
Twenty-second sunday in ordinary time August 31, 2025  

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Robertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco$ Dzurka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager •  Steve Thelen 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Confirma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
Maintenance • Randy Wills 
 
Please call the parish office for more informa�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sick, please call 989-227-1244. 
 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on Office: (989) 224-8537 
 
Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle�n) 
 
Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 
Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099  LLiinnddeenn  SSttrreeeett  
SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnnss,,  MMiicchhiiggaann  4488887799--11883377  
((998899))  222244--88999944  
FFaaxx::  ((998899))  222244--33447755  
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm  
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Ari 

Chris 
Sawyer Ballinger 

Lisa Clarizio 
Sherri Couch 

Verena DeBoer 

Mick Droste 
Mary Enneking 
Keith Enneking 
Trisha Fisher 

Friend 
Brenda Higgins 
David Higgins 

Korine 
Mary Ladd 

Alissa McKeown 
Gabrielle Meece 

Teresa MIller 

Myah 
Patrick 

Jenny Pytlowanyj 
Deacon Marv & Tita 

Robertson 
Patricia Rojas 
Mary Schmitt 

Joan Schrauben 
Sherri 

Anne Thelen 
Jennifer 

Jerry 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
 
Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 

Eric Martin 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Jordan Van Amburg 
 
To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 
please call the parish 

office: 989-224-8994 
or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● September 1 
! Thessalonians 4:13-18/Luke 4:16-30 
No Mass 
 
Tuesday ● September 2 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11/Luke 4:31-37 
7:00 p.m. Mass †Tena Marie Gilhouse 
   By:  Susie Schroeder and Diana Keim 
Wednesday ● September 3 
Colossians 1:1-8/Luke 4:38-44 
12:05 p.m.  Mass   †Ron Schneider    
   By:  Elaine Schneider 
Thursday ● September 4 
Colossians 1:9-14/Luke 5:1-11 
8:30 a.m. Mass †Fr. Michael Alan Petroski 
  
Friday ●  September 5 
Colossians 1:15-20/Luke 5:33-39 
8:30 a.m.  Mass   †Mark Hensler 
   By: Deacon Eric and Mary Beth Elstro 
Saturday ● September 6 
Colossians 1:21-23/Luke 6:1-5 
8:30 a.m.  Mass For an End to Abor�on 
 
5:00 p.m.  Mass For the People of the Parish 
 
  
Sunday ●  September 7 
Wisdom 9:13-18b/Philemon 9-10, 12-17/Luke 14:25-33 
8:00 a.m.   Mass †Leon and †Ber�ne Thelen  
   By:  Tom and Brenda Thelen Family 
 
10:00 a.m. Mass  †Susan Scrachilli 
   By:  Tim and Theresa Owen 
 
12:00 p.m. Mass   †Nancy Lo.    
   By:  Charlie and Lisa Wieber 
 
6:00 p.m.   Mass in Spanish  

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

August 31 - September 6,  2025 

BBrreennddaa  HHooggaann  

Parish Office Hours  
Monday -Thursday  9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
              (closed from noon - 1:00 p.m.) 
Friday      9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
      (closed from noon-1:00 p.m.) 

First Friday Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

The Blessed sacrament will be Exposed for Adoration fol-
lowing the 8:30 a.m. Mass on First Friday, September 5th 
until Benediction and Mass at 8:30 a.m. on First Saturday, 
September 6th. 
 
We are in need of subs at the following times: 
Friday, September 5th:  11:00 a.m. (2 needed), 
2:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, September 6th:  midnight, 1:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 a.m. 
 
Please call or text Rebecca at 989-292-2072 or sign up in 
the gathering space if you plan to attend one of these 
times.   

 
It is not necessary for everyone who comes to 
visit Our Lord to sign up for a specific hour or 
stay for an hour; however, we must have 
someone in attendance at all times that the 
Blessed Sacrament is Exposed, so your com-
mitment for a specific hour is helpful.  Thank 
you for helping to make this time of Exposition 
possible. 
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Coming Back to Catholicism 
Cardinal Timothy Dolan wrote an in-
teresting article this past week noting 
the  return  of  young  people  to  the 
Catholic Church.  Cardinal Dolan, the 
Archbishop of New York, wrote in the 
New York Post, that he engaged in 
conversations  with  other  cardinals 
from around the world who were all 
echoing  the  same  refrain  –  young 
people are slowly making their way 
back to the Church.  This is a reversal 
of a trend that went on for decades. 
The question is “Why?” Or better yet, 
“Why now?” 
 
The  cardinals,  as  a  group,  were 
amazed at the number of young peo-
ple in Rome this summer, not only 
gathering around the announcement 
of a new Pope, but those who had 
come in response to the Jubilee Year 
of Hope.  When Cardinal Dolan re-
turned to New York after Pope Leo 
XIV was elected he began asking the 
pastors in his Archdiocese if they had 
noticed any rise in the number of teen-
agers and young adults in the last 
couple of years.  The answer was a 
resounding “Yes.” 

