
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY     APRIL 16,  2023 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Dave Klein 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
RCIA •  Amanda Grigar 
High School Catechesis • Chris Groves 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

Medical Emergencies requiring an 
Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n.) 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on (in the church) 
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 
BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Mondays at Noon for the following weekend. Send 
to stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Beverly 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Daniel Blair 

Bob 
Joan Bozung 

 

Carol Burgtorf 
Joseph Caudy 
Sherri Couch 
Jacob Epling 

Friend 
Marcia Goerge 
Robert Harte 

Korine 
Mary 

Matthew 
Myah 

Noah 
Danielle P. 

Patricia 
Leon Kramer 

Jenny Pytlowanyj 
Jerry Schafer 
Donna Smith 
Jason Thelen 
Jeff Wadell 
Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Bill Darnell 

Susan Darnell 
 
Please pray for our 
parishioners in the 
service,  especially: 

Bryce Bongard 
William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 

Eric Martin 
Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 
To add or remove a 

name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 
please call: 
989-224-8994 or email  
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 

*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n prayer lists. 

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES         

Monday ●  April 17   
 Acts 4:23-31/John 3:1-8 

 No Mass 

Tuesday ● April 18 
 Acts 4:32-37/John 3:7b-15 

7:00 p.m.  Mass †Bob, Dean and Catherine Gilroy 
     By:  Family  

Wednesday ●  April 19    
 Acts 5:17-26/John 3:16-21 
12:05 p.m. Mass †Donna Eiseler By:  Kay and Ron Atkinson 
 
Thursday ● April 20 
 Acts 5:27-33/John 3:31-36 

8:30 a.m. Mass †Dan Sandahl By:  Family  
 

Friday ●   April 21 
 Acts 5:34-42/John 6:1-15 
8:30 a.m. Mass †Mary Louise Rhynard   
     By:  Lisa and Charles Wieber 
Saturday ●  April 22 
 Acts 6:1-7/John 6:16-21 
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass     
   †Pamela Filicky 
     By:  Rehmann Family 
       
Sunday ●  April 23 
 Acts 2:14, 22-33/1 Peter 1:17-21/Luke 24:13-35  
 8:00 a.m. Mass  The People of the Parish 
 
10:00 a.m. Mass †Dale Feldpausch 
      By:  Wife and children 
 
12:00 p.m. Mass  The Catholic Church 
      By:  Society of St Vincent DePaul 
 
 6:00  p.m.  Mass in Spanish      
    †Karl Hufnagel 
      By:  Eric, Monica and Camilla 
              Hufngael   

The Sanctuary Lamp 
Will burn from April 16 to  April 22, 2023 

In memory of 

Kathleen Reynolds 

The Rosary is prayed every weekend 

a half hour before all Masses. 

Lenten ALmsgiving 
 
This year’s Lenten Almsgiving to our Local Food Banks can be 
turned in to the parish office at any time.   
 
We ask that you write a check instead of turning 
in a box of coin.  Not only will it ensure your 
donation is credited to your account, but will 
also help us tremendously in the office! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 3 
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E�����������	

(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 
 

“If Given a Choice, I Choose 
Mercy” 
 

“As long as you’re alive, you have 
a season of mercy. But once you’re 
dead, it’s your season of jus-
tice.” (St. Catherine of Siena) 
 

Let’s chew on that for a minute. All of 
us reading this are in a season of mer-
cy. But when our time on earth is 
done, then we will face God’s justice. It 
will be too late to ask for God’s mercy - 
too late to ask for forgiveness of our 
sins. It’s not like when we get to 
heaven’s gate Jesus asks “Based on 
your life, would you rather I grant you 
justice or mercy?”  I know what I would 
choose. 
 
It’s no secret that Reconciliation is a 
vastly under-used sacrament or that 
Lent draws a lot of the once-a-year 
penitents to the sacrament. Those of 
us who say they confess their sins 
directly to God, should look at today’s 
gospel from John again.  Jesus says to 
his Apostles: 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose 
sins you (as priests) forgive are 
forgiven them. Whose sins you re-
tain are retained.” 

 
Catholic biblical scholar Brant Pitre 
has a great take on those words of 
Christ.  Challenging Protestant views 
that the Lord’s statement only gave the 
Apostles the power to preach well 
enough to cause people to repent and 
have their sins forgiven, Pitre says 
this: 
 

“But that’s clearly not what Jesus 
means here because he doesn’t 
just give the disciples the power to 
preach, he gives them the power to 
forgive and to retain someone’s 
sins, which presupposes that some-
how a confession of sins would 
take place so that the apostle would 
know the sins of the person.”   
 

