
 
EPIPHANY  JANUARY 4, 2026 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� Dzurka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Steve Thelen 
Maintenance •  
School Custodian • Steve Dyer 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara&on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap&sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa&on  Jen Nelson 
Confirma&on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris&an Ini&a&on of Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
Please call the parish office for more informa�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sick, please call 989-227-1244. 
 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on Office: (989) 224-8537 
 
Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle&n) 
 
Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 
Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099  LLiinnddeenn  SSttrreeeett  
SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnnss,,  MMiicchhiiggaann  4488887799--11883377  
((998899))  222244--88999944  
FFaaxx::  ((998899))  222244--33447755  
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm  
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Ari 

Chris 
Danny Ball 

Dena 
Don 
 Jill 

Kristi 
Sawyer Ballinger 

Jan Coffman 
Sherri Couch 

Verena DeBoer 
Mary Enneking 
Keith Enneking 
Trisha Fisher 

Friend 
Jack Hagerty 
David Higgins 

Korine 

Alissa McKeown 
Gabrielle Meece 

Teresa MIller 
Myah 

Patrick 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Deacon Marv & Tita 
Robertson 

Patricia Rojas 
Mary Schmitt 

Joan Schrauben 
Sherri 

Anne Thelen 
Jennifer 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
 
Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

William Hess 

Jake Hoskins 
Jacob Longoria 

Eric Martin 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Jordan Van Amburg 
To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 

please call the par-
ish office: 989-224-
8994 or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

January 4-10, 2026 
In memory of 

MMaauurriiccee  aanndd  EEtthhaa  EEiisslleerr  

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● January 5 
1 John 3:22-4:6/Ma!hew 4:23 
No Mass   
 
Tuesday ● January 6 
1 John 4:7-10/Mark 6:34-44 
6:00 p.m. Mass   †Stan Divish    
   By: Paula and Chadham Desrochers  
Wednesday ● January 7 
1 John 4:11-18/Mark 6:45-22 
6:00 p.m.  Mass †Yvonne Asher 
   By:  Kathy Randolph 
Thursday ● January 8 
1 John 4:19---5:4/Luke 4:14-22 
8:30 a.m.. Mass †Ken Yahn    
   By:  Pat and Pam Walsh 
6:00 p.m. Mass For the Souls in Purgatory 
 
Friday ●  January 9 
1 John 5:5-13/Luke 5:12-16 
8:30 a.m. Mass †Charles Chapko III 
   By:  Chris and Brenda DeLiso 
Saturday ● January 10 
1 John 5:14-21/John 3:22-30 
5:00 p.m. Mass †Tena Gilhouse 
   By:  Ardith Markman  
  
Sunday ●  January 11 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/Ma!hew 3:13-17 
The Bap�sm of the Lord 
8:00 a.m.   Mass  For the People of the Parish 
 
10:00 a.m. Mass  †Doris Andrews    
   By:   Conley and Wood Families  
   
12:00 p.m. Mass  †Mark Simon    
   By:  Family  
6:00 p.m.   Mass in Spanish  
   †Victor Porras Narvdez 
   By:  Family 

Office Hours 
Monday -Thursday   9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
             (closed from noon - 1:00 p.m.) 
Friday - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
   (closed from noon-1:00 p.m.) 

Epiphany House Blessing 
“Chalking the door” is a centuries-old custom in 
which Christians gather on the feast of Epipha-
ny (January 6) to ask God’s blessing on their 
home.  A traditional way of   doing this to take a 
piece of blessed chalk and inscribe the follow-
ing above the entrance door at the home: 
 

20 + C + M + B + 26 
 

The “20” and the “26” refer to the year.  The “+” 
between the letters symbolizes the cross of 
Christ.  The “C M B” initials have two mean-
ings: 
1. The initials represent the three Magi:   
 Casper, Melchior and Balthazar. 
2. The initials are an abbreviation for the Latin  
     “Christus mansionem benedict”  
      (May Christ bless this house) 
 
Be sure to pick up your Home Blessing Kit 
near the church entrance which includes a 
piece of blessed chalk and instructions. 
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Nobody’s Going to  
Read This 2.0 
“Nobody’s going to read this” I 
said to myself as I prepared to 
write this column. It’s being writ-
ten early to meet one of the sev-
eral early deadlines that go with 
the Christmas season. On top of 
scrambling for new column ideas, 
I think I’ve used up my allotment 
of “grins” for 2025. 
 
“Nobody’s going to read this—
this is the bulletin on the Sunday 
following New Year’s,” I said to 
myself.  “Nobody’s going to 
spend time reading the bulletin 
today after having to go to Mass 
five times over a two-week peri-
od. Enough is enough already.” 
And besides, I think I’ve used up 
my allotment of poignant 
thoughts for 2025. 
 
“Nobody’s going to read this, 
there plenty football (and holiday 
leftovers) still available today—
it’s a waste of time to read this 
bulletin, isn’t it? How many read 
the Sunday bulletin anytime?,” I 
wondered. And as I write this, I 
have a nagging feeling that I’m 
not only out of grins and poignan-

cy, I may be completely out 
of words for the year and I have-
n’t yet received my allotment for 
2026. And really, who wants to 
read a column that runs out of 
words? 
 