There is some data to back up what 
the cardinal is referencing, specifically 
a survey of people in what is known 
as Generation Z, that showed a six 
percent increase in 13-28 year-olds 
attending Mass regularly.  The survey 
was taken by Harvard University in 
2022 and 2023 and whose results are 
showing up in the form of young peo-
ple in the pews here in 2025 across 
the United States.  A similar trend has 
shown up in France and England. 
 
This leads us back to the questions I 
posed earlier as to what  has changed 
in the minds of those returning to, or 
coming into, the Church.  The cardi-
nal’s article suggests he doesn’t have 
one specific answer to the questions, 
though he does have some relevant 
thoughts on the situation. 
 
At the top of his list is the witness of 
young saints who grew up in the era 
Generation Z,  Blessed Pier  Giorgio 
Frassati  and  Blessed  Carlo  Acutis 
who will be canonized next week. He 
says College campus ministries are a 
big draw as well, not to mention the 
state of the world saying: “War, injus-
tice, famine, violence, bigotry, mass 
shootings, political vitriol — those in-
clined to look to the world for meaning 
now know better.” As previous polls 
have  shown,  a  growing  number  of 

young  adults  describing  themselves 
as having no religious affiliation what-
soever, and with suicide rates going 
up at the same time, maybe young 
adults are being drawn to the stability 
of Catholic teaching. 
 
Maybe, the era of “everything is rela-
tive, there are no rules” is coming to 
an end.   Maybe young people are 
starting to see that there is great com-
fort in believing in a definitive right and 
wrong – that there is objective good 
and evil, and that there is purpose in 
our lives. Maybe they are starting to 
see that there is eternal life and it is 
attainable through Jesus Christ. 
 
The numbers are small to this point.  
There’s a long way to go.  There are a 
couple  thousand  baptized  Catholics 
within our parish boundaries who are 
not  attending  Mass.   In  a  couple 
weeks, Fr. Mike will be unveiling an 
evangelization  initiative  designed  to 
bring  them  back  to  their  spiritual 
home. 
Stay tuned. 
Deacon Eric  
 
deaconeric@hotmail.com 
You can now watch and listen  to    
Deacon Eric’s column through this 
link on Youtube.  
https://www.youtube.com/
@StJosephCatholicChurch-StJohns 

Michigan Catholic  
Women’s Conference 
October 11, 2025 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Lansing Center, Lansing MI “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;  in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”     ~Proverbs 3:5-6 Women from across Michigan are invited to come together to focus on their faith and experience the fellowship of sisterhood in Christ Jesus.  Throughout the day, women will be encouraged and inspired to ignite their spirits and grow their faith by hearing from Catholic speakers, en-gaging in praise and worship music, and celebrating holy Mass with our bishops.    For more information go to michiganwc.org 
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  LLiittuurrggiiccaall  MMiinnsstteerrss  

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  66  aanndd  77  
AAllttaarr  SSeerrvveerrss:: 5:00 p.m.   Volunteer 
   Volunteer 
  8:00 a.m. Kaynin S. 
   Volunteer 
  10:00 a.m. Volunteer 
   Volunteer 
  12:00 p.m. Volunteer 
   Volunteer 
  
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  MMiinniisstteerrss  ooff  HHoollyy  CCoommmmuunniioonn::   
 5:00 p.m. Group  2 
 8:00 a.m. Group  2 
 10:00 a.m. Group  2 
 12:00 p.m. Group  2 
 
LLeeccttoorrss:: 5:00 p.m. Ann P.  
 8:00 a.m. Trevor H. 
 10:00 a.m. Joe T. 
 12:00 p.m. Mary Beth E. 
 
UUsshheerrss:: 5:00 p.m. Group 5A 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8B 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10D 
                    12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
CCoolllleeccttiioonn  CCoouunntteerrss::     September 2  Group 1 
  
SSaannccttuuaarryy  CClleeaanneerrss:     The Schroeder Girls 

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

S;<=>?@ABCD 
For the weekend of August 24, 2025 
Adults () giDs Including online giving):  ........... $14,814.49 
Loose Cash: ........................................................... $638.25 
Total: ............................................................... $15,452.74 
Other GiEs Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: .......................................... $235.00 
Building Fund:       ................................................. $105.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund:  ...................................... $60.00  
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2025 is  $19,079.60.    
If we  con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our  
budgeted goal. 

K-12 Grade Religious Education Program  
Start Dates: 

 Wednesday, September 10:  K-8th Grade Family Mass 
at 6:00 p.m., class and parent meeting 

 Wednesday, September 17:  Youth Group Night (9-12th 
grades) 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. (lower level of the church) , K-9 
Grade registration forms are available on the stjoecatho-
lic.com website and near the church main entrance. 

