
 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  MARCH  22, 2026 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� Dzurka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Steve Thelen 
Maintenance •  Glenn Esch 
School Custodian • Steve Dyer 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara'on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap'sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa'on  Jen Nelson 
Confirma'on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris'an Ini'a'on of Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
Please call the parish office for more informa�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sick, please call 989-227-1244. 
 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on Office: (989) 224-8537 
 
Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle'n) 
 
Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 
Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099  LLiinnddeenn  SSttrreeeett  
SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnnss,,  MMiicchhiiggaann  4488887799--11883377  
((998899))  222244--88999944  
FFaaxx::  ((998899))  222244--33447755  
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm  
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Ari 

Chris 
Dena 
Don 
 Jill 

Kristi 

Michael 
Sawyer Ballinger 

Ed Chope 
Jan Coffman 
Sherri Couch 

Verena DeBoer 
Mary Enneking 
Keith Enneking 
Trisha Fisher 

Friend 
Jack Hagerty 

Korine 

Teresa MIller 
Myah 

Patrick 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Tom Reynolds 
Deacon Marv & Tita 

Robertson 
Patricia Rojas 
Mary Schmitt 

Joan Schrauben 
Sherri 

Anne Thelen 

Katelyn T. 
Jennifer 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 
Dan Yurek 

Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

Jake Hoskins 
Jacob Longoria 

Eric Martin 
Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Jordan Van Amburg 
 
 
 To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 

please call the par-
ish office: 989-224-
8994 or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

March 22-28, 2026 
In memory of 

SSttaannlleeyy  DDiivviisshh  

Eucharistic Adoration 
Please note:  There will be NO First Friday Expo-
sition of the Blessed Sacrament in April since it is 
Good Friday.  There is no schedule Adoration 
that day or night. 
 
Instead, please plan to attend Adoration on Holy 
Thursday, April 2, 2026 following the 6:00 p.m. Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper, there will be a time of Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament in the 
former “Day Chapel” until 10:00 p.m. 
 
The former day chapel is located in the 
school.  Enter through the glass door from 
the north parking lot (ramp side). Please 
join us in keeping watch with our Lord. 

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● March 23 
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 OR 13:41C-62/John 8:1-11 
No Mass   
 
Tuesday ● March 24 
Numbers 21:4-9/John 8:21-30 
6:30 p.m. Mass   Confirma�on Mass 
  †Stanley Divish 
   By:  Paula & Chadham Desrocher 
Wednesday ● March 25 
Isaiah 7:10-14, 8:10/Hebrews 10:4-10/Luke 1:26-38 
12:05 p.m.  Mass    IHO John and Nicole Lorio 
   By:  Joe and Catherine Lorio Family 
Thursday ● March 26 
Genesis 17:3-9/John 8:51-59 
8:30 a.m.  Mass †Ron Jakubczak 
   By:  Pat and Pam Walsh 
Friday ●  March 27 
Jeremiah 20:10-13/John 10:31-42 
8:30 a.m. Mass †George French 
   By:  Charlie and Lisa Wieber 
 
Saturday ● March 28 
Ezekiel 37:21-28/John 11:45-56 
5:00 p.m. Mass †Kathy Reynolds 
   By:  Linda Norris 
 
Sunday ●  March 29 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
Ma9hew 21:1-11/Isaiah 50:4-7/Philippians 2:6-11/Ma9hew 26:14--
27:66 
8:00 a.m.   Mass  People of the Parish 
 
10:00 a.m. Mass  †Mike Norris    
   By:  Wife    
 
12:00 p.m. Mass †Beverly Starrak 
   By:  Brad and Andrea Rehmann 
 
6:00 p.m.   Mass in Spanish   
  Holy Souls  

SSTTAATTIIOONNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCRROOSSSS  
Stations of the Cross will be held  

every Friday evening in Lent at 6:00 p.m. 

RReesstt  iinn  PPeeaaccee  
Our prayers and sympathies  
to the family and friends of 

DDaanniieell  MM..  BBaallll  

PPlleeaassee  NNoottee::  
Due to the Confirma�on Mass that will begin at 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 24, there will be will 
be NO confessions. 
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The Lazarus Story 
Today’s well-known Gospel story can be 
delivered in a short form or long form. 
(The cynic who glances at his watch 
every ten minutes at Mass might say 
that there is a long form and a really long 
form, but most importantly it’s a beauti-
fully-written part of John’s gospel.) Say-
ing it’s a part of John’s gospel, however, 
doesn’t really do it justice. Though, it is a 
true story and not a parable, John pre-
sents it almost as if he were a playwright 
and not an evangelist. 
 
