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Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Dave Klein 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an �ni�a�on o� Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n) 
 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Beverly 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Daniel Blair 

Bob 
Joan Bozung 
Carol Burgtorf 

Sherri Couch 
Friend 

Marcia Goerge 
Melissa 

Brenda Higgins 
David Higgins 

Korine 
Lynday Lucier 
Alissa Mckeown 

Mary 

Matthew 

Myah 
Noah 

Danielle P. 
Patricia 

Jenny Pytlowanyj 
Frank Rademacher 

Jerry Schafer 
Joany Schrauben 

Donna Smith 
Jason Thelen 

Michael VanElls 

Jeff Wadell 
Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Bill Darnell 

Susan Darnell 
Please pray for our 
parishioners in the 
service,  especially: 

Bryce Bongard 
William Hess 

Jake Hoskins 
Jacob Longoria 

Eric Martin 
Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 
 To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 
please call: 
989-224-8994 or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 

*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n prayer lists.

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Jacob Wenzlick 

Natividad (Nani) Cabrera 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ●  November 20 
 1 Maccabees 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Luke 18:35-43 
No Mass 

Tuesday ●   November 21 
2 Maccabees 6:18-31/Luke 19:1-10 

7:00 p.m. Mass †Jan Vermeersch  
By:  Tuesday SVDP Volunteers 

Wednesday ●  November 22 
2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31/Luke 19:11-28 

12:05 p.m. Mass †Judy Armbrustmacher 
By:  Family 

Thursday ●  November 23 
Thanksgiving 
 1 Maccabees 2:15-29/Luke 19:41-44 
No Mass 

Friday ●  November 24 
 1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59/Luke 19:45-48 
No Mass  

Saturday ●  November 25 
1 Maccabees 6:1-13/Luke 20:27-40 

5:00 p.m.   Mass The People of the Parish 

Sunday ●  November 26 
Christ the King 

Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17/1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28/ 
Ma�hew 25:31-46 

8:00 a.m. Mass †Hilary Schmitz 
By:  Roy and JoAnn Simon 

10:00 a.m. Mass †Bill Kissane 
By: Judy Kissane 

12:00 p.m. Mass †Karmen (Simons) Grech 
By: Sharon Fitzpatrick 

6:00  p.m.  Mass in Spanish 
For Cancer Pa�ents 

Eucharistic Adoration 

“To be near God is  my happiness, to place 
my hope in God the Lord”   

  Psalm 73(72):28  
(Communion Antiphon for Sunday, November 19) 

Are you interested in committing to one hour of prayer 
before Our Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament on 
the First Friday of each month? Please call or text  
Rebecca at 989-292-2072. 

The Sanctuary Lamp 
Will burn from  

November 19 to 25, 2023 
In memory of 

Carol Frechen 

 
Parish Office Hours 

 Monday- Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. to noon   
1:00 p.m.to 5:30 p.m. 

 Thursday and Friday:         Closed  
for Thanksgiving 

Rest in Peace 
Our prayers and sympathies 
to the family and friends of 

Douglas W. Schafer 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 

NDE’s -- Something to 
Ponder 
I’ve never spent much time think-
ing about Near-Death Experienc-
es (NDE’s), but that’s changed 
with my viewing of a new movie 
entitled “After Death.” Presented 
in a documentary style, the mov-
ie follows the stories of several 
people who have had an NDE 
and the outcomes vary greatly. 
The experiences, however, show 
a great similarity. Many of the 
people report hovering above 
their bodies at crash sites or 
hospital operating rooms. Many 
see a tunnel of light that they de-
scribe as “pure love.” 

I am neither promoting nor dis-
couraging anyone to go see the 
movie. I will say that it is well-
produced -- a product of Angel 
Studios of “The Chosen” fame 
and if you are even remotely in-
terested or have read any of the 
books from which the movie 
drew material, than you will likely 
enjoy it. (The Church has not tak-

en an official position on NDE’s, 
so, in Fr. Mike’s words, you can 
believe or not believe, like private 
revelation.)  