 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION MEETING 
Sunday, September 21:  9th Grade Confirmation Can-
didate and Sponsor Meeting at 1:30 p.m. in the low-
er level of the church. 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION/FIRST COMMUNION 
SESSION 
Thursday, September 25:  Parent/Child session at 6:00 
p.m. in the lower level of the church for all families with 
children seeking First Communion in the Spring of 
2026 

Contact Jen Nelson for more information at:  
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com 

SStt..  JJoosseepphh  SScchhooooll    
LLUUNNCCHH  MMEENNUU  
F01 234 5446 07 S48249:41 2-5, 2025 
MMoonnddaayy::          NNoo  SScchhooooll  --  LLaabboorr  DDaayy  
Tuesday: Chicken Nuggets, mashed potatoes 
  with gravy, fruit, and milk. 
Wednesday:   Chicken and cheese quesadilla, 
  cucumbers, fruit, and milk. 
Thursday: Cheese pizza, peas, fruit, and milk. 
Friday: Macaroni and cheese with warm  
  pretzel, green beans, fruit, and  
  milk. 

Milk choice includes chocolate fat free milk   
or white 1% Low fat milk  

Lunches are $3.25                 Milk  $0.50 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

YOUTH GROUP NIGHT - September 17, 2025 
All 9th-12 Grade youth are invited to attend 
a “Discipleship Groups in the Making” night 
on Wednesday, September 17th at 7:30 - 
8:30 p.m. in the lower level of the church.  
Plan ahead for the next one on Wednesday, 
October 15, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Scan the QR code below to say you’re com-
ing.  
Contact Jen Nelson for more information at:  
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com 
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6 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

Please welcome newly baptized 
 

Genesis Carrillo Guevara 
on August 17, 2025 

 
She is the daughter to  

Francisco  Javier Carrillo Ortiz and  
Gabriella Guevara Ayala 

St Monica Ladies Auxiliary 
Presents 

the 2nd Annual Fundraiser 
Saturday, October 11, 2025 

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
at the VFW Hall 

(doors open at 6:00 p.m.) 
2497 Old US 27, St. Johns 
 

Tickets (ages 14 and up) are $15.00 from any  
Auxiliary member or call Dawn at  

(517) 282-7648 

Saturday, October 4th 
Free Movie and Popcorn 

6:30 p.m. at the Columbian Hall 
Unplanned is the real-life story of Abby 
Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood 
clinic director who is now a pro-life advo-
cate.  Unplanned is rated “R” by the Motion 
Picture Association of America for “some 
disturbing images.”  The parish recom-
mends that any teens attending this film 
have a trusted adult to discuss its content 
with, the movie is not recommended for 
young children. 
 

Drinks and popcorn will be provided for free.  Please RSVP to the 
parish office at (989) 224-8994 or sign up on the sheet in the 
gathering space. 

All Are Welcome Weekend 
Saturday, September 20th  
following the 5:00 p.m. Mass 
and Sunday, September 21  

between all Sunday morning Masses 
In the church basement 

 
Join the Adult Faith Formation Team for refreshments, 
fellowship, and to learn about ways to connect more 
deeply with and become more involved in the parish.  
We will also highlight the results of the adult faith for-
mation survey. YOU will have the opportunity to influ-
ence future adult formation offerings by voting on one 
event to take place between now and next spring, as 
well as make suggestions for future programming. 

Your St. Joseph Church Adult Choir  
will begin practicing soon. Do you enjoy sing-
ing?  Do you enjoy hearing beautiful choral 
music?  Do you love to sing  praises to our 
God?  If you do, we would love to have you 
join us.   
 
Stay tuned for future announcements on 
dates and times of practices. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Richards at 
musicdirector.stjosephchurch@gmail.com 

The Most Reverend  Earl Boyea 
Bishop of Lansing 

Cordially invites you to 
A Celebration of your Marriage 

On Saturday, September 27th, 2025 
4:30 p.m. in the afternoon 

St. Thomas Aquinas 
955 Alton Rd  East Lansing 

Holy Mass  
followed by cake and punch reception  

in the parish hall. 
 

Please RSVP at: 
dioceseoflansing.org/event/anniversary-mass 
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PRIME TIMER’S CASINO TRIP 
FireKeepers in BaIle Creek   

Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
St. Paul Catholic Church 
111 N Howell, Owosso 

The St. Paul Prime Timers group is sponsoring a trip to FireKeepers 
Casino in Battle Creek.  The bus will leave St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church  parking lot at 8:15 a.m. arriving in Battle Creek at 9:45 a.m.  
The returning trip will leave at 2:00 p.m. and return to Owosso by 
3:30 p.m.   The cost is $35.  Guests will receive $20 in free slot play, 
and $5 for food and drink.  Bring your Reward Card if you have one.  
Register at either parish offices during office hours.  Money is due 
when you fill out the registration form.   

September 12, 2025 is the deadline to register. 
 

Any questions, please contact Elaine Kuchar at 989-725-8950. 

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340519
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(989) 593-3104
Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

FFOOWWLLEERR,,  MMII  998899--559933--22228800  wwwwww..wwiieebbeerrlluummbbeerr..ccoomm  

DDAAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  
DDAAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  IIII  
Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner
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