
SIXTEENTH Sunday in ordinary time     JuLY 23,  2023 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Dave Klein 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an �ni�a�on of Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

Medical Emergencies requiring an 
Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n.) 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on (in the church) 
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 
BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Mondays at Noon for the following weekend. Send 
to stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Beverly 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Daniel Blair 

Bob 
Joan Bozung 

 

Carol Burgtorf 
Joseph Caudy 
Sherri Couch 

Friend 
Marcia Goerge 
Robert Harte 

Brenda Higgins 
Judy Kissane 

Korine 
Mary 

Matthew 

Myah 
Noah 

Danielle P. 
Patricia 

Jenny Pytlowanyj 
Jerry Schafer 

Joany Schrauben 
Donna Smith 
Jason Thelen 
Jeff Wadell 
Brad Walker 

Millie Wassa 
Fr. Don Wieber 

Bill Darnell 
Susan Darnell 

 
Please pray for our 
parishioners in the 
service,  especially: 

Bryce Bongard 
William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 

  
To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 
please call: 
989-224-8994 or email  
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 

*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n prayer lists. 

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“Eucharistic adoration is the greatest power in the universe, 
capable of transforming us and changing the face of the 
world.”   
   Saint Maximillian Kolbe 
 

 
Are you ready to be transformed?  Join our Adoration Team as a 
regular monthly adorer or as a sub.  We are in need of a second 
m o n t h l y  a d o r e r  a t  t h e s e  t i m e s : 
First Friday:  10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday (following First Friday): 1:00 a.m. 
Call/text Rebecca at 989-292-2072 with questions or if you are  
interested. 

Diving Mercy Chaplet 
 
The Path of Divine Hope Grief Ministry 
invites you to join us in praying the Di-
vine Mercy Chaplet after the 5:00 p.m. 
Mass, July 29, 2023, for those who 
are passing away and who have 
passed away this          
month.  

 
We hope that you can join us. 

 
 
 

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES         

 
Monday ●  July 24 
 Exodus 14:5-18/Ma�hew 12:38-42 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday ●   July 25 
 2 Corinthians 4:7-15/Ma�hew 20:20-28 
No Mass  
 

Wednesday ●  July 26   
 Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15/Ma�hew 13:1-9 
No Mass 
 
Thursday ●  July 27 
 Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b/Ma�hew 13:10-17 
No Mass   
 

Friday ●  July 28 
 Exodus 20:1-17/Ma�hew 13:18-23 
No Mass  

 
Saturday ●  July 29 
 Exodus 24:3-8/John 11:19-27 or Luke 10:38-42 
5:00 p.m.   Mass †Carol Burns By:  Diane Burns and Family 
 
Sunday ●  July 30 
 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12/Romans 8:28-30/Ma�hew 13:44-52 or Ma�hew 13:44-46 
8:00 a.m. Mass †Sister Donna Marie Koenigsknecht 
     By:  The Koenigsknecht Family  
     
 
10:00 a.m. Mass †Marie Thelen By:  Family  
     
       
12:00 p.m. Mass  The People of the Parish 
    
 
6:00  p.m.  Mass in Spanish 
  
 
    

Looking Ahead 
There will be no Masses or Confessions  

July 24 through July 28  
and  

July 31 through August 4 
There will be confessions heard on Saturday 

July 29 and August 5 at 4:00 p.m. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 

A Couple More Thoughts 
I’ve got some additional thoughts 
and information to support Fr. 
Mike’s great homily from last week-
end. First of all, I would like to fol-
low up on his comments in relation 
to the pro-life sign that was de-
stroyed along M-21 between St. 
Johns and Ovid. I don’t know exact-
ly how many of those signs were de-
stroyed, but I know of at least three, 
in addition to the Clinton County 
Right to Life banner I mentioned 
last week which was also ruined. 

Reflecting on last Sunday’s gospel of 
the Sower and the Seed, I wonder 
what type of soil the perpetrators of 
the vandalism possessed, the soil of 
the path or rocky ground in which 
God’s word never took root, or that 
in which it received God’s word and 
was choked off by thorns before 
bearing fruit. Will this stop other 
churches from displaying pro-life, 
pro baby signs? Is putting up more 
signs just going to invite more 
vandalism? Or do we continue to 
publicly promote life and pray that 

there will be no more destructive 
acts? We’ll see, but this is a time 
when we can answer Jesus’ call for 
us to “love our enemies?” Let’s heed 
that call. 

