Janu-
ary.  In compliance with the IRS, any do-

nations postmarked after 12/31/22 or received in the 
office after 12/31/22 will be recorded as 2023 gifts.  
Your generosity this year toward the support of our 
parish has been appreciated! 

Thinking about starting automatic contributions?  
Click on the Online Giving link at 
www.stjoecatholic.com/donate to get started. 

Are you already using Online Giving?  Some-
times we set up automatic systems and forget to 
check them to make sure everything is current.  
Please take a few minutes to make sure that your do-
nation amount is correct and that your credit card or 
bank card hasn’t expired.  

IRA Required Minimum Distributions:  If you’re 
72 ½ years or older, donating your IRA required 
minimum distribution to the parish can be a way to 
pay less taxes.  Contact your investment advisor and 
the parish office to make a direct transfer so that the 
distribution doesn’t have to be claimed as income. 

Donate stocks, bonds, or mutual funds:  To avoid 
capital gains tax on appreciated securities, consider 
transferring them to St. Joe’s as your donation. Con-
tact your investment advisor and the parish office to 
make this transfer. 

K-9th Grade Religious Education Classes Celebrate
the Season! 

The K-9th grade Religious Education Program that meets 
on Wednesday evenings is learning to celebrate the sea-
sons with special nights dedicated throughout the pro-
gram year.  We started with the All Saints Family Night 
and recently the Advent Night to help families dive into 
living out the liturgical year.  The next night for celebrat-
ing the season will be Ash Wednesday, February 22, 
2023 at 6:00 p.m. as we prepare for Lent and attend 
Mass, then March 22, 2023 we’ll learn about the month 
dedicated to St. Joseph.  Family nights are a new addi-
tion to the regular Wednesday classes that are taught by 
Catechists; Jen Brewbaker (K-2nd), Karen Densmore (3-
5), and Ann Gifford (608), who dedicate their time and 
talent so generously. 

Thank you for all the donations from parishioners to help 
make these events (and the program a success), and to 
the 8th and 9th grade teens who have been helping as 
well! 

For more information regarding K-9th religious education 
classes, please contact Jen Nelson at 
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com or call (989) 224-8537. 

Youth Group is now 

High School Catechesis! 
This new program is more catechesis-based, focusing 
on forming our teens in their faith. They will establish 
an even better foundation before heading off into the 
world and to college or wherever the Lord may lead 
them. 
We meet every Wednesday night in the basement of 
the church (during renovations) from 7:15– 8:30 p.m. 
All High Schoolers are welcome to join! Our first class 
after the Christmas break will be January 11.  

For questions, contact Chris Groves, Youth Minister, 
at Youthminister.stjoseph@gmail.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION 

“And the Word became flesh and made His dwelling 
among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as of the 

Father’s only Son.”   John 1:14 

Jesus, the Word made Flesh, remains with us in the Holy Eucharist.  Stop in to 

our Day Chapel to spend time with Him this Christmas Season.     

Would you like more information about being a part of our Adoration team as a 

regular monthly adorer or sub?  Text or call Rebecca 989-292-2072. 

Welcome  

neWly baptized 

Isaiah William Olsen 

Son of  Eric and Logan Olsen 

FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 5 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
December 31/January 1 

 Altar Servers 5:00 p.m. Volunteers 

8:00 a.m. Volunteers 
10:00 a.m. Group 2 
12:00 p.m. Volunteers 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

5:00 p.m. Group 1 
8:00 a.m. Group 1 

10:00 a.m. Group 1 
12:00 p.m. Group 1 

Lectors 5:00 p.m.  Diane A. 

8:00 a.m.  Trevor H. 
10:00 a.m.  Steve M. 
12:00 p.m.  Linda S. 

Ushers 

5:00 p.m. Dave P. Group 5C 
8:00 a.m. Tom C. Group 8B 

10:00 a.m. Steve S. Group 10D 
12:00 p.m. Ron D. Group 12A 

Collection Counters 
Tuesday, December 27  ● Group 4 

Sanctuary/Day Chapel Cleaners 
On hiatus un�l a�er renova�on 

The Giving Tree Ministry 
 would like to thank their helpers, 
members of the Knights of Colum-
bus, and all the parishioners for 
being so generous this year with 
gifts for the giving tree.  Because 
of you, many of those less fortu-
nate will have a gift to open on 
Christmas day.   

