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Pastoral�Care�
Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Deacon�Jerry�Fust�
Deacon�Eric�Elstro�
�

Worship�
Music�•�Jeff�Richards�
�

Parish�Life�
Parish�Council�•�Dick�Weller�
Finance�Council�•�Sco��Dzurka�
Parish�Secretary�•�Judi�Thelen�
Business�Manager�•�Steve�Thelen�
Maintenance�•��Glenn�Esch�
School�Custodian�•�Steve�Dyer�
�

Family�Ministries�
Marriage�Prepara'on�•�Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Bap'sm�•�Please�contact�the�parish�office�
St.�Joseph�School�•�Chris�Wells�
Religious�Educa'on��Jen�Nelson�
Confirma'on�•��Jen�Nelson�
Chris'an�Ini'a'on�of�Adults�•��Amanda�Grigar�
�

Please�call�the�parish�office�for�more��
informa�on�on�our�Family�Ministries.�

�

Medical�Emergencies�requiring�an�
Anoin�ng�of�the�Sick,��

please�call�989-227-1244.�
�

St.�Joseph�School:�(989)�224-2421�
Religious�Educa�on�Office:�(989)�224-8537�
�
Regular�Mass�Schedule��
Saturday�•�5:00�p.m.�
Sunday�•�8:00�a.m.,�10:00�a.m.,�12:00�p.m.�
Mass�in�Spanish�•��6:00�p.m.�
(Holy�Days�•�Consult�the�bulle'n)�
�
Sacrament�of�Reconcilia�on��
Tuesday�•�5:30�p.m.�
Saturday�•�4:00�p.m.�
Prayer�Tree��
Parish�Office:�(989)-224-8994�

ALL�ARE�WELCOME!�
St.�Joseph�is�a�place�of�refreshment,�peace�and�
love,�a�place�of�ministry�and�renewal.�
We�welcome�you�to�be�part�of�our�faith�
community�where�the�Word�of�God�is�
proclaimed,�friendship�is�offered�and�the�
Sacraments�are�celebrated.�

110099��LLiinnddeenn��SSttrreeeett��
SSaaiinntt��JJoohhnnss,,��MMiicchhiiggaann��4488887799--11883377��
((998899))��222244--88999944��
FFaaxx::��((998899))��222244--33447755��
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm��
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm��
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Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
and�their�families,�
especially:�
�

Adam�
Ari�
Chris�
Dena�
Don�
�Jill�
Kristi�

Michael�
Sawyer�Ballinger�

Ed�Chope�
Jan�Coffman�
Sherri�Couch�
Verena�DeBoer�
Mary�Enneking�
Keith�Enneking�
Trisha�Fisher�

Friend�
Jack�Hagerty�

Korine�

Teresa�MIller�
Myah�
Patrick�

Jenny�Pytlowanyj�
Deacon�Marv�&�Tita�

Robertson�
Patricia�Rojas�
Mary�Schmitt�

Joan�Schrauben�
Sherri�

Anne�Thelen�
Katelyn�T.�

Jennifer�
Brad�Walker�
Millie�Wassa�
Dan�Yurek�

Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
in�the�service,��
especially:�

Jake�Hoskins�
Jacob�Longoria�
Eric�Martin�

Colby�Munger��
Adam�Novak�

Murray�Palmatier�
Alex�Rojas�

David�Seperic�
Noel�Smith�II�

Jordan�Van�Amburg�
�
�
�To�add�or�remove�a�
name�from�the��
bulle�n�prayer�list,�

please�call�the�par-
ish�office:�989-224-
8994�or�email�
Stjosephchurchst-�
johns@gmail.com�
�
*Please�note:�only�
immediate�family�
members�may�add�
names�to�the�bulle-
�n.�

