
PALM SUNDAY      MARCH  29, 2026 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� Dzurka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Steve Thelen 
Maintenance •  Glenn Esch 
School Custodian • Steve Dyer 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara'on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap'sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa'on  Jen Nelson 
Confirma'on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris'an Ini'a'on of Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
Please call the parish office for more infor-
ma�on on our Family Ministries. 
 

Medical Emergencies requiring an 
Anoin�ng of the Sick, please call 989-227-

1244. 
 

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on Office: (989) 224-8537 
 
Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle'n) 
 
Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace and 
love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099  LLiinnddeenn  SSttrreeeett  
SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnnss,,  MMiicchhiiggaann  4488887799--11883377  
((998899))  222244--88999944  
FFaaxx::  ((998899))  222244--33447755  
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm  
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Ari 

Chris 
Dena 
Don 
 Jill 

Kristi 

Michael 
Sawyer Ballinger 

Ed Chope 
Jan Coffman 
Sherri Couch 

Verena DeBoer 
Mary Enneking 
Keith Enneking 
Trisha Fisher 

Friend 
Jack Hagerty 

Korine 

Teresa MIller 
Myah 

Patrick 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Deacon Marv & Tita 
Robertson 

Patricia Rojas 
Mary Schmitt 

Joan Schrauben 
Sherri 

Anne Thelen 
Katelyn T. 

Jennifer 
Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 
Dan Yurek 

Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

Jake Hoskins 
Jacob Longoria 

Eric Martin 

Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 

Murray Palmatier 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Jordan Van Amburg 
 
 
 To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 

please call the par-
ish office: 989-224-
8994 or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

March 29-April 4, 2026 
In memory of 

MMaarriiee  LLeeoonnaarrdd  

Holy Thursday Eucharistic Adoration 
“....the Lord Jesus, on up the night He was handed over, 
took bread, and, after He had given thanks, broke it and 
said, “This is My body that is for you.  Do this in remem-
brance of Me. “  
    1 Corinthians 11:23-24 
 
Following Thursdays 6:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper, there  will be a time of  Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the former “Day Chapel” until 
10:00 p.m. 
 
The former ”Day Chapel” is located off the north 
Parking lot (ramp side) through the glass door to 
the school.  Please join us in keeping watch with 
our Lord. 
 
Please note:  There will be NO First  
Friday Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
in April since it is Good Friday.  There is no 
scheduled Adoration that day or night. 

 
 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● March 30 
Isaiah 42:1-7/John 12:1-11 
No Mass   
 
Tuesday ● March 31 
Isaiah 49:1-6/John 13:21-33, 36-38 
6:00 p.m.   Mass †Carol Murphy 
   By:  Art and Mary Porubsky 
Wednesday ● April 1 
Isaiah 50:4-9a/Ma-hew 26:14-25 
12:05 p.m.  Mass    †Art Porubsky 
   By:  Knights of Columbus #3281 
Thursday ● April 2 
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14/1 Corinthians 11:23-26/John 13:1-15 
6:00 p.m.  Mass For the Priests and Deacons of the 
Diocese    of Lansing 
   
Friday ●  April 3 
Good Friday - Solemn Commemora �on of the Lord’s 
Passion  
Isaiah 52:13--53:12/Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9/John 18:1--19:42 
1:00 p.m.   
 
Saturday ● April 4 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 
Genesis 1:1, 26-31a/Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Exodus 
14:15--15:1/Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28/Romans 6:3-11/Ma-hew 
28:1-10 
8:00 p.m. Mass For those being received into the 
church 
 
Sunday ●  April 5 
Resurrec�on of the Lord - Easter 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Colossians 3:1-4/John 20:1-9 or Ma-hew 
28:1-10 
8:00 a.m.   Mass  People of the Parish 
 
10:00 a.m. Mass  †Urban and †Marie Weber 
    By:   Janet McKeown   
12:00 p.m. Mass †Anna Blasen 
   By:  Jim and Kathy Voisine- 
6:00 p.m.   Mass in Spanish   

Office Hours 
Monday -Thursday   9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
             (closed from noon - 1:00 p.m.) 
Friday - Good Friday - Closed 

 
 

