
 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  MARCH 15, 2026 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� Dzurka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Steve Thelen 
Maintenance •  Glenn Esch 
School Custodian • Steve Dyer 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara'on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap'sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa'on  Jen Nelson 
Confirma'on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris'an Ini'a'on of Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
Please call the parish office for more informa�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sick, please call 989-227-1244. 
 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on Office: (989) 224-8537 
 
Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle'n) 
 
Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 
Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099  LLiinnddeenn  SSttrreeeett  
SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnnss,,  MMiicchhiiggaann  4488887799--11883377  
((998899))  222244--88999944  
FFaaxx::  ((998899))  222244--33447755  
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm  
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Ari 

Chris 
Danny Ball 

Dena 
Don 
 Jill 

Kristi 
Michael 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Jan Coffman 
Sherri Couch 

Verena DeBoer 
Mary Enneking 
Keith Enneking 
Trisha Fisher 

Friend 
Jack Hagerty 

Korine 

Gabrielle Meece 
Teresa MIller 

Myah 
Patrick 

Jenny Pytlowanyj 
Tom Reynolds 

Deacon Marv & Tita 
Robertson 

Patricia Rojas 
Mary Schmitt 

Joan Schrauben 
Sherri 

Anne Thelen 
Katelyn T. 
Jennifer 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 
Dan Yurek 

Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Jordan Van Amburg 
 
 To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 

please call the par-
ish office: 989-224-
8994 or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

March 15-21, 2026 
In memory of 

HHeerrbb  aanndd  MMaarriiaann    
AArrmmbbrruussttmmaacchheerr  

Eucharistic Adoration 
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give 
you light.”    Ephesians 5:14 
 
Why attend Adoration in the middle of the night?  Here are a few 
reasons: 
The need for intercession for our world does not cease after mid-
night.  
Giving up a little sleep and the warmth of a bed can be a special 
way to offer a sacrifice to Our Lord. 
And, it may be a peaceful and prayerful time for you when Christ 
gives you spiritual clarity…”Awake, O sleeper...and Christ will 
give you light.” 
 
We could use a few new monthly middle of the night adorers 
during First Friday Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, espe-
cially at 1:00 a.m. or 3:00 a.m.  Call or text Rebecca at 989-292-
2027 for more details. 

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● March 16 
Isaiah 65:17-21/John 4:43-54 
No Mass   
 
Tuesday ● March 17 
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12/John 5:1-16 
6:00 p.m. Mass    †Dorothy Quick 
   By:  Charlie and Lisa Wieber 
 
Wednesday ● March 18 
Isaiah 49:8-15/John 5:17-30 
12:05 p.m.  Mass †Charles Chapko III 
   By:  Duane and Mary Jane Boak 
 
Thursday ● March 19 
2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22/Ma4hew 1:16, 
18-21, 24a 
8:30 a.m.  Mass IHO Pope Leo XIV 
   By:  Society of St. Vincent DePaul   
 
Friday ●  March 20 
Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22/John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
8:30 a.m. Mass †Leona Karber 
   By:  Family 
Saturday ● March 21 
Jeremiah 11:18-20/John 7:40-53 
5:00 p.m. Mass †Jerry and †Kay Eisler and †Bill Eisler 
   By:  Family 
 
Sunday ●  March 22 
Ezekiel 37:12-14/Romans 8:8-11/John 11:1-45 
8:00 a.m.   Mass  †Mary Ladd    
   By:  Kathy Buchholz 
 
10:00 a.m. Mass  †Kevin Daly    
   By:  Family    
 
12:00 p.m. Mass  The People of the Parish 
 
6:00 p.m.   Mass in Spanish   †Enrique Johnson Pinillos 
   By:  Family  

SSTTAATTIIOONNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCRROOSSSS  
Stations of the Cross will be held  

every Friday evening in Lent at 6:00 p.m. 

