
sixth Sunday of easter  May 5, 2024  

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Mar� Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Glenn Esch 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an �ni�a�on o� Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n) 
 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

109 Linden Street 
Saint Johns, Michigan 48879-1837 
(989) 224-8994 
Fax: (989) 224-3475 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Beverly 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Joan Bozung 
Carol Burgtorf 
Lisa Clarizio 

 
 

 
Sherri Couch 

Friend 
Joe 

Cindy Fontus 
Marcia Goerge 

Melissa 
Brenda Higgins 
David Higgins 

Korine 
Alissa Mckeown 
Gabrielle Meece 

 

 
Myah 
Noah 

Patricia 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Frank Rademacher 
Deacon Marv & Tita 

Jerry Schafer 
Joany Schrauben 

Donna Smith 
Jason Thelen 

Michael VanElls 
 

Jeff Wadell 
Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Bill Darnell 

Susan Darnell 

 
Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 
 

William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 

To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 
please call: 989-224-
8994 or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“Then two recounted what had taken place on the way and how He was made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.”  Luke 24:35 

 
Jesus revealed Himself in a special way “in the breaking of the 
bread” at Emmaus and continues to do so for us in the Holy Eu-
charist. 
 
Are you interested in attending Eucharistic Adoration on a  weekly 

or monthly basis?  Call or text Rebeca at 989-292-2072. 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 

Monday ● May 6 
Acts 16:11-15/John 15:26--16:4a 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday ● May 7 
Acts 16:22-34/John 16:5-11 

7:00 p.m.  Mass 
  †Bob Miller 
   By:  Thelma Miller 

Wednesday ● May 8 
Acts 17:15, 22--18:1/John 16:12-15 

12:05 p.m. Mass  
  †Bob and †Carol Thelen   
   By: Dan and Deborah LeVeque   

Thursday ● May 9 
Acts 18:1-8/John 16:16-20 

8:30 a.m.  Mass 
  †Daniel Blair 
   By:  Tuesday Morning Bible Group 

Friday ● May 10 
Acts 18:9-18/John 16:20-23  

8:30 a.m. Mass 
  †Richard Andrews 
   By:  Karen Wood and Sharon Conley  
   Families  
Saturday ● May 11 
Acts 18:23-28/John 16:23b-28 
5:00 p.m.   Mass   
  †Leon Armbrustmacher 
   By:  Lynn and Deb Denovich  
Sunday ● May 12 
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 
Acts 1:1-11/Ephesians 1:17-23 or Ephesians 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13/ 
Mark 16:15-20  
 8:00 a.m.  Mass  †Lewis Kramer 
   By:  Joe and Helen Kus 
 
10:00 a.m. Mass  †Rich Childers 
   By:  His Family  
 
12:00 p.m. Mass  The People of the Parish 
  
6:00 p.m.  Mass  †Olga Mar�nez  

The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

May 5 to May 11, 2024 
in memory of 

Paul Geller 

 

 
 

Quinn J. Keilen &  

Brad G.Wilton 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. to noon 
     1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Friday    9:00 a.m. to noon 
                                         1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Let us pray for all the children who, 

 today, for the first time,  

will receive the Lord Jesus in  

Holy Communion.   

May they love Him with all their hearts 

and forever live faithfully.  

 Let us pray for Lord. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 

 
A Little of This, a Little of That 
Every now and then, I have few 
items in mind that alone don’t fill a 
column, but are worthy of mention. 
Today is one of those days. 
 
Deacon Jerry and I recently attend-
ed a regional diaconate meeting in 
which we heard a somewhat sober-
ing presentation about an upcoming 
set of bills in the state Senate which, 
if approved, would legalize physician
-assisted suicide in Michigan. Those 
of us who have been around a while 
remember the trial and conviction of 
Dr. Jack Kervorkian, who was found 
guilty of second degree murder in 
the death of a patient via the doc-
tor’s “suicide machine” in 1999. 
These proposed bills would make 
such actions legal in Michigan. 
 
