DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY APRIL 27; 20025

ALL ARE WELCOME!
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace
and love, a place of ministry and renewal.
We welcome you to be part of our faith
community where the Word of God is
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the
Sacraments are celebrated.

Pastoral Care
Fr. Michael Williams
Deacon Marv Robertson (retired)

109 Linden Street Deacon Jerry Fust

Saint Johns, Michigan 48879-1837 Deacon Eric Elstro

(989) 224-8994 Worship

Fax: (989) 224-3475 Music e Jeff Richards
WWW.StjoecathOIic.com :::::ss: CLZi::ncil e Dick Weller
Stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail,com Finance Council e Scott Dzurka

Parish Secretary ¢ Judi Thelen
Business Manager ¢ Susan Mahoney
Maintenance e Paul Atchley

Family Ministries

Marriage Preparation e Fr. Michael Williams
Baptism e Please contact the parish office

St. Joseph School e Chris Wells

Religious Education Jen Nelson

Confirmation e Jen Nelson

Christian Initiation of Adults ¢ Amanda Grigar

Please call the parish office for more information
on our Family Ministries.

Medical Emergencies requiring an
Anointing of the Sick, please call 989-227-1244.

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421
Religious Education Office: (989) 224-8537

Regular Mass Schedule

Saturday ¢ 5:00 p.m.

Sunday e 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
Mass in Spanish ¢ 6:00 p.m.

(Holy Days e Consult the bulletin)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday ¢ 6:30 p.m.
Saturday e 4:00 p.m.

Prayer Tree
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

THIS WEEK'S LITURGIES

Monday e April 28
Acts 4:23-31/John 3:1-8

No Mass

Tuesday e April 29

Acts 4:32-37/John 3:7b-15

7:00 p.m. Mass tBob, tDean and tKatherine Gilroy
By: Family

Wednesday e April 30
Acts 5:17-26/John 3;16-21
12:05 p.m. Mass  7Stella Donahue (25 anniversary)
By: Deacon Eric and Mary Beth Elstro

Thursday e May 1
Acts 5:27-33/John 3;31-36
8:30 a.m. Mass tSister Marcia Andrews
By: Charlie and Lisa Wieber

Friday ¢ May 2
Acts 5:34-42/John 6:1-15
8:30 a.m.. tlewis Kramer
By: Family
Saturday e May 3
1 Corinthians 15:1-8/John 14:6-14
8:30 a.m. Mass For an End to Abortion

5:00 p.m. Mass IHO Clare and Elaine Schaefer
Sunday e May 4

Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Revelation 5:11-14/John 21:1-19 or John 21:1-
14

8:00 a.m. Mass  tBob and tGermaine Nurenburg

By: Family
10:00 a.m. tClarence, TJoan Mikolajczak
and tLeon Nurenberg
By: Family
12:00 p.m. The People of the Parish
6:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish

APRIL 27, 2025

Rest in Peace

Our prayers and sympathies
to the family and friends of

Rusnell Fletcher and,
Richard, Connors

The Sanctuary Lamp
will burn from
April 27-Mary 3, 2025

dbina dbrarads

lsgnten Jlmsgiving
This year’s Lenten Almsgiving is for our local food banks.
There are boxes located at the back of church. Please take
one for your family. At the end of the Lenten season,
please write a check for the amount collected in your box.

First Friday Exposition of the

Blessed Sacrament
The Blessed Sacrament will be Exposed for Adoration following the
8:30 a.m. Mass on First Friday, April 4, until Benediction and Mass at
8:30 a.m. on First Saturday, April 5.

We are in need of subs at the following times:
Friday, May 2nd:  11:00 a.m. (2 needed), 2:00 p.m.,
L& 3:00 pm., and 5:00 p.m.

f’ - Saturday, May 3rd: 1:00 a.m., 2:00 a.m. and 3:00 a.m.

