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Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Dave Klein 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an �ni�a�on of Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

Medical Emergencies requiring an 
Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n.) 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on (in the church) 
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 
BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Mondays at Noon for the following weekend. Send 
to stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Beverly 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Daniel Blair 

Bob 
Joan Bozung 

 

Carol Burgtorf 
Joseph Caudy 
Sherri Couch 

Friend 
Marcia Goerge 

Melissa 
Brenda Higgins 
Judy Kissane 

Korine 
Mary 

Matthew 

Myah 
Noah 

Danielle P. 
Patricia 

Jenny Pytlowanyj 
Jerry Schafer 

Joany Schrauben 
Donna Smith 
Jason Thelen 

Michael VanElls 
Jeff Wadell 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Bill Darnell 

Susan Darnell 
Please pray for our 
parishioners in the 
service,  especially: 

Bryce Bongard 
William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 

 To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 
please call: 
989-224-8994 or email  
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 

*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n prayer lists. 

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ●  October 2 
 Zechariah 8:1-8/Ma�hew 18:1-5, 10 
No Mass 

Tuesday ●   October 3 
 Zechariah 8:20-23/Luke 9:51-56 
7:00 p.m. Mass †Carol Burns    
     By:  Diane Burns and Family 
Wednesday ●  October 4   
 Nehemiah 2:1-8/Luke 9:57-62 
12:05 p.m. Mass †Dale and †Isabell Baker 
     By:  Jim and Pat Brya 
Thursday ●  October 5 
 Nehemiah 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Luke 10:1-12 
8:30 a.m. Mass †Mike Norris 
     By:  Knights of Columbus  
Friday ●  October 6 
 Baruch 1:15-22/Luke 10:13-16 
8:30 a.m. Mass †Deceased members of the Mar�n  
    and Simon Families  
     By:  Roy and JoAnn Simon 
Saturday ●  October 7 
 Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29/Luke 10:17-24 
8:30 a.m. Mass and Benedic�on 
    For the end to abor�on  
5:00 p.m.   Mass †Josephine Rogers 
     By:  Lee and Dori Smith 
Sunday ●  October 8 
 Isaiah 5:1-7/Philippians 4:6-9/Ma�hew 21:33-43 
8:00 a.m. Mass The People of the Parish 
 
10:00 a.m. Mass †Bill Lapeer 
     By:  Celes�ne and Joan Schaub 
 
12:00 p.m. Mass  †Bob Frechen and †Ray Trevino  
     By:  The Family 
 
 
6:00  p.m.  Mass in Spanish 
     For the Holy Souls in Purgatory  

First Friday Exposition of the  
Blessed Sacrament on October 6/7 
 
The Blessed Sacrament will be Exposed for Adora-
tion following the 8:30 a.m. Mass on First Friday, 
October 6 and Reposed prior to 8:30 a.m. Mass on 
First Saturday morning, October 7. 
 
All are welcome to attend this beautiful time of pray-
er in the presence of our Eucharistic Lord! 
 
You do not have to be scheduled for a specific hour, 
however, we are in need of subs for the following 
hours this month: 

 
Friday: 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., 
2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday at 1:00 a.m. 
 
 
Please call or text Rebecca at (989) 
292-2072 if you plan to attend at one of 
these hours or if you have questions. 

 
 
 
 

 

Gavin and Kaleigh (Schneider) Percha 
 

Who were married here at St. Joseph’s on  
September 23, 2023 

The Sanctuary Lamp 
Will burn from  

October 1 to 7, 2023 
In memory of 

Deceased members of the  

Knights of Columbus 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 3 
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 

Is it Exciting, or is it 
Boring? 
I was listening in my car to the Catho-
lic Channel on Sirius-XM recently 
when the announcer said something 
that really caught my attention. He 
said he thinks that Mass is boring. My 
immediate reaction was “how is this 
guy going to keep his job?” -- consider-
ing his channel is funded by the Arch-
diocese of New York. Unfortunately, I 
arrived at my destination before he 
went any further in his discussion 
about the Mass, so I wasn’t able to 
hear his explanation or point to which 
he was trying to make. But I would 
like to state that the Mass is not in-
tended to be entertainment.  It is wor-
ship, it is prayer, it is a Eucharistic 
celebration - the “source and summit” 
of our faith. 