Taking it in its extended version, we see 
how it’s really divided into six scenes, or 
acts. In the first scene, we are intro-
duced to the characters, Jesus, Mary, 
Martha and Lazarus. We’re told by John 
that Mary is the woman who had anoint-
ed Jesus with expensive oil and dried his 
feet with her hair. Lazarus was her 
brother and he was ill. When Jesus was 
told of Lazarus’ illness, he proclaimed 
that the illness would not end in death 
but is for the “glory of God.” 

John’s second scene gives us Jesus 
continuing his preaching for two days 
before informing his disciples that he 
was going to see his sick friend in Betha-
ny – which is not far from Jerusalem in 
Judea, but a long way from where he 
was preaching. This startled the disci-
ples because Jesus had recently left 
Judea, as mobs threatened to stone him. 
Jesus says “Our friend Lazarus is 
asleep, but I am going to awaken him.” 
 
Our third act has Jesus arriving in Betha-
ny, but by that time, John tells us that 
Lazarus had been in his tomb for four 
days. Martha rushes out to the country-
side when she hears that Jesus is com-
ing and believes Jesus when he tells her 
that Lazarus will rise, telling her “I am 
the resurrection and the life, whoever 
believes in me, even if he dies, will live.  
 
The next scene plays out in a similar 
fashion when Mary comes out to meet 
Jesus. She fell down to her knees in 
front of Jesus lamenting the loss of Laz-
arus. Jesus became deeply troubled and 
he joined Mary in her tears. (“He wept,” 
is the shortest sentence in Scripture.)  
 
In act five, John presents the reader with 

the details of Lazarus being called out of 
the tomb by Jesus. Lazarus staggers out 
of the tomb, still bound in burial cloths 
“his face wrapped in a cloth. 
 
(This was an extremely touching scene 
as presented in the TV series “The Cho-
sen.) Finally, the six-act story of the rais-
ing of Lazarus concludes with the ac-
knowledgment that even some doubters 
among the Jews came around to under-
stand. In John’s words: ”Now many of 
the Jews who had come to Mary and 
seen what he had done began to believe 
in him.” 
 
What John doesn’t tell us here is that 
this would trigger actions by Jewish offi-
cials that would result in Jesus’ crucifix-
ion. Stay tuned, the “Jesus Story” has a 
ways to go. 
 
DDeeaaccoonn  EErriicc   
deaconeric@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
You can now watch and listen  to   
 Deacon Eric’s column  
through this link on Youtube.  
hBps://www.youtube.com/
@StJosephCatholicChurch-StJohns 

Disciple Maker Index Parish Survey 
Our parish is participating in the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) during Lent.  This 
brief, confidential survey helps parish leadership and our bishop understand how 
we are growing as disciples of Jesus Christ and where we are called to grow.   
 

Why this matters:  Your feedback will help shape the future of St.  
Joseph Parish and the Diocese of Lansing. 

 
This year is especially significant.  As Bishop Boyea prepares to submit his resig-
nation  upon turning 75, the insight gathered through the DMI will help prepare 
our diocese of its next Bishop. 
 
The survey takes approximately 20 minutes and is available 
through March 31.  Responses are confidential and shared only 
in summary form.  Scan the QR code or complete a paper copy 
of the survey, available near the entrances or in the parish of-
fice.  Your response is a gift to our parish and our diocese. 

Fr. Mike will be offering Confessions  
Every Wednesday of Lent  

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
   5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

 
Community of St Jude - DeWi�       
  Tuesdays during Lent at 4:00 p.m. 
                  Saturdays during Lent   
         9:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m. 
 
St. Mary- Westphalia  
Parish Penance Service       March 23-6:30 p.m. 
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  LLiittuurrggiiccaall  MMiinniisstteerrss  
  MMaarrcchh  2288//2299  

AAllttaarr  SSeerrvveerrss:: 5:00 p.m.   Volunteer 
   Volunteer 
  8:00 a.m. Volunteer 
   Volunteer  
  10:00 a.m. Volunteer  
   Volunteer 
  12:00 p.m. Volunteer 
   Volunteer  
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  MMiinniisstteerrss  ooff  HHoollyy  CCoommmmuunniioonn:: 
                5:00 p.m. Group  1 
  8:00 a.m. Group  1 
 10:00 a.m. Group  1 
 12:00 p.m. Group  1 
 
LLeeccttoorrss:: 5:00 p.m. Lisa H. 
 8:00 a.m. Dean H. 
 10:00 a.m. Rose R. 
 12:00 p.m. Debbie T. 
 
