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Pastoral�Care�
Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Deacon�Jerry�Fust�
Deacon�Eric�Elstro�
�

Worship�
Music�•�Jeff�Richards�
�

Parish�Life�
Parish�Council�•�Dick�Weller�
Finance�Council�•�Sco��Dzurka�
Parish�Secretary�•�Judi�Thelen�
Business�Manager�•�Steve�Thelen�
Maintenance�•��Glenn�Esch�
School�Custodian�•�Steve�Dyer�
�

Family�Ministries�
Marriage�Prepara'on�•�Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Bap'sm�•�Please�contact�the�parish�office�
St.�Joseph�School�•�Chris�Wells�
Religious�Educa'on��Jen�Nelson�
Confirma'on�•��Jen�Nelson�
Chris'an�Ini'a'on�of�Adults�•��Amanda�Grigar�
�

Please�call�the�parish�office�for�more��
informa�on�on�our�Family�Ministries.�

�

Medical�Emergencies�requiring�an�
Anoin�ng�of�the�Sick,��

please�call�989-227-1244.�
�

St.�Joseph�School:�(989)�224-2421�
Religious�Educa�on�Office:�(989)�224-8537�
�
Regular�Mass�Schedule��
Saturday�•�5:00�p.m.�
Sunday�•�8:00�a.m.,�10:00�a.m.,�12:00�p.m.�
Mass�in�Spanish�•��6:00�p.m.�
(Holy�Days�•�Consult�the�bulle'n)�
�
Sacrament�of�Reconcilia�on��
Tuesday�•�5:30�p.m.�
Saturday�•�4:00�p.m.�
Prayer�Tree��
Parish�Office:�(989)-224-8994�

ALL�ARE�WELCOME!�
St.�Joseph�is�a�place�of�refreshment,�peace�and�
love,�a�place�of�ministry�and�renewal.�
We�welcome�you�to�be�part�of�our�faith�
community�where�the�Word�of�God�is�
proclaimed,�friendship�is�offered�and�the�
Sacraments�are�celebrated.�

110099��LLiinnddeenn��SSttrreeeett��
SSaaiinntt��JJoohhnnss,,��MMiicchhiiggaann��4488887799--11883377��
((998899))��222244--88999944��
FFaaxx::��((998899))��222244--33447755��
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm��
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm��
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Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
and�their�families,�
especially:�
�

Adam�
Ari�
Chris�
Dena�
Don�
�Jill�
Kristi�

Michael�
Sawyer�Ballinger�

Ed�Chope�
Jan�Coffman�
Sherri�Couch�
Verena�DeBoer�
Mary�Enneking�
Keith�Enneking�
Trisha�Fisher�

Friend�
Jack�Hagerty�

Korine�

Teresa�MIller�
Myah�
Patrick�

Jenny�Pytlowanyj�
Deacon�Marv�&�Tita�

Robertson�
Patricia�Rojas�
Mary�Schmitt�

Joan�Schrauben�
Sherri�

Anne�Thelen�
Katelyn�T.�

Jennifer�
Brad�Walker�
Millie�Wassa�
Dan�Yurek�

Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
in�the�service,��
especially:�

Jake�Hoskins�
Jacob�Longoria�
Eric�Martin�

Colby�Munger��
Adam�Novak�

Murray�Palmatier�
Alex�Rojas�

David�Seperic�
Noel�Smith�II�

Jordan�Van�Amburg�
�
�
�To�add�or�remove�a�
name�from�the��
bulle�n�prayer�list,�

please�call�the�par-
ish�office:�989-224-
8994�or�email�
Stjosephchurchst-�
johns@gmail.com�
�
*Please�note:�only�
immediate�family�
members�may�add�
names�to�the�bulle-
�n.�

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

�The�Sanctuary�Lamp�
will�burn�from��

April�26-May�2,�2026�
In�memory�of�

DDaallee��FFeellddppaauusscchh��

Exposition	of	the	Blessed	Sacrament	
May	1	and	2,	2026	

	
“The�Disciples�recognized�the�Lord�Jesus�in�the�breaking�
of�the�bread,�Alleluia.”�
� � Communion�Antiphon�(Luke�24:35)�
�
The�Blessed�Sacrament�will�be�Exposed� for�Adoration� following�First�Fri-
day�Mas�on�May�1st�until�Benediction�and�Mass�on�May�2nd.���
�

We� are� in� need� of� subs� at� the� following� times:�
Friday:�May�1:�������11:00�a.m.,�(2�needed),�1:00�p.m.,�2:00�p.m.,��
� ����������������3:00�p.m.,�5:00�p.m.�and�6:00�p.m.�
Saturday:��May�2:��1:00�a.m.�and�3:00�a.m.� �
�
Please� text� or� call� Rebecca� at� 989-292-2072� if� you� can� attend�
one�of�these�hours,�or�sign�up�in�the�church�gathering�space.�

�
�
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday�●�April�27�
Acts�11:1-18/John�10:11-18�
No�Mass���
�
Tuesday�●�April�28�
Acts�11:19-26/John�10:22-30�
6:00�p.m.�Mass� †Jack�Sira�
� � � By:��Gail�Wadell�
Wednesday�●�April�29�
Acts�12:24---13:5a/John�12:44-50�
12:05�p.m.Mass� †Mark�Losee�
� � ��������������By:��Deacon�Eric�&�Mary�Beth�Elstro�
�
Thursday�●�April�30�
Acts�13:13-25/John�13:16-20�
8:30�a.m.��Mass� †Paul�and�†Maxine�Walsh�and�
� � †Mike�Walsh�
� � � By:�Pat�and�Pam�Walsh� �
Friday�●��May�1�
Acts�13:26-33/John�14:1-6�
8:30�a.m.��Mass�� †Lawrence�and�†Carolyn�Klein�
� � � By:��Margaret�Jorae�
�
Saturday�●�May�2�
Acts�13:44-52/John�14:7-14�
8:30�a.m.�Mass� For�an�End�to�Abor�on�
�
5:00�p.m.�Mass� †Blanche�Woodbury�
� � � By:��Dennis�Moore�
� � � �
Sunday�●��May�3�
Acts�6:1-7/1�Peter�2:4-9/John�14:1-12�
8:00�a.m.���Mass� �†Larry�Wells�
� � � By:��Chris�and�Michelle�Wells�
�
10:00�a.m.�Mass� �†Rich�Childers�
� � � By:��Judy�and�Family�
�
12:00�p.m.�Mass� For�the�People�of�the�Parish�
�
6:00�p.m.���Mass�in�Spanish��� � �

�
�
will�be�celebrated�at�Mass�next�weekend��

May�2�and�3�
�at�5:00�p.m.,�and�Sunday�at�10:00�a.m.�and�Noon��

Masses�may�be�a�little�more�crowded�as�we�welcome�
our�First�Communicants�to�the�Lord’s�Table.�

COFFEE/DONUTS�
The�Knights�of�Columbus�invite�all�parishioners�to�join�
us�in�the�lower�level�of�the�church�next�Sunday,�May�2�
and�3�after�all�Sunday�morning�Masses�for�conversa-
tion,�coffee�or�juice,�and�delicious�pastries.��
�
NOTE:�This�will�be�the�last�Coffee/Donut�Sunday�for�the�summer�
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St.	Peter	Squared		
No,�the�title�is�not�a�misprint�or�typo.�
I�do�not�mean�St.�Peter’s�Square.�
(Actually,�St.�Peter’s�Square�is�not�a�
square�at�all,�but�an�ellipse�a.k.a.�an�
oval.�More�on�ellipses�in�my�next�
geometry�column.�P.S.�Don’t�hold�
your�breath�for�that.)�Anyhow,�the�
title�references�our�first�two�readings�
at�Mass�today�(4-26).�St.�Peter�is�
featured�in�each,�speaking�in�the�first�
one�and�writing�in�the�second.�(I�
know�that�means�St.�Peter�is�multi-
plied�by�two�and�not�squared,�but�
“St.�Peter�Multiplied²”�is�not�even�
remotely�clever�as�a�title.�It’s�a�liter-
ary�license�thing.)�
�
In�the�recent�book�study�group�I�led�
during�Lent,�I�emphasized�each�
week�that�we�were�taking�the�path�of�
St.�Peter,�acknowledging�his�up�and�
down�relationship�with�Jesus.�For�
example,�one�moment�he’s�praised�
by�Jesus�and�proclaimed�“The�Rock”�
on�which�his�church�would�be�built�
and�the�next�minute�he’s�told�by�the�
Lord�“Get�behind�me�Satan.”�And�
though�maybe�not�to�that�degree,�it’s�
the�up-and-down�route�all�of�us�are�

taking�to�get�closer�to�Jesus.�
�
Sometimes,�like�Peter�we�take�one�
step�forward�and�two�steps�back.�
But�Peter,�as�leader�of�the�church�
after�the�gift�of�the�Holy�Spirit�came�
down�on�the�apostles,�was�constant-
ly�moving�forward,�and�that�should�
be�our�goal�as�well.�Today’s�reading�
from�Acts�is�the�end�of�his�great�
speech�on�Pentecost�Sunday�in�
which�he�puts�the�pieces�together,�
so�to�speak,�in�identifying�Jesus�as�
Lord�and�Christ,�as�divine�and�the�
true�Messiah.�He�exclaimed�to�them�
“Save�yourselves�from�this�corrupt�
generation”�through�repentance�and�
the�sacrament�of�baptism.�Three�
thousand�were�baptized�that�day.�As�
I�pointed�out�in�my�homily�last�week,�
every�generation�can�be�identified�as�
corrupt.�
�
In�our�second�reading�from�the�First�
Letter�of�Peter�we�get�less�of�an�en-
thusiastic�and�Holy-Spirit-�driven�
group�of�listeners�than�we�witnessed�
in�the�Acts�reading.�It�is�somewhat�
academic�in�nature,�which�reflects�
the�period�of�time�that�has�passed�
since�the�first�Pentecost.�The�
Church�was�just�starting�to�take�
shape�at�Pentecost,�but�Peter’s�let-
ter�came�30�years�or�so�later�and�the�
Church,�though�still�young�in�one�
sense,�was�at�least�getting�estab-
lished�around�the�eastern�Mediterra-

nean�Sea.�A�generation�of�Christians�
were�now�practicing�the�faith,�but�
removed�from�the�direct�presence�of�
Jesus,�Peter�and�other�disciples�had�
to�re-emphasize�Jesus�teachings.�
�
Today’s�selection�has�Peter�remind-
ing�these�disciples�in�the�Church�of�
some�of�Jesus�attributes�that�we�
need�to�work�on.�Specifically,�how�
we�need�to�be�patient�in�our�suffer-
ing,�noting�how�Christ�suffered�for�us�
–�with�his�death�and�Resurrection�
opening�the�gates�of�heaven�for�us.�
By�patient�suffering�in�his�name�we�
will�receive�plentiful�grace�in�return.�
St.�Peter�lived�what�he�preached,�
bearing�patient�suffering�a�year�or�
two�after�this�letter�was�written.�His�
leadership�as�our�first�pope,�is�why�
he�is�recognized�by�the�Church�
across�the�world,�but�nowhere�more�
than�in�Rome,�in�St.�Peter’s�Basilica�
and�St.�Peter’s�Square.�
	
DDeeaaccoonn��EErriicc��	
deaconeric@hotmail.com	
	
	
	
	
You�can�now�watch�and�listen��to���
�Deacon�Eric’s�column��
through�this�link�on�Youtube.��
h>ps://www.youtube.com/
hCatholicChurch-StJohns�

Thank�you�to�everyone�who�has�made�a��
gift� or� pledge� to� DSA� � This� week� we�
surpassed� our� goal� of� $101,412.00.��
Now�that�we�have�reached�our�goal,�one
-half�of�all�additional�contributions��
received� will� be� returned� to�
our�parish�for�our�use.��If�you�
have�not�yet�made�a�pledge,�
please� consider� supporting�

our� appeal� with� a� gift� that� will� benefit� the�
work�of�Christ� in�our�parish�and� through� the�
wider�church.��
�
�You� may� submit� your� gift� online� at�
www.dioceseoflansing.org/appeal� or� with� a�
DSA�pledge�envelope�to�the�parish�office.�

��

Navigating Grief
Saturday,	May	16,	2026	
11:00	a.m.	-	2:o0	p.m.	