}i Please text/call Rebecca at 989-292-2072 or sign up in the
{,‘})}) gathering space if you plan to attend at one of these times. It

~is not necessary for everyone who comes to visit Our Lord to
sign up for a specific hour or stay for an hour, however, we must have
someone in attendance at all times that the Blessed Sacrament is
Exposed, so your commitment is helpful. Thank you for helping to

make this time of Exposition possible.

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS

Please pray for Mary Enneking Daniel Pung Brad Walker Jacob Longoria please call the parish
our parishioners Ket}h Enqekmg Jenny Pytlowanyj Millie Wa§sa Eric Martin office: 989-224-8994
nd their families Tnsha Fisher Deacon Marv & Tita Fr. pon Wieber Colby Munger or email
9 ) ’ Friend Robertson Bill Darnell Adam Novak Stjosephchurchst-
especially: Cindy Fontus Patricia Rojas Susan Darnell Alex Rojas johns@gmail.com
/(\:iam Brenda Higgins Joan Schrauben Please pray for David Seperic
ris David Higgins Sherri : ps Noel Smith Il " .
Sawyer Ballinger Korine Anne Thelen our parlshl'oners Jordan Van Amburg y Pleas"f noRes °—',"1
Lisa Clarizio Alissa McKeown Michael VanElls in the service, imipedidtegamily
Richard Connors Gabrielle Meece Jeff Wadell especially: o add oF rernove members may add
Sherri Couch Myah Jennifer William Hess namie from the names to the bulle-
Verena DeBoer Colleen Plunkett Jerry Jake Hoskins Bulletinprayeriiss, tin.

BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY




DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

WE ARE ALL

EVANGELIZERS
(AND WHATEVER ELSE IS ON
DEACON ERIC’S MIND)
Praying for a Pope
O God, faithful rewarder of souls,
grant that your departed servant Pope

- Francis, whom you made successor of
. Peter and shepherd of your Church,

may happily enjoy for ever in your pres-
ence in heaven the mysteries of your
grace and compassion, which he faithfully
ministered on earth.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever

This prayer comes from the Roman Missal

- rubrics of the Mass for the Dead, specifi-
cally for a Pope. The news of Pope Fran-
cis’ death is fresh as | write this, but by the
time this column reaches its readers his

- funeral is likely to have passed and per-
haps dates for a conclave have already
been set.

It's also possible most of us have had our

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY DEVOTIONS

share of retrospectives and are ready to
move on to selecting a new Pope, but
nothing moves quickly in the Catholic
Church and we all need to exercise pa-
tience. And patience is a virtue, the moral
virtue stemming from the virtue of forti-
tude.

Pope Francis made himself available to
reporters on long plane trips and some-
times that led to comments that made
international headlines, because his
choice of words sometimes seemed to
divert from Catholic teaching. | won't go
into specifics because | try to keep this
column apolitical and by now all the news
organization have beaten those topics to a

pulp.

With this Sunday's designation by the
Church as Divine Mercy Sunday, | would
like to focus on remembrances of Pope
Francis as a man of peace and of mercy.
Before poor health sidelined him, Pope
Francis traveled the world, evangelizing
on behalf of the Church, but also taking
his message of peace and mercy to war-
ring nations.

Many of those nations have few, if any,
Catholics But he lived the life of a bishop,

APRIL 27, 2025

who is, first and foremost charged with the
role of spreading the “Good News of Je-
sus Christ.” He was a man of great humili-
ty -- once kissing the feet of leaders

of both sides of an African conflict. And
war was a constant target of his in his
travels, always urging warring parties to
settle their differences at the bargaining
table.

Being Pope in my mind is the hardest job
in the world. No matter what a Pope says,
he will be criticized by the secular world,
by other Christian faiths or by those within |
the Catholic Church. Sometimes his words
are criticized at all three levels. But we
could do a lot worse than have a spiritual
leader whose focus is on the downtrod-
den, and who constantly preaches mercy
and peace -- much like our spiritual leader
whose Resurrection we just celebrated.