UUsshheerrss:: 5:00 p.m. Group 5C 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8A 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10A 
                    12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
CCoolllleeccttiioonn  CCoouunntteerrss::    March 23          Group 3 
    
SSaannccttuuaarryy  CClleeaanneerrss:  Pam Ervin and Karen Feldpausch 

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

SDEFGHIJKLM 
For the weekend of March 15, 2026 
Adults (314) giCs Including online giving: .....$17,578.79 
Loose Cash:…………………………………………….……....$640.25 
Total:…………………………………………………………..$18,219.04 
Other GiNs Received 
Educa'on Trust Fund: ………………………………………….… $285.00 
Building Fund:      ………………………………………………....   $246.00 
Tui'on Scholarship Fund: ………………………………..……..     70.00  
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2025 is  $21,825.41.         If we  
con'nue to keep this average, we will meet our budgeted goal. 

SStt..  JJoosseepphh  SScchhooooll    
LLUUNNCCHH  MMEENNUU  
F,- ./0 1002 ,3  M4-5/ 23-27, 2026  
Monday:     Sweet and sour chicken over rice,  
  peas, pineapple, and milk. 
Tuesday: Nachos with meat sauce and  
  cheese, beans, fruit, and milk. 
Wednesday:  Macaroni and cheese with warm  
  pretzel, broccoli, fruit, and milk.  
Thursd ay: Hot dog, french fries, fruit, and  
  milk. 
Friday:          NNoo  SScchhooooll  --  SSpprriinngg  BBrreeaakk  BBeeggiinnss!!  
  

Milk choice includes chocolate fat free milk  
or white 1% Low fat milk             

 Lunches are $3.25   Milk  $0.50 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

K-12 Religious Education March Program Calendar 
March 24   Confirmation Mass     6:30 p.m. 
March 25:  K-8 Classes                  (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

Confirmation Practice, March 22, 2026 at 1:30 p.m.   
Please meet in the church. 

HHoollyy  wweeeekk  ssccHHeedduullee  
Holy Thursday, April 2, 2026    
  6:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper-Incense 
Good Friday:  April 3, 2026 (parish office closed) 
 1:00 p.m. Passion of the Lord - No incense 
Holy Saturday - April 4, 2026: No Confessions 
 8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass - Incense 
Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026 
  8:00 a.m. Mass -   No incense 
 10:00 a.m. Mass - No Incense 
 12:00 p.m. Mass - Incense 
   6:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish 
 

We will be in need of Lectors, Altar Servers, Eucharis�c 
Ministers, and Ushers for some of these services.  There 
will be a sign up sheet in the back of church. 

The Children’s collection for March will be donated to:  
March 14/15 donation: $   64.50 
Total for the month:    $  135.19 

 
Children’s and youth envelopes are available in the back of the Church and 

from the Parish Office 
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Age 14 and up - Abstain from meat  on all 
Fridays (including Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday) of Lent  
Age 18-59 - Fast Ash Wednesday & Good 
Friday 
Fasting ~ eat one full meal, as well as 2 
smaller meals, not equaling the one full meal. 
Abstinence ~ Not eating meat. 

Things Every Catholic Should Know: 
Question:  What is the term for the 
Pope’s teaching authority? 
Answer:  Magisterium.  The Magisterium refers to 
the authority of the Pope and Bishops to teach on 
matters of  Faith and Morals.  The word 
“magisterium” is derived from the Latin word 
“magister,’ which means “teacher.”  In ecclesiastical 
Latin, it refers to the office or authority of a teacher, 
particularly in the context of the Catholic Church’s 
teaching authority.  
 
Which council affirmed the doctrine of Papal 
Infallibility?  
Answer:  The First Vatican Council.   
The First Vatican Council was held in 1869-1870 
and defined the dogma on Papal Infallibility, name-
ly, that the Pope is free of error when speaking “Ex 
Cathrada” (from the chair) only on matters of Faith 
and Morals. 