The presentation by diocesan Fertili-
ty and Life Ministries Director Jenny 
Ingles, was not only a warning, but a 
call to action for priests and deacons 
to educate the public on these bills 
which will be strongly opposed by 
the church. The same teaching ap-

plies here as it does with abortion -- 
God must be the one who decides 
when we die. There is no right to kill 
oneself, or assist someone to kill 
themselves. The fight will be be-
tween those who argue for so-called 
“death with dignity” and those who, 
like the Church, stand for basic hu-
man dignity -- that all life is sacred 
from conception until natural death. 
 
Ingles says the bills will likely be 
taken up in the Senate in late June. 
This is a time when lawmakers are 
generally in a hurry to get out of 
Lansing for summer break and 
sometimes they rush through bills 
that need more vetting. Three states 
have already approved physician-
assisted suicide, as has Canada, 
and the issue is before legislators in 
almost 30 other states. Please pray 
for sanity and the defeat of these 
bills, please pray for human dignity 
and please pray for life. (Stay tuned 
for more info). 
 
REMINDERS: We have two wonder-
ful adult faith learning opportunities 
coming up at St Joe’s and they won’t 
cost us but an hour or two of time. 
The first upcoming chance to grow 
in our faith is this Thursday May 9th. 
Catholic historian Phillip Campbell 
will give a presentation on some of 
the dark moments in Church history 

and how the Church survived. If you 
think historians are boring, you 
haven’t heard Phillip Campbell, who 
recently presented his very engag-
ing conversion story on EWTN’s 
“The Journey Home” (now available 
on You Tube). Phillip’s talk will be in 
the church basement at 6:30 p.m.  
 
And one week later, Fr. Mike, Dea-
con Jerry and I will be in front of a 
standing-room-only (maybe) church 
ready to answer questions about the 
faith, church doctrine, ordained life 
or the parish in general. This is an 
opportunity for parishioners who 
have sometimes said “I wonder 
about…” regarding the faith but nev-
er found out. It’s not about stumping 
the pastor and his deacons, but 
about enhancing our faith and clear-
ing up questions you may have 
about the parish. That will be Thurs-
day May 16th in church at 6:00 p.m. 
You can submit questions ahead of 
time through the parish office or by 
dropping them in the Sunday collec-
tion basket. 
 
 

Deacon Eric  

deaconeric@hotmail.com 

THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED                3 

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary 
St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary received a thank you note from Carolyn McQuillan 
of Big Brothers/Big Sisters to share with the parish.  Ms. McQuillan was very 
grateful for being invited to the Lenten Soup Supper to speak about BB/BS and 
enjoyed meeting so many kind people at the supper.  She was pleased with the 
parishioner’s interest in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program and  hopes parish-
ioners will continue to support the BB/BS mission to give children and teens the 
support they need to thrive.  For more information, go to bbbsmcr.org. 
 

This thank-you highlights one of our projects St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary provides for the par-
ish.  Join us at our next monthly meeting May 13th at 6:30 p.m. at the Columbian Hall.  All 
ladies of the parish are invited to join and enjoy fellowship in the planning of future events 
such as a proposed painting project.  For questions, please call Mary Beth at (989) 227-0088. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4                                 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 Liturgical Minsters 
May 11/12 

Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Averie D. 
   Charleigh F.   
  8:00 a.m. Miles S. 
   Volunteer 
  10:00 a.m. Mara T. 
   Ellis T. 
  12:00 p.m. Nolan C. 
   Emelia C. 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:   
 5:00 p.m. Group  2 
 8:00 a.m. Group  2 
 10:00 a.m. Group  2 
 12:00 p.m. Group  2 
 
Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Beth S. 
 8:00 a.m. Rich H. 
 10:00 a.m. Tori S. 
 12:00 p.m. Debbie T. 
 
Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5A 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8C 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10C 
 12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
Collection Counters:    May 6 Group 2 
 
Sanctuary Cleaners:    Lori Pung & LuAnn Keilen 

S���������� 
For the weekend of April 29, 2024 
Adults (213 gi�s Including online giving):  ...... $13,078.02 
Loose Cash:........................................................... $732.00 
Total: ............................................................... $13,810.02 
 
Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: ............................................ $70.00 
Building Fund:       ................................................. $230.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund:  .................................... $185.00 
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2023 is  $19,273.87.  If we  
con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our budgeted 
goal. 

St. Joseph Catholic 
School  
LUNCH MENU 
F�� ��� ���� �� M�� 6 -M�� 10, 2024 

Monday:     Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes with  
  gravy, corn, applesauce, and milk. 
Tuesday: Chicken fettucine with breadsticks, green  
  beans, fruit, and milk. 
Wednesday:  Hot dog and French fries, fruit, and milk. 
Thursday: Chicken wrap, lettuce salad, fruit, and milk 
Friday:  Cheese pizza, carrots, apple crisp, and milk. 
 

Milk choice includes chocolate fat free milk  
or white 1% Low fat milk  

 
Lunches are $3.25    Milk  $0.50 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

9th Grade Post Confirma�on Session, 
Youth leadership sign ups, and Pizza!! 

All current 9th grade students are invited to a�end a post-
Confirma�on gathering on Wednesday, May 15 at 5:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. In the lower level of the church.  We are looking for 
high school youth leaders for the 2024/25 year and you qualify!  
We have some promising things in store for the Youth Group (HS 
Faith Forma�on) next fall and can’t do it without you!  Join us 
for pizza and a chance to sign up for Youth Leadership. 
 
This is also a great opportunity to gain service hours during high 
school.  Why do this?  Come and find out!  RSVP to Jen at 
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com or 989-224-8537.  
If you are a HS junior or senior please contact Jen for more infor-
ma�on. 

Vaca�on Bible School 
Due to the construc�on in the school VBS will be canceled 
for this summer, 2024.  We look forward to next year to 
celebrate this faith-filled week of fun with all the children 
and families. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED              5 

The Dresser Ministry:  
May is the month of Mary. In honor of our Holy 
Mother, we will be filling a  “pack and play” for 
babies and their moms to be donated to the Baby 
Pantry in St. Johns. The Baby Pantry will accept 
all baby item donations but especially needs the 
following: 
  

 Larger diapers (sizes 4 and up) 

 Pull ups 

 Baby wipes 

 Paper products:  facial tissue, 
toilet paper, and paper towers. 

 Personal care items 
 
Thank you in advance for your 
support!  

Jim Lawless 

May 2024 

St. Joseph School  
Spring Concert 

 
May 9 2024 

6:30 p.m. 
                 in the school gym 

 

All are welcome! 

What is the Prayer Tree?   
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Prayer Tree is an organized group of 
individuals who pray for our parish family. 
Prayer requests are confidential and are not 

shared with anyone outside of the prayer tree 
members. Parishioners can add their prayer 
requests for themselves, family members, or 

friends by contacting the Parish Office at 989-
224-8994. The prayer request will be passed on 

to the prayer tree participants within one 
business day.  

 
The prayer list published in the bulletin is not the 

same as the Prayer Tree.  
To add an immediate family member to the 

bulletin prayer list call  
the office 989-224-8994. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED                6 

Baccalaureate Mass 

All graduating seniors are invited to the Baccalaureate 
Mass on Sunday, May 19th at the 10:00 a.m. Mass.  
Seniors should arrive at 9:30 a.m. in the lower level of 
the church for instructions.  Mass will follow with a 
reception.   

 
Please RSVP by May 9th, at 989-224-8537 or  

email Jen at dre.stjoseph@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This weekend we reached 120.4% of our DSA  goal of 
$98,185.00 from only 276 of our 1010 families with total 
pledged at $109,779.78.  We are grateful for these 
contributions.  If you have not yet made a pledge, 
please consider supporting our appeal with a gift that 
will benefit the work of Christ in our parish and through 
the wider church.  You may submit your gift online at 
www.dioceseoflansing.org/appeal or with a DSA pledge 

envelope to the parish office.  
 
