
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 30, 2025

Pastoral Care
Fr. Michael Williams
Deacon Jerry Fust
Deacon Eric Elstro

Worship
Music • Jeff Richards

Parish Life
Parish Council • Dick Weller
Finance Council • Sco� Dzurka
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen
Business Manager • Steve Thelen
Maintenance • Randy Wills
School Custodian • Steve Dyer

Family Ministries
Marriage Prepara&on • Fr. Michael Williams
Bap&sm • Please contact the parish office
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells
Religious Educa&on Jen Nelson
Confirma&on • Jen Nelson
Chris&an Ini&a&on of Adults • Amanda Grigar

Please call the parish office for more informa�on
on our Family Ministries.

Medical Emergencies requiring an
Anoin�ng of the Sick, please call 989-227-1244.

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421
Religious Educa�on Office: (989) 224-8537

Regular Mass Schedule
Saturday • 5:00 p.m.
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
Mass in Spanish • 6:00 p.m.
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle&n)

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on
Tuesday • 5:30 p.m.
Saturday • 4:00 p.m.

Prayer Tree
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994

ALL ARE WELCOME!
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace
and love, a place of ministry and renewal.
We welcome you to be part of our faith
community where the Word of God is
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the
Sacraments are celebrated.

110099 LLiinnddeenn SSttrreeeett
SSaaiinntt JJoohhnnss,, MMiicchhiiggaann 4488887799--11883377
((998899)) 222244--88999944
FFaaxx:: ((998899)) 222244--33447755
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
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Please pray for
our parishioners
and their families,
especially:

Adam
Ari
Chris

Danny Ball
Sawyer Ballinger
Jan Coffman
Sherri Couch

Verena DeBoer
Mick Droste

Mary Enneking
Keith Enneking
Trisha Fisher

Friend
Jack Hagerty
David Higgins

Korine
Alissa McKeown
Gabrielle Meece
Teresa MIller

Myah
Patrick

Jenny Pytlowanyj
Deacon Marv & Tita

Robertson
Patricia Rojas
Mary Schmitt

Joan Schrauben
Sherri

Anne Thelen
Jennifer

Brad Walker

Millie Wassa
Fr. Don Wieber

Please pray for
our parishioners
in the service,
especially:

William Hess
Jake Hoskins
Jacob Longoria
Eric Martin

Colby Munger
Adam Novak
Alex Rojas

David Seperic
Noel Smith II

Jordan Van Amburg

To add or remove a
name from the
bulle&n prayer list,
please call the parish

office: 989-224-8994
or email
Stjosephchurchst-
johns@gmail.com

*Please note: only
immediate family
members may add
names to the bulle-
�n.

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

The Sanctuary Lamp
will burn from

November 30-December 6, 2025
in memory of

HHeeleelelleneen MMaakaakakkaraaraa

First Friday Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: December 5 and 6

The Blessed Sacrament will be Exposed for Adoration
following the 8:30 a.m. Mass on First Friday, December 5th
until Benediction at 8:30 a.m. prior to the First Saturday
Mass.
We are in need of subs at the following times:

Friday, December 5: 11:00 a.m., (2 needed), 2:00 p.m.,
3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 6: 1:00 a.m. and 3:00 a.m.

Please text or call Rebecca at 989-292-2072 or sign up in
the gathering space if you plan to attend at one of these
times.

It is not necessary for everyone who comes to
visit Our Lord to sign up for a specific hour or
stay for an hour, however, we must have some-
one in attendance at all times that the Blessed
Sacrament is Exposed, so your commitment for a
specific hour is helpful. Thank you for helping to
make this time of Exposition possible.

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES
Monday ● December 1
Isaiah 4:2-6/Ma�hew 8:5-11
No Mass

Tuesday ● December 2
Isaiah 11:1-10/Luke 10:21-24
6:00 p.m. Mass †Helen Makara

By: Lee and Dori Smith
Wednesday ● December 3
Isaiah 25:6-10a/Ma�hew 15:29-37
12:05 p.m. Mass †Brenda Higgins

By: Knights of Columbus Council 3281
Thursday ● December 4
Isaiah 26:1-6/Ma�hew 7:21, 24-27
8:30 a.m. Mass †Michael Tapert and †Daniel Griffin

By: Ken Kramer
Friday ● December 5
Isaiah 29:17-24/Ma�hew 9:27-31
8:30 a.m. Mass †Lawrence and †Carolyn Klein

