
Twenty-third Sunday of Ordinary time  September 8, 2024  

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Mar� Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Glenn Esch 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an �ni�a�on o� Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n) 
 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099  LLiinnddeenn  SSttrreeeett  
SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnnss,,  MMiicchhiiggaann  4488887799--11883377  
((998899))  222244--88999944  
FFaaxx::  ((998899))  222244--33447755  
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm  
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Sawyer Ballinger 

Lisa Clarizio 
Sherri Couch 

Friend 
Cindy Fontus 

 

Marcia Goerge 
Brenda Higgins 
David Higgins 

Korine 
Alissa McKeown 

Myah 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Frank Rademacher 
Deacon Marv & Tita 

Joan Schrauben 
 
 

 
Michael VanElls 

Jeff Wadell 
Jerry 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Bill Darnell 

Susan Darnell 

 
 

Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  

 

Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 
 
To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 

please call the parish 
office: 989-224-8994 
or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● September 9 
1 Corinthians 5:1-8/Luke 6:6-11 

No Mass 
 
Tuesday ● September 10 
1 Corinthians 6:1-11/Luke 6:12-19 

7:00 p.m. Mass †Judith Ann Reaves   
  By:  The Ladies of the Rosary Group  
   
Wednesday ● September 11 
1 Corinthians 7:25-31/Luke 6:20-26 

12:05 p.m. Mass †Fred Rogers    
  By:  Monica Klaver and Family 
  
Thursday ● September 12 
1 Corinthians 8:1B-7, 11-13/Luke 6:27-38 

8:30 a.m. Mass †Bill Lapeer    
  By:  Doug Hogan   
  
Friday ●  September 13 
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22B-27/Luke 6:39-42 

8:30 a.m. Mass †Adeline Schafer    
  By:  The Sunshine Club 
 
Saturday ● September 14 
Numbers 21:4b-9/Philippians 2:6-11/John 3:13-17 
5:00 p.m.  Mass  In Honor of Alan and Mary Harr  
   (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
  
Sunday ● September 15 
Isaiah 50:5-9a/James 2:14-18/Mark 8:27-35 
8:00 a.m.   The People of the Parish 
 
10:00 a.m.   †Charles Wadell  
   By:  Gail Wadell 
12:00 p.m.   In  Honor of Fr. Bob Irish   
   By:  Barb Yaich 
6:00 p.m.    Mass in Spanish  

The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

September 8- 14, 2024 
in memory of 

Nick Kurncz 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to Noon 

1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 

Friday 
9:00 a.m. to Noon 

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The Catholic Biblical School of Michigan is an adult 
faith formation ministry, with engaging, expert 
teachers that make reading the Bible a prayerful, 
inspiring part of our faith. A new 
course is launching this fall at Most 
Holy Trinity in Fowler, and scholarships 
are available to all who ask.  For more 
information, go online to cbsmich.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 

Happy, Happy, Joy, Joy 
We can’t let today go by without 
giving a shout-out to our school: 
Happy Birthday, St. Joseph 
School, you may be 100 years 
old today, but with your “full faci-
al” this summer, you look great. 
Let’s look back at the school’s 
early history and let’s set Mr. 
Peabody’s Way-back Machine 
for 1923. 
 
In August of 1923, St Joe parish-
ioners held a church and mort-
gage burning ceremony at the 
site of the proposed new school. 
Before the new structure could 
go up, of course, an old structure 
had to come down. So a week 
after the mortgage burning event, 
workers started demolishing the 
old C.B. Giffel’s home just east of 
the church on Cass Street. 
 
On September 8th , there was a 
moment that would go down in 
parish history - perhaps I should 
say up, then down in parish his-
tory. It seems there was a stub-
born apple tree stump at the rear 
of the Giffel’s property, so dyna-
mite was used to blow it up. And 

up it went - way up. When, as the 
law of gravity requires, it came 
down, it crashed through the roof 
of neighbor William Smith’s 
home - reportedly shaking up 
Smith’s daughter. Fortunately, no 
injuries were reported. I’m guess-
ing they were a bit more careful 
in getting the stump out of the 
upper floor room of the Smith 
home than they were in getting it 
out of the ground. 
 
Excavation of the site began the 
next week, but before it was 
completed, Pastor Thomas Car-
ey was transferred to Lapeer and 
was not able to be around for the 
laying of the cornerstone the next 
spring. That job went to the new 
pastor, Fr. Vincent Hankerd who 
did the honor in May 1924. In his 
remarks that day, Fr. Hankerd 
praised the generosity of the do-
nors to the school project and 
offered hope for those who were 
to pass through the school: 
     

By the end of the summer, the 
school was completed. On Sep-
tember 8, 1924, exactly one year 
after the flying tree stump inci-
dent, the new school’s doors 
opened and children in grades 
one through eight were greeted 
by the teachers - sisters of Saint 
Joseph from Nazareth Michigan 
near Kalamazoo. 
 