RReesstt  iinn  PPeeaaccee  
Our prayers and sympathies  
to the family and friends of 

CChhuucckk  SSiissuunngg  
AAnndd    

AArrtt  PPoorruubbsskkyy  
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Baseball Has Been Very, 
Very Good to Me 
I have no claims to originality in the 
title today. “Baseball has been very, 
very good to me” is something of an 
iconic phrase not only in comedy 
circles, but in and around baseball 
diamonds as well. It is a phrase first 
proclaimed by comedian Garrett 
Morris on “Saturday Night Live” in 
1978, who, in the character of Chico 
Esquela, proclaimed the happiness 
and joy of playing a child’s game as 
an adult, and actually getting paid for 
it. The phrase was usually part of a 
skit of a sports report on SNL and it 
was one that caught on around the 
country. (There’s even a trivia team 
in the St Johns area that reportedly 
uses the phrase regularly when a 
baseball-related question pops up. 
No info available on how often that 
team gets baseball questions cor-
rect.) 
 
The quote is relevant today because 
I just got back from Florida, where 
some high school friends and I have 
been meeting since 2019 to watch 
the Detroit Tigers in a couple spring 

training games. Baseball brings us 
together and we share baseball 
memories of Tiger teams of the past, 
such as the Tigers 1968 world 
championship team, the only world 
championship of our youth. We also 
share memories of the 1984 team, 
the only world championship of our 
adult lives. At some point each year, 
one of the five of us, will utter the 
phrase “Baseball has been very, 
very good to me.” The joy expressed 
by the fictional character Chico 
Esquela, is a joy we feel, knowing 
that our love for the game is a glue 
that keeps us together and keeps us 
coming back to central Florida each 
March. 
 
I can also say that baseball has 
been very, very good to me due to 
my memories of going to Tiger 
games as a child. After my older 
brother and sisters got married and 
moved out of the house, my Dad 
had time to take me (and a couple 
years later, my younger brother) to a 
couple Tiger games a year. In the 
bleachers of the old Tiger Stadium, 
we would talk about the game and 
eat hot dogs. Part of baseball’s 
charm is that it moves at a pace that 
allows people to hold a conversation 
and still keep track of what’s going 
on. It was what I learned later in life 
to be what is now called “quality 

time”—important time with him, who 
lived a very busy life as a business 
owner. He didn’t have as much time 
with his children as he may have 
desired, but it was time had at the 
ballpark that allowed for the ever-
important one-on-one time a child 
needs. 
 
As we age, we often reflect on the 
happy times of our youth. I used to 
play pick-up baseball virtually every 
summer day. I used to pore over the 
baseball stats in the newspaper eve-
ry day. Games weren’t on TV on a 
daily basis, so a rare Tiger game on 
the Saturday Game of the Week 
was like gold – but it still didn’t carry 
the value of three hours with Dad, 
munching on a hot dog smothered in 
mustard on a warm weekday night in 
the bleachers. 
 
Baseball has been very, very good 
to me. 
 

DDeeaaccoonn  EErriicc   
deaconeric@hotmail.com 
 
 
You can now watch and listen  to   
 Deacon Eric’s column  
through this link on Youtube.  
h@ps://www.youtube.com/
@StJosephCatholicChurch-StJohns 

Disciple Maker Index Parish Survey 
Our parish is participating in the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) during Lent.  This 
brief, confidential survey helps parish leadership and our bishop understand how 
we are growing as disciples of Jesus Christ and where we are called to grow.   
 

Why this matters:  Your feedback will help shape the future of St.  
Joseph Parish and the Diocese of Lansing. 

 
This year is especially significant.  As Bishop Boyea prepares to submit his resig-
nation  upon turning 75, the insight gathered through the DMI will help prepare 
our diocese of its next Bishop. 
 
The survey takes approximately 20 minutes and is available 
through March 31.  Responses are confidential and shared only 
in summary form.  Scan the QR code or complete a paper copy 
of the survey, available near the entrances or in the parish of-
fice.  Your response is a gift to our parish and our diocese. 

Fr. Mike will be offering Confessions  
Every Wednesday of Lent  

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
   5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Other Lenten Penance Services 
Most Holy Trinity -Fowler     March 16 -  6:30 p.m. 
 