Peacon Eric

deaconeric@hotmail.com

You can now watch and listen to
Deacon Eric’s column through this link
on Youtube.

https://www.youtube.com/
@StJosephCatholicChurch-Stlohns

April 27, 2025 from 2-3:00 p.m.
St. Isidore Catholic Church
310 Crum Street., Laingsburg

Following the lost of Pope Francis, you may be
wondering about Church hierarchy and what the
election of a new pope looks like:
join us on Thursday, May 1, at 6:30 p.m.

in the parish basement to learn more.

This year we are once again gathering to pray and
beg for Divine Mercy for ourselves and our world.
It is an opportunity for us to immerse ourselves,
our loved ones, our enemies and our hearts in the
ocean of the Divine Mercy of our Lord

We will have mediations on the Mercy of God,
Eucharistic Adoration, confessions (with multiple
priests), the sung chaplet of Divine Mercy and
Benediction. It is an opportunity for all of us to
fulfill the majority of the requirements for a plenary
indulgence which we can offer for ourselves, our
loved ones who have passed or for the holy souls
in purgatory.
Come praise and celebrate the
great mercy of our God!

The Pursuit of Wisdom:

The Church and Science (Faith and Reason)
Thursday, May 15, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
St. Joseph Parish, lower level of the church

Today there is a popular narrative that Catholicism and science are irreconcila-
ble enemies. Many even believe that the Church has been responsible for
hindering scientific progress and continues to do so, to the point of crisis for
millions who have abandoned the Faith over perceived discrepancies between
Christianity and science. In this talk for teens and adults, Catholic history au-
thor and teacher Phillip Campbell will discuss the historical relationship be-
tween Catholicism and scientific inquiry. When we understand the past, we
can better understand how we arrived at our current situation - and thus re-
spond to those who believe that faith and reason are incompatible.

THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAiMED 3




DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

First Communion Preparation Date
Sunday, April 27: First Communion Practice at 1:30 p.m. in

the church.

Contact Jen Nelson at 989-224-8537 or
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com for more information.

Vacation Bible School Registration and
Volunteer Forms

The Summer with the Sacred Heart
Vacation Bible School
June 23-27, 2025
for children 4 years and older.

Registration and Volunteer Forms are available at the
main entrance of the church and online at stjoecatho-
lic.com. We need many volunteers (Middle school leaders,
Confirmation students, and adults) to help make VBS a
success.

Contact Jen Nelson at dre@stjoseph@gmail.com with
questions or to say you can help!

.
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! May is Mary's Monthl

May Crowning Mass
Wednesday, May 7th
at 6:30 p.m.

i A There will be a May Crowning Mass

{ﬁ\‘ on Wednesday, May 7th at 6:30 p.m.
from the K-12 Religious Education

Program families. All parishioners -

are also invited to attend this Mass

where we recognize Mary as Queen

of Heaven and Earth.

Flowers are welcome!
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This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

St. Joseph Catholic School
i Lunch Menu
: FOR THE WEEK OF

{ APRIL 28-May 2, 2025

Menu is subject to change, basedon &
food availability from suppliers.

: Monday: Grlilled cheese, tator tots, fruit, and
: milk.

i Tuesday: Breaded chicken leg, rice, carrots,

: fruit, and milk.

i Wednesday: Lasagna with breadstick, green beans
fruit, and milk.

: Thursday: Hot dog on a bun, french fries, fruit,
and milk.

: Friday: Chicken tenders, cucumbers, fruit,

: and milk

: Lunches are $3.25 Milk $0.50

APRIL 27, 2025

Liturgical Minsters
May 3-4
Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
Volunteer
8:00 a.m. Audrey D.
Cora D.
10:00 a.m. Bryson S.
Paisley S.
12:00 p.m. Max S..
Remington F.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
5:00 p.m. Group 2
8:00 a.m. Group 2
10:00 a.m. Group 2
12:00 p.m. Group 2
Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Chad G.
8:00 a.m. Trevor H.
10:00 a.m. Tori S.
12:00 p.m. Dawn L.
Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5A
8:00 a.m. Group 8D
10:00 a.m. Group 10B
12:00 p.m. Group 12A
Collection Counters: Mpril28  Group 3
Sanctuary Cleaners: Mary Beth Elstro and Deb Szpont