If anything in the first three para-
graphs sounds familiar, that’s 
good news for me because, de-
spite it’s premise, it means some-
one did read my last column for 
2024. The first three paragraphs 
have been reworked to some de-
gree, but carry the same theme. 
If it weren’t for the Holy Spirit 
feeding me good material we 
would have a big hole on page 
three of our Sunday bulletin each 
week. 
 
The irony of the title of the col-
umn is that it was probably the 
one that drew the most positive 
feedback of anything I’ve written 
in the past 12 months, so I will 
use the closing story I used at 
this time last year. It is a look at a 
famous poem written by Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow. Now I 
have never been accused of be-
ing a long or tall fellow myself, 
but his “Christmas Bells” has all 
the markings of an Old Testa-
ment psalm, with a variety of 
emotions expressed. That might 
work. 
 
The first three verses all end with 

the uplifting line “Of peace on 
earth, good will to men.” But then 
his thoughts turn to the reality of 
his time, the American Civil War, 
with bombs bursting and people 
dying and Longfellow’s thoughts 
turn dark:  
 
“There is no peace on earth’ he 
said, “for hate is strong and 
mocks the song of ‘peace on 
earth good will to men.’”But then 
he hears Christmas bells ring 
once again and his faith in God 
appears in the final verse: "God 
is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The Wrong shall fail, the Right 
prevail, With peace on earth, 
good-will to men." 
 
“Maybe one person will read this 
and find the words of this Long-
fellow fellow pertinent to their 
lives. I’ll pray for that person”  I 
said to myself, as I smile in 
thanks to the Holy Spirit. 
 
DDeeaaccoonn  EErriicc   
deaconeric@hotmail.com 
You can now watch and listen  
to    Deacon Eric’s column  
through this link on Youtube.  
https://www.youtube.com/
hCatholicChurch-StJohns 
 
 

St. Joseph Church-St. Johns 
Position Opening: 

Maintenance/Custodial Worker We currently have an opening for the Maintenance/Custodial position at St. Joseph.  This position is     responsible for all routine, preventa-tive, and operational maintenance on all St.    Joseph buildings, equip-ment, and grounds as well as custodial work primarily in the church.  Applicants should have previous  experience in custodial and mainte-nance duties including safety and reporting procedures.  There will be more information to follow.  Questions can be directed to Steve The-len,   Business Manager at 989-224-8994 or email to  business.stjoseph@gmail.com 
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  LLiittuurrggiiccaall  MMiinniisstteerrss  
JJaannuuaarryy  1100  aanndd  1111  

AAllttaarr  SSeerrvveerrss:: 5:00 p.m.   Charleigh F. 
   Volunteer 
  8:00 a.m. Miles S. 
   Kaynin S. 
  10:00 a.m. Palmer D. 
   Scarle� S. 
  12:00 p.m. Averie D. 
   Kasen D. 
  
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  MMiinniisstteerrss  ooff  HHoollyy  CCoommmmuunniioonn:: 
  5:00 p.m. Group  1 
 8:00 a.m. Group  1 
 10:00 a.m. Group  1 
 12:00 p.m. Group  1 
 
LLeeccttoorrss:: 5:00 p.m. Diane A. 
 8:00 a.m. Trevor H. 
 10:00 a.m. Joe T. 
 12:00 p.m. Dawn L. 
 
UUsshheerrss:: 5:00 p.m. Group 5A 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8E 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10B 
                    12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
CCoolllleeccttiioonn  CCoouunntteerrss::    January 5  Group 4 
    
SSaannccttuuaarryy  CClleeaanneerrss:  Jane Randolph and Veronica Rozen 

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

S>?@ABCDEFG 
For the weekend of December 21, 2025 
Adults (371) giDs Including online giving): …...$21,205.10 
Loose Cash: .......................................................... $922.00 
Total: ............................................................... $22,127.10 
 
Other GiIs Received 
Educa&on Trust Fund: ............................................ $45.00 
Building Fund:       ................................................. $201.00 
Tui&on Scholarship Fund:  .................................... $110.00  
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2025 is  $21,500.12.   If we  
con&nue to keep this average, we will meet our budgeted goal. 

SStt..  JJoosseepphh  SScchhooooll    
LLUUNNCCHH  MMEENNUU  
F34 567 8779 3:  J<=><4? 5-9, 2026  
Monday:     Sweet and sour chicken, rice, peas, 
  pineapple, and milk. 
Tuesday: Loaded baked potato soup, grilled 
  cheese, fruit, and milk, 
Wednesday:  Macaroni and cheese, broccoli, fruit, 
  and milk 
Thursday: Hot dog, French fries, fruit, and  
  milk. 
Friday:          Cheese stuffed bread stick, fresh  
  veggies, fresh fruit, and milk. 