Rest in Peace 
Our prayers and sympathies 
to the family and friends of 

Timothy Wiseman 

chrIstmas EncountEr 

Christmas is a special time of year: mankind is trans-
formed through acts of peace, joy, love, generosity, 
friendship and goodwill. We are stirred to the depths 
of our souls because Christmas is the decisive en-
counter between God and mankind; we are different 
as a people since the coming of Christ. Our 
“Christmas encounter” with God is not a seasonal 
event - we can encounter Him every day!  

Regardless of your background or circumstances, 
this is your opportunity to learn how to keep the 
peace, love, and joy of Christmas throughout the 
year.  

If you would like help getting started, or have ques-
tions, those of us at St. Joseph Parish are here for 
you. Contact the parish office or 
email rcia.stjosephparish@gmail.com. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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6   IMPORTANT INFORMATION SHARED 

Back in June we gave you this list of 
changes you’ll see in our church.  Check 
our progress against these photos. 

Light-colored porcelain �les to replace 
the wood paneling on the walls 

New altar, ambo, and tabernacle 
stand. 

Ivory and tan color scheme with ac-
cents of blue and metallic gold 

Special paint treatment with gold mo-
�fs on the wall behind the taber-
nacle 

Medium-brown woodwork and pews 
with addi�onal spaces for wheel-
chairs and walkers 

A devo�onal alcove 
New frames for the Sta�ons of the 

Cross 
Statues of North American saints for 

various corners and nooks  
Special ligh�ng of the stained glass 

windows at the front of the ex-
tension 

New carpe�ng 
More space for gathering 
Weather-tolerant entry doors with 

windows 

Worship Space 
Renova�on Update 

The old south confessional will be a devo�on-
al alcove with icons, kneelers, and vo�ve can-
dles. 

The old back wall of the worship space was 
opened up and a new back wall construct-
ed.  This provides us with more gathering 
space at the main entrance. 

The square pillars between the origi-
nal part of the church and the 1981 
addi�on have been transformed into 
elegant round columns. 

The new altar furniture will have insets of the 
same marble-look �le as the walls. 

When will be worshiping in our own space again?  If all goes as planned, within a few weeks.  There will be some unfin-
ished items (the pews won’t be installed un�l early February, for instance), but the majority of the work will be done. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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TICKETS FOR THE ST. JOSEPH FEAST AND RAFFLE 
ARE LIVE!  The event is on March 18, 2023 at 
Smith Hall in St. Johns.  There are only 360 din-
ner �ckets available.  Tickets are $75 a piece 
and includes dinner, drinks, and entertainment.  
Please visit h�p://bidpal.net/sjfr to buy your 
�ckets now!  Tickets can ONLY be purchased
through this site.
Sea�ng:  If you want to sit with certain people at
the event, be sure to pick up the same table
number
Dona�ons:  You can input silent auc�on item
dona�ons and monetary dona�ons and get a
receipt right to your email.

Thank you for suppor�ng St. Joseph Catholic 
School! 

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968

• Cataract Treatment
• Laser Treatments

• Diabetic Care
• Routine Eye Exams

1000 E. Sturgis St. • Suite 3 • St. Johns

Clinton ophthalmology
BRANDY COOK, DO • 989.224.1452

3 locations to serve you:
St. JohnS office

989-224-9511
fowler Branch

989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner 504 E. Steel

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

For Advertising Information call:
GREG POPE  616-295-0390

By frequenting these advertisers
you are directly supporting the

publication of this bulletin.

Call Greg Pope: 616-295-0390 or 
email: gpope@diocesan.com for details!

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340522
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340621
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340519
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340113
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Family
Funeral Homes Hapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

ass St., St. Johns • 989-224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA
DOUG

NURENBERG
FICF, LUTCF

Life Insurance
Annuities  

Long Term Care 
Disability Income

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

989-292-1583

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
593-3399

TOM MILLER, OWNER

T.H. MILLER
EXCAVATING, INC.

8900 W M-21, St. Johns

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com

135 N. BATH
FOWLERathews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

2100 S. US-27
St. Johns

989.224.2345

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

Dr. Amy Gentner and Dr. Kayla Weatherwax
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Mark J. Connelly, D.D.S.

224-2379
911 E STATE ST.

Family Cosmetic &
Sedation Dentistry

stjohnsdentist.com

St. John's
Dental Care

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340419
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340121
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340584
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340117
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340308
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10341883

