
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     January 22,  2023 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Dave Klein 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
RCIA •  Amanda Grigar 
Youth Group • Chris Groves 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

Medical Emergencies requiring an 
Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

 

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule (See page 2 for loca�ons 
during the church renova�on) 
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n.) 
 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on (in the Day Chapel) 
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 
 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Mondays at Noon for the following weekend. Send 
to stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Beverly 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Daniel Blair 

Bob 
Joan Bozung 

 

Carol Burgtorf 
Joseph Caudy 
Jacob Epling 

Friend 
Marcia Goerge 
Robert Harte 

Korine 
Mary 

Matthew 
Myah 
Noah 

 Danielle P. 
Patricia 

Leon Kramer 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Jerry Schafer 
Donna Smith 
Jason Thelen 
Jeff Wadell 
Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 

Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

Bryce Bongard 
William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  

Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 
To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 
please call: 

989-224-8994 or 
email  
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 

*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n prayer lists. 

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES         

Monday ●  January 23 
 Hebrews 9:15, 24-28/Mark 3:22-30 

  No Mass 

 
Tuesday ● January 24 
 Hebrews 10:1-10/Mark 3:31-35 
 7:00 p.m.  Mass (in the Day Chapel) 

   †Stu Fitzpatrick By: Charles & Lisa Wieber  

 
Wednesday ●  January 25 
 Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Mark 16: 15-18 
     12:05 p.m. Mass (in the Day Chapel)  

   †Jan Sipkovsky By:  Millie Fox 

 
Thursday ● January 26 
 2 Timothy 1:1-8, or Timothy 1:1-5/Mark 4:21-25 
  8:30 a.m. Mass (in the Day Chapel)     

   †Bill Asher By:  Kathy Randolph  
 
Friday ●   January 27 
 Hebrews 10:32-39/Mark  4:26-34 
  8:30 a.m. Mass (in the Day Chapel) 
    †Deceased members of the Henney family 
     By:  Susan Mahoney   
   
 Saturday ●  January 28 
 Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19/Mark 4:35-41  
 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (in the church) 
   †Don VeCasey By:  Charles & Lisa Wieber 
 
Sunday ●  January 29  
 Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13/1 Corinthians 1:26-31/Ma�hew 5:1-12a  

 8:00 a.m. Mass (in the church) 
    People of the Parish 
 10:00 a.m. Mass (in the church) 
    †John Fox By:  Duane and Mary Jane Boak 
 12:00 p.m. Mass (in the church) 

    †Eunice LaBar By:  Family 
  
 6:00  p.m.  Mass in Spanish  (in the Day Chapel) 
    Juvencia Melender     

 
Important notIce -   

acceSS to tHe cHUrcH 
Even though we have a temporary permit that allows 
us to hold our weekend Masses in the church, the 
church will still be off-limits Monday through Friday 
for a couple more weeks while workers �inish some 
essential items. 
 
Week DAY Masses will continue to be celebrated in the 
Day Chapel, and the Eucharist will be reposed in the 
Day Chapel during the week of adoration and prayers. 
 
The Parish of�ice and church basement will still be  
accessible. 

  Eucharistic Adoration Team 

“Only with prayer--prayer that storms the heavens for justice and mer-

cy, prayer that cleanses our hearts and souls-will the culture of death 

that surrounds us today be replaced with a culture of life.”                             

  US Bishops, Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life-Activities.. 

Monday, January 23, 2023, is the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 

Children.   Please consider taking some time on Monday to stop by the Day Chapel to 

pray for this intention before our Eucharistic Lord..  

RENOVATION	TO-DO	LIST	
(and	approximate	completion	dates): 

 Interior doors (within two weeks) 
 Pews (February 3, 2023) 
 Baptismal bowl 
 (within two weeks) 
 Statues (mid-March) 
 Icons (Late March) 
 Holy water fonts (early May)  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     January 22,  2023 
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 
 

When Ordinary Isn’t Ordinary 
We are in a period in the Church’s 
liturgical cycle known as “Ordinary 
Time,” but that really is a bit of a 
misnomer. In Church vernacular, 
“ordinary” refers to order, not a 
vanilla flavor to the season. This or-
der is shown in the numerical pro-
gression of the cycle. For example, 
today is the Third Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time. 
 