EEaasstteerr  FFlloowweerr  DDeeddiiccaattiioonnss  
If you would like to make a donation of any amount towards 
our various Easter flowers in memory or in honor of a loved 
one, please use this form and place in the pink trimmed 
“Easter flowers, Decorations & Other Liturgy Expenses” enve-
lope found in your March/April packets.  

Dedicated by:  
__________________________________ 

 
In Memory of          or          In Honor of  

 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

 
Please return to the parish office by Monday, 

MMaarrcchh,,  2233rrdd  to be included in the Memorial List 
 

*Donations received in excess of flower costs will be applied 
towards decorations and other liturgical expenses. 

What would you risk for your faith? Less than 100 years ago in Mexico, 
Catholics were forced to answer that ques�on.  When the government 
closed churches and hunted priests, ordinary Catholics stepped forward to 
defend their freedom to live the faith. 
 
Join us at St. Joseph Parish on Friday,  
May 8, for a evening of fellowship, prayer, 
and reflec'on on this powerful and oCen 
overlooked chapter of Catholic history.  
The evening begins with a potluck at 5:30 
p.m., followed by a presenta'on, The  
Cristero War:  Faith Under Fire, with Catho-
lic history author Phillip Campbell. 
 

 
A children’s ministry will be available 

during the presenta'on.   
 

More details and RSVP informa'on will be available soon. 

BBlleessssiinngg  ooff  EEaasstteerr  BBaasskkeettss    
AApprriill  44tthh  ((HHoollyy  SSaattuurrddaayy))    
1100::3300  aa..mm..  iinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  

 

This is a great opportunity for families to  
prepare for their Easter celebration. Holy Week is long 

with waiting and watching. Putting together this basket gives kids (of 
all ages) a wonderful way to spend some time on Saturday morning 
preparing for our Easter Celebration. 
 
We will gather around at the front of the altar to have this blessing. 
The tradition of this Easter Basket of blessed foods is shared at    
Easter morning breakfast. Be sure to include some Easter candy in the 
basket that will be the first Easter candy eaten. Some items to include 
may be: 
 BREAD which symbolizes our Lord himself, who  is the     
 Living Bread, come down from heaven to give  eternal life. 
 MEAT (ham, sausage) which ends our time of fasting and 
 waiting. 
 EGGS symbolize new life and resurrection. 
 SALT reminds us of our Christian duty to others. 
 CHEESE symbolizes the moderation that Christians 
 should have in all things. 
 BUTTER molded in the shape of a Lamb reminds 
 us of the goodness of Christ that we should have  towards all 
 things. 
 CANDLE which reminds us of the light of Christ and can be 
 used during the Easter season. 
 FLOWERS for the joy of spring and new life. 
 
If you have any questions, email families.stjosephchurch@gmail.com 
or call the parish office.  Lots of information can be found by an inter-
net search of Catholic blessings of Easter baskets. 
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6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

Lenten Book Study Week 6 
This week, we read Chapters 12-13, and the conclusion as 
we reflect on the habits that sustain a life of discipleship:  
prayer, the sacraments, fellowship, and the teaching of the 
Apostles.  As you finish the study, consider how these prac-
tices can help you remain close to Christ and continue grow-
ing as His disciple. 
 
The Tuesday Group will meet on Monday, March 23 at 6:30 
p.m. for its final session.  Participants are welcome to attend 
any of the sessions that week:   Wednesday, March 25 at 
12:30 p.m., Friday, March 27 at 6:30 p.m., or online on  
Saturday, March 28 at 9:00 a.m.  

Parents with  one or more students attending Lansing Catholic High 
School may apply for a parish subsidy grant from St. Joseph Church to 
help with tuition costs. There are basic requirements to apply and forms 
are available through the parish office or on our website:  
stjoecatholic.com/forms/  

Application deadline is March 31, 2026  
for the 2026-27 school year.  

 
 
 
 
The spring session of 40 Days of Life has just begun.  40 Days of Life is 
a prayer vigil that is held outside of abortion clinics and Planned 
Parenthood sites around the world to silently pray to save the lives of 
unborn babies often lost to abortion.  Prayers are also offered for those 
who work for and support the abortion industry so they will have a 
change of heart. 
 