Age 14 and up - Abstain from meat  on all Fridays 
(including Ash Wednesday and Good Friday) of Lent  
Age 18-59 - Fast Ash Wednesday & Good Friday. 
Fas�ng ~ eat one full meal, as well as 2 smaller 
meals, not equaling the one full meal. 
Abs�nence ~ Not ea�ng meat. 
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Passing Life’s Tests 
I remember graduating from col-
lege with the thought: “I’m free, all 
my tests are done.” Well that was 
a joke – the rest of life is a test. 
The devil tests us on a daily basis, 
our bosses test us, our spouses 
and children test us at times and I 
can go on and on about being test-
ed. This is the week on the liturgi-
cal calendar in which the apostles 
are tested in their faith and trust in 
their rabbi, Jesus. They all failed in 
their support of Our Lord, except 
for John, who is often referred to 
as “the one whom Jesus loved” 
and who was the only apostle who 
stayed with Jesus as he was cruci-
fied. 
 
There are times in our lives when 
there is nothing going right. We 
think that God has abandoned us 
the way the apostles abandoned 
Jesus after he was arrested in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. We are so 
overwhelmed that we can’t see 
Jesus is carrying us, as in the 
great poem “Footprints.” Or that he 

is there to share our yoke when 
the sledding gets tough. 
 
My younger brother is at that point 
as I am writing this. He was sup-
posed to be starting a new job to-
day, after being out of full-time 
work for almost two years. Instead 
he has just gone under the knife 
for surgery for neurological issues. 
His health is on the front burner at 
this exact moment, but assuming 
the surgery is successful, the 
question of “will the new job still be 
there once he recovers?” will move 
to that front burner. His faith has 
been tested in recent years, but 
never more than now. 
 
The apostles had been with Jesus 
for three years and by the time this  
fateful week arrived for them, their 
love for Jesus was strong. Still, 
when push came to shove, they 
were shoved away from supporting 
the Lord, with Judas betraying him 
and Peter denying that he even 
knew Jesus – not once but three 
times. With the exception of John, 
the apostles showed a great lack 
of faith and a bundle of fear. 
 
Palm Sunday is a great example of 
how life’s events can take a turn 
for the worse. Jesus, who was 

aware of the end result, rode into 
Jerusalem to shouts of “Hosanna” 
and the apostles were reveling in 
the Lord’s glory as the crowds 
closed in on him. Jesus’ closest 
followers were sensing that this 
king would be the earthly ruler to 
return Israel to its Davidic power. 
By the end of the day, Jesus, in 
anger, had overturned the tables of 
the money-changers and mer-
chants and by the end of the week 
would be hanging from a cross. 
We see this in today’s liturgy, with 
the Palm Sunday procession gos-
pel leading off Mass, but ten 
minutes later we read the Passion 
of Christ – noting the cracks in the 
armor of the apostles’ faith. 
 
I know the Lord is with my brother. 
I pray there are no cracks in his 
armor of faith. 
 
 
DDeeaaccoonn  EErriicc   
deaconeric@hotmail.com 
 
You can now watch and listen  to   
 Deacon Eric’s column  
through this link on Youtube.  
hEps://www.youtube.com/
@StJosephCatholicChurch-StJohns 

LAST CALL:   
Disciple Maker Index Survey 

Our parish is participating in the Disciple Maker Index 
this Lent.  This brief, confidential survey helps parish 
leadership and our bishop understand how we are grow-
ing as disciples of Jesus Christ--and where we are called 
to grow.  Why this matters:  Your feedback will help 
shape the future of St. Joseph Parish and the Diocese of 
Lansing. 
The survey takes about 20 minutes and closes Tues-
day, March 31, at 11:59 p.m.  Responses are confiden-
tial and shared only in summary form.  Scan the QR 
code or complete a paper copy available 
near the entrances or in the parish office.   
 
Your response is a gift to our parish and 
our diocese. 