Community of St Jude - DeWi�       
  Tuesdays during Lent at 4:00 p.m. 
                  Saturdays during Lent   
         9:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m. 
St. Mary- Westphalia  
Parish Penance Service       March 23-6:30 p.m. 
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  LLiittuurrggiiccaall  MMiinniisstteerrss  
  MMaarrcchh  2211//2222  

AAllttaarr  SSeerrvveerrss:: 5:00 p.m.   Volunteer 
   Volunteer 
  8:00 a.m. Ella C. 
   Ella S.  
  10:00 a.m. Palmer  D. 
   Scarle� S. 
  12:00 p.m. Mabel R. 
   Willow R.  
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  MMiinniisstteerrss  ooff  HHoollyy  CCoommmmuunniioonn:: 
                5:00 p.m. Group  3 
  8:00 a.m. Group  3 
 10:00 a.m. Group  3 
 12:00 p.m. Group  3 
 
LLeeccttoorrss:: 5:00 p.m. Diane A. 
 8:00 a.m. Trevor H. 
 10:00 a.m. Renae S. 
 12:00 p.m. Mary Beth E. 
 
UUsshheerrss:: 5:00 p.m. Group 5B 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8E 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10D 
                    12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
CCoolllleeccttiioonn  CCoouunntteerrss::    March 16          Group 2 
    
SSaannccttuuaarryy  CClleeaanneerrss:  Laurie Hunt & Tammy Zuker 

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

SStt..  JJoosseepphh  SScchhooooll    
LLUUNNCCHH  MMEENNUU  
F,- ./0 1002 ,3  M4-5/ 16-20, 2026  
Monday:     Corn dog, green beans, fruit, and  
  milk. 
Tuesday: Chicken fettuccine alfredo, bread 
  stick, broccoli, fruit, and milk. 
Wednesday:  Grilled cheese, loaded baked  
  Potato soup, fruit, and milk 
Thursd ay: Hamburger with cheese, fried chips, 
  fruit, and milk. 
Friday:          Cheese stuffed breadstick, fresh  
  veggie, fresh fruit, and milk. 
 

Milk choice includes chocolate fat free milk  
or white 1% Low fat milk             

 Lunches are $3.25   Milk  $0.50 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

K-12 Religious Education March Program Calendar 
March 18:  K-8 Classes                  (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.)  
   Confirmation Class       (7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.) 
March 24   Confirmation Mass     6:30 p.m. 
March 25:  K-8 Classes                  (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

SCDEFGHIJKL 
For the weekend of March 8, 2026 
Adults (330) giDs Including online giving: .....$21,119.13 
Loose Cash:…………………………………………….……....$904.00 
Total:…………………………………………………………..$23,023.13 
 
The children’s collec'on for March will be donated to 
 
Other GiMs Received 
Educa'on Trust Fund: ………………………………………….… $697.00 
Building Fund:      ………………………………………………....   $106.00 
Tui'on Scholarship Fund: ………………………………..……..     $1.00  
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2025 is  $21,925.59.         If we  
con'nue to keep this average, we will meet our budgeted goal. 

Confirmation Practice, March 22, 2026 at 1:30 p.m.   
Please meet in the church. 

HHoollyy  wweeeekk  ssccHHeedduullee  
Holy Thursday, April 2, 2026    
  6:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper-Incense 
Good Friday:  April 3, 2026 (parish office closed) 
 1:00 p.m. Passion of the Lord - No incense 
Holy Saturday - April 4, 2026: No Confessions 
 8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass - Incense 
Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026 
  8:00 a.m. Mass -   No incense 
 10:00 a.m. Mass - No Incense 
 12:00 p.m. Mass - Incense 
  6:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish 

We will be in need of Lectors, Altar Servers, Eucharis�c 
Ministers, and Ushers for these services.  There will be a 
sign up sheet in the back of church. 

The Children’s collection for March will be donated to:  
March 7/8 donation: $70.69 

 
Children’s and youth envelopes are available in the back of the Church 

and from the Parish Office 
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THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED                               5 

Things Every Catholic Should 
Know: 

Question:  The Catholic Church says 
that of all the virtues, one is the most 
excellent one.  Which one is it? 
 
