
Fourth Sunday of lent  March 10, 2024  

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Dave Klein 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an �ni�a�on o� Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n) 
 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Beverly 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Joan Bozung 
Carol Burgtorf 
Lisa Clarizio 
Sherri Couch 

Friend 

Joe 
Cindy Fontus 

Marcia Goerge 
Melissa 

Brenda Higgins 
David Higgins 

Korine 
Lynday Lucier 

Alissa Mckeown 
Gabrielle Meece 

Mary  
Matthew 

Myah 

Noah 
Danielle P. 

Patricia 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Frank Rademacher 
Jerry Schafer 

Joany Schrauben 
Donna Smith 
Jason Thelen 

Michael VanElls 
Jeff Wadell 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Bill Darnell 

Susan Darnell 
 

Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

 
William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 

 
 

Eric Martin 
Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 

 

To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 
please call: 989-224-
8994 or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Abstinence and Fasting:  Catholics of age 14 and old-

er abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 

and all Fridays of Lent.  In addition, on Ash Wednesday 

and Good Friday, Catholics from ages 18-59 must fast 

(limit themselves to one full meal and two smaller meals) 

each of those days. 

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● March 11 
Isaiah 65:17-21/John 4:43-54 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday ● March 12 
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12/John 5:1-17 

7:00 p.m.  †Olga Mar�nez  

   By:  Charles and Lisa Wieber  

Wednesday ● March 13 
Isaiah 49:8-15/John 5:17-30 

12:05 p.m. Mass †Bob Skriba 
   By:  Family  
 
Thursday ● March 14 
Exodus 32:7-14/John 5:31-47 

8:30 a.m. Mass  †Patricia Kulczynski & living and deceased  
      members of the family 

   By:   Brian and Deb Szpont 

Friday ● March 15 
Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22/John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30  
8:30 a.m. Mass  †Bill Fox 
     By:  Charlie and Lisa Wieber 
6:00 p.m.  Sta�ons of the Cross 
 
Saturday ● March 16 
Jeremiah 11:18-20/John 7:40-53 
5:00 p.m.   Mass    †Bob Nurenberg 
   By:  Doug and Rebecca Nurenberg 
  
Sunday ● March 17 
Jeremiah 31:31-34/Hebrews 5:7-9/John 12:20-33 
 8:00 a.m.  Mass  †Jack and †Marie Mar�n   
   By:  Bob and Helen Skriba  
 
10:00 a.m. Mass   †Edgar Conley (3rd anniversary) 
   By:  Conley Family 
   
12:00 p.m. Mass  The People of the Parish 
 
 6:00 p.m.  Mass in Spanish 

Mass Reflections:  More Resources 
This week the reflection before Mass focused on the ongoing 
requirement to do penance on Fridays:  For more information: 
Videos:  Why Do Catholics Do Penance on Fridays? (30 
minutes, 20 seconds, Formed.org) 
Poco a Poco:  Franciscan Friars of the Renewal, episode 149 
(60 minutes, Formed.org) 
Mark:  Faith Not Fear (Episode 4, Feasting and Fasting) (30 
minutes, 30 seconds, Formed.org) 
Readings: 
USCCB.org, search for keywords “Friday meat penance” and 
you’ll find these articles: 
 Pastoral Statement on Penance and Abstinence 
 Call to Prayer: Pledge to Fast 
 Fast & Abstinence 
Also look for “A Reflection on Lenten Fasting” on usccb.org 

St Gerard Church-Lansing 
Communal Penance Service 

Sunday, March 10 at 2:30 p.m. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
St Mary Parish-Westphalia 

Monday, March 11, 2024  

at 6:30 p.m. 
There will be eight priests in attendance 

The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

March 10 to 16, 2024 

Stu Fitzpatrick 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 
 

Time to Re-focus? 
Well here we are smack dab in 
the middle of Lent, with 21 days 
to go until Easter.  We’ve all 
been very diligent in meeting our 
goals of increases in prayer, fast-
ing and almsgiving, right? Proba-
bly not for most of us, so I figured 
it was a good time today to take 
a deep breath, relax and re-focus 
our Lenten energies. Perhaps it 
will be moderating goals that 
were too difficult. Maybe it’s just 
a matter of telling ourselves that 
we just need to jump back on the 
horse and set a firm resolve to 
meet those goals we set back on 
Ash Wednesday. To help us to 
relax and re-focus a bit I’m going 
to give everyone a 30-second 
humor break, with one of my fa-
vorite church-related jokes. 
 