As I mentioned, I had never put 
much thought into NDE’s and 
what little I did think of it led me 
to think it would be, in technical 
language, “pretty cool.” But ac-
cording to many of the events 
studied, that is not the case. A 
person who was in a horrific auto 
crash, for example, came back to 
his severely-mangled body which 
took many months from which to 
recover. There was no miracle 
cure associated with his NDE. 
Another man had his wife and 
children turn against him, think-
ing he was crazy as he constant-
ly pushed the concept of love. 
The wife divorced him. But an 
interesting turnaround then oc-
curred in his relationship with his 
father, who accepted his over-
tures of love. The father had 
physically and psychologically 
abused the man when he was 
growing up. A part of God’s plan 
perhaps? 

One more item of note worth 
mentioning is that many people 
never talk about their experienc-

es fearing what happened to the 
man I just mentioned -- that peo-
ple won’t believe them and think 
they are mentally challenged. 
Some tell their spouses after a 
few years while some reveal the 
NDE details only to a therapist. 
Then there are those who pro-
cess their NDE and go about 
their lives secure in their minds 
that there is such a thing as a 
soul and heaven. 

God is mentioned in the film sev-
eral times by those with NDE’s, 
but the movie does not include 
any priest or Catholic representa-
tives. The most skeptical scien-
tist of the movie makes it clear 
near the end, that these are sto-
ries of resuscitation, not of 
resurrections. When he started 
his research, he had serious 
doubts about NDE’s, but by the 
end, he was totally involved in 
their study. His role as a scien-
tist, he says, is to follow the data. 

So see the movie if you want. 
Believe what you want to believe. 

Deacon Eric 

deaconeric@hotmail.com 
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Clinton Community 

Thanksgiving Celebration 

The Clinton Community Thanksgiving Celebration is back, 
but desperately needs workers!  Shifts generally are two 
hours long and run all through Thanksgiving week. Food 
prep will be at the Columbian Hall Monday-Wednesday 
and event workers will be needed at 
the St. Johns Lutheran Church.  

Please go to this website to sign up to 
volunteer:   

ccthanksgiving.org. 

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary 
Advent Celebration 

Taste & See….. the Goodness of the Lord 
Guest speaker; Deb Amato 

Friday, December 1, 2023 
Knights of Columbus Columbian Hall 

1108 N US Hwy 27, St. Johns 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
The evening begins with wine tasting and light snacks 
Then progresses to the Advent reflection and desserts 

$12.00 per ticket 
Available at the parish office 

Please bring a personal hygiene items to be donated to 
 The Women’s Safe Center 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4   BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

St. Joseph Catholic School 

LUNCH MENU
F�� ��� ���� �� N�������  20-22, 2023

Monday:    Tortilla chips with cheese and meat sauce, 
lettuce salad, fruit, and milk. 

Tuesday: 1/2 day of school-students dismissed at  
12:00 p.m.  No lunch will be served.   
Please bring a cold lunch. 

Wednesday: No School-St Joe students only 
Thursday: Thanksgiving Recess 

No School 
Have a Blessed Thanksgiving 

Students: $3.25 (includes milk) Milk  $0.50 
Adults:    $5.00 (includes milk) 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider.

S���������� 
For the weekend of  November 12, 2023 
Adults (203 Envelopes/Gi�s):  ......................... $19,547.26 
(Including online giving) 
Loose Cash: ........................................................... $969.18 
Total: ............................................................... $20,516.44 

Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: ....................................... $1,591.00 
Building Fund:       ................................................  $230.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund:  .................................... $305.00 

Our weekly average since July 1, 2023 is  $17,794.02.  If we  
con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our budgeted 
goal. 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
November 25/26 

Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Averie D. 
Charleigh F 

8:00 a.m. Joanne H. 
Miles S. 

10:00 a.m. Quinn D. 
Bryson S. 