The radio discussion, however, did 
lead me off to thinking about other 
parish faith offerings, since it came 
only a couple days before I attended a 
diocesan conference about parish stra-

tegic planning. St. Joe’s planning team 
members will be working on more than 
just a new mission statement, but will 
try to identify the needs of the parish 
going well into the future and thus 
prepare St. Joe’s to meet them. 

The toughest question to answer is 
what can we offer beyond the Mass 
and other existing liturgies that will 
help adults grow in their faith. Of big 
concern is what parishioners under the 
age of 45 desire to help build their 
faith going forward, because there are 
a large number of parishioner-led min-
istries driven by retirees. We would 
like to hear from that age group to 
allow us to lay the foundation for 
them, because there will be a changing 
of the guard sometime, and ideally we 
will have desired programs in place to 
allow that to take place somewhat 
smoothly. 

October provides great opportunities 
for parishioners who haven’t been in-
volved to sample some of what we  
offer. Our pro-life leaders will display 
the small white crosses across the 
church grounds as a reminder to all of 
us of the number of babies aborted 
each year in the state of Michigan. 
Why not stop in church regularly this 
month to pray for the unborn? Along 

those lines of promoting life, please 
support the October dresser ministry 
to help mothers and their infants by 
donating baby goods. 

Next weekend there are two worth-
while events to consider. The first is 
the “Grieving with Great Hope” work-
shop for those struggling from the loss 
of a loved one. The other is the 
“Women of Hope” day-long retreat, a 
great opportunity for prayer and quiet 
reflection prior to the craziness of the 
upcoming holiday season. 

Our Christian Initiation Director, 
Amanda Grigar, has three items of 
note: first a book club study this 
Wednesday, showing of the faith-
based series “The Search” each Thurs-
day and a presentation of a Eucharis-
tic Miracle walk-through display the 
next two weekends as part of the 
Church’s year-long devotion to the 
Real Presence. 

It’s important for all of us to support 
these ministries so that parishioners 
can grow in their faith. Remember, 
God created us to “do,” not just “be.” 
So “do” and grow. 

Deacon Eric 

deaconeric@hotmail.com 

Women of  Hope 
Day Retreat 

Saturday, October 7, 2023 
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

St Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt MI 

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary will host a one-day retreat titled 
“Faith, Not Fear...Worry”.  The day includes a continental  
breakfast followed by presentation, discussion and reflec-
tion.  Lunch will be provided.  Tickets cost $30.00 and can 
be purchased at the parish office.  This day will provide an 
opportunity to gain insight on how to address the challeng-
es faced in our world.  

For more  information, call Mary Beth at (989) 227-0088. 

St. Joseph  
Church Senior 

Appreciation Mass 
and Lunch  

Wednesday, October 18 at noon 
at the Columbian (K of C) Hall,  

1108 N. US-127 
We will start with Mass at noon followed by lunch and more! 

All seniors of the parish and those who care for them  
are invited !! 

No cost for attending. 
 If you need extra help getting to this event, please call the parish 

office at (989) 224-8994 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4   BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
October 7/8 

Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Volunteer 
Volunteer 

8:00 a.m. Volunteer 
Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. Volunteer 
Volunteer 

12:00 p.m. Volunteer 
Volunteer 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 
5:00 p.m. Group 2 
8:00 a.m. Group 2 

10:00 a.m. Group 2 
12:00 p.m. Group 2 

Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Beth S. 
8:00 a.m. Dean H. 

10:00 a.m. Ted S. 
12:00 p.m. Mary Beth E. 

Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5A 
8:00 a.m. Group 8B 

10:00 a.m. Group 10D 
12:00 p.m. Group 12A 

Collection Counters:     October 2   Group 1 

Sanctuary Cleaners:      Bonnie Wohlfert/Jodie George  

St. Joseph Catholic School 
LUNCH MENU 

F�� ��� ���� �� O������ 2-6, 2023

Monday:     Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes with 
gravy, corn, applesauce, and milk. 

Tuesday: Chicken noodle soup with crackers, blue 
berry muffins, fruit, and milk. 

Wednesday: Cheese pizza, carrots, fruit, and milk. 

Thursday-Friday No school - St. Joes students only 

Students: $3.25 (includes milk) Milk  $0.50 
Adults:    $5.00 (includes milk) 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider.