The	Columbian	Hall	(KofC)		1108�Old�US-27,�St.�Johns�MI�
You	and	your	family	are	invited	to	a	time	of	connection,	reflection	and	
encouragement	as	we	gather	for	a		special	presentation	featuring			
inspiring�guest�speaker�Barb�Henning,�MPS,�MSW.�
	
This	event,	hosted	by	the	Path	of	Divine	Hope	Grief	Ministry	of	St.		
Joseph	Church,	is	designed	to	offer	support,	understanding,	and	a		
sense	of	community	to	those	navigating	the	loss	of	a	loved	one.	

Lunch�will�be�served�
�

Kindly�RSVP�by�Friday,�May�1st�to�Mary�Harr�989-640-1480�
�

We�would�be�honored�to�have�you�join�us�for��
this�special�gathering.�
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�� LLiittuurrggiiccaall��MMiinniisstteerrss��
��MMaayy��22��aanndd��33��

AAllttaarr��SSeerrvveerrss::����������5:00�p.m.��� Volunteers�
� � � Volunteers�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Ella�C.�
� � � Ella�S.� �
� � 10:00�a.m.� Liam�K.�
� � � Faye�K.�
� � 12:00�p.m.� Mabel�R�
� � � Willow�R.��
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy��MMiinniisstteerrss��ooff��HHoollyy��CCoommmmuunniioonn::�
� � ��5:00�p.m.� Group��3�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Group��3�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group��3�
� 12:00�p.m.� Group��3�
�
LLeeccttoorrss:����������� 5:00�p.m.� Lisa�W.�
� 8:00�a.m.� Trevor�H.�
� 10:00�a.m.� Ted�S.�
� 12:00�p.m.� Debbie�T.�
�
UUsshheerrss:��������� 5:00�p.m.� Group�5A�
� 8:00�a.m.� Group�8A�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group�10B�
� �������������������12:00�p.m.� Group�12A�
�
CCoolllleeccttiioonn��CCoouunntteerrss::����April�27� � Group�1���������
�� ��
SSaannccttuuaarryy��CClleeaanneerrss:��Kate�Mullen�&�Kari�Schneider�

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

S@ABCDEFGHI�
For�the�weekend�of�April�19,�2026�
�
Adults�(87)�giDs�Including�online�giving:�................$16,080.11�
Loose�Cash:…………………………………………….…….............$689.00�
Total:…………………………………………………………………..$16,769.11�
Other�GiJs�Received�
Educa'on�Trust�Fund:�…………………………………………�.$7,935.00�
Building�Fund:������………………………………………………....��$�230.00�
Tui'on�Scholarship�Fund:�………………………………..……��$�121.00��
�
Our�weekly�average�since�July�1,�2025�is��$21,685.30.���������If�we��
con'nue�to�keep�this�average,�we�will�meet�our�budgeted�goal.�

K-12	Religious	Education	April	Program	Calendar�
�����April�29:��K-8�Classes�(6:00�p.m.�-�7:15�p.m.)�
���������������and�Youth�Group�(7:30�p.m.�-�8:30�p.m.)�
�

Contact�Jen�Nelson�for�more�information�at�
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com�

The�Children’s�Collection�for�April�will�be�donated�to:��
�
�
�

�
April�18/19�donation:����$��55.25������
Total�for�the�month:����$��191.75�

�
Children’s�and�youth�envelopes�are�available�in�the�back�of�

the�Church�and�from�the�Parish�Office�

SStt..��JJoosseepphh��SScchhooooll����
LLUUNNCCHH��MMEENNUU��
F'(�)*+�,++-�'.��A/(01�27-M45�1,�2026��
Monday:����� Taco�with�lettuce�salad,�apple��
� � crisp,�and�milk.�
Tuesday:� Sweet�and�sour�chicken�over�rice,��
� � peas,�pineapple,�and�milk.�
Wednesday:��Chicken�fettucine�with�breadstick,��
� � broccoli,�fruit,�and�milk.��
Thursday:� Hamburger�with�cheese,�fried�
chips,��� fruit,�and�milk.�
Friday:����������Cheese�stuffed�breadstick,�fresh��
� � veggie,�fresh�fruit,�and�milk.��
��

Milk�choice�includes�chocolate�fat�free�milk��
or�white�1%�Low�fat�milk�������������

�Lunches�are�$3.25� � � ��������Milk��$0.50�

Menu�is�subject�to�change,�based�on�
food�availability�from�suppliers.�

This�institution�is�an�equal�
opportunity�provider.�

Important�Notice!��Attention�Please!�
Some�folks�have�an�old�email�address�for�me.��frmw@att.net�
is�an�old�email�address�that�I�no�longer�check�for�messages.��
If�you�have�this�email�in�your�contacts�as�my�email�address,�
please� delete� it.� If�you�call�or�email� the�parish�office,�we’ll�
give�you�my�updated�email�address.��I�would�post�it�here,�but�
scammers�often�look�through�church�bulletins�online�for�such�
things�and�use�them�to�scam�parishioners.�
� � � � Thank�you,�
� � � � Fr.�Mike�



�
FOURTH�SUNDAY�OF�EASTER� � � � � � APRIL�26,�2026�

�

THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED                               5 



�
FOURTH�SUNDAY�OF�EASTER� � � � � � APRIL�26,�2026�

�

6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

Quinn�C.�
Caleb�C.�
Grace�D.�
Elizabeth�D.�
Mya�D.�
Lynden�D.�
Eloise�F.�
Ruby�F.�
Sadie�G.�

Jace�G�
Bryer�H.�
Benjamin�H.�
Eli�H.�
Cam�M.�
Alessandra�M.�
Zoey�N.�
Adalyn�P.�
Grace�R.�

Kensington�S.�
Isla�S.�
Canaan�S.�
Maxwell�S.�
Remi�S.�
Adeline�S.�
Luke�T.�
Brinley�W.�

Please�pray�for�the�following�children�preparing�
for�First	Holy	Communion	�

May�2�and�3,�2026.�

Some�stories�need�to�be�told.� �Theirs�has�been�
hiding�in�plain�sight�for�nearly�a�century.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

The�Cristero�War:��Faith�Under�Fire��
with�Phillip�Campbell.���
Friday,�May�8,�2026��

in�the�St.�Joseph�School�Gym
Potluck:��5:30�p.m.���

Presentation�at�6:30�p.m.�A�children’s�program�is�available.���
�������Bring�the�whole�family!���Please�register�using�the�QR�code�or��on�the�sheet��in�the�gathering�space.�

Having	a	Child	Baptized?		
Receive	First	Communion?	Or	Confirmed?	
	
Requirements	for	Parents:	
The�priest�must�have�a�“well-founded�hope”�the�child�will�be�
raised�in�the�“practice”�of�the�Faith.�
�
Therefore,�parents�must:�
� Be�Registered�in�the�Parish�
� Attend�Mass�every�Sunday�
� Use�their�collection�envelopes�(even�if�empty)�each�time�

they�go�to�Mass�
� Be�married�in�the�church�(otherwise�they�cannot�receive�

communion�when�they�come�to�church�and�therefore��
�������cannot�fully�practice�or�model�the�Faith�for�their�child)�
�
Canon.�868�1.2/there�must�be�a�founded�hope�that�the�in-
fant�child�will�be�brought�up�in�the�Catholic�religion;�if�such���
hope�is�altogether�lacking,�the�baptism�is�to�be�delayed�ac-
cording�to�the�prescripts�of�particular�law�after�the�parents�
have�been�advised�about�the�reason.�

Requirements	of	Godparents	for	Baptisms	
	

� Be�appointed�by�the�parents	
� Have�completed�the�sixteenth�year�of�age�
� Be�a�Catholic�who�has�been�confirmed�and�has�already�

received�the�most�holy�sacrament�of�the�Eucharist�and�
who�leads�a�life�of�faith�in�keeping�with�the�function�to�be�
taken�(i.e.�Attends�Mass�every�Sunday)�

� Not�be�bound�by�any�canonical�penalty�legitimately�im-
posed�or�declared;�(i.e.�is�married�in�the�church,�����a�
person�who�serves�as�a�visible�role�model�for�the�person�
receiving�the�sacrament)�

� Not�be�the�father�or�mother�of�the�one�to�be�baptized.�
�
Canon.�874.1��To�be�permitted�to�take�on�the�function�of�
sponsor�of�a�person�

Baccalaureate	Mass		
and	Reception	

Sunday,	May	17,	2026		
Noon	Mass	

All�2026�graduating�Seniors�are�invited�to�the�Baccalaure-
ate� Mass� on� Sunday,� May� 17,� 2026� at� the� Noon� Mass.��
Seniors�should��arrive�at�11:30�a.m.�in� the�lower� level�of�
the� church� for� instructions.� � Reception� will� follow� after�
Mass.���

Please	RSVP	for	the	reception	by	May	13		
at�989-224-8537�or�email�Jen�at�dre.stjoseph@gmail.com���

Steubenville�Youth�Conference��
Spots�Available�

St�Mary�Magdalen�in�Brighton�is�taking�a�group�of�teens�to�Steuben-
ville’s�Main�Campus�2�Youth�Conference�(June�26-29).��If�you�have�
any�teens�wanting�to�attend�who�can’t�find�a�group�to�go�with,�have�
them�sign�up�at�the�following�link:�

�https://www.mission-suite.com/forms/34eedef2-3ba8-4178-b0f6-
d64c33fd454d/submit��

Cost�is�$275.00�
For�more�information,�contact�Anastasia�Frederick�at�

afrederick@saintmarymagdalen.org.�
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Things�Every�Catholic�Should�Know:�
Are�Catholics�taught�that�they�are�the�only�ones�who�will�go�to�heaven?�
Answer:��No.��The�Catholic�Church�does�teach�that�outside�the�Catholic�Church�there�
is�no�salvation,�but�one�must�look�at�what�this�really�means.��Paragraph�3�of�the�Sec-
ond�Vatican�Council’s�Decree�on�Ecumenism�(Unitatis�Redintegratio,�21�November�
1964)�says� that�our�separated�brethren�who�believe� in� the� faith� of�Christ�and�have�
been�properly�baptized�are�put�in�some,�though�imperfect,�communion�with�the�Cath-
olic�Church.�� It�also�says�that�those�who�have�been�justified�by�faith� in�baptism�are�
incorporated�into�Christ,�they�therefore�have�a�right�to�be�called�Christians,�and�with�
good�reason�are�accepted�as�brothers�by�the�children�of�the�Catholic�Church.��Every-
one�is�saved�through�the�Catholic�Church,�either�as�faithful�members�of�that�Church,�
or� as� members� of� churches� which� contain� some� significant� elements� of� truth� and�
sanctification� found� in� the�Catholic�Church,� or�as�persons�who,� through� no� fault� of�
their� own,� do� not� know� the� Gospel� of� Christ� or� His� Church,� but� who� nevertheless�
seek�God�with�a�sincere�heart�and,�moved�by�grace,�try�in�their�actions�to�do�His�Will�
as�they�know�it�through�the�dictates�of�their�conscience.��For�this�reason,�a�bishop�is�
responsible�for�every�soul�within�his�diocese,�not�just�the�Catholic�ones.�

The�Baby�Shower�Ministry:��
Beginning�May�2nd,�in�honor�of�our�Holy�Mother,�we�will�
be� filling�a� � “Pack� ‘n�Play”� for�babies�and� their�moms�to�
be�donated�to�the�Baby�Pantry� in�St.� Johns.�The�Baby�
Pantry�will�accept�all�baby� item�donations�but�especially�
needs�the�following:�
� Larger�diapers�(sizes�4�and�up)�
� Pull�ups�
� Baby�wipes�
� Paper�products:��Facial�tissue,�����
���������toilet�paper,�and�paper�towers.�
� �Personal�care�items�
� �
�Thank�you�in�advance�for�your�support!��
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!
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Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559
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