As the story goes, an infor-
mation technology geek from 
the diocese stopped by a par-

ish on his routine annual 
check and was taken aback 
by one of the passwords 
used by the secretary. 
“HueyDeweyMickeyMinnieFr
edWilmaCinderellaPokemon 
is an excessively long pass-
word,” he said. “Why do you 
have such a big password?” 
he asked. 
The secretary was puzzled by 
the query and stated: “Well, 
last year you told us our 
passwords had to be eight 
characters long.” 
(This would never happen at 
St. Joe’s -- I don’t think.) 

 
Character is something we work 
on during Lent, with our prayer, 
fasting and alms-giving. We test 
ourselves against our tempta-
tions, and even if we haven’t 
been 100 percent successful in 
our Lenten initiatives so far, we 
can all be a bit stronger in our 
resolve. At this point we need to 
convince ourselves that we can 
close out Lent this year on a high 
note. Maybe some of us need a 
motivating thought to push us 
through. Maybe something like: 

“It’s not how many times you get 
knocked down that count, but 
how many times you get up.” We 
need to tell ourselves: “Just do 
it.” (Hey, that would make a great 
marketing slogan for an athletic 
shoe company, don’t you think?) 
 
One great recharging technique, 
of course, is Reconciliation. We 
know we have a God of second 
chances, but do we have a God 
of free passes? By going to Rec-
onciliation we have the oppor-
tunity to ask for forgiveness and 
absolution of our sins, even if we 
repeat the same ones over and 
over. But does our God of mercy 
allow virtually everyone into 
heaven, even if they left their 
tickets at home? The answer of 
course is “No,” because we have 
a just, as well as merciful, God. 
So, it’s up to us to take the initia-
tive and get our houses in order. 
Let’s suck it up and “just do it.” 

 

Deacon Eric  

deaconeric@hotmail.com 
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Lenten Soup Dinners 
All are invited 

 
St Monica Ladies Auxiliary will be hosting a soup 
supper at 5:30 p.m. on  March 13th at the Columbi-
an Hall.  The charity to be spotlighted will be Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters.  The soup supper provides an 
opportunity to fast be eating a light meal and give 
alms by donating to a charity what a full meal would 
have cost.  All are invited to come share delicious 
soups and learn about the many services that Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters provides 
to our community. 
 
Please consider donating soup 
or bread for the soup suppers.  
There will be sign-up sheets in 
the church gathering space.   

Eucharistic Adoration  
 
“Through adoration, the Christian mysteriously contrib-
utes to the radical transformation of the world and to 
the sowing of the Gospel.  Anyone who prays to the 
Savior draws the whole with him and raises it to God.  
Those who stand before the Lord are therefore fulfilling 
an eminent service.  They are presenting to Christ all 
those who do not know Him or are far from Him; they 
keep watch in His presence on their behalf.”  

   Pope St. John Paul II (Letter, John 26, 1996) 
 

Adoration need not occur only during times of Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  We can stop in to visit Our Lord at any time 
that the church is open.  This Lent, come spend some time with 
our Lord and pray for the needs of our world.  
 
If you are interested I making a monthly Holy Hour on First Fri-
day’s text/call Rebecca at 989-292-2072. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4                                 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
March 16/17 

Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Averie D. 
   Charleigh F. 
  8:00 a.m. Miles S. 
   Volunteer 
  10:00 a.m. Quinn D. 
   Bryson S. 
  12:00 p.m. Nolan C. 
   Emelia C. 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:   
 5:00 p.m. Group 1 
 8:00 a.m. Group 1 
 10:00 a.m. Group 1 
 12:00 p.m. Group 1 
 
Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Lisa W. 
 8:00 a.m. Lu Anne C. 
 10:00 a.m. Ted S. 
 12:00 p.m. Linda S. 
 
Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5C  
 8:00 a.m. Group 8E 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10C 
 12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
Collection Counters:   March 11  Group 1 
 
Sanctuary Cleaners:    Judi Thelen & Thelma Miller 

St. Joseph Catholic 
School  
LUNCH MENU 
F�� ��� ���� �� M���� 11-15, 2024 

Monday:     Grilled cheese sandwich, baked beans, mixed  
  fruit, and milk. 
Tuesday:  Corn Dog, carrots, pears, and milk.  
Wednesday:  Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes with gravy, 
  warm apples with cinnamon, and milk. 
Thursday: Chicken salad in an edible bowl, peaches, and 
  milk. 
Friday:  Cheese stuffed breadsticks with dipping sauce, 
  broccoli, fresh orange, and milk. 
 
Lunches are $3.25    Milk  $0.50 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. S���������� 

For the weekend of March 3, 2024 
Adults (296 gi�s Including online giving):  ...... $16,511.01 
Loose Cash:........................................................... $697.45 
Total: ............................................................... $17,208.46 
 
Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: .......................................... $185.00 
Building Fund:       .............................................. $7,668.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund:  ...................................... $35.00 
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2023 is  $18,989.58.  If we  
con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our budgeted 
goal. 

Rite of Enrollment Confirmation Mass for 
 8th Graders 

8th grade students are scheduled for the Rite of En-
rollment Mass on Tuesday, March 12 at 7:00 p.m.  
This is for all current 8th grade students who are seek-
ing the Sacrament of Confirmation in the spring of 
2025.  Students and their Sponsors should meet in the 
school cafeteria at 6:00 p.m. 
 
If you have not received an email yet, please contact 
Jen Nelson at dre.stjoseph@gmail.com or 989-224-
8537. 

Parents with  one or more students attending  
Lansing Catholic High School may apply for a parish 
subsidy grant from St. Joseph Church to help with tui-
tion costs. There are basic requirements to apply and 
forms are available through the parish office or on our 
website:  

stjoecatholic.com/forms/  
 
Application deadline is March 31, 2024 for the 2024-25 
school year.  

Lenten Almsgiving 

This year’s Lenten Almsgiving is for our 
local food banks.  There are boxes located 
at the back of church.   Please take one for 
your family.  At the end of the Lenten sea-
son, please write a check for the amount 
collected.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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March 16, 2024 

6:00 p.m. 
Raffle tickets can be purchased through the school   of-
fice, Parish office, or a committee member.  Get 1 ticket 
for $100, 2 for $175, or 3 for $250.   There will be five 
winners:  1st - $7000, 2nd $5000, 3rd - $2000, and 4th 
(2) $500 winners.  A minimum of 400 tickets need to be 
sold or the drawing will revert to a 50/25/25.  A maximum 
of 700 tickets will be sold.  You don’t need to be present 
to win.  50/50 raffle tickets can only be purchased at the 
event. 
Dinner tickets can be purchased online only at 
one.bidpal.net/stfr24.   
Doors open at 5:45 p.m. and dinner will be served at 
6:30 p.m.   

This year’s event features live entertainment by  

Miranda & the M80s.   

Silent auction items can now  
be previewed at  

http://bidpal.net/sjfr24.  
Bidding will start on March 14th.  

FUND-A-NEED 2024 
Install phones in all the classrooms.  Teachers 
currently have to use their cell phones when at 
school.  This will help improve school safety and 
communication.   Year one or two for future locker  
renovations.  You can donate online at  
http://bidpal.net/stfr24 or send/drop off mone-
tary donations to the school office indicating that 
your donation is for Fund-A-Need.  Our goal is to 
raise $20,000.00 

FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED              5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who has made a gift or pledge com-
mitment to our Diocesan Services Appeal.  Our gifts to DSA 
enable our diocese to provide services crucial to our parish. 
The programs and services funded by DSA offer direct assis-
tance to individuals and families, and to parishes, schools, 
and Catholic Charities agencies.  An “Offering of Just” is 
enriching the Church right now through our contributions to 
DSA helping to support dozens of ongoing ministries. 
 