Newcomers to the parish may 
not know, but the original school 
building as just described is actu-
ally the middle portion of the cur-
rent school. The front section of 
the school just renovated was 
built in 1959 and the back of to-
day’s school (the part with the 
gym) was built in 1963. And we 
have lived up to Fr. Hankerd’s 
hope that the thousands of chil-
dren who have passed through 
St. Joe’s doors enjoyed 
“blessings of religious charity and 
goodness that the school taught 
and influenced.” May God contin-
ue to bless Principal Chris Wells 
and our dedicated staff of teach-
ers and aides during the 2024-25 
year. 

 

Deacon Eric  

deaconeric@hotmail.com 

THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 

Traveling Chalice for Vocations 
If you love the Catholic Faith and want to 
contribute in a meaningful way, please pray 
for vocations.   
 
The Knights of Columbus has provided a 
traveling Chalice that you can take home for 
a week of daily prayers.  The chalice is locat-
ed on a table in the 
front of the annex.  
Simply sign up for the 
week that you want, 
and the Chalice as well 
as suggested prayers are 
yours for that week. 

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary 
Monday, September 16 in the church library 

6:30 p.m. 
 
This month’s St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary meeting will be in the church li-
brary.  All ladies of the parish are invited to join our fun and busy meeting, 
during which we will stuff “Happy Packs” for our teachers.  These individual-

ized packs will give the teachers some needed goodies to 
help make the school year a happier one.  We will present the 
packs to the teachers the following week. 
 
Also, final plans for the Clean Comedy event (tickets will 
be available) will also be made to make for a successful 
event.  As usual there will be time for some snacks and 
fellowship.  Please join us for all the fun!  Call  Mary Beth 
at (989) 227-0088 for more information. 

“It is the wish of the writer of 
this record,” he said, “that 
who   ever  reads it may be 
able to judge that there was 
earnest piety in the hearts of 
those who gave generously 
for the building, and may he 
enjoy in his time, blessings 
of religious charity and 
goodness that the school 
taught and influenced.” 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 Liturgical Minsters 
September 14/15 

Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Icnacio O. 
   Volunteer  
  8:00 a.m. Volunteer 
   Volunteer 
  10:00 a.m. Margie K. 
   Oliver B. 
  12:00 p.m. Lyndie R. 
   Mason W. 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:   
 5:00 p.m. Group  2 
 8:00 a.m. Group  2 
 10:00 a.m. Group  2 
 12:00 p.m. Group  2 
 
Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Lisa W. 
 8:00 a.m. Rich H. 
 10:00 a.m. Jane M. 
 12:00 p.m. Debbie T. 
 
Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5B 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8A 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10A 
 12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
Collection Counters:    September 9  Group 4 
 
Sanctuary Cleaners: Bonnie Weber and Mary Cole 

Do you have questions about  
St. Joseph Catholic School or are 
interested in registering this 2024/25 school 
year?  Please contact Chris Wells at: 
princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org. or call 
(989) 224-2421 

St. Joseph Catholic 
School  
LUNCH MENU 

F�� ��� ���� �� S�������� 9-13, 2024 

Monday:     Grilled cheese, green beans, apple crisp, 
  and milk. 
Tuesday: Ziti, breadsticks, carrots, fruit, and milk. 
Wednesday:  Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes, corn, 
  and milk. 
Thursday: Burger with cheese, friend chips, fruit,  
  and milk 
Friday:  Tacos (softshell), lettuce salad, fruit, and  
  milk. 
Lunches are $3.25   Milk  $0.50 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

K-8 Religious Educa�on Classes Start Soon! 
The K-8 Grade Religious Educa�on Classes start on Wednes-
day, September 11 at 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. in the school.  All par-
ents and children are asked to meet in the cafeteria at 6:00 
p.m.  Religious Ed Registra�on forms are available in the 
main church entrance and online at stjoecatholi.com  Please 
contact Jen Nelson for ques�ons at 989-224-8537 or 
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com 
9th Grade Confirma�on Candidate/Sponsor Mee�ng 
All 9th grade Confirma�on students and sponsors are 
mee�ng on Sunday, September 15 at 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. in the 
school cafeteria.  Confirma�on students/parents are asked 
to fill out the K-9 grade religious educa�on registra�on 
forms and the Applica�on for Confirma�on that are availa-
ble in the church and online at stjoecatholic.om  Please con-
tact Jen Nelson for ques�ons at 989-224-8537 or 
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com 

Don’t Forget to Let Us Know Your 2024-25 Mee�ng 
 and Fundraising Schedules!! 