 
 
 
 
St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary sends out a very hearBelt thank you to 
all those who supported our Lenten soup suppers.  Thanks also to 
those who provided the delicious soups.  What great cooks!  Thank 
you to those who provided the very tasty bread in its many forms   
Thank you for all those who a�ended the soup suppers and donated 
to our special chari'es.  Your generosity ne�ed over $400 to the 
Save Center and another $600 to the homeless work 
being done through St. Vincent DePaul.  Our chari'es 
were overwhelmed by your generosity.  And finally, a 
special note of thanks to all  who helped set up, serve 
and clean up aHer the suppers.  That work is essen'al 
to keep our work running smoothly.  God bless you all 
and keep you faithful to your Lenten journey. 
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  LLiittuurrggiiccaall  MMiinniisstteerrss  
  EEaasstteerr  VViiggiill//SSuunnddaayy  

AAllttaarr  SSeerrvveerrss::         8:00 p.m.  Vigil On separate schedule
   
  8:00 a.m. Miles S. 
   Kaynin S.  
  10:00 a.m. Faye K. 
   Morgan W. 
  12:00 p.m. Derek C. 
   Volunteer  
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  MMiinniisstteerrss  ooff  HHoollyy  CCoommmmuunniioonn:: 
  Vigil    8:00 p.m. on separate schedule 
  8:00 a.m. Group  2 
 10:00 a.m. Group  2 
 12:00 p.m. Group  2 
 
LLeeccttoorrss:          Vigil 8:00 p.m. on separate schedule
 8:00 a.m. Bob P. 
 10:00 a.m. Mary Beth E. 
 12:00 p.m. Volunteer 
 
UUsshheerrss:        Vigil 8:00 p.m. Volunteers 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8B 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10B 
                    12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
CCoolllleeccttiioonn  CCoouunntteerrss::    March 30  Group 4          
    
SSaannccttuuaarryy  CClleeaanneerrss:  The Schroeder Girls 

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

SGHIJKLMNOP 
For the weekend of March 22, 2026 
Adults (294) giHs Including online giving: .....$16,780.74 
Loose Cash:…………………………………………….……....$750.50 
Total:…………………………………………………………..$17,531.24 
Other GiQs Received 
Educa'on Trust Fund: ………………………………………….…  $31.00 
Building Fund:      ………………………………………………....  $210.00 
Tui'on Scholarship Fund: ………………………………..…….. $ 70.00  
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2025 is  $21,712.41.         If we  
con'nue to keep this average, we will meet our budgeted goal. 

K-12 Religious Education April Program Calendar 
April 1:    NO Classes, Holy Week 
April 8:    K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.)  
   and Youth Group (7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.) 
April 15:  K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 
April 22:  K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.)  
   and Youth Group (7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.) 
April 29:  K-8 Classes (6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.) 
 
First Communion Parent/Child Workshop 
The First Communion parent/child workshop is scheduled to 
meet on Thursday, April 16 at 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. in the 
lower level of the church.  This is for all children/families 
who are currently preparing for First Holy Communion, 
May 2, and 3, 2026.   
 
Contact Jen Nelson for more information at 
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com 

The Children’s Collection for March will be donated to:  
 
 
 

March 21/22 donation: $   33.25 
Total for the month:    $  168.44 

Children’s and youth envelopes are available in the back of 
the Church and from the Parish Office 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
For the week of 
March 27 - April 6 
Have a Safe and Blessed Spring 
Break! 

Liturgical Ministers for Holy Week 
Holy Thursday, April 2 
Lector - Debbie Thiede 
EM -   Deacon Eric   Deacon Jerry  
  Mary Beth Elstro   Helen Kus 
Altar Servers -  Palmer D. Eli Poff 
 
Good Friday, April 3 
Lector - Bob Puralewski 
EM -   Deacon Eric  Deacon Jerry 
  Deb Szpont                Brian Szpont 
Altar Servers - Derek C.        _______________ 
 
Easter Vigil, April 4 
Lector - Steve Mahoney 
EM -    Deacon Eric   Deacon Jerry  
  Mary Beth Elstro    Amber Carn 
Altar Servers -                                  
                                                

Ushers are needed for all 3 Services 
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6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

Things Every Catholic Should Know: 
Question:  Is a person who doesn’t believe that the  
Eucharist is truly the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of 
Jesus really a  Catholic? 
Answer:  No, they are not.  Although we may not understand the doc-
trines of the Catholic Church, we must accept them.  The Catholic faith 
is not a cafeteria style faith where we can go down the line of dogmas 
taking some of this, some of that, a double portion of something else, 
and avoiding the things we don’t like.  There are many things about 
which we do have a choice as to whether to accept them or not (for 
example, Marian apparitions and devotion to the Sacred Heart), but the 
Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist is not among them.  Examples 
of dogmas (those truths that the Catholic Church requires the faithful to 
accept as doctrine revealed by God), although not by any means a 
complete list, are:  the divinity of Christ, the Blessed Trinity, the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, the Immaculate Conception, the 
bodily Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Remember, there is an 
important difference between “believing something” and “understanding 
something.”  We can believe something is true without understanding 
how it is true. 