STEWARDSHIP

For the weekend of April 13, 2025

Adults (328) gifts Including online giving): ...... $16.041.72
LOOSE CASH: cuvusvissmsssssissinsins sitessmsmnsonsasosmmennnons $1,061.00
TOtAl et $17,102.72

For the weekend of April 20, 2025
Adults (476) gifts Including online giving): ...... $18,479.33

LOOSE CaSh:.cccueieeeeecieeceeieeeecee e $1,638.25
TOTAl ettt $20,117.58
Other Gifts Received

Education Trust FUNd:.......ccccevevvieveiiiiiiicireeereeen. $42.00
Building Fund:  ..occoeiieicieceee, $288.00
Tuition Scholarship Fund: ........ccccoevvvvvviinenne. $107.00

Our weekly average since July 1, 2024 is $20,210.54. If we
continue to keep this average, we will meet our budgeted goal.

FRIENDSHIP 1S OFFERED
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

Position Opening:

Part-time School Custodian
We have an opening for a part-time School Custodian to do basic
cleaning and sanitizing of the school building. Position is a 3
hours per day for each school day (3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.); may
include full-time summer work if desired. Physical demands in-
clude moving heavy loads, bending, squatting, and climbing lad-
ders. Previous experience not necessary, but knowledge of com-
mercial cleaning procedures and supplies is helpful. Apply at
www.dioceseoflansing.org/human-resources/careers.
Direct questions to Susan in the parish office at (989-224-8994,
business.stjoseph@gmail.com).

Baccalaureate Mass
All 2025 graduating Seniors are invited to the
Baccalaureate Mass Sunday, May 18, 2025 at the
NOON Mass. Seniors should arrive at 11:30
a.m. in the lower level of the church for instruc-

tions. Mass will follow with a reception.
Please RSVP by May 12, 2025 at 989-224-8537

or email Jen at dre.stjoseph@gmail.com.

e £ h
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St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary sends out a thank you to all
those who supported the last soup supper on April 9th.
Thanks to all who provided the delicious soups and
breads. And a big “Thank you” for your generous support
of Mother Theresa House. Over $700.00 was raised to
support the work that Mother Theresa House provides to
those who are in their last days. Your generosity is over-
whelming. May God's blessings be with you.

APRIL 27, 2025

Congratulations and welcome
to Chris, Jesse, Lindsey, and
Laureen, who were initiated
into the Catholic Church at

Easter Vigil!

Thank you to their sponsors:
Mike, Stephanie, Sharon, and
Cindy, who have journeyed
with them.

As of April 20, 2025*, we reached $97,529.39 (or A7,

99.3%) of our DSA goal of $98,185.24. Thus far 231 »
families have contributed to this year's appeal which is 100%

DIOCES 12.5% our 1025 families. We are grateful for these o
CESAN iy el 80%
{3taVitax contributions and invite others to help push us over o
VAR FANE qoal for the benefit of our parish and the wider church. -
50%

If you have not yet made a gift or a pledge, we invite you to do so 40%
today. Gift envelopes are available in the church or the parish office. 0%

Or you may submit your gift online at: www.dioceseoflansing.org/
appeal. Your DSA gift will support the vital services and ministries
that help bring the love of Christ to all we encounter.

*We are awaiting totals from the Diocese of pledges made directly to
them.