12:00 p.m. Nolan C. 
Emelia C. 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 
5:00 p.m. Group 3 
8:00 a.m. Group 3 

10:00 a.m. Group 3 
12:00 p.m. Group 3 

Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Lisa W. 
8:00 a.m. Kathy W. 

10:00 a.m. Ted S. 
12:00 p.m. Dawn L. 

Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5B 
8:00 a.m. Group 8D 

10:00 a.m. Group 10C 
12:00 p.m. Group 12A 

Collection Counters:    November 20  Group 4 

Sanctuary Cleaners:    Becky Swender & Barb Longoria 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
Parish Office Closure 
When St. Johns Public School closes for Inclement weather, 
so does St. Joseph Catholic Church parish office.  If there is a 

weekday Mass scheduled that day, the Mass will still take place.  Please 
consider all precautions if you still plan on attending the weekday Mass.   
If you have any questions or concerns, please call the parish office. 

K-8th Grade Religious Education News:
 No K-8th Grade Classes on Wednesday,

November 22 due to the Thanksgiving holiday
 Wednesday, December 6th Update:  Cookies

and Cards with St. Nicholas Night and regular
classes at 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  Parents are
invited to help in the classrooms or with cook-
ie decorating (no large group family night as
previously scheduled).  Details will be emailed
to religious education families.

9th Grade Confirmation Session 
The 9th Grade Confirmation students are sched-
uled to meet on Wednesday, November 29 from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria.  
Students are asked to bring a Bible to the  
session, extra Bibles will be provided if needed.  
The evening will also include Youth Group (9-12 
High School Group) activities at the end of the 
session.   
For questions, contact Jen Nelson at 
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 5 

November 19 
Before Mass this weekend, we reflected on the Last 
Four Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven, Hell. To 
learn more, check out these resources: 

Video 
 The Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven,

Hell by Fr. Mike Schmitz (Formed.org, 1 hour, 8
minutes)

 The Last Things (Formed.org, 32 minutes)
 The Last Things: What Happens after We Die?

(Formed.org, 19 minutes)

Audio 
 The Four Last Things (Audio CD): Reflections on

Death, Judgment, Heaven &amp; Hell, Regis Martin
S.T.D. Catholic Courses (ISBN 1618900099 / 978-

1618900098)
 The Four Last Things: Death, Judgement, Hell,

Heaven, Regis Martin. Catholic Courses Institute
 (ASIN B07ZTQPLSP) eBook

Text 
 Death, Judgment, Heaven, Hell: Meditations on the

Four Last Things, St. Alphonsus Liguori (ISBN
1530479126 / 978-1530479122) eBook available

 The Four Last Things: A Catechetical Guide to
Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. Fr. Wade
Menezes. EWTN Publishing, Inc. (ISBN
1682780422 / 978-1682780428)

 The Four Last Things - Death, Judgment, Hell, and
Heaven, Fr. Martin von Cochem (ISBN
1523497963 / 978-1523497966)

 Aquinas on the Four Last Things: Everything You
Need to Know about Death, Judgment, Heaven,
and Hell, Kevin Vost. Sophia Institute Press (ISBN
1644132990 / 978-1644132999)

 101 Questions &amp; Answers on the Four Last
Things (Responses to 101 Questions), Joseph T.
Kelley Paulist Press (ISBN 0809143755 / 978-
0809143757)

Are you or someone you know the right person 
for this job? Please listen to God’s calling – you 
might be the one! 

CRISTO REY CHILDREN’S HOME 
(formerly known as St. Vincent Children’s Home) 

is seeking a DIRECTOR. 

We have plans to re-open the Children’s Home. This ser-
vice is greatly needed for children 6-17 years who need a 
residential treatment setting which is safe and secure. 
YOU may be their hope for the future. 

You need compassion and experience to take on this po-
sition, please email your resume to Vicky at 
vschultz@cristoreycommunity.org. You must have a Mas-
ter’s Degree with at least 2 years of experience in a child 
care or placement agency or a Bachelor’s Degree with 4 
years post-bachelor’s degree experience in a child caring 
institution or child placing agency. Salary range - 
$80,000-$100,000 with full benefit package. 