It’s a season of the Church that 
dominates in number, covering gen-
erally 34 of the 52 weeks of the 
year. But we really shouldn’t ap-
proach them with a sense that they 
don’t really matter the way Advent, 
Christmas, Lent and Easter matter. 
While the Church may use numbers 
to show order, this is a great time for 
us to put our lives in order. Without 
all the distractions that come with 
the Advent/Christmas seasons, our 
lives can be put back in order. That 
means focusing on God, allowing us 
to make the Lord our number one 

priority again. We can take this quiet 
time and turn it into something ex-
traordinary. 
 
Today’s gospel is one of those that 
the Church allows us some leeway, 
giving each presider an option of the 
short form or the long form. The 
short form focuses on Jesus as he 
comes out of his 40 days in the de-
sert combating the temptations of 
the devil. Matthew tells us that when 
Jesus had heard that John the Bap-
tist had been imprisoned, it was 
“show-time,” it was time to move into 
his ministry. What a great opportuni-
ty for us to reflect on what that mo-
ment must have been like for Jesus. 
He knew he was here for a greater 
purpose than carpentry, but being 
fully human as well as fully divine, 
that must have been an emotional 
moment for him. It was most certain-
ly not an “ordinary” moment. 
 
The short gospel version today ends 
with Jesus’ first words to the public 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” Not coincidentally, these 
are the same words John the Baptist 
preached regularly in preparing the 
way for Jesus. 

The long version of today’s gospel is 
a continuation of the short selection. 
Matthew recounts for us the calling 
of the fishermen to be a part of his 
ministry. Again, in this story of which 
we are all familiar, we can take 
some time to reflect on that moment 
for Simon, Andrew, James and 
John. They were having an 
“ordinary” day of fishing when the 
Savior of the world comes by and 
says “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” Their ordinary day 
suddenly became an extraordinary 
day in salvation history. 
 
The bottom line is that these seven 
weeks of Ordinary Time leading up 
to Lent, needn’t be ordinary for us. 
Each day the Lord gives us is a pre-
cious day. Each day is a gift. And 
each day, the Lord asks us to 
“Repent for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” Each day he asks us to 
drop our nets and follow him. If we 
do, we will find that what we thought 
of as ordinary time, will now indeed 
become extraordinary. 
 
Deacon Eric 
deaconeric@hotmail.com 

 
This Monday, January 23, 2023, is to be observed as “a particular day of prayer 
for the full restoration of legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance for viola-
tions to the dignity of human person committed through acts of abortion,”  as called 
for by the Catholic Church in our Country. 
 
While Roe v Wade has been overturned to end the U.S. constitutional right for 
abortion, Michigan’s passage of Proposal 3 puts the right to abortion into our state 
constitution.  This proposal goes even further than Roe v Wade, as it allows abor-
tion up to the birth of the child and could also remove some of the protections for 
babies and mothers such as parental consent, waiting periods, and inspection of 
facilities. 
 
Prayers for Michigan are desperately needed so to bring a change of heart in many 
people.  God’s precious gift of life at all stages needs to be cherished and protect-
ed.  There will be no specific pray services at St. Joseph’s, but the Day Chapel will 
be open all day to allow for prayer time.  It is through prayer that abortion will one 
day be unthinkable.   
 

Please join us in prayer tomorrow, wherever you may be. 

Heavenly FatHer, 

the beauty and dignity of human 

life was the crowning of your cre-

ation.  You further ennobled that 

life when your Son became one with 

us in the incarnation.  Help us to 

realize the sacredness of human 

life and to respect it from the 

moment of conception until the last moment at death.  

Give us courage to speak with truth and love and with 

conviction in defense of life.  Help us to extend the gen-

tle hand of mercy and forgiveness to those who do not 

reverence your gift of life.  To all, grant pardon for the 

times we have failed to be grateful for your precious 

gift of life or to respect it in others.  We ask this in 

Jesus� Name.  Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
January 28/29 

 Altar Servers 5:00 p.m. Group 1 

  8:00 a.m. Volunteers 
  10:00 a.m. St. Joe School volunteers 
  12:00 p.m. Volunteers 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion   

 5:00 p.m. Group 2 
 8:00 a.m. Group 2 
 10:00 a.m. Group 2 
 12:00 p.m. Group 2 
 

Lectors 5:00 p.m.   Lisa W. 