The Hope Spirit Bible study meets in the church basement on Wednes-
day’s at 4:00 p.m. Would you like to join us? Now would be a goodtime.
We will be starting a new book, Looking to St. Francis: The Man from
Assisi and His Message of Hope for Today, on April 23rd. If you have any
questions, please call 989-640-7413

Author - Fr. Fred Thelen

Terrorized: a Memoir of Trauma, Healing, and Coming Home

Monday, April 28, 2025
6:00 p.m. -7:00 p.m.
Briggs Library
108 E Railroad St., St Johns
Registration suggested, not required:
989-224-4702 :

Father Fred, Fowler native, will lead an interactive presentation and

sign copies of his book, Terrorized: a Memoir of Trauma, Healing, and Coming
Home. In his gripping memoir, Thelen recounts his immersion in the Maryknoll mission in
Peru among the people of the ancient Aymara culfure on the shimmering shores of
Lake Titicaca in a time of growing terrorism.

See more at his website: httos://fredthelen.com

6
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E

chton County b The Baby Shower /Ilmmny:'

Right to Life May is the month of Mary. In honor of our Holy
Clinton County Right to Life Mother, we will be filling a “Pack 'n Play” for
Focus on Life 2025 babies and their moms to be donated to the Baby |
annual benefit dinner " Pantry in St. Johns. The Baby Pantry will accept
Thursday, May 1, 2025 all baby item donations but especially needs the
at the Columbian Hall. | following:

The doors will open at 6:00 p.m. with the program and din- Larger diapers (sizes 4 and up)
ner beginning at 6:30 p.m. Our guest speaker will be Am-
ber Roseboom, President of Right to Life of Michigan. Am-
ber will give a very energetic and informative talk on current
pro-life issues. Tickets are $35.00 for adults and $15.00 for
students.

e Pullups

e Baby wipes

e Paper products: facial tissue,
toilet paper, and paper towers.

e Personal care items

For more information or reservations, call Mary Beth at

(989) 227-0088. Thank you in advance for your

f : support!

Scharnweber Family owned i .
s — business for 138
WELL DRILLING IOV f.-«:

remodeled halll 224-1770

@% pramessord| AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

WATER WELLS & PUMP SERVICE | VB e 1108 North Old US 27 autumnridgestjohns@yahoo.com
(517) 651-2211 | CoLumpian 9896201693 1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHN
scharnweberwelldrilling.com f ‘ HALL  columbianhall.org 0 SUNVIEW - ST. | S

' JALET AUTO CARE, INC.
b Since 1983

. ml’[«.kup Toppers

Naver underestimate the power of o o Truck Accessories
confident emile. Look your bect with a » Tonneau Covers
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HERE JO RNE FOWLER BRANCH

989-593-4240
Promote your Business AND support your Parish, OVID BRANCH
Greg Pope -~ 616-295-0390 989-834-9800

gpopeadiocesan.com NCUA @' \\m'\\'.journcyfcu.urg

Discover the possibilities

St Johns » 989.224.2404

Get this bulletin emailed to

you every week. ENEE
Remodeling & New Construction Simply go to 3
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St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC. '$‘ MI m' CITY

- Your Diamond Source - RA G
>
For further information, please call the parish office.

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will

(BUb-Nser) 989-292-4477 « minteityst
-292-4477 + orage.com
224-7443 SELF STORAGE UNITS + RY PARKING

@5 0()({ CHAPEL

104 E. Cass St., St. Johns « 989.224.2365

Our family,
Serving yours.
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XCAVATING, INC.

120 N Whitigmore Lee & Don Smith ~ Owners

1009 8. US-27
St. Johns

St Vincent de Paul Store

THE HUB

Professional
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wgomavees || INRL  TIRE CENTER BFGoedrich

§17-286-5722

F¥Bcunairdaes com

Alignment, Brake, Diesel & Gas Engine Repair

“‘"‘",““"“" FARM + HOME + COMMERCIAL ¢
TimJandernoa®@live.com

Call TIM JANDERNOA

Call for a quote today!
(989) 593-3104

Cell 989.666.6426 + Kent 989.292.7502

TOM MILLER, Owner \ / 989.224-8852 ol gr nY Pt Serving Clinton County Since 1963
( JORDAN MILLER, Owner 989-593=3399j Donation & Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10-4 335 ?}!:Eg!:“vkgkg 819 NUS5 27  hubtires.com 224-3218
Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc. st il
FRENCH/SILM/ Locally Owned & Operat’;d ’ gfégﬁgin co EOWLER
WEBER AGENCY Water Well Drilling & Repair of 989-593-21 1" 2