If you have not yet made a gift or a pledge, I invite you to do 
so today.  Gift envelopes are available in church or the parish 
office.  Or you may submit your gift online at 
www.dioceseoflansing.org/appeal.  Your  DSA gift will 
support the vital services and ministries that help bring the 
love of Christ to all we encounter. 
 
In our first weekend we reached 1.6% of our DSA goal of 
$98,185.00 from only 16 families.  We are grateful for these 
contributions and invite others to join together to push us 
over goal for the benefit of our parish and the wider church. 

Knights of Columbus #3281  
1108 N. BUSINESS-27 • ST. JOHNS  

FISH FRY 
 

Friday, March 15 & 22 

4:00 pm to 7:00 pm Dine In - All You Can Eat   

Take-Out Dinners Available -  

 
Baked Fish, Fried Fish, Baked Potato, Steak Fries, Macaro-
ni & Cheese, Green Beans, Coleslaw, Dinner Roll  

$15 Adults; $8 Children 6-12:  Under 6 Free     
Cash or Check Only 

Easter Flower Dedications 
If you would like to make a donation of any 
amount towards our various Easter flowers in 
memory or in honor of a loved one, please use 
this form and place in the pink trimmed “Easter 
flowers, Decorations & Other Liturgy Expenses” 
envelop found in your March/April packets.  

Dedicated by:   
 

__________________________________ 
 

In Memory of          or          In Honor of  
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

 
Please return to the parish office by Monday, 

March, 25th to be included in the Memorial List. 
 

Donations received in excess of flower costs will be applied 
towards decorations and other liturgical expenses. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Fourth Sunday of lent  March 10, 2024  

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED                6 

calendar 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Accept the Challenge 
Be the MAN you are called to be 

March 16 2024 
9:00 a.. To 5:00 p.m.  

George Gervin Gameabove Center at Easter Michigan University 
799 N Hewitt Rd., Ypsilanti 

 
Gentlemen of the parish are invited to attend the Diocese of Lansing 
Catholic Men’s Conference taking place on Saturday, March 16 from 9:00 
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti.  

Visit https://www.acceptthechallenge.org  
The DeWitt Council of the Knights of Columbus have rented Dean Trail-
ways charter bus to take to this conference.  Seats are $25 per person.  If 
you are interested in joining them, please contact Andrew Rademacher at 
517-819-8692 for more details.  Please arrive by 7:15 a.m. on March 16th 
to the Catholic Community of St. Jude in the northwest parking lot.   
Please note you will need to register for the conference separately at the 
above website. 

Lenten Almsgiving--St. Vincent Catholic Charities 
Refugee Program 

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary is offering another opportunity for 
Lenten Almsgiving--St. Vincent Catholic Charities Refugee Pro-
gram.  SVCC provides essentials for refugees from the Middle 
East and Africa who come seeking safety and peace.  These 
refugees arrive with nothing but hope. SVCC helps provide hous-
ing, clothing, food and employment opportunities.  SVCC is 
reaching out to Catholic parishes for assistance in meeting the 
many needs of these refugees. 
There will be a collection box in the gathering space of the 
church from March 1-17 for donations, which will then be taken to 
SVCC in Lansing.   
Requested items include:   
adult clothing such as underwear, sweatpants and sweatshirts 
(non-specific sized items).   
 
Most  needed household items are:   
twin sheet sets, silverware sets, trash bags, bath towels, cereal 
bowls, pots and pans and blankets (no throws).   
Lesser needed items:  laundry baskets, mops/buckets/brooms, 
shower curtains, pillows, drinking glasses, serving utensils, hang-
ers, toothpaste, and body lotion.   

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968
3 locations to serve you:

St. JohnS office
989-224-9511

fowler Branch
989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Family
Funeral Homes Hapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

ass St., St. Johns • 989-224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA
DOUG

NURENBERG
FICF, LUTCF

Life Insurance
Annuities  

Long Term Care 
Disability Income

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

989-292-1583

(989) 593-3104
Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com

135 N. BATH
FOWLERathews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner                     504 E. Steel

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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