The local 40 Days for Life vigil is held outside the Planned Parenthood at 
Frandor Monday through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  You can 
go to pray at any time at this site or to sign up for a specific time, just go 
to the website:  40daysforlife.com/Lansing.  I will be going to pray every 
Thursday at 2:00 p.m. so you can join me at that time to get initiated.  
Fore more information, call Mary Beth at (989) 227-0088. 

St. Joseph Parish Funeral Luncheon Ministry 

At St. Joseph Parish, we are blessed to be able to host funeral lunch-
eons for parish families following their loved one's funeral Mass. This is 
an important opportunity for friends and extended family to support and 
share with our bereaved members at a hectic time. 

 
Leave your name and contact information at the Parish Office if you 
would like to be a part of this ministry. 

1.  You can help by working at the lunch. There are 6 teams that 
 cover 2 months each throughout the year.  On each team 
 there is a lunch coordinator (or co-coordinators) and helpers. 
 The time of helping out is usually mid morning to mid after
 noon at the Columbian hall. There is also a helper sub list if 
 you can help occasionally. 

 
2. You can help by donating a salad or dessert for the luncheon; 
 this doesn't have to be any fancy or homemade. These offer-
 ings can be dropped off the morning of the funeral luncheon. 
 Your name would be added to the list and someone would 
 contact you throughout the year to see if you are available. 

 
3.    You can help from home by contacting those who cook, bake 

 & share. This caller knows how many salads or desserts are 
 needed for the number of people expected and makes calls 
 accordingly. 

This is a quiet ministry of service that is open to everyone - young and 
old, men and women, families, or singles. This work is on God's sched-
ule, not ours. Death will touch each of our families but we don't know 
the ‘when.’ We can show support and love with a time of gathering and 
a simple meal. 

Rosary Before Mass 
We are adding more Rosary Leaders to the 5:00 p.m. Saturday 
Rosary schedule.  This is a lovely opportunity for families, 
youth, or couples to lead our parish family in the rosary, to  
honor Mother Mary and God in prayer.  Our goal is to have 

enough participants so that your turn would come up 
once every three months or so.  If you have a  
special occasion you would like to celebrate in this 
way, you are welcome to do that also.  Please call 
the parish office if you are interested in serving in 
this ministry. 

Helping Neighbors in Need 
Four Wheels at a time! 
St Vincent DePaul (Diocese of Lansing) has expanded 
its Car Ministry to include donated vehicles!  In the first 
two years of this ministry, we have assisted 84 Neigh-

bors in Need (NIN) into automobiles.  This form of transportation affords 
them freer access to the workplace, grocery store, medical care, school-
ing, and so much more!  This effort continues, with your help, to help our 
neighbors out of Systemic Poverty that lack of mobility can perpetuate. 
 
When a NIN is identified, a home visit by two Vincentians is made to 
discuss their transportation challenges as well as to verify that they will 
be able to afford insurance, gas and the vehicle upkeep expenses.  Addi-
tionally, a payment of $1,500.00 as a co-pay is all they need to get into a 
vehicle. 
 
We have 20 NIN looking for vehicles.  If you can help, 
please call us at (517) 484-5395 ext 102.  Please 
leave a message and someone will get back to you 
and explain how easy it is to donate a vehicle! 

 
Upon donation a car, all appropriate tax documents 

will be provided. 
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Please pray for the following  
Confirmation Candidates that will be  

Confirmed in March 2026. 

Grace B. 
Kara B. 
Brayden C. 
Owen D. 
Will G. 
Brody K. 
Carter K. 
Morgan L. 
Owen M. 
Isabelle M. 
Maddox M. 

Sylis M. 
Elizabeth M. 
Joslynn R. 
Cassandra S. 
Addelyn S. 
Lauryn S. 
Paige T. 
Daniel V. 
Marie W. 
Ace W. 

Please pray for the following children preparing for  
First Holy Communion  

this 2026 Spring. 

Quinn C. 
Caleb C. 
Grace D. 
Elizabeth D. 
Mya D. 
Lynden D. 
Eloise F. 
Ruby F. 
Sadie G. 
Jace G 
Bryer H. 

Benjamin H. 
Eli H. 
Cam M. 
Alessandra M. 
Zoey N. 
Adalyn P. 
Grace R. 
Kensington S. 
Isla S. 
Canaan S. 
Maxwell S. 

Remi S. 
Adeline S. 
Luke T. 
Brinley W. 

 

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

AAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  IIII  

Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner
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