* Roasted Beans * Canola Meal « Custom Mixing
* Soybean Meal * Soyhull Pellets + Cottonseed
* Dry Distillers Grain » Dry Animal Fat

www.smivihlawns'capeslcom
989.224.9211
Mark Smith, owner

504 E. Steel

2761N. L USHighway 27+ 5t. Johns

989-224-0004

Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs
Pre-0wned Vehicles for Sale

Parishioner Tom Thelen « Owner

THELEN
COLLISION
AUTO'CARE

ESTABLISHED

20m

V EINEST]

JOE MULLANEY

Li

517-204-4004 |

Local Realtor for the last 25 years!
remaxfinestjoe @gmail.com

Broker ¢ Owner

Over 3710 Homes
sted & Sold By Joe!

7> Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605

KOENIGSKNECHT

www.clovercarpetcleaning.com
Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

NIGSENE ¢ St. Johns
$9F e S8 080.227-5404
Laingsbur,
- 517-651-1322
g, , o Portland
AL Tiemary o grows W 517-743-6122
“ Installations, Repairs,
& Replacements:
» Sewer & Water Lines
¢ Drain Fields ¢ Septic Tanks J
‘ masmie ° Tank Risers & Filters
¢ Trenchless Sewer
889-227-1222  Replacement
help@gahuntseptic.com * gahuntseptic.com [FINANCING AVAILABLE] | L

‘ DENTISTRY
o80-224-2319

Wl REWGR K ,
ELECTRICAL SERVICES GEN
5 17-333-9473(WIRE)

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL ¢« INDUSTRIAL
Tom MULLANEY, MASTER ELECTRICIAN 24 HR. SERVICE
WWW.WIREWORKSING.COM * SCHEDULING@WIREWORKSINC.COM

A .\.-
{ RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ¢ 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE i

DECKS » COMMERCIAL * NEW HOMES + POLE BARNS

DAVE SCHROEDER,
DAVE SCHROEDER II 77 'y

Parishioners \
é/ V),

OWNER

?5mulﬁ'~¥ -

Fowler, MI
989-593-2280
www.wieberlumber.com

Located downtown St. Johns

Downtown Fowler
Interior design
service available

“”f cer

FURNITURE

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946 :

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593+3500 ;

We are not just AMAZING PIZZA!
For our menu and in-house dining
spedials, go to:
www.brunosharmi.com

WWW. deanosplzzaml com

— — — — — o—

Brmg in this coupon for 10% OFF
& all food at Deano’s,

o mee  ew s e s

(\ entner
&Q amily
entistry

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Ray Vitek MlLLER's

Broker/Owner
Vitek Real Estate] REDI-MIX, INC.
Quality Concrete

! Residential - Farms - Income - Commercial
6218 Wright Rd. - Westphalia « 587-6511

@D

989-224-4000
rayvitek@charter.net

Open by
appointment only

Ctrasce

" PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC

Office: 989-224-3034 « www.chascol.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. » St. Johns, MI 48879

KECK-COLEMAN CHAPEL

M

'{

MCGEEHAN FUNERAL HOMES

¥/ ar: HIRING!

« Flexible schedules
+ Tuition Assistance
« Management Training

“stjohnsdentist.com

¥

AL
Q@“T e,
2
A
ST.JOHNS ©
DENTAL CARE Z

Mark J. Connelly . 7
DDS, MAGD, MICOI

Join our

Golden Crew! Implant and

General Dentistry

989-224-2379
St. Johns, MI 48879

(989) 224-4422
www.mcgeehanfh.com &
1500 Waterford Pkwy

CELEBRATING THOSE BEFORE US, SUPPORTING THOSE BESIDE US

©2025 Diocesan

View Our Parish Supporters at www. DlscoverMass com
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