In a similar vein, Fr. Mike talked 
about the movie “Sound of Free-
dom”, which some news outlets are 
calling controversial. The fact is that 
it is astounding a great number of 
critics who predicted mediocre suc-
cess, because people who are going to 
see it don’t see it as controversial. 
They see it as a darn good movie. It 
was actually finished in 2018, but 
the studio which originally owned 
the rights, Fox, was reluctant to re-
lease it. Then the Disney Corpora-
tion bought Fox and thus the rights 
to the movie, and it also refused to 
release it. 

 The rights were purchased this year 
by Angel Studios, best known for 
quality Christian movies and series 
such as “The Chosen”. Through two 
weekends, it grossed 85 million dol-
lars. It was second nationally last 
weekend only to Tom Cruise’s 
“Mission Impossible” film. In fact, 
“Sound of Freedom” became the 
first film in American film history to 
pass a specific jump in gross. 

Newsweek magazine says this about 
the increase in box office numbers: 

“There have only been 10 wide-
release movies in box office history 
that have had a second-weekend 
increase greater than 35 percent 
over their opening weekend. All of 
them achieved this milestone dur-
ing Christmas. 

I am not an accountant (nor do I 
play one on TV) but I do know that 
numbers don’t always tell the whole 
story. The following, however, says a 
lot about this movie: a rating meas-
urement called Rotten Apples which 
tabulates critics’ views on new mov-
ies, gives Sound of Freedom a 75 out 
of 100 rating. The service also gives a 
rating of viewers and in this case 
gives the movie a perfect 100 out of 
100 score.  There’s no right-wing 
conspiracy in those numbers. This 
means the movie which has now 
shown a profit of 70 million dollars 
over its 14 million dollar budget is 
getting great word of mouth. This 
scenario brings to mind a line from 
an old Life cereal commercial: 

“Hey, Mikey, he likes it.” 

Deacon Eric 
deaconeric@hotmail.com 

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary  
will be hosting 

Women of Hope  
Day Retreat 

Theme:   
Faith, Not fear...or Worry 

St. Francis Retreat Center 
DeWitt, MI 

 October 7, 2023 
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Do you have a beautiful baby in your life? 
Why not enter him or her in the annual Mint Festival Baby Contest 
being held in the Clinton County Right to Life Booth at the Mint Festi-
val? To enter, submit a photo of your baby with an entry fee of $5.00. 
The baby should be two years of age or younger and the photo no larg-

er than 5 x 7. Voting for the babies is done at the 
booth by making a donation of $1.00 per vote. 
The top three vote getters will receive gift certifi-
cates and all babies entered do receive a prize. 
Winners will be announced at 4:00 pm Sunday, 
Aug. 12th.  

For an entry form or more information, please 
contact Mary Beth at (989) 227-0088.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4   BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
July 29/30 

Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Volunteers 
Volunteers 

8:00 a.m. Audrey D. 
Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. Brayden C. 
Anna H. 

12:00 p.m. Lyndie R. 
Elijah S. 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 
5:00 p.m. Group 1 
8:00 a.m. Group 1 

10:00 a.m. Group 1 
12:00 p.m. Group 1 

Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Beth S. 
8:00 a.m. Lu Anne C. 

10:00 a.m. Karen D. 
12:00 p.m. Mary Beth E. 

Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5C 
8:00 a.m. Group 8B 

10:00 a.m. Group 10B 
12:00 p.m. Group 12A 

Collection Counters:       July 24 Group 3 

Sanctuary Cleaners:      Lori Pung and LuAnn Keilen 

S���������� 
For the weekend of  July 17, 2023  
Adults (206) Envelopes/Gi�s:  ......................... $13,852.23 
(Including online giving) 
Loose Cash: ........................................................... $622.75 
Total:................................................................ $14,474.98 

Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: ............................................ $66.00 
Building Fund: .................................................... $2,125.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund: .................................... $ 101.00 

Our weekly average since July 1, 2022 is  $15,740.69.  If we 
con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our budgeted 
goal. 