 8:00 a.m.   Bob P. 
 10:00 a.m.   St. Joe school student 
 12:00 p.m.   Dawn L. 
 

Ushers      

 5:00 p.m. Jay H.  Group 5A 
 8:00 a.m. Bruce P. Group 8A 
 10:00 a.m. Steve S. Group 10D  
                           (With St. Joe school children assis�ng) 
 12:00 p.m. Butch S. Group 12B 
 

Collection Counters 
  January 23  ● Group 4  
 

Sanctuary/Day Chapel Cleaners 
   On hiatus un�l a�er renova�on 

St. Joseph Catholic School  
LUNCH MENU 

F�� ��� ���� �� J������ 23, 2023 

 
 
Monday:     Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes with gravy, 
  corn, applesauce, and milk. 
Tuesday:  Ham, scalloped potatoes, fruit, and milk. 
Wednesday:  Lasagna, bread sticks, green beans, fruit, and milk. 
Thursday: Hot dog on a bun, french fries, fresh fruit, and 
  milk. 
Friday:  No School 
 
Lunches are $3.25     Milk  $0.50 

This ins�tu�on is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

4                              BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 
 
 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.  All 
Confessions are held in our Day Chapel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you thought it couldn’t get any better  
after Season Two, you are mistaken! 

Season Three  
begins on Thursday, February 9, 2023,  

(6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the coffee/donuts room) 
and continues through Lent.   

Save the Date! 

 
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL  
Will be kicking off the 2023 Catholic 
Schools Week with a Mass on Sunday, 
January 29, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

8th Grade Confirmation Preparation Reminder 

All 8th graders who are seeking the Sacrament of Confir-
ma�on in the Spring of 2024 should register for Religious 
Educa�on and plan on a�ending the Wednesday even-
ing Religious Educa�on Classes.  Upcoming classes are 
February 1 and February 8, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  
The Rite of Enrollment for 8th graders is Tuesday, March 
7, 2023 at the 7:00 p.m. Mass.  Please meet at 6:00 p.m. 
in the cafeteria with candidates and sponsors.   
Contact Jen Nelson for more informa�on at 

dre.stjoseph@gmail.com or (989) 224-8537. 

The Sanctuary Lamp 
Will burn from January 22-28, 2023 

In Memory of  

Brent Shelton 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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For the weekend of January 16, 2023   
Adults (125) Envelopes/Gi�s:  ........................ $13,655.95 
 (Including online giving) 
Loose Cash: .......................................................... $486.00 
Total: ............................................................... $14,141.95 
 
Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: ............................................ $90.00 
Building Fund: ...................................................... $360.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund: .................................... $135.00 
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2022 is  $18,938.58.  If we con-
�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our budgeted goal. 
 

THE  CHILDREN’S COLLECTION 
The Children’s Collection will be donated to: 

 
St Johns Baby Pantry 

Diocese of Lansing 
Are you interested in serving the Church in the Diocese 
of Lansing?  They are currently accepting resumes for a  
Regional Staff Accountant to serve the Great Lan-
sing Region.  To learn more about this position and to 
apply, please visit our careers page at: 
https://www.dioceseoflansing.org/human-resources/
careers 

FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 5 

Enjoy a fabulous tasting event that showcases deli-
cious food from local restaurants and sips of wine 
and beer from area distributors and brewing compa-
nies.  Gather for a relaxed, casual evening with our 
Catholic community to connect and socialize, but 
most importantly to have fun!  Celebrate all the good 
things in support of Lansing Catholic High School.  
Tickets are $40 in advance.  You must be 21+ years 
to attend.  Please visit their website at 
www.lansingcatholic.org/cc for event details, online 
ticket sales, and sponsorship opportunities.  Contact 
Paula Wilcox, Director of Mission Advancement at 
give@lansingcatholic.org or (517) 267-2121 for in-
formation. 