If you are part of a parish, school, or outside organiza�on that 
meets at the Church or School building, all mee�ngs and events 
must be scheduled through the parish office. Don’t assume we 
know about your mee�ngs.  We’d rather be told 10 �mes than not 
know at all!  
 
All organiza�ons planning on fundraising a�er Masses must also 
confirm dates with the parish office.  

S���������� 
For the weekend of September 2, 2024 
Adults (236  gi�s Including online giving):  ..... $15,437.11 
Loose Cash: .......................................................... $597.50 
Total: ............................................................... $16,034.61 
 
Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: ............................................ $79.00 
Building Fund:       ................................................. $198.09 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund:  ...................................... $23.00 
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2024 is  $18,151.53.  If we  
con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our budgeted 
goal. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Lady of Fatima 

	
	
	

Friday,	September	13,	2024	
6:00	p.m.	

The	front	steps	of	the	church	
To	commemorate	our	Lady’s	visit	
to	the	children	of	Fatima,	please	
join	us	as	we	pray	one	decade	of	

the	Rosary	and	
focus	on	prayer	to		
reunite	our	nation.	

FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED              5 

Do you like to sing? 
 

Our choir is always looking for new 
members.  If you are interested in 
joining the choir, please contact our  
Music Director, Jeff Richards at  
musicdirector.stjoseph@gmail.com. 

 
The Eucharistic Miracles of the 

World 
September 14-22, 2024 

St. Paul the Apostle Parish 
121 N Union Street, Ithaca MI 

 
Witness how Jesus has miraculously mani-
fested Himself through the sacrament of the 

Holy Eucharist. Through an extensive assortment of photo-
graphs and historical descriptions, the exhibition presents 
viewers with the opportunity to make a spiritual pilgrimage to 
over twenty countries as they learn about 152 of the Eucharis-
tic miracles recognized by the Catholic Church.  
 Saturday,  September 14 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM 
 Sunday,    September 15    9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
 September 16 - 21  10:00 AM - 8:00 PM 
 Sunday, September 22     9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

To help out or for more information, please 
email rcia.stjosephparish@gmail.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Have you liked us on FACEBOOK? 

  St. Joseph Church,  

  St. Johns, MI 

  St. Joseph Catholic School 
  St. Johns, MI 

6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

Our beloved retired Deacon Marv Robertson and 
his wife, have moved.   
Their new address: 

 Deacon Marvin and Tita Robertson 
 The Reserve at Red Run 

 30031 Dequindre Rd., Apt 344 
 Madison Heights MI  48071 

 
Please keep Deacon Marv and his wife, Tita, in 

your prayers. 

 
 
Would like to grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ?  
Do you know someone who has fallen away from the Church 
and you want to reach them but you just don’t know how to?  
This is why our parish has invested in FORMED, so that each of us 
might grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ and in our desire to 
share our Faith with others, especially those closest to us.  
With your free access to FORMED, 24/7 on your smartphone, 
computer, iPad, or Kindle, you can: 

 Prepare for Mass each week by watching an insightful five-minute 
video on the Sunday Readings 

 Enjoy movies as a family that are both nourishing and entertaining 

 Enrich your marriage with the award-winning video program 
Beloved 

 Help your children grow in faith and character with engaging 
children’s materials. 

 

Sign up for your free Formed account at:   
STJOECATHOLIC.FORMED.ORG 

Catholic	Women’s	Club	
Lunch Meeting 

September 12, 2024 at 12:30 p.m. 
Deli Café, Holt MI 

 
The Catholic Women’s Club will be holding their �irst meeting 
at the Deli Café, 4625 E Willoughby Rd., Holt.   It is women 
joining together to foster friendship, spiritual enrichment and 
to provide assistance to those less fortunate regardless of 
their faith.  Our	Speaker	will	be	Fr	Dwight	Ezop	editor of the 
Faith Magazine.    
 

Hope to see you there  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Why is it so important to register in a parish? 

Registration is the official way we join a parish community.  Many people think that because 
they attend a particular parish or were baptized here, they automatically registered.  At times  

young adults who have moved away for years or are still living with their parents think they 
are still signed up under their parent’s registration.  But membership requires signing up, for-
mally enrolling yourself in a parish.  Registration is a commitment to a community, a way to 
be included in the religious, social and ministerial activities of your parish.  We encourage 
and invite all adult members of our faith community (18 years or older) to register.  Registra-
tion shows you belong.  Being a registered parishioner makes the process much easier 
when it is time for infant baptisms, weddings, and when asked to be a Godparent/sponsor 
for Baptism or Confirmation.  Registering in your parish is a statement of faith and confi-

dence in the life and work of your parish.  To register in our parish, go to our website at 

stjoecatholic.com under “forms”, or stop by the Parish Office. 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(989) 593-3104
Call for a quote today!
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Parishioners
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