St. Joseph Catholic School – St. Johns, MI. 
2nd Grade Teaching posi�on 

St. Joseph Catholic School in St. Johns, MI is accep�ng appli-
ca�ons for a full �me Second Grade teaching posi�on. Candi-
dates must hold a valid state of Michigan teaching cer�fi-
cate, with an Elementary Educa�on endorsement for the 
2023-2024 school year. The candidate will also be a�ending 
Protec�ng God’s Children (VIRTUS) training and pass a crimi-
nal background check. 

The successful candidate must be dynamic, enthusias�c and 
possess the ability to work collabora�vely within the school 
environment. The candidate will be teaching Religion daily 
and therefore the hired candidate’s employment will be con-
sidered ministerial under the First Amendment. Similarly, the 
successful candidate should be a prac�cing Catholic who can 
speak thoroughly to his or her ability to infuse Catholic faith 
and teaching throughout the curriculum. The ul�mate hiring 
decision is made in consulta�on with St. Joseph’s pastor. To 
learn more about St. Joseph Parish and School, please visit 
our website at www.school.stjoecatholic.com. 

Interested candidates should send a cover le�er of applica-
�on, resumeʹ and creden�als to: Chris Wells, Principal, to 
principal@stjoecatholicschool.org., drop off at the school, or 
send to the following address: St. Joseph Catholic School, 
201 E. Cass Street, Saint Johns, MI 48879. 

Part-Time Food Service 
St. Joseph School 

St. Joseph Catholic School is accepting applications for 
a part-time food service position. This position has the 
potential to increase to full-time employment. The ap-
plicant will work along with the food service supervisor 
in the areas of ordering supplies, bookkeeping, and 
preparing school lunch. This position will be 2 days per 
week for the 2023-2024 school year.  

Interested persons please contact Chris Wells,        
principal@stjoecatholicschool.org or Ann Parker, 
mrsparkerstjoecatholic@gmail.com for further details. 

Do you have questions about St. Joseph 
Catholic School or are interested in  
registering this 2023/24 school year?   

Please contact Chris wells at 
princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE nEw PARISH PICTORIAL 
 dIRECTORy 

SIgn uP IS undERwAy 
Church sign-ups for Photo Session will be available 

after Mass July 22/23 and July 29/30   

You may also sign up online, Weekdays (Mon-Fri ONLY) through 
the end of July. 

Visit ucdir.com 
Click on the “Photography Appointment Scheduling Login” link, 
use the church code:  mi1803 
Password Code: photos (case sensitive). 
OR This QR code will take you directly to the online 
portrait scheduling login page. 

If you have questions, contact the parish office. 

We are so excited to be able to update our church family photo al-
bum and we want EVERYONE to be a part of it! 

 Every family photographed by Universal Church Directories will
receive a complimentary 8 x 10 and a Parish Pictorial Directory

 Plan for 45-60 minutes at Photo Session:  registration, photos,
viewing, and selection.

___________________________________________________

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!
If you can spare a few hours of your time, WE WANT YOU!! 

 DATES: AUG 1-3; AUG 8-9; AUG 17-19; SEP 12-16

 In Church Basement, Library, use Ramp Entrance

 Sign up One or Two volunteers per shift; couples are encouraged to
sign up together. What a great way to meet other parishioners!

 HOST INSTRUCTIONS will be available at Registration Table as
well    as sent via email prior to your volunteer date.

--> You may sign up to volunteer after all Masses or Online at this
link (enter into the address bar of your browser)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f48afab22aafd0-
volunteer#/

Your time is valued and appreciated.
Thank you!

Pictorial Directory Committee

The Sanctuary Lamp 
Will burn from July 23 to July 29, 2023 

In memory of 

Brian Ritter 

Did you Know? 

You can go to discovermass.com and have the 
bulletin delivered to your email?  All it takes is a 
few short steps and you can have your bulletin 
delivered every week to your email. 

1. Go to discovermass.com
2. In the search box, under Church name, type

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
3. Under City, State, or Zip, type in 48879
4. Click on St. Joseph
5. Click on the Bulletins tab
6. Under Email Notifications, click Sign Up To-

day
7. Enter your name and email address and click

register

And that’s it, you will have the bulletin in your 
email every week. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Surviving Divorce Sessions 
St. Mary’s Parish is pleased to announce that we will be offer-
ing Surviving Divorce sessions which bring hope and healing to 
anyone who has experienced the pain and loneliness of a bro-
ken marriage. 
 