In essence, the answer to the question 
“Why do I have to confess my sins to a 
priest?” is a simple one. Pitre says:  
 
      “It is because Jesus willed it to be 

so.” 
 
Today is the eighth day in the Octave 
of Easter, now known as Divine Mercy 
Sunday, as so-named in April, 2000 by 

then-Pope John Paul II. It’s origin is in 
a 1931 revelation to St. Faustina in 
which Jesus told her: 

 
“Encourage souls to say the chaplet 
which I have given you... Whoever 
will recite it will receive great mercy 
at the hour of death… When they 
say this chaplet in the presence of 
the dying, I will stand between My 
Father and the dying person, not as 
the just Judge but as the merciful 
savior.” “I desire to grant unimagi-
nable graces to those souls who 
trust in My mercy.” 

 
The mercy of God is endless and we 
should never believe that we are un-
worthy of his forgiveness. As I men-
tioned in my Easter homily, Jesus for-
gave Mary Magdalene of what St. 
Gregory identified as the seven deadly 
sins and then granted her the honor of 
being the first to see him after his Res-
urrection. Such mercy is born of love, 
and, of course, God is love. 
 

 Deacon Eric 
deaconeric@hotmail.com 

In the hospital in  
Lansing and need the Sacrament 
of 
Anointing of the Sick? 
 

Don’t waste precious time!  If your loved one is in Sparrow Lan-
sing or McLaren Hospital and needs the Anointing of the Sick, 
please let your attending nurse know.  Our parish provides 
funding for a chaplain (lay person) who will call a local priest 
who is “on call.”  This is the quickest way for you or your loved 
one to receive the sacrament, rather than trying to contact Fr. 
Mike or another local priest. 

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary 
With deep regret, St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary is  
canceling the Spring Ladies Tea for this year.  There 
were several circumstances beyond our control that led 
to this decision.  Plans have already begun for a beau-
tiful tea next spring.   
May the blessings of Jesus, our Risen Lord, be with you 
during this Easter Season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silent Ignatian Retreats  
at St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt, MI 

3-Day Ignatian Retreat: (May 26-28, 2023)  
or 5-Day Ignatian Retreat (May 26-31, 2023) 

 
Come away from the noise of the world for a three or five 
day silent retreat to learn more about how God talks to 
you through the Scriptures and in the movement of your 
own heart. Expect daily talks, time for silent and guided 
prayer, opportunities for Mass, confession and meetings 
with spiritual directors. The retreat will be facilitated by 
Dawn Hausmann and Karen Ervin. 
 
Cost of the 3 Day Retreat is $225 and cost of the 5-Day 
Retreat is $575. To register or find more information, 
please visit https://www.stfrancis.ws/ignatianretreats.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4   BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

St. Joseph Catholic School  
LUNCH MENU 

F�� ��� ���� �� A���� 17-21, 2023
Monday:    Tortilla chips with cheese and meat, broccoli, 

fruit, and milk. 
Tuesday:  Turkey, mashed potatoes with gravy, corn,  

applesauce, and milk. 
Wednesday: Ham, scalloped potatoes, cherry crisp, and  

milk. 
Thursday: Sloppy joe on a  bun, french fries, dried  

cherries, and milk. 
Friday: 1/2 day, No lunch will be served.  Students  

dismissed at 11:00 a.m. 

Lunches are $3.25  Milk  $0.50 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

This ins�tu�on is an equal 
opportunity provider.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
April 22/23 

Altar Servers: 
5:00 p.m. Lizzy Murray 

Averie Downing 
8:00 a.m. Maggie Koenigsknecht 

Quinn Densmore 
10:00 a.m. Kara Brewbaker 

Caroline Vollman 
12:00 p.m. Cassie Schrauben 

Nolan Parker 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:   
5:00 p.m. Group 2 
8:00 a.m. Group 2 

10:00 a.m. Group 2 
12:00 p.m. Group 2 

Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Diane Armbrustmacher 
8:00 a.m. Trevor Hollis 

10:00 a.m. Joe Tomczyk 
12:00 p.m. VOLUNTEER 

Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5A 
8:00 a.m. Group 8C 

10:00 a.m. Group 10D 
12:00 p.m. Group 12B 

Collection Counters:  April 17   Group 1 

Sanctuary Cleaners:          Judi Thelen and Thelma Miller 

Parents with one or more students  
attending Lansing Catholic High School 
may apply for a parish subsidy grant from 
St. Joseph Church to help with tuition 
costs.  There are basic requirements to 
apply and forms are available through the 
parish office or at our website:   
stjoecatholic.com/forms. 

