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Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Mar� Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Paul Atchley 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an �ni�a�on o� Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n) 
 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099 LLiinnddeenn SSttrreeeett 
SSaaiinntt JJoohhnnss,, MMiicchhiiggaann 4488887799--11883377 
((998899)) 222244--88999944 
FFaaxx:: ((998899)) 222244--33447755 
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm 
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm 
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Chris 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Lisa Clarizio 
Sherri Couch 

Verena DeBoer 
Mary Enneking 

Keith Enneking 
Friend 

Cindy Fontus 
Brenda Higgins 
David Higgins 

Korine 
Alissa McKeown 
Gabrielle Meece 

Myah 
Daniel Pung 

Jenny Pytlowanyj 
Frank Rademacher 

Deacon Marv & Tita 
Robertson 

Patricia Rojas 
Joan Schrauben 

Sherri 
Anne Thelen 

Michael VanElls 
Jeff Wadell 

Jennifer 
Jerry 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Bill Darnell 

Susan Darnell 

 
Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 

Eric Martin 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Jordan Van Amburg 
 
To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 
please call the parish 

office: 989-224-8994 
or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● January 27 
Hebrews 9:15- 24-28/Mark 3:22-30 

No Mass 
 
Tuesday ● January 28 
Hebrews 10:1-10/Mark 3:31-35 

7:00 p.m. Mass †Margaret Mary Klein 
   By:  Dan and Margaret Jorae 

Wednesday ● January 29 
Hebrews 10:11-18/Mark 4:1-20 

12:05 p.m.   †Wolodmyr (Walt) Pytlowanyj, Jr. 
   By:  Family 
 

Thursday ● January 30 
Hebrews 10:19-25/Mark 4:21-25 

8:30 a.m. Mass †Stan and †Rita Thelen 
   By:   Elsie Zuker 
Friday ● January 31 
Hebrews 10:32-39/Mark 4:26-34 

8:30 a.m. Mass †Monica Craig 
   By:  Lee and Dori Smith 
Saturday ● February 1 
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19/Mark 4:35-41 
8:30 a.m. Mass For an End to Abor�on 
 
5:00 p.m.  Mass †Terry Ken�ield 
   By:  Chris and Brenda DeLiso 
 
Sunday ●  February 2 
Malachi 3:1-4/Hebrews 2:14-18/Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
8:00 a.m. Mass The People of the Parish 
 
10:00 a.m.   In Honor of Fr. Mike Wiliams  
   By:  Ladies Usher Group 
 
12:00 p.m.  †Carl and †Laurene Thelen  
  and  †Donna Seay 
   By:  Family  
 
6:00 p.m.    Mass in Spanish    

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

 January 26 - February 1, 2025 

Carl Murray 

You are Invited:  
Rites of Entrance & Welcoming 

On Sunday, February 2 at the 12:00 noon Mass, the parish 
will celebrate the Rite of Entrance into the Order of Catechu-
mens (for those who are unbaptized), and the Rite of Wel-
coming of the Candidates (for those baptized in a different 
Christian denomination). In celebrating these rites, those who 
have been inquiring about Catholicism will officially and pub-
licly declare their intention to enter into a formal relationship 
with the Catholic Church, learning its ways and participating 
in its lifestyle. While the two rites share similarities, there are 
also important differences. For example, the unbaptized will 
begin the rite outside of the church, and be brought inside by 
Fr. Mike, and by extension, all of us. Meanwhile, those who 
are already baptized begin inside the body of the church, as 
we recognize them as our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
These rites mark the persons as members of the Catholic 
Church. However, they will not complete their initiation into 
full communion until they have received the three sacraments 
of initiation:  baptism, confirmation, and the Eucharist. 
 

All of the Catholic faithful have an important role to play in 
these rites, which is why we request the presence of as many 
parishioners as possible. During the rites, Fr. Mike will ask 
parishioners, “Are you ready to journey with these inquirers, 
helping them to know and follow Christ?” This question re-
quires an answer, but first, you should carefully consider the 
words:  how will you journey with them, and how can you help 
them to know and follow Christ? The answers to these ques-
tions will vary, but it is clear that the Church recognizes the 
crucial role of each person in doing their part to help new 
faithful on their faith journeys. Please pray for Chris, Jesse, 
Lindsey, Laureen, Randy, and all those considering becoming 
Catholic. 
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 

Birthday Wishes All Around 
“It is the wish of the writer of this 
record,” he said, “that whoever 
reads it may be able to judge that 
there was earnest piety in the hearts 
of those who gave generously for 
the building, and may he enjoy in his 
time, blessings of religious charity 
and goodness that this school taught 
and influenced.” 
 