Surviving Divorce will help you work through the emotional up-
heaval of separation and divorce, gain wisdom and comfort 
from experts and others who share your experiences. The pro-
gram will help you to navigate new concerns like custody, court 
hearings, and finances. 
 
This program is for the newly separated and divorced and 
those still struggling with issues many years later. It will help 
you to discover a deeper understanding of God’s love for you, 
find answers to your questions, restore your hope, and begin 
authentic healing. 
 
Surviving Divorce will be held every Monday starting Septem-
ber 11, 2023 to December 11, 2023 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Parish Library at St. Mary, Westphalia (No meeting on Novem-
ber 20 for Thanksgiving).   
 
The program fee is $20 to cover the cost of the Personal 
Guide.  
 
To register please go to 
https://goo.gl/forms/kITjVnkMxEv0mtAI3  
or contact St. Mary’s Parish at 989-587-4211 by September 8, 
2023. 

From Fr. Mike: 
The Importance of Mass 

 
If I can’t receive Communion because I  have not been 
to Confession, or am living in a manner that I know the 
Church teaches is mortally sinful, do I still have to at-
tend Mass? 
 
Yes.  The obligation still applies even if you may not 
receive Holy Communion.  Besides, at Mass we are in  
place to hear God’s word proclaimed, and to receive the 
graces of conversion that the Holy Spirit bestows in the 
community worship.  The celebration of the Mass is im-
portant for all because we are in the community of the 
Church where we are loved, and where great spiritual 
things happen.  If we stay away, we make I impossible 
for these things to happen.  Maybe that’s where God 
wants us so that He can communicate a special grace 
for conversion to us. 

 

 

 

Matias Adriel Gonzalez=Aparicio 

      was Baptized on  

Sunday, July 16, 2023  

        He is the son of  

Manuel A. Gonzalez-Chicatto 

   and 

Ana Karen Aparicio-Del Valle 

 
 
 
 

Grief Support Workshop 2023 
 

Co-hosted by St. Joseph Church 
  and the Catholic Community of St. Jude 

 
October 6, 2023  

7:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. 
*Saturday, October 7, 2023  

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Catholic Community of St. Jude 
801 N Bridge Street, DeWitt 

 
Grieving with Great HOPE is a weekend grief support workshop 
that offers a prayerful, practical, and personal approach for anyone 
who is mourning the loss of a loved one. If you have lost a spouse, 
a child (including pregnancy loss), a grandchild, a parent, another 
family member or a friend, you are encouraged to attend.  
 
Presenters include Deacon Elstro, and John and Sandy O’Shaugh-
nessy from Good Mourning Ministry, a local Catholic bereavement 
apostolate.  
 

For registration form and details visit: 
www.goodmourningministry.net  

or call Jackie at 517-449-2928.   
Seating is limited. Registration is $10. 

 
Please register by September 13, 2023 

 
*with light breakfast options available at 9:30 a.m. and lunch. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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What is the Prayer Tree?   
 
 
 

 
 The Prayer Tree is an organized group of individuals who pray for our 
parish family. Prayer requests are confidential and are not shared with 
anyone outside of the prayer tree members. Parishioners can add their 
prayer requests for themselves, family members, or friends by 
contacting the Parish Office at 989-224-8994. The prayer request will 
be passed on to the prayer tree participants within one business day.  

 
The prayer list published in the bulletin is not the same as the Prayer 

Tree.  
To add an immediate family member to the bulletin prayer list call  

the office 989-224-8994. 

MassTimes.org provides worship 
�mes, loca�ons, contact info, 
websites and maps of over 117,000 
churches in 201 countries and 
territories. 

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968
3 locations to serve you:

St. JohnS office
989-224-9511

fowler Branch
989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

For Advertising Information call:
GREG POPE  616-295-0390

By frequenting these advertisers
you are directly supporting the

publication of this bulletin.

Call Greg Pope: 616-295-0390 or 
email: gpope@diocesan.com for details!

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

© 2023 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340522
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340519
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Family
Funeral Homes Hapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

ass St., St. Johns • 989-224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA
DOUG

NURENBERG
FICF, LUTCF

Life Insurance
Annuities  

Long Term Care 
Disability Income

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

989-292-1583

(989) 593-3104
Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com

135 N. BATH
FOWLERathews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner                     504 E. Steel
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