By: Terri Gove
Saturday ● December 6
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26/Ma�hew 9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8
8:30 a.m. Mass For an End to Abor�on

5:00 p.m. Mass †Ron and †Elaine Pung
By: Mark and Diane Armbrustmacher

Sunday ● December 7
Isaiah 11:1-10/Romans 15:4-9/Ma�hew 3:1-12
Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. Mass The People of the Parish

10:00 a.m. Mass †Linda Hufnagel
By: Jerry and Family

12:00 p.m. Mass †Donna Mae Smith
By: Vickie Daniels

6:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish

Office Hours
Monday -Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

(closed from noon - 1:00 p.m.)
Friday - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

(closed from noon-1:00 p.m.)
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 3
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When we were youngsters,
we were told to look both
ways before we crossed the
street. When we were teen-
agers learning to drive we
were told to look both ways
before turning on to a new
street. And when we reach
the first Sunday in Advent,
our readings tell us to look
back and to look forward -
to where we have been and
to where we are headed.

With the almost-forgotten
holiday known as Thanks-
giving and the retail-driven
holiday that it spawned,
Black Friday, now behind
us, the secular world has its
sights set on Christmas (Or
perhaps more accurately
stated - Christmas sales fig-
ures). But on this first day of

the new liturgical year, Mat-
thew’s gospel reading from
today looks back at Noah
and the Great Flood, so we
may better prepared for the
Second Coming of Jesus.

Actually we have heard
some warnings in recent
Sunday gospels, helping us
to focus on our interior lives
because, as Jesus says to-
day “at an hour you do not
expect, the Son of Man will
come.” It is incumbent on us
to be prepared, as Noah
was, because if there are
two of us standing in a field,
Jesus warns “one will be
taken and one will be left.”
And next week we will get a
similar message from John
the Baptist to “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.”

These first couple of weeks
of Advent, the church re-
minds us of the need to look

inside ourselves and to
cleanse our souls. The best
way for us to prepare our-
selves for Christmas is to go
to Reconciliation this month.
Though this is an extremely
busy month for many peo-
ple, if we put our spiritual
needs at the top of our “to
do” list, we will relieve anxi-
ety and be better able to
celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Be prepared.

DDeeaaccoonn EErriicc
deaconeric@hotmail.com

You can now watch and listen
to Deacon Eric’s column
through this link on Youtube.
https://www.youtube.com/
StJosephCatholicChurch-StJohns

Advent Candlelight Holy Hour:
Friday, December 19, 2025

6:00 p.m.
in the church

Step away from the busyness of the season with a
led holy hour of Eucharis&c Adora&on. This candle-
lit event will feature music, a reflec-
&on, quiet moments with Our Lord,
and more, as we prepare to step out
of the darkness and into the light of
Christ. Bring your family and friends;
young children are welcome!

What are you doing to prepare for
the coming of Christ this Advent?
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel:
Reflections on the O Antiphons

This Advent, journey with your parish family through a
seven-part series on the Church’s timeless cry for the
coming Light, Who is Christ. In response to your adult
faith formation survey preferences, this series will be
available online. To receive the reflections
directly via text or email, scan this QR
code, or text joe48879-liturgy to 55321.
Please check your email and text spam fil-
ters if you do not receive a confirmation.
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LLiittuurrggiiccaall MMiinnsstteerrss
DDeecceemmbbeerr 66 aanndd 77

AAllttaarr SSeerrvveerrss:: 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
Volunteer

8:00 a.m. Ace Wentworth
Volunteer

10:00 a.m. Quinn D.
Claire N.

12:00 p.m. Derek C.
Graham C.

EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy MMiinniisstteerrss ooff HHoollyy CCoommmmuunniioonn::
5:00 p.m. Group 3
8:00 a.m. Group 3

10:00 a.m. Group 3
12:00 p.m. Group 3

LLeeccttoorrss:: 5:00 p.m. Diane A.
8:00 a.m. Trevor H.

10:00 a.m. Karen D.
12:00 p.m. Debbie T.

UUsshheerrss:: 5:00 p.m. Group 5B
8:00 a.m. Group 8E

10:00 a.m. Group 10A
12:00 p.m. Group 12A

CCoolllleeccttiioonn CCoouunntteerrss:: December 1 Group 2

SSaannccttuuaarryy CClleeaanneerrss: Laurie Hunt and Tammy Zuker

4 FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED

K-12 Religious Education Program
for December

December 3: K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.)
December 10: K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.)

and Youth Group (7:30 p.m.)
December 17: K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.)

and Confirmation Class (7:30 p.m.)
December 24 and 31: No Classes

YOUTH GROUP NEWS:
No QR code will be needed for the remainder of High
School Youth Group Nights! The Youth Group is dili-
gently working on the production of a YouTube Video
with Mr. Dave Collins. Stay tuned for updates, and
please pray for the youth as they grow and encounter
Christ in new ways this year.