 
Milk choice includes chocolate fat free milk  

or white 1% Low fat milk  
            
 Lunches are $3.25    Milk  $0.50 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

K-12 Religious Education Program 
For January 

January 7:    K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 
January 14:  K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 
        Youth Group (7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.) 
January 21; K-8 Classes (6;00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 
January 28: Confirmation Class (7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.) 
                    No K-8 Classes 
 
YOUTH GROUP NEWS: 
No QR code will be needed for the remainder of High 
School Youth Group Nights!  The Youth Group is diligently 
working on the production of a YouTube Video with Mr. 
Dave Collins.  Stay tuned for updates, and please pray for 
the youth as they grow and encounter Christ in new ways 
this year.  Youth Group will continue to meet the second 
Wednesday of the month from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. until MAY. 
 
First Reconciliation Parent/Child Workshop 
Families with second graders who are preparing for their 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion are sched-
uled for a parent/child workshop on Thursday, January 8th 
from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the lower level of the church.  This 
workshop is for all school and religious education program 
children to attend with their parent/s.   
 
 

Contact Jen Nelson for more information at:  
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com. 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 
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Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Are you looking for a renewed sense 
of purpose & belonging? Register today for a life-changing REFLECT 
weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center, in DeWitt, MI (10 
miles north of Lansing), on Jan 30-Feb 1, 2026. Take a chance and get 
involved... you won't regret it!  Cost is $240 for meals and a single room. 
Visit www.ReflectRetreat.com, email reflect.michigan@gmail.com, or call 
(586) 770-1772 for details.  

 Miscellaneous Money Matters    
Year-End Contribution Statements for 2025 will be mailed by the end of 
January.  In compliance with the IRS, any donations postmarked after 
12/31/25 or received in the office after 12/31/25 will be recorded as 2026 gifts.  
Your generosity this year toward the support of our parish has been appreci-
ated! 
 
Thinking about starting automatic contributions?  Click on the Online 
Giving link at www.stjoecatholic.com/donate to get started. 
 
Are you already using Online Giving?  Sometimes we set up automatic 
systems and forget to check them to make sure everything is current.  Please 
take a few minutes to make sure that your donation amount is correct and 
that your credit card or bank card hasn’t expired.  
 
IRA Required Minimum Distributions:  If you’re 73 years or older, donating 
your IRA required minimum distribution to the parish can be a way to pay less 
taxes.  Contact your investment advisor and the parish office to make a direct 
transfer so that the distribution doesn’t have to be claimed as income. 
 
Donate stocks, bonds, or mutual funds:  To avoid capital gains tax on ap-
preciated securities, consider transferring them to St. Joe’s as your donation. 
Contact your investment advisor and the parish office to make this transfer. 

Some Adult Formation Opportunities 
to Look Forward to  

in 2026 
A partial sneak peek at what lies ahead 

 Lenten Book Study:  Into His Likeness by 
Dr. Edward Sri.  Watch for details in January 

 
 May 8, 2026:  The Cristero War:  Faith Un-

der Fire with Phillip Campbell  This family-
friendly event will feature a talk in honor of 
the 100th anniversary of the Cristero War by 
your favorite Catholic history author-teacher, 
as well as a Mexican-themed meal.  This 
was the winner of the parishioner vote in 
September regarding the formation oppor-
tunity you would most like to see. 

 
 Summer Faith Series:  June/July/August  

the summer faith series returns!  We’ll       
address three more relevant and often      
misunderstood historical events related to 
Catholicism. 

 
And more!  Watch the bulletin for additional    

information concerning these and other          
opportunities to grow in your faith. 

Congratulations to  
newly baptized on 

Sunday, December 21, 2025 

Cora Ann Watts 
daughter to Dallas and Madison (Shutes) Watts 

August Maximilian DeRaedt 
Son to Austin and Megan (Conner) DeRaedt 

Forest Clare Halfman 
Son to Benjamin and Breann (Klein) Halfman  

Donut Sunday  
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 

Donuts, cookies, juice, milk, and coffee. 
First Sunday of each month 

After the 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 
Noon Mass 
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Please pray for the following children preparing for  
First Holy Communion  

this 2026 Spring. 

Quinn C. 
Caleb C. 
Grace D. 
Elizabeth D. 
Mya D. 
Lynden D. 
Eloise F. 
Ruby F. 
Sadie G. 
Jace G 
Bryer H. 

Benjamin H. 
Eli H. 
Cam M. 
Alessandra M. 
Zoey N. 
Adalyn P. 
Grace R. 
Kensington S. 
Isla S. 
Canaan S. 
Maxwell S. 

Remi S. 
Adeline S. 
Luke T. 
Brinley W. 

Grace B. 
Kara B. 
Brayden C. 
Owen D. 
Will G. 
Brody K. 
Carter K. 
Morgan L. 
Owen M. 
Isabelle M. 
Maddox M. 

Sylis M. 
Elizabeth M. 
Joslynn R. 
Cassandra S. 
Addelyn S. 
Lauryn S. 
Paige T. 
Daniel V. 
Marie W. 
Ace W. 

Please pray for the following  
Confirmation Candidates that will be  

Confirmed in March 2026. 

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

AAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  IIII  

Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner

catholicmatch
®

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

Michigan
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