BBlleessssiinngg  ooff  EEaasstteerr  BBaasskkeettss    
AApprriill  44tthh  ((HHoollyy  SSaattuurrddaayy))    
1100::3300  aa..mm..  iinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  

 

This is a great opportunity for families to  
prepare for their Easter celebration. Holy Week is 

long with waiting and watching. Putting together this basket gives kids 
(of all ages) a wonderful way to spend some time on Saturday morning 
preparing for our Easter Celebration. 
 
We will gather around at the front of the altar to have this blessing. 
The tradition of this Easter Basket of blessed foods is shared at    
Easter morning breakfast. Be sure to include some Easter candy in the 
basket that will be the first Easter candy eaten. Some items to include 
may be: 
 BREAD which symbolizes our Lord himself, who  is the     
 Living Bread, come down from heaven to give  eternal life. 
 MEAT (ham, sausage) which ends our time of fasting and 
 waiting. 
 EGGS symbolize new life and resurrection. 
 SALT reminds us of our Christian duty to others. 
 CHEESE symbolizes the moderation that Christians 
 should have in all things. 
 BUTTER molded in the shape of a Lamb reminds 
 us of the goodness of Christ that we should have  towards all 
 things. 
 CANDLE which reminds us of the light of Christ and can be 
 used during the Easter season. 
 FLOWERS for the joy of spring and new life. 
 
If you have any questions, email families.stjosephchurch@gmail.com 
or call the parish office.  Lots of information can be found by an inter-
net search of Catholic blessings of Easter baskets. 

Who inspires you to be stronger in your 
faith? 
For Catholics, the saints are powerful com-
panions in 'mes of struggle.  Some 
strinking examples come from the 1920s, 
when Catholics in Mexico displayed heroic 
faith in the face of government efforts to 
suppress their religious.   
 
Join us at St. Joseph Parish on Friday, May 8, for a evening of  
fellowship, prayer, and reflec'on on this oHen overlooked chapter 
of Catholic history.  The evening begins with a  
potluck at 5:30 p.m., followed by a presenta'on, The Cristero 
War:  Faith Under Fire, with Catholic history 
author Phillip Campbell. 

 
A children’s ministry will be available 

during the presenta'on.   
 

RSVP by scanning this QR code. 

Thank you to everyone who has made a gift or pledge 
commitment to our  Diocesan Services Appeal (DSA).  As 
of March 20, 2026, we reached $ 23,356.00 (or 23%) of our 
DSA goal of $101,412.00.  Thus far 64 families 
have contributed to this year’s appeal which is 
6.25% of our 1026 families.  We are grateful for 
these contributions and invited others to help 
push us over the goal for the benefit of our par-

ish and the wider church.   
 
Our gifts to DSA enable our diocese to provide services cru-
cial to our parish.  The programs and services funded by DSA 
offer direct assistance to individuals and families, and to par-
ishes, schools, and Catholic Charities agencies. 
 
If you have not yet made a gift or a pledge, I invited you to do 
so today.  Gift envelopes are available in church or the parish office.  Or 
you may submit your gift online at www.dioceseoflansing.org/appeal.  
Through your generosity, we live out our faith in action, demonstrating 
charity as a reflection of God’s love. 
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The Knights of Columbus  
Council #3281 would like to  
extend a Thank You to all who 
supported our recent Paper 
Product and Personal Hygiene 

collec'on. It was a huge success. The recipi-
ents at The Basic Needs Center, The Beacon of 
Hope, and The Safe Center were very appre-
cia've of your generosity. The donated items 
are cri'cal to their ministries as these items 
cannot be purchased with SNAP benefits. 
Please know that these types of products can 
also regularly be donated in the collec'on box 
in the rear of the church.  

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

AAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  IIII  

Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner
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