I remember these words like it was 
yesterday, perhaps because it was 
just last September I wrote them to 
mark the beginning of the school 
year at St. Joe’s. The quote, you 
may remember, is from Fr. Vincent 
Hankerd as he spoke on the official 
first day of classes at the new St. 
Joseph School in 1924. 
 
As many of you know, the school 
has been quietly celebrating its 100 
th birthday already, but today is the 
official birthday party day led by a 

visit from Bishop Boyea. I don’t 
know how many students have at-
tended the school (my research as-
sistant, LOL, failed to gather that 
info) over the past century, but I do 
know that there are families with 
third generation students attending 
this year. What a wonderful testa-
ment to the people and the pastors 
of St. Joseph Parish over a period of 
100 years. Join in the celebration 
today (Sunday) at the school. 
 
If you’re an alum, you can walk 
through the school and reminisce a 
bit. If you’re not an alum, stop in an-
yway, have some cake and see 
what Principal Chris Wells and his 
talented staff are doing this 2024-25 
school year. May we all pray that 
this jewel of our community continue 
educating our children for decades 
to come. SOAR ON COMETS! 
 
But that’s not the only birthday of 
note this month. Last weekend, I 
was down in the Detroit area for my 
sister’s 80th birthday and several 
nephews and nieces that we haven’t 
seen in years were in attendance. It 
was a wonderful day that was sup-

posed to be capped with a Detroit 
Lions victory, but they apparently 
didn’t get the memo. We had to 
leave early because I was preaching 
Sunday morning, but when I got a 
text the next day from my niece that 
said “great birthday parties, yucky 
football,” I was reminded of what is 
important in my life. I responded to 
the text with “games come and go, 
families are forever.” I have a won-
derful large family and so does my 
wife. We are blessed and it’s mo-
ments like this when we are remind-
ed of such. Not everyone is so 
blessed. 
 
And I would be neglectful if I didn’t 
publicly give a birthday shout-out to 
my wife, who shares the same birth-
day as my sister. The party organiz-
ers did grant her a share in the cele-
bration and prepared a cake for her. 
It was not a milestone birthday for 
Mary Beth, but it does mean for the 
next two months, until my birthday, I 
will be dating an older woman. 
 

Deacon Eric  

deaconeric@hotmail.com 

THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 

              American Red Cross  
            Blood Drive  

               February 3 2025   
             10:45 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Knights of Columbus -  
Columbian Hall 

1108 N Business 127, St. Johns 

For the past 25 years, the Knights of Columbus have been hosting  
a blood drive for the American Red Cross.  During these 25 years, 
about 1,580 gallons of blood has been collected to be used for life 
saving measures, such as during surgeries or life saving transfu-
sions.  The blood drives are held the first Monday of  February, 
April, June, August, October and December.  The next drive will be 
held February 3rd from 10:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Prayerfully consid-
er becoming a donor.  You may contact the American Red cross at 
redcrossblood.org for more information or to make an appoint-
ment to donate.   

Unscheduled walk-in donors are also welcome. 

Sick or homebound? 
Please keep in touch!  Let us know 
your temporary address or your sit-
uation/plans.  Would you like to re-
ceive homebound Communion after 
surgery?  Are you hospitalized?  
We’re here for you and want to min-
ister to your needs, offer prayers, 
like to know how you’re doing, etc.  
Just call the office with an update, 
and we’ll connect to our Home-
bound Communion Team and/or 
add you to our prayer intentions, 
send mail to a different address., etc.   
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 Liturgical Minsters 
February 1 and 2 

Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Caroline V. 
   Blaze V. 
  8:00 a.m. Audrey D.  
   Cora D. 
  10:00 a.m. Cassie S. 
   Gracie H.   
  12:00 p.m. Max S. 
   Remington F. 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:   
 5:00 p.m. Group  1 
 8:00 a.m. Group  1 
 10:00 a.m. Group  1 
 12:00 p.m. Group  1 
 
Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Diane A. 
 8:00 a.m. Lu Anne C. 
 10:00 a.m. Renae S. 
 12:00 p.m. Debbie T. 
 
Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5A 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8A 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10A 
                    12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
Collection Counters:    January 27   Group 1 
 
Sanctuary Cleaners:   Pam Ervin and Karen Feldpausch 
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For the weekend of January 19, 2025 
Adults (256) gi�s Including online giving):  ..... $11,544.55 
Loose Cash: ......................................................... 1,094.00  
Total: ............................................................... $12,638.55 
 
Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: ............................................ $85.00 
Building Fund:       ................................................. $415.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund:  ...................................... $71.00 
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2024 is  $19,704.08.  If we  
con�nue to keep this average, we will  meet our budgeted goal. 