Application deadline is April 24, 2023 for the 2023/24 
school year. 

S���������� 
For the weekend of April 9, 2023  
Adults (268) Envelopes/Gi�s:  ......................... $27,876.85 
(Including online giving) 
Loose Cash: ........................................................ $1,630.61 
Total:............................................................... $ 29,507.46 

Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: .......................................... $148.00 
Building Fund: ....................................................... $122.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund: ....................................... $92.00 

Our weekly average since July 1, 2022 is  $19,060.79.  If we con-
�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our budgeted goal. 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
is currently enrolling for the 

2023 - 2024 School Year 

Contact the school at 
989-224-2421 for more

information on 
enrolling your child at 

St. Joseph Catholic School. 

First Communion Parent/Child Session 

Families with children who are preparing for their 
First Holy Communion in May are scheduled to 
meet for a “practice” in the church on Thursday, 
April 27, at 6-7:00 p.m.  Please contact Jen Nel-
son if you have any questions at 
dre@stjoseph@gmail.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 5 

Tuesday, April 18 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study (L) 
6:30 p.m. Confessions (C) 
7:00 p.m.  Mass 
Wednesday, April 19 
12:05 p.m. Mass 
5:15 p.m.   Bible Study (C/
D) 
6:00 Religious Ed 
7:00 p.m.   H.S. Catechesis 
Thursday,  April 20  
9:00 a.m.    Bible Study (L) 
Friday,  April 21 
Saturday, April 22 
8:30 a.m.    Average Joes  
Sunday, April 23 
3:45 p.m. Spanish Ministry 
(C/D) 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who has made a gi� or 
pledge commitment to our Diocesan Services 
Appeal. Our gi�s to DSA enable our diocese to 
provide services crucial to our parish.  The pro-
grams and services funded by DSA offer direct 
assistance to individuals and families, and to 
parishes, schools, and Catholic Chari�es agen-
cies. A “Sacrifice of Thanksgiving” is occurring in 
the Church right now through our contribu�ons 
to DSA helping to support dozens of ongoing ministries 
 
As of 4/9/2023, 249 families have donated $95,028.34, 
which is 90.2% of our goal of $105,307.00 or 25.2% of our 
990 ac�ve families.  Any pledge over and above our goal 
will be returned 50% to our parish. If you have not yet 
made a gi� or a pledge, I invite you to do so today.  Gi� 
envelopes are available in church or the parish office.  Or 
you may submit your gi� online at 
www.dioceseoflansing.org/appeal.  Your DSA gi� will sup-
port the vital services and ministries that help bring the 
love of Christ to all we encounter. 

 

sAve the dAte 
for 

Vacation Bible School  
and 

  PrePAre to tAke off!! 
When:   June 19-22, 2023. 
Who:    Kids ages 4 - 12 years old 
Where:    St. Joseph Parish/school 
Time:    9:30 a.m. to Noon 

Cost   $25.00 and includes a T-Shirt. 
 

Registration Forms will be available soon! 

Full time teacher position at Most Holy Trinity School 
in Fowler. 

MHT is looking for a full-time teacher for a com-
bined third/fourth grade classroom starting in the fall of 
2023. This teacher will be responsible for teaching all 
subject areas in a self-contained classroom of third and 
fourth grade students. All applicants must hold a current 
elementary teaching certificate from the State of Michi-
gan, preferably with emphasis on reading and language 
arts. The successful candidate must be dynamic, ener-
getic, and willing to work collaboratively in a 
team environment. Applicants should be practicing Cath-
olics who are enthusiastic about incorporating the Catho-
lic faith in their teaching. The ideal applicant will be a 
teacher who has a genuine passion for teaching in a 
Catholic school, a high comfort level in managing a 
classroom of fully engaged learners, a commitment to 
joyful collegiality, an ability to communicate effectively 
with parents, and a strong foundation in subject matter 
awareness.   
Applications can be sent to Mrs. Anne Hufnagel via email 
(principal@mhtparish.com), dropped off at the school, or 
sent to the following address:  Most Holy Trinity School, 
545 N. Maple St., Fowler, MI, 48835. 