S���������� 
For the weekend of  September 25, 2023 
Adults (179) Envelopes/Gi�s:  ......................... $14,723.76 
(Including online giving) 
Loose Cash: ........................................................... $955.00 
Total: ............................................................... $15,678.76 
Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: ....................................... $1,071.00 
Building Fund:  ...................................................... $265.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund:  ...................................... $95.00 

Our weekly average since July 1, 2023 is  $16,828.94.  If we 
con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our budgeted 
goal. 

K-12 Youth Mass for
Religious Education 

The K-12 Religious Education Wednesday Youth Pro-
grams and families are scheduled for a Youth Mass on 
Wednesday, October 4 at 7:00 p.m. 

K-12 Religious Ed Classes are scheduled as usual,
children will attend Mass during class.  Please mark
your calendars and we’ll see you there.

For questions, contact Jen Nelson at 
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com 

Donations for All Saints Family Night 
The K-8 grade religious program is seeking donations 
for their annual ALL SAINTS FAMILY NIGHT ON  
OCTOBER 18th.   
We are looking for any (used or new) holy items such 
as:  holy cards, crucifixes, statues, prayer books, Bi-
bles, saint pictures, rosaries, etc.  The items are used 
for prizes and a lesson on Sacramentals.  Please drop 
off your donations at the parish office before Tuesday, 
October 17th. 

Thank you! 
Contact Jen Nelson at dre.stjoseph@gmail.com 

for questions. 

Do you have questions about 
St. Joseph Catholic School or are  
interested in registering this 2023/24 
school year?   

Please contact Chris wells at 
princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 6 

October 
Dresser Ministry 

For Shared Pregnancy in 
Lansing 

October is “Respect Life” month.  You can help fill 
the Pack ‘n Play located in the new gathering space 
for babies and moms who need our help.  All dona-
tions will go to Shared Pregnancy in Lansing.   

Shared Pregnancy is an organization  dedicated to 
providing women in unexpected and challenging 
pregnancies with emotional, material, and spiritual 
support.  

Some suggested items: 
Diapers (especially sizes 4 or 5) 
Baby wipes, Baby wash, rash ointment, mittens and 
gloves (12 months-2T) winter hats, (18 months -2T) 
coats or snow suits (12 months-2T) Bottle brush, 
breast pump, diaper backpacks, car seat covers, 
board or soft books, towels. 

The Vatican  
International Exhibition: 

Eucharistic Miracles of the 
World 

Coming to St. Joseph Parish,  

October 6-15 

With an extensive assortment of photographs and his-
torical descriptions, the exhibition presents viewers 
with the opportunity to make a spiritual pilgrimage to 
over twenty countries as they learn about 152 of the   
Eucharistic miracles recognized by the Church.   
Complete details coming soon. 

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…  
Jer. 1:5 

Life Chain 2023 
Sunday, October 1 

2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

Grand River Avenue 
From E. Lansing to Williamston 

The Lansing Area Life Chain provides a  
powerful witness to the sanctity of human life.  

Join us for an hour of prayer for the hearts to change and 
abortion to end in our state, our nation and around the world. 

(meet at Abbot Rd in downtown East Lansing, Brookfield Pla-
za in East Lansing, St. Martha Church  in Okemos or Main 
Street in Williamston near St. Mary’s) 

To celebrate the Feast of 
St Francis of Assisi,  

known for his love of all 
God’s creatures,  

we will be holding a  
Blessing of the Animals  

service 
Wednesday, October 4 

At 5:30 p.m. 
at the school parking lot 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This fall,  
explore life’s mysteries at  

St. Joseph Parish 
 

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
in the reception overflow room 

of  the church basement  
 

Thursdays:   
October 5, October 12,  

October 19, October 26,  
November 2, and November 9. 

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968
3 locations to serve you:

St. JohnS office
989-224-9511

fowler Branch
989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Family
Funeral Homes Hapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

ass St., St. Johns • 989-224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA
DOUG

NURENBERG
FICF, LUTCF

Life Insurance
Annuities  

Long Term Care 
Disability Income

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

989-292-1583

(989) 593-3104
Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com

135 N. BATH
FOWLERathews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner                     504 E. Steel

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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