Answer:  Charity 
Charity is also defined as “Divine Friendship” or 
friendship with God and all His children. Charity 
lifts man beyond the limits of his human nature 
and lets him be at home with God.  Like every 
true and perfect friendship, it extends to those 
loved by God.  His children.  Without Charity or 
Divine Friendship, all other virtues are not prac-
ticed to the fullest. 

Parents with  one or more students attending Lansing 
Catholic High School may apply for a parish subsidy grant 
from St. Joseph Church to help with tuition costs. There are 
basic requirements to apply and forms are available through 
the parish office or on our website: stjoecatholic.com/forms/  

Application deadline is March 31, 2026  
for the 2026-27 school year.  

EEaasstteerr  FFlloowweerr  DDeeddiiccaattiioonnss  
If you would like to make a donation of any amount towards 
our various Easter flowers in memory or in honor of a loved 
one, please use this form and place in the pink trimmed 
“Easter flowers, Decorations & Other Liturgy Expenses” enve-
lope found in your March/April packets.  

Dedicated by:  
__________________________________ 

 
In Memory of          or          In Honor of  

 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

 
Please return to the parish office by Monday, 

MMaarrcchh,,  2233rrdd  to be included in the Memorial List 
 

*Donations received in excess of flower costs will be applied 
towards decorations and other liturgical expenses. 

Lenten Book Study Week 5 
For week 5, we read Chapters 10-11 and reflect on the importance 
of Christian fellowship in a culture often opposed to the mind of 
Christ.  Consider what practical steps might help you remain rooted 
in Christ and protect your mind and heart as His disciple. 
 
The Tuesday Group will meet on Monday, March 23 at 6:30 p.m. 
for its final session.  Participants are welcome to attend any of the 
sessions that week:  Wednesday, March 25 at 12:30 p.m., Friday, 
March 26 at  6:30 p.m., or online on Saturday, March 28 at 9:00 
a.m. 

Less than 100 years ago, Catholics in Mexico could be imprisoned-or 
killed- simply for prac�cing their faith.  Between 1926 and 1929, the 
Mexican government violently suppressed the Catholic faith, targe'ng 
both priests and laypeople.  Ordinary Catholics organized to defend their 
religious freedom, showing remarkable courage even in the face of perse-
cu'on. 
 
Join us at St. Joseph Parish on Friday, May 8, 
for a evening of fellowship, prayer, and re-
flec'on on this powerful and oDen over-
looked chapter of Catholic history.  The even-
ing begins with a potluck at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a presenta'on, The Cristero War:  
Faith Under Fire, with Catholic history author 
Phillip Campbell. 
 

A children’s ministry will be available during the presenta'on.   
More details and RSVP informa'on will be available soon. 
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The spring session of 40 Days of Life has just begun.  40 Days of Life is 
a prayer vigil that is held outside of abortion clinics and Planned 
Parenthood sites around the world to silently pray to save the lives of 
unborn babies often lost to abortion.  Prayers are also offered for those 
who work for and support the abortion industry so they will have a 
change of heart. 
 
The local 40 Days for Life vigil is held outside the Planned Parenthood at 
Frandor Monday through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  You can 
go to pray at any time at this site or to sign up for a specific time, just go 
to the website:  40daysforlife.com/Lansing.  I will be going to pray every 
Thursday at 2:00 p.m. so you can join me at that time to get initiated.  
Fore more information, call Mary Beth at (989) 227-0088. 

Knights of Columbus 
Paper Products 

and Personal Hygiene Collec�on 
The Knights of Columbus will have a collec'on of paper 
products and personal hygiene products on March 21/22.  
The items collected will be shared with The Basic Needs 
Center, Beacon of Hope, and Safe Center.  Please consider 
dona'ng items such as toothpaste toothbrushes, hand 

soap - liquid and bar, body wash, deodor-
ant, toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, 
laundry soap, sanitary wipes, liquid hand 
sani'zer, and body lo'ons.  You can drop 
off your dona'ons outside of the church 
prior to mass on March 21 or 22. 

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

AAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  IIII  

Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner
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