St. Joseph Catholic 
School  
LUNCH MENU 

F�� ��� ���� ��  J������ 27-31, 2025 

Monday:     Chicken tenders, carrots, fruit, and milk. 
Tuesday: Chicken noodle soup, crackers, muffin,  
  fruit, and milk. 
Wednesday:  Scalloped potatoes with ham, fruit, and  
  milk. 
Thursday: Hamburger with cheese, fried chips, fruit, 
  and milk. 
Friday:  No School 
 
Lunches are $3.25   Milk  $0.50 

K-12 Grade Religious Education  
January Calendar 

 Wednesday, January 29:  Confirmation class and 
       Interviews 
 
For more information, class times, and other dates go to: 
stjosecatholic.com 
Contact Jen Nelson at 989-224-8537 or 
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com with questions or to register. 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

Open Enrollment 
for  

New Families 

St. Joseph Catholic School is opening en-
rollment to all new families 
 Open seats in all grades BK-6 (limited, 

first come basis) 
 Begindergarten (Young Fives) - seats 

available.  Children turning age 5 by 
March 31, 2026 are eligible for the 2025
-2026 school year 

 Nurturing Christian faith, virtues, val-
ues and principles 

 Strong academic tradition 
Contact us for registration information or 
for a tour 989-224-2421 
principal@stjoecatholicschool.org 
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Parish Office Closure 
When St. Johns Public School closes 
for Inclement Weather, so does St. 
Joseph Catholic Church  
Parish Office.   If there is a weekday Mass 
scheduled that day, the Mass will still take place.  
Please consider all precautions if you still plan on 
attending the weekday Mass.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please call the parish  
office. 

100th Anniversary of  

St. Joseph School  

Celebration 
Bishop Boyea will be concelebrating the  

10:00 Mass next Sunday, January 26,  
as we kick off Catholic Schools Week  

with a special celebration of  
St. Joseph School's 100th anniversary.  

 Following the Mass there will be an  
Open House at the school until 2:00 p.m.   

Come and tour the school and  
check out the many displays 

 of the school's history,  
visit with current and former staff,  
enjoy light refreshments, reminisce,  

and maybe even see some 
former classmates.  

Please help share this information with 
those who now live away from  

the area  and may be interested. 

 
 
 
 
 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest 
Sunday, February 2, 2025 

3:00 p.m. 
St. Joseph School Gym 

Boys and Girls  
ages 9-14 are invited. 

Winners of each of the three divisions win a 
 $20 gift card.   

Win a trip to Oahu, Hawaii! 
St. Joseph Feast and Raffle Committee mem-
bers will be selling tickets at the back of 
church the following weekends: 
January 25 & 26, February 1 & 2, March 1 & 2 

    Tickets are: 
   1 for $50 

     3 for $125   
     5 for $200 

Grand prize is a 5 night stay in a beach front 
villa in Oahu, Hawaii plus $5000 cash  

or $10,000 cash only 
2nd prize is $2,500. 
3rd Prize is $1,000 

 
Please see the flier and brochure enclosed in 
this weekend's bulletin for complete details.  
Tickets will be drawn at the annual Feast and 
Raffle Dinner on March 15th.  You do not need 
to be present to win. 
 
Tickets are also available for purchase at the 
School Office, Parish Office or at the 100th   
anniversary school open house. 

Formed.org   
It’s like Netflix for Catholics! 

With a FORMED.org account you have access to 
free movies, programs, audio, and ebooks! 

 
Did you know that your FORMED subscription  includes in-

spirational, engaging content for your children? 
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Please pray for the following children preparing 
for First Holy Communion  

this 2025 Spring. 

Ava F. 
Paulina A. 
Oaklee B. 
Zachary B. 
Paola C. 
Thea D. 
Larson D. 
Zane D. 
Ava F. 
Atalia G. 
Joshua G. 

Jace G. 
Carly H. 
Kasin H. 
Micki H. 
Penelope K. 
Easton L. 
Lydia M. 
Sarah M. 
Zachary N. 
Addison P. 
Millie R. 

Owen R. 
Reed R. 
Roan R. 
Eli S. 
Kizer S. 
William S. 
Connor S. 
Henrik T. 
Sophia V. 
Brayden W. 

Please pray for the following  
Confirmation Candidates who will be  

Confirmed in March 2025. 

Noah B 
Logan F. 
Archer G. 
Lucas H. 
Trevor H. 
Teaghan H. 
Levi L. 
Claire M. 
Cole M 
Gage M.  

Lily Marie M. 
Madelyn P. 
Madden R. 
Ty S. 
Alayna S. 
Laney T. 
Jakson V. 
Gracyn W. 
Elliott W. 
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