Contact Jen Nelson for more information at:
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com

Dates will vary each month, please see the
stjoecatholic.com website.

SStt.. JJoosseepphh SScchhooooll
LLUUNNCCHH MMEENNUU
F34 567 8779 3: D7;7<=74 1-5, 2025
Monday: French toast, sausage, hash brown,

fruit, and milk.
Tuesday: Cheese stuffed breadstick, carrots,

fruit, and milk.
Wednesday: Chicken noodle soup, blueberry

muffin, fruit, and milk
Thursday: Hot dog with French fries, fruit, and

milk
Friday: Chicken quesadilla, lettuce salad,

fruit, and milk.

Milk choice includes chocolate fat free milk
or white 1% Low fat milk

Lunches are $3.25 Milk $0.50

Menu is subject to change, based on
food availability from suppliers.

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

S>?@ABCDEFG
Due to early bulletin printing deadlines, the
collection from the weekend of November
30, 2025 will appear in a later bulletin.

We will be in need of
Liturgical Ministers for
Monday, December 8th

(Holy Day of Obligation)
the Immaculate Conception Masses

8:30 a.m. Mass (with the school)
6:00 p.m. Mass

There will be sign up sheets in the
back of church next week or please
call the office to let us know you can

assist.
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Calling families big
and small!

We are seeking volunteers to light
the wreath before Masses during

Advent.

If you and your family are
interested, please scan this QR code to sign up.

Long-Term Substitute Teaching Position:
February - May, 2026

St. Joseph Catholic School in St. Johns, Michigan is
accepting applications for a Kindergarten long term
substitute teaching position. This position will last for
twelve (12) weeks and begins in February, and finishes
in May, 2026. Experience in teaching and/or substitute
teaching in the classroom is preferred. The classroom
also has a part-time aide Monday-Friday each school
week.

Interested applicants please contact: Chris Wells, Prin-
cipal, principal@stjoecatholicschool.org. or call the
school office at 989- 224-2421.

The Giving Tree
This Advent you have the opportunity to partici-
pate in THE GIVING TREE project. Ornaments are
in the baskets located at the new gathering space.
Each ornament has an item that you can provide
for someone in need. Your responsibility is to
bring the wrapped gift, marked with the name
and number found on the ornament, and return
the gift in the gathering space.

Gifts MUST be returned NO LATER
than Thursday, December 11, 2025

Please remember that the gift you
provide is often the only gift the per-
son receives. In past years over 200
individuals from Hazel Findlay, Safe
Center, Eureka House, and Reach

the Forgotten Jail Ministries have benefited from
the generosity of St. Joseph parishioners.

Please return monetary gifts to the parish office or
place in the collection basket.

If you can help with sorting or distribution,
please call the parish office.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DEDICATION

If you would like to make a donation of any amount
towards our Christmas Poinsettias in memory of or
in honor of a loved one, please use this form and
put it in the red trimmed “Christmas Flowers, Deco-
rations & Other Liturgy Expenses” envelope found
in your November/December packets.

Dedicated by
In memory of (For the deceased)

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

In honor of (For the living)
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Please return to the parish office no later
than

Monday, December 15th
in order to be included in the memorial list.
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Please pray for the following children preparing

for First Holy Communion
this 2026 Spring.

Please pray for the following
Confirmation Candidates that will be

Confirmed in March 2026.

Quinn C.
Caleb C.
Grace D.
Elizabeth D.
Mya D.
Lynden D.
Brayden G.
Sadie G.
Jace G
Bryer H.

Benjamin H.
Eli H.
Cam M.
Alessandra M.
Zoey N.
Adalyn P.
Grace R.
Kensington S.
Isla S.
Canaan S.

Grace B.
Kara B.
Brayden C.
Owen D.
Will G.
Brody K.
Carter K.
Morgan L.
Owen M.
Isabelle M.

Sylis M.
Elizabeth M.
Joslynn R.
Cassandra S.
Adelyn S.
Lauryn S.
Paige T.
Marie W.
Ace W.

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340519
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(989) 593-3104
Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner

catholicmatch®

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

Michigan
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