Remember, now that we have reached our goal, 
one half of all additional donations received 
comes back to Joseph Church.   

 

Face to Face with History:   
Confronting the Dark Spots of Catholic History 

Thursday, May 9, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 

St Joseph Parish 
Guest Speaker: Phillip Campbell will discuss the problem of scandal and corruption throughout Church 
history.  This talk will help empower you to confront historical scandals with faith, as well as handle these 
conversation with confidence and grace when others bring them up. 

In a Lansing Hospital 
and need the  

Anointing of the Sick? 
When you or your loved one is ill, receiving the Sacra-
ment of the Sick is important.  When in a Lansing area 
hospital, please let your attending nurse know you would 
like the Anointing of the Sick.  They will 
contact the chaplain who will, in turn, 
contact a local priest who is “on call” to 
come and give you the sacrament.  This 
is the quickest way for you or your loved 
one to receive the sacrament, if they  
didn’t already receive it before going 
into the hospital. 

Young Adult Pilgrimage 
Young adults of the Diocese of Lansing! Don’t miss out 
on registering for the young adult pilgrimage on July 26
-28th!  Tickets sell out quickly due to this being a State-
wide Catholic pilgrimage! There will be Mass all 3 days 
(one on Lake Huron at our campsite, another at the 
Cross in the Woods, and another in the city of Indian 
River where we will then have a Eucharis�c procession 
to the Cross in the woods), spiritual reflec�ons along 
the hike, ra�ing, swimming, and camping.  Great op-
portunity for young adults around Michigan to share 
faith and outdoor adventure together.  Pray about join-
ing us!   

pilgrimage2024.eventbrite.com  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Therese Church - Posi�on Openings 
102 W Randolph St., Lansing  

frfain@s�herese.org 

Bookkeeper/Business Manager Posi�on 
And 

Maintenance/Custodial Supervisor 
 For a complete job description, please contact Fr. John Fain 
at the number or email above. The position will be open until it 
is filled.  

Blended Families Retreat 
Traditional marriage preparation programs often fall 
short for couples entering blended family marriages.  
Unlike typical unions, stepfamily marriages involve ad-
dressing dynamics concerning ex-spouses, co-
parenting, loss, step-parenting, spiritual shame, financ-
es, and the diverse expectations of both children and 
adults.  Neglecting these complexities risks marital dis-
solution.  The Marriage and The Blended Family Re-
treat provides a safe space for couples to navigate 
these challenges, offering insights into stepfamily life 
and fostering open dialogue on critical issues.  Facilita-
tors, experienced in their own blended family journeys, 
offer guidance and support to at-
tendees.  For more information on 
dates and locations to register for 
upcoming retreats, go to  
dioceseoflansing.org/blended fam-
ilies or scan the QR code 

THANK YOU to all our  

bulletin advertisers!!  

 

The advertisements that appear in this 

bulletin completely defray all publishing 

costs which the church would otherwise 

incur. Please patronize the sponsors on 

the back of this bulletin and thank them 

for their kind generosity.  

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968
3 locations to serve you:

St. JohnS office
989-224-9511

fowler Branch
989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

 989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA

(989) 593-3104
Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com
989-593-2111

135 N. BATH
FOWLER

989-593-2111

athews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO CARE&

2017
ESTABLISHED

2761 N. US Highway 27 • St. Johns

Parishioner Tom Thelen • Owner
Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs

989-224-0004

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

Clover Carpet Cleaning

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

LES MILLER & SONS 
AGGREGATES INC.

PICK UP OR DELIVERY

989-593-2055

Vitek Real Estate

Ray Vitek
Broker/Owner

Office: 989-224-4000
Home: 989 224-4730 Email: rayvitek@charter.net

Residential • Farms • Income • Commercial

Open by
appointment only

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner                     504 E. Steel

Parishioners

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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