Please pray for us that we find the right person for this 
challenging position. 

A Prayer for Thanksgiving 
Loving God, 
We turn our hearts to you on this day for giving thanks,  
mindful of your many gifts. 
For each one, we are grateful. 
For each one, we are blessed. 
For each one we are opened to the abundance of your love. 
May this Thanksgiving Day offer a re-
minder to be generous with others, as you 
are with us.   
We praise you. 
We rejoice in you. 
We give you thanks. 
Amen 

Lansing and need the  
Anointing of the Sick? 

When you or your loved one is ill, receiving the Sacrament of 
the Sick is important.  When in a Lansing area hospital, please 
let your attending nurse know you would like the Anointing of 
the Sick.  They will contact the chaplain who will, in turn, 
contact a local priest who is “on call” to come and give you 
the sacrament.  This is the quickest way for you or your loved 
one to receive the sacrament, if they didn’t already receive it 
before going into the hospital. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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6 FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

SCRIP gift card fundraising! 
Do you enjoy giving Gift Cards? 

For those of you that aren’t aware of this, our 
SCRIP program is open to everyone. You do not 
need to have a child enrolled at St Joseph’s school 
to utilize this program.  

SCRIP is a form of fundraising for our school by 
simply purchasing gift cards to various businesses 
that allow a  percentage of your purchase to go 
back to our school at no cost to you.  You can 
purchase cards from gas stations, restaurants, 
and many clothing and accessory stores.  Or 
simply purchase a Visa Gift Card with no activa-
tion fee like so many bank and stores require.  

You simply fill out our SCRIP order form that lists 
gift cards from various businesses and restau-
rants.  Drop off your orders with your check at the 
school before 10:00 a.m. on Mondays and cards 
will be available for pick up Thursday in the school 
office. 

You can find the order form on our website at St 
Joseph Church under School/Supporting St. Joes/ 
SCRIP or in the parish office.   

Kroger Community Rewards 
Kroger donates millions of dollars 
to charities in Michigan through 
their rewards program that is linked 
directly to their customers’ Kroger 
Plus Cards.  

Sign into your Kroger digital account and begin 
earning money for our school.  Link your Kroger 
Plus Card to St. Joseph Catholic School, and with 
each purchase you make, St. Joe’s will get a per-
centage of your spending.  Detailed information is 
available on the parish website under School/
Supporting St. Joe’s/SCRIP. 

What is the Prayer Tree?  

The Prayer Tree is an organized group of individuals who 
pray for our parish family. Prayer requests are confidential 
and are not shared with anyone outside of the prayer tree 
members. Parishioners can add their prayer requests for 
themselves, family members, or friends by contacting the 
Parish Office at 989-224-8994. The prayer request will be 
passed on to the prayer tree participants within one 
business day.  

The prayer list published in the bulletin is not the same as 
the Prayer Tree.  

To add an immediate family member to the bulletin prayer 
list, call  the office 989-224-8994. 

Have you liked us on FACEBOOK? 
St. Joseph Church, 

St. Johns, MI 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
St. Johns, MI 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Average Joe’s men’s group. 
8:30—10:00 AM  in the church basement. 

The St. Joseph "Average Joes" men's group             
is open to all men of all faiths. Our mission is 

to share some spir-itual discussion and to 
encourage fellowship among men in our 

community.  

Our slogan:  
Share some wisdom and 
enrich the soul. A warm 

wel-come is extended to all 
men who seek a casual 

setting in which to consider 
God's blessings and His 

plan for our lives. 

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968
3 locations to serve you:

St. JohnS office
989-224-9511

fowler Branch
989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Family
Funeral Homes Hapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

ass St., St. Johns • 989-224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA
DOUG

NURENBERG
FICF, LUTCF

Life Insurance
Annuities  

Long Term Care 
Disability Income

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

989-292-1583

(989) 593-3104
Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com

135 N. BATH
FOWLERathews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner                     504 E. Steel

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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