You can sign up for 

FORMED for free 
at:  

stjoecatholic.formed.org.  

 
Formed, a revolution-
ary online platform, 
provides access to the 
best Catholic audio 
talks, movies, ebooks, 
and video based stud-
ies from trusted pro-
viders. 

HEART OF ITALY PILGRIMAGE 
Fr. Marcel Portelli invites you to join him on a memorable 
pilgrimage through the heart of Italy this October. Pray at the 
mountain-top monastery of St. Benedict, the tombs of saints 
Francis and Clare in Assisi, the tomb of the incorrupt body of 
St. Padre Pio, and the grotto of St. Michael the Archangel. 
Tour magnificent Florence and the Amalfi Coast. In Rome, 
we’ll venerate the relics of St. Paul, visit St. Peter's Basilica 
and the Vatican museums, then attend an audience with 
Pope Francis. Call (989) 426-7154 or download full brochure 
here: 
https://bit.ly/3SxegQw 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Three adult members of 
the parish received the 
sacraments of initiation at 
the Easter Vigil.  Natividad 
(Nani) Cabrera, Cristopher 
Fry, and Joana Gutting. 
 
Newly-initiated Catholics 
are considered neophytes, 
or “newly planted,” for a 
year after receiving the 
sacraments.  They will 
continue to receive in-
struction and special sup-
port from the parish for the 
next year.   
 
If you or someone you 
know would like to learn 
more about the Catholic 
faith, or is interested in 
joining the Church, please 
reach out to 
rcia.stjosephparish@gm
ail.com or contact the 
parish office. 

Natividad Cabrera (Nani) 
received the sacrament of 
Baptism.   
First, she renounced sin 
and made a profession of 
faith. 

Then she was baptized, “In 
the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit,” washing away 
all her personal and origi-
nal sin. 

Next, Nani was anointed as 
a member of Christ as 
“Priest, Prophet, and King.” 

Then, Nani received the 
light of Christ, to remind 
her to keep the flame of 
faith alive in her heart  
always. 

2023 

First, the candidates for 
confirmation made a 
profession of faith, sup-
ported by their spon-
sors.   

Then they received the 
sacrament of Confirma-
tion which consists of 
the Laying of the Hands, 
followed by anointing 
with Chrism. 

Christopher Fry,  Joana Gutting, and Natividad (Nani) Cabrera 

Welcome 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Stewardship Prayer 
Loving Father, 

We know the truth of the Easter proclamation. 
Christ is risen and with him all creation! 

Light replaces darkness, joy replaces sadness, life replaces death. 
Through the power of your Spirit,  

there is no failure His love and mercy cannot reverse, 
no humiliation He cannot exchange with blessing,  

no anger He cannot dissolve,  
no routine He cannot transform. 

All is embraced by the victory of your son’s cross and resurrection. 
Help us always be good stewards of Easter’s light,  

see Resurrection as a daily event,  
and  yearn for the love of Christ as intensely as He yearns for our love. 

We pray this in Jesus’ name 
Amen. 

       International Catholic Stewardship Council 

 

 

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968

• Cataract Treatment
• Laser Treatments

• Diabetic Care
• Routine Eye Exams

1000 E. Sturgis St. • Suite 3 • St. Johns

Clinton ophthalmology
BRANDY COOK, DO • 989.224.1452

3 locations to serve you:
St. JohnS office

989-224-9511
fowler Branch

989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner                     504 E. Steel

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

By frequenting these advertisers
you are directly supporting the

publication of this bulletin.

Call Greg Pope: 616-295-0390 or 
email: gpope@diocesan.com for details!

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340522
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340519
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340113
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Family
Funeral Homes Hapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

ass St., St. Johns • 989-224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA
DOUG

NURENBERG
FICF, LUTCF

Life Insurance
Annuities  

Long Term Care 
Disability Income

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

989-292-1583

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
593-3399

TOM MILLER, OWNER

T.H. MILLER
EXCAVATING, INC.

8900 W M-21, St. Johns

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com

135 N. BATH
FOWLERathews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

2100 S. US-27
St. Johns

989.224.2345

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

Dr. Amy Gentner and Dr. Kayla Weatherwax
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Mark J. Connelly, D.D.S.

224-2379
911 E STATE ST.

Family Cosmetic &
Sedation Dentistry

stjohnsdentist.com

St. John's
Dental Care

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340419
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340121
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340584
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340117
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340308
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10341883