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

�The�Sanctuary�Lamp�
will�burn�from��

June�14-20,�2026�
In�memory�of�
MMiikkee��NNoorrrriiss��

�
�
 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday�●�June�15�
1�Kings�21:1-16/Ma hew�5:38-42�
No�Mass���
�
Tuesday�●�June�16�
1�Kings�21:17-29/Mathew�5:43-48�
6:00�p.m.�No�Mass�
�
Wednesday�●�June�17�
2�Kings�2:1,�6-14/Ma hew�6:1-6,-16-18�
12:05�p.m.�No�Mass��
�
Thursday�●�June�18�
Sirach�48:1-14/Ma hew�6:7-15�
8:30�a.m.�No�Mass�
�
Friday�●��June�19�
2�Kings�11:1-4,�9-18,�20/Ma hew�6:19-23�
8:30�a.m.�No��Mass��
�
Saturday�●�June�20�
2�Chronicles�24:17-25/Ma hew�6:24-34�
5:00�p.m.�Mass� �†Jeff�Wadell�
� � � By:��Yvonne�Makara�
� � � �
Sunday�●��June�21�
Jeremiah�20:10-13/Romans�5:12-15/Ma hew�10:26-33�
8:00�a.m.���Mass� �†Fred�and�†Doris�Orson�and��
� � the�Living�&�Deceased�Family�Members�
� � � By:��Kathy�Orson�
�
10:00�a.m.�Mass� †Mike�Norris�
� � � By:��Friends�
�
12:00�p.m.�Mass� The�People�of�the�Parish�
�
6:00�p.m.���Mass��in�Spanish�
� � †Nick�Thelen� � �
� � � By:��The�Thelen�Family� �

New�Summer�Office�Hours�
�

Monday�-Thursday�9:00�a.m.�to�5:00�p.m.�
� �����������(closed�from�noon�-�1:00�p.m.)�
�
Friday�-�CLOSED�
� ���from�June�12�to�September�4,�2026�

Looking�Ahead�
There�will�be�no�Daily�Masses��

or�Confessions��
the�week�of��

June�23-26,�2026��
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 
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What�a�Beautiful��
Experience�
“O�God�beyond�all�praising,�we�wor-
ship�you�today,�And�sing�the�love�
amazing�that�songs�cannot�repay...”�
So�led�the�Diocesan�Combined�
Choir�and�close�to�a�thousand�at-
tendees�in�the�closing�song�at�the�
ordination�last�week�of�four�new�
priests�and�two�transitional�deacons�
for�the�Lansing�Diocese.�
(Transitional�indicates�that�they�will�
be�ordained�priests�next�June,�����
barring�any�unexpected�roadblocks.)�
�
The�organ,�the�horns�and�the�drums�
filled�the�air�and�the�joy�was�palpa-
ble�as�the�newly-ordained�processed�
out�of�St.�Thomas�Aquinas�Church�in�
East�Lansing.�One�didn’t�need�to�be�
among�the�ordained,�however,�to�
feel�the�Holy�Spirit’s�presence,�espe-
cially�as�it�reflected�in�the�faces�of�
the�parents�of�the�six�newly�ordained�
priests�and�deacons.�
�
Each�year�I�attend�a�priest/deacon�
ordination,�I�think�to�myself�that�eve-
ry�Catholic�should�attend�a�priest�or�
deacon�ordination�at�least�once.�Not�
only�do�we�experience�the�beauty�
of�the�ceremony�itself,�but�we�truly�

get�a�feel�that�we�are�part�of�“One,�
holy,�catholic�and�apostolic�Church.”�
Everyone�there�is�praying�for�the�
ordained—praying�that�they�may�
spread�the�news�of�the�gospel�and�
grow�the�Church�in�their�part�of�the�
world.�We�pray�that�by�their�actions�
and�evangelization,�more�young�
men�will�hear�the�call�of�the�Lord�to�
the�priesthood�and�diaconate.�
�
I�look�at�these�young�men�and�ask�
myself�“Why�don’t�any�St.�Joe�men�
hear�the�call�to�the�priesthood?”�
There�has�not�been�one�priest�����
ordained�from�St.�Joe’s�over�the�past�
50�years.�Not�one.�Why�do�our�
neighbors�to�the�west�produce�
priests�on�a�somewhat�regular�
basis?�Many�of�our�St.�Joe�parish-
ioners�grew�up�in�Fowler�and�West-
phalia�and�still�have�relatives�there,�
so�why�do�St.�Mary’s�and�Most�Holy�
Trinity�turn�out�priests�and�we�do�
not?�
�
Are�our�kids�different?�Do�we�parent�
differently?�Are�some�of�us�parents�
selfish�to�the�point�of�wanting�grand-
kids�more�than�encouraging�our�
sons�to�discern�the�priesthood?�I�
don’t�have�the�answers,�but�attend-
ing�an�ordination�does�remind�me�
that�we�should�all�pray�hard�for�the�
young�men�in�our�community�to�lis-
ten�for�the�Lord’s�call.�(And�some�of�
our�older�guys,�I�would�encourage�to�
listen�for�the�call�to�the�diaconate.�
Deacon�Jerry�and�I�would�be�glad�to�

answer�any�questions�you�may�
have.)�
�
The�joy�of�those�just�ordained�will�
keep�them�on�a�cloud�for�awhile,�but�
just�as�the�honeymoon�gives�way�to�
the�challenges�of�everyday�life�for�
married�couples,�so�too�will�these�
new�priests�face�some�struggles.�For�
that�time,�Bishop�Boyea�offered�
these�words�of�encouragement�in�his�
homily:�
.�

DDeeaaccoonn��EErriicc���
deaconeric@hotmail.com�
�
Please�note:��There�will�be�no�new�
columns�until�this�fall.�
�
You�can�now�watch�and�listen��to���
�Deacon�Eric’s�previous�columns�
through�this�link�on�Youtube.��
https://www.youtube.com/
StjosephCatholicChurch-StJohns�

Summer�2026�Faith�Formation�Series�
Wednesday,�June�17�at�6:00�p.m.�

In�the�church�basement�
�

Centuries� before� the� Protestant� Reformation,� Christianity�
experienced�another�major� division:� � the� split� between� the�
Christian�East� and�West.� � This� summer,�we’ll� explore� this�
split�in�the�Church�and�the�traditions�that�developed�from�it.�
�
On�June�17,�we’ll�focus�on�the�Great�Schism�of�1054,�when�
long-standing� tensions�between�East� and�West� came� to�a�
head�and� the�Orthodox�Church�began� to� take�shape.� �We�
will� also� consider� the� lasting� impact� on� this� division� on�
Christianity�today.�

“Because�we�ordained�minis-
ters�seek�to�feed�the�People�of�
God�with�the�Word�and�the�
Eucharist�all�for�their�salvation,�
we�must�daily�realize�that�the�
consumption�of�Jesus�as�Word�
and�Eucharist�must�be�inten-
tional,�deliberate,�and�focused,�
no�matter�whether�in�any�given�
day�it�is�sweet�or�bitter.�There�
is�no�other�way�that�Jesus�can�
feed�his�people�except�through�
us.”�

PRAYER�FOR�VOCATIONS�
God�our�Father,�You� made� each� of�
us�to�use�our�gifts�in�the�Body�of�Christ.�
We�ask� that�You� inspire�young�people�
whom� you� call� to� priesthood� and� con-
secrated� life� to� courageously� follow�
Your�will.�Send�workers�into�Your�great�
harvest�so�that�the�Gospel�is�preached,�
the�poor�are�served�with� love,� the�suf-
fering� are� comforted,� and�Your� people�
are� strengthened� by� the� sacraments.�
We� ask� this� through� Christ� our� Lord.���������������
Amen�
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�� LLiittuurrggiiccaall��MMiinniisstteerrss��
JJuunnee��2200��aanndd��2211��

AAllttaarr��SSeerrvveerrss::����������5:00�p.m.��� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 10:00�a.m.� Eli�P.�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 12:00�p.m.� Volunteer� �
� � � Volunteer��
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy��MMiinniisstteerrss��ooff��HHoollyy��CCoommmmuunniioonn::�
� � ��������5:00�p.m.� Group��1�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Group��1�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group��1�
� 12:00�p.m.� Group��1�
�
LLeeccttoorrss:����������� 5:00�p.m.� Diane�A.�
� 8:00�a.m.� Dean�H.�
� 10:00�a.m.� Steve�M.�
� 12:00�p.m.� Mary�Beth�E.�
�
UUsshheerrss:��������� 5:00�p.m.� Group�5B�
� 8:00�a.m.� Group�8C�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group�10A�
� �������������������12:00�p.m.� Group�12A�
�
CCoolllleeccttiioonn��CCoouunntteerrss::����June�15� Group�4���
�� ��
SSaannccttuuaarryy��CClleeaanneerrss:��Ramona�Smith�and�Leona�Thayer�

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

S=>?@ABCDEF�
For�the�weekend�of�June�7,�2026�
Adults�(325)�giAs�Including�online�giving:�…...........$24,394.69�
Loose�Cash:…………………………………………….…….............$633.05�
Total:…………………………………………………………………..$25,027.74�
�
Other�GiGs�Received�
Educa'on�Trust�Fund:�……………………………………………$��246.00�
Building�Fund:������………………………………………………....��$�155.00�
Tui'on�Scholarship�Fund:�………………………………..……��$���90.00��
�
Our�weekly�average�since�July�1,�2025�is��$23,908.37.���������If�we��
con'nue�to�keep�this�average,�we�will�meet�our�budgeted�goal.�

���Playing�on�God’s�Team��
VBS�Registration�Reminder�
Join�us�for�the�Opening�Pitch�on��

Monday,�June�22nd�to�Thursday,�June�25��
9:30�a.m.-�Noon��

for�children�4�years�old�and�older.��
�
�

It’s�the�Seventh-Inning�Stretch�and�it’s�time�to�register�
for�VBS�on�June�22-25�for�all�children�4�years�old�and�
older.��Learn�what�plays�we�will�make�for�God’s�Team�
and�how��we�show�our�love�for�God�and�one�another�
as�we�represent�God�in�all�that�we�do.��
�
Please�register�this�week�so�your�child�receives�a�
t-shirt.��Forms�are�available�in�the�church�and�online��
at�stjoecatholic.com.��Contact�Jen�Nelson�for�question�at�989-224-8537�

Let’s�Play�Ball!�

VACATION�BIBLE�SCHOOL�DONATIONS:�
We�are�seeking�donations�for�all�the�VBS�campers�the�week�
of�June�22-25�for�PLAYING�FOR�GOD’S�TEAM�VBS!�
Donations�that�would�be�greatly�appreciated�include:�
� Popcorn�(any�pre-popped�varieties)�
� Hot�dogs�and�hotdog�buns�
� Cookies�(variety�of�homemade�or�store�bought)�
� Fish�Crackers�(any�flavor)�
� Frozen�popsicles�
� Small�paper�cups,�plates,�bowls,�blue�table�cloths,�and�

napkins.�
Donations�can�be�dropped�off�at�the�parish�office�before�
Friday,�June�19th.�
�
Thank�you!�
�
For�questions,�contact�Jen�Nelson�at�:��
dre.stjoseph@gmail.com�or�989-224-8537.�

The�Children’s�Collection�for�June�
�will�be�donated�to:��

Missionary�Childhood�Association�
June�7/8���� �$��78.58���

������������Total�for�the�month:���$��78.58�
�
The�Missionary�Childhood�Association�is�a�world-wide�organization�made�
up�of�Catholic�youth:�from�baptism�to�teen�years.��Called�by�Baptism�to�
share�the�gospel�with�others,�they�serve�the�Church�world-wide�through�a�
distinct�focus�entirely�on�children.��Financial�contributions,�meanwhile,�are�
collected�by�local�and�national�chapters�and�sent�to�a�universal�fund�at�the�
Vatican�“to�be�redistributed�to�millions�of�needy�children�in�every�corner�of�
the�world”.�
�
The�funds�are�explicitly�used�to�support�children�in�need�through�building�
and�operating�orphanages�and�schools,��providing�heal,�nutrition�pro-
grams,�and�medications,�and�supplying�educational�materials�and�covering�
tuition��
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THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED                               5 

KITCHEN�STAFF�OPPORTUNITY�
St.�Joseph�Catholic�School� is� looking� for�an� individual�
to�fill�a�2-hour�position� to�work� in�the�kitchen�Monday-
Friday�from�10:45�am�to�12:45�p.m.�for�the�start�of�the�
upcoming�school�year.��Candidate�must�be�flexible,�pay�
close�attention�to�details,�and�strive�to�uphold�our��
Catholic�teachings.���
(Work�time�may�be�more�or�less�depending�on�the�day).��
�
Please�email�or�call�Erica�for�more�details.���
989-224-2421�or�kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org.�

Jubilee�Year�of�St.�Francis�Pilgrimage�
St.�Francis�Retreat�Center��
Thursday,�July�16,�2026�
10:30�a.m.�to�2:00�p.m.�

This�celebration�includes�a�walking�rosary,�con-
fession,�Mass,�Adoration,�and�veneration�of�rel-
ics�of�the�True�Cross�and�St.�Francis�of�Assisi.��
RSVP� at� www.stfrancis.ws/jubilee� or� call� St.�
Francis� Retreat� Center� at� 517-669-8321.������
Additional� opportunities� are� offered� on� August�
25,�October�3,�and�November�11,�2026.�

Calling�all�gardeners!�
We’re�looking�for�a�few�people�who�would�be�
interested�in�being�on�our�sub�list�for�watering�
flowers�outside�the�church�this�summer�(until�frost).����

You�only�need�to�commit�to�oonnee��hhoouurr//oonnee��
ddaayy��aa��wweeeekk.�If�interested,�please�call�the�
parish�office.�
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6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

Things�Every�Catholic�Should�Know:�
