
 
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH DECEMBER 28, 2025 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� Dzurka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Steve Thelen 
Maintenance •  
School Custodian • Steve Dyer 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara&on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap&sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa&on  Jen Nelson 
Confirma&on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris&an Ini&a&on of Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
Please call the parish office for more informa�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sick, please call 989-227-1244. 
 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on Office: (989) 224-8537 
 
Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle&n) 
 
Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 
Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099  LLiinnddeenn  SSttrreeeett  
SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnnss,,  MMiicchhiiggaann  4488887799--11883377  
((998899))  222244--88999944  
FFaaxx::  ((998899))  222244--33447755  
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm  
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Ari 

Chris 
Danny Ball 

Dena 
Don 
 Jill 

Kristi 
Sawyer Ballinger 

Jan Coffman 
Sherri Couch 

Verena DeBoer 
Mick Droste 

Mary Enneking 
Keith Enneking 
Trisha Fisher 

Friend 
Jack Hagerty 
David Higgins 

Korine 
Alissa McKeown 
Gabrielle Meece 

Teresa MIller 
Myah 

Patrick 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Deacon Marv & Tita 
Robertson 

Patricia Rojas 
Mary Schmitt 

Joan Schrauben 

Sherri 
Anne Thelen 

Jennifer 
Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

William Hess 

Jake Hoskins 
Jacob Longoria 

Eric Martin 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Jordan Van Amburg 
To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 

please call the par-
ish office: 989-224-
8994 or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

December 28-January 3 
in memory of 
JJaacckk  SSiirraa  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
“The Blessed Sacrament will be Exposed for Adoration 
following First Friday, January 2nd until Benediction and 
Mass on January 3rd 
 
What a beautiful way to take some time with Our Lord   
reviewing the past year and asking Him to help us begin 
our New Year well!  O, Come Let Us Adore Him! 
 
We are in need of subs at the following times: 

Friday, January 2:  11:00 a.m. (2 needed),       
2:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, January 3:  1:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. 
 
Please text or call Rebecca at 989-292-2072 if you 
will attend for one of these hours, or sign up in the 
church gathering space.  Your help is greatly ap-
preciated since we have more open hours this 
time of year due to winter travelers.  Thank you! 

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● December 29 
1 John 2:3-11/Luke 2:22-35 
No Mass   
 
Tuesday ● December 30 
1 John 2:12-17/Luke 2:36-40 
6:00 p.m. Mass   †Mary Ladd    
   By: Kathy Buccholz  
Wednesday ● December 31 
1 John 2:18-21/John 1:1-18 
6:00 p.m.  Mass †Art and †Bernade�e Kla� and Family 
   By:  Kay Mitchell 
Thursday ● January 1 
Numbers 6:22-27/Gala�ans 4:4-7/Luke 2:16-21 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
8:30 a.m.. Mass †Blanche Woodbury    
   By:  Susie Schroeder 
Friday ●  January 2 
1 John 2:22-28/John 1:19-28 
8:30 a.m. Mass †Helen Makara 
   By:  Celes�ne and Joan Schaub 
Saturday ● January 3 
1 John 2:29--3:6/John 29-34 
8:30 a.m.  Mass For an End to Abor�on 
 
5:00 p.m. Mass For the People of the Parish 
    
Sunday ●  January 4 
Isaiah 60:1-6/Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6/Ma4hew 2:1-12 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 a.m.   Mass  Living and Deceased members of the  
  Mar�n and Wells Families 
   By:  Chris and Michelle Wells 
 
10:00 a.m. Mass  †Peter and †Margaret Mary Klein  
   By:   Terri Gove 
   
12:00 p.m. Mass  †John Fabus and †Ed Harr   
   By:  Family  
 
6:00 p.m.   Mass in Spanish  

Parish Office Hours this week: 
Monday and Tuesday  9:00 a.m. - Noon 
         1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Closed for New Years 
December 31, 2025 - January 2, 2026 
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 
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Striving for the Ideal 
Today we celebrate the Holy Family, 
with Matthew’s gospel taking last 
week’s call to obedience to heart, 
heeding the angel of the Lord’s 
words twice more—first taking Jesus 
and Mary to Egypt, then later send-
ing them on to Nazareth to settle 
down. This gospel selection high-
lights not only obedience, but the 
parental desire to protect our chil-
dren. Both migrations were anticipat-
ed in the Old Testament. 
 
And it’s in the Old Testament I would 
like to center our thoughts today. 
Our first reading from the book of 
Sirach paints a picture of the ideal 
family and touches on many of the 
attributes that are still important for 
families today. Sirach is also known 
as “Ecclesiasticus” or “The Wisdom 
of Ben Sira.” (Why have only one 
name, when you can have three, 
right?). 
 
Sirach focuses on friendship, educa-
tion, poverty and wealth, laws, reli-
gious and social customs of the 
times, and is considered among the 

Scriptural books of Wisdom by Cath-
olics. However, it is one of seven 
books Protestants do not include 
since the Reformation. 
 
In looking at today’s selection, we 
get a glimpse of what God wants to 
see from families, how he wants 
family members to act toward each 
other. Sirach gives us something of 
a primer on family relationships. It 
presents fatherhood as something to 
be honored, but with that role comes 
responsibility. For example, the fa-
ther is expected to pray so he can 
be heard that his sons may follow in 
his footsteps should they become 
fathers in later years, saying: 
 
”Whoever honors his father is glad-
dened by children...whoever reveres 
his father will live a long life; he who 
obeys his father brings comfort to his 
mother.” 
 
Sirach goes on to instruct children to 
take care of their parents in old age: 
“Even if his mind fail be considerate 
of him. Kindness to a father will not 
be forgotten (by God).” In presenting 
these words of wisdom, Sirach looks 
at more than the social aspects of 
the family structure, but shows 
how it is a fundamental theological 
reality. 
 

Sirach aligns the family with core 
theological concepts like righteous-
ness, the proper life, forgiveness 
and salvation. And what is obvious, 
yet not specifically stated, today’s 
selection from Sirach reminds its 
Jewish readers to follow God’s man-
date to honor their fathers and moth-
ers as given to them in both the 
books of Exodus and Deuteronomy. 
 
Certainly, society has changed. It is 
not as patriarchal as in Jewish socie-
ty prior to Jesus’ birth, and we have 
more broken homes today. But the 
bottom line  that we must show re-
spect to our parents and our children 
is standard across all ages. So let’s 
remember to show basic human 
dignity to all in our family. In doing 
so, we please God who created the 
family. 
 

DDeeaaccoonn  EErriicc   
deaconeric@hotmail.com 
You can now watch and listen  
to    Deacon Eric’s column 
through this link on Youtube.  
https://www.youtube.com/
StJosephCatholicChurch-StJohns 

Four men were recently welcomed as catechumens 
(unbaptized) and candidates (baptized).    

Please pray for Kaleob, Tyler, David and John as they 
prepare to enter into full communion with the Catholic 
Church.  If you or someone you know has questions 

about Catholicism or is interested in becoming Catholic, 
you are welcome to contact the parish office at any time. 

St. Joseph Church-St. Johns 
Position Opening: 

Maintenance/Custodial Worker We currently have an opening for the Mainte-nance/Custodial position at St. Joseph.  This posi-tion is     responsible for all routine, preventative, and operational maintenance on all St.    Joseph buildings, equipment, and grounds as well as cus-todial work primarily in the church.  Applicants should have previous  experience in custodial and maintenance duties including safety and reporting procedures.  There will be more information to follow.   Questions can be directed to Steve Thelen,  Business Manager at 989-224-8994 or email to  business.stjoseph@gmail.com 
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  LLiittuurrggiiccaall  MMiinniisstteerrss  
JJaannuuaarryy  33  aanndd  44  

AAllttaarr  SSeerrvveerrss:: 5:00 p.m.   Nolan C. 
   Zeke B. 
  8:00 a.m. Ace W. 
   Beau H. 
  10:00 a.m. Liam K. 
   Faye K. 
  12:00 p.m. Derek C. 
   Graham C. 
  
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  MMiinniisstteerrss  ooff  HHoollyy  CCoommmmuunniioonn:: 
  5:00 p.m. Group  1 
 8:00 a.m. Group  1 
 10:00 a.m. Group  1 
 12:00 p.m. Group  1 
 
LLeeccttoorrss:: 5:00 p.m. Ann P. 
 8:00 a.m. Bob P. 
 10:00 a.m. Jane M. 
 12:00 p.m. Debbie T. 
 
UUsshheerrss:: 5:00 p.m. Group 5C 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8D 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10A 
                    12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
CCoolllleeccttiioonn  CCoouunntteerrss::    December 29  Group 2 
    
SSaannccttuuaarryy  CClleeaanneerrss:  Christine Boak and Mary Jane Boak 

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

UUppccoommiinngg  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  ooff  OObblliiggaattiioonn::  
SSoolleemmnniittyy  ooff  MMaarryy  

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  3311::  **66::0000  pp..mm..    
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  11::  88::3300  aa..mm..  

  
**  IInncceennssee  FFrreeee  MMaassss    

  
LLeeccttoorrss,,  EEuucchhaarriissttiicc  MMiinniisstteerrss,,  AAllttaarr  SSeerrvveerrss  aanndd  UUsshheerrss  
aarree  nneeeeddeedd  aanndd  ccaann  ssiiggnn  uupp  ffoorr  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
MMaasssseess  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..  PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  oorr  eemmaaiill  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  ooffffiiccee  
oorr  ssiiggnn  uupp  oonn  tthhee  sshheeeettss  iinn  tthhee  ggaatthheerriinngg  ssppaaccee..    

K-12 Religious Education Program 
             for December    

December 31:  No Classes 
 
YOUTH GROUP NEWS: 
No QR code will be needed for the remainder of High 
School Youth Group Nights!  The Youth Group is diligently 
working on the production of a YouTube Video with Mr. 
Dave Collins.  Stay tuned for updates, and please pray for 
the youth as they grow and encounter Christ in new ways 
this year.  Youth Group will continue to meet the second 
Wednesday of the month from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. until MAY. 
 
First Reconciliation Parent/Child Workshop 
Families with second graders who are preparing for their 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion are sched-
uled for a parent/child workshop on Thursday, January 8th 
from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the lower level of the church.  This 
workshop is for all school and religious education program 
children to attend with their parent/s.   
 
 

K-12 Religious Education Program 
For January 

January 7:    K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 
January 14:  K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 
        Youth Group (7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.) 
January 21; K-8 Classes (6;00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 
January 28: Confirmation Class (7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.) 
                    No K-8 Classes 
 

Contact Jen Nelson for more information at:  
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com. 

STEWARDSHIP 
Due to early bulletin printing deadlines,  

the collection from the weekend of  
December 21, 2025 will appear 

in a later bulletin. 

Do you have questions about 
St. Joseph Catholic School or are  
interested in registering this 2026/27 
school year?   
 
Please contact Chris wells at 
princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org. 
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THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED                               5 
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6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

Have you Heard? 
You can receive the  

St. Joseph Parish bulletin  
and other Communications via email or 

text messages.   
Scan this QR code or visit eva.us/

joe48879 

TTrraavveelliinngg  CChhaalliiccee  ffoorr  VVooccaattiioonnss  
If you love the Catholic faith and want to contribute in 
a meaningful way, please pray for vocations.  The 
Knights of Columbus has provided a traveling chalice 
that you can take home for a week of dai-
ly prayers.  The chalice is located on a ta-
ble in the front of the annex (near the 
ramp entrance).  Simply sign up for the 
week that you want, and the    Chalice as 
well as suggested prayers are yours for 

 Miscellaneous Money Matters    
Year-End Contribution Statements for 2025 will be mailed by the end of 
January.  In compliance with the IRS, any donations postmarked after 
12/31/25 or received in the office after 12/31/25 will be recorded as 2026 gifts.  
Your generosity this year toward the support of our parish has been appreci-
ated! 
 
Thinking about starting automatic contributions?  Click on the Online 
Giving link at www.stjoecatholic.com/donate to get started. 
 
Are you already using Online Giving?  Sometimes we set up automatic 
systems and forget to check them to make sure everything is current.  Please 
take a few minutes to make sure that your donation amount is correct and 
that your credit card or bank card hasn’t expired.  
 
IRA Required Minimum Distributions:  If you’re 73 years or older, donating 
your IRA required minimum distribution to the parish can be a way to pay less 
taxes.  Contact your investment advisor and the parish office to make a direct 
transfer so that the distribution doesn’t have to be claimed as income. 
 
Donate stocks, bonds, or mutual funds:  To avoid capital gains tax on ap-
preciated securities, consider transferring them to St. Joe’s as your donation. 
Contact your investment advisor and the parish office to make this transfer. 

Some Adult Formation Opportunities 
to Look Forward to  

in 2026 
A partial sneak peek at what lies ahead 

 Lenten Book Study:  Into His Likeness by 
Dr. Edward Sri.  Watch for details in January 

 
 May 8, 2026:  The Cristero War:  Faith Un-

der Fire with Phillip Campbell  This family-
friendly event will feature a talk in honor of 
the 100th anniversary of the Cristero War by 
your favorite Catholic history author-teacher, 
as well as a Mexican-themed meal.  This 
was the winner of the parishioner vote in 
September regarding the formation oppor-
tunity you would most like to see. 

 
 Summer Faith Series:  June/July/August  

the summer faith series returns!  We’ll       
address three more relevant and often      
misunderstood historical events related to 
Catholicism. 

 
And more!  Watch the bulletin for additional    

information concerning these and other          
opportunities to grow in your faith. 
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Please pray for the following children preparing for  
First Holy Communion  

this 2026 Spring. 

Quinn C. 
Caleb C. 
Grace D. 
Elizabeth D. 
Mya D. 
Lynden D. 
Eloise F. 
Ruby F. 
Sadie G. 
Jace G 
Bryer H. 

Benjamin H. 
Eli H. 
Cam M. 
Alessandra M. 
Zoey N. 
Adalyn P. 
Grace R. 
Kensington S. 
Isla S. 
Canaan S. 
Maxwell S. 

Remi S. 
Adeline S. 
Luke T. 
Brinley W. 

Grace B. 
Kara B. 
Brayden C. 
Owen D. 
Will G. 
Brody K. 
Carter K. 
Morgan L. 
Owen M. 
Isabelle M. 
Maddox M. 

Sylis M. 
Elizabeth M. 
Joslynn R. 
Cassandra S. 
Addelyn S. 
Lauryn S. 
Paige T. 
Daniel V. 
Marie W. 
Ace W. 

Please pray for the following  
Confirmation Candidates that will be  

Confirmed in March 2026. 

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

AAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  IIII  

Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner

catholicmatch
®

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

Michigan
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