Discover your place at Lansing Catholic High 
School.  There will be a Financial Aid Night 
on Tuesday, January 24 at 6 pm in our Library. 
Parents are invited to learn more about financial 
aid, review the process, and get their questions 
answered. Or Visit lansingcatholic.org/visit to 
learn more.  

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

In Today’s gospel we hear Jesus calling Peter, 

Andrew, James and John to follow him.  Follow-

ing Jesus was a difficult journey for these first 

disciples.  It is difficult for us today.  Jesus 

wants to teach us his way of thinking, acting 

and encountering the world.  But it is not easy 

for us to embrace his teaching.  Good stewards 

of Jesus’ teachings realize they are on a spiritual 

journey, and must learn from their experiences 

of being open and resistant to the gospel.  They 

realize the need to be liberated from those ac-

tions that keep them from enjoying a closer 

friendship with Jesus.  What is it in our lives 

that we need to reform?  What keeps us from 

revealing God’s glory to others?   
  International Catholic Stewardship Council 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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6                                                                  THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED  

 

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR MEETINGS AND EVENTS ARE ON 
THE PARISH CALENDAR: All it takes is an email or phone call to 
double check that your groups meetings are on the parish 
calendar. This is for both the church basement events in the 
school building.  Help us make sure our schedule book is up to 
date so we do not overbook.  
  
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE BEFORE YOU SCHEDULE 
FUNDRAISING BEFORE/AFTER WEEKEND MASSES:  
Any groups who wish to do fundraising, ticket sales, etc. before 
or after weekend Masses MUST contact the parish office. Due to 
issues in the past, we only allow one group to fundraiser  
each weekend.  

 
There will be members 
of the Feast and Raffle 

Commi�ee selling 
“Gator” �ckets a�er all 
Masses next weekend  

January  28  and 29 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Why Be Registered? 
Are you registered as a  
St. Joseph parishioner?  

 

Often people will attend Mass at our parish for years, 
but never officially register. Registering in a parish is a 
declaration of your desire to be a part of a Catholic 
community and to make a commitment to the St. Jo-
seph parish community.  
 
Being a registered parishioner makes the process 
much easier when it is time for baptisms, weddings, 
Faith Formation registrations, baptismal or confirmation 
sponsorship, and even funerals. To register, either stop 
by our parish office and fill out a registration form or 
you can visit our website at www.stjoecatholic.com/
register 

Each week a generous dona�on from our lo-
cal St. Vincent DePaul Society covers the cost 
of the Our Sunday Visitor newspaper for our 
parish. This newspaper is an excellent source 
of news and ar�cles from a Catholic view-
point. Please take a copy home to read and 
share!  

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968

• Cataract Treatment
• Laser Treatments

• Diabetic Care
• Routine Eye Exams

1000 E. Sturgis St. • Suite 3 • St. Johns

Clinton ophthalmology
BRANDY COOK, DO • 989.224.1452

3 locations to serve you:
St. JohnS office

989-224-9511
fowler Branch

989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner                     504 E. Steel

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

For Advertising Information call:
GREG POPE  616-295-0390

By frequenting these advertisers
you are directly supporting the

publication of this bulletin.

Call Greg Pope: 616-295-0390 or 
email: gpope@diocesan.com for details!

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340522
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340519
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340113
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Family
Funeral Homes Hapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

ass St., St. Johns • 989-224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA
DOUG

NURENBERG
FICF, LUTCF

Life Insurance
Annuities  

Long Term Care 
Disability Income

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

989-292-1583

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
593-3399

TOM MILLER, OWNER

T.H. MILLER
EXCAVATING, INC.

8900 W M-21, St. Johns

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com

135 N. BATH
FOWLERathews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

2100 S. US-27
St. Johns

989.224.2345

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

Dr. Amy Gentner and Dr. Kayla Weatherwax
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Mark J. Connelly, D.D.S.

224-2379
911 E STATE ST.

Family Cosmetic &
Sedation Dentistry

stjohnsdentist.com

St. John's
Dental Care

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340419
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340121
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340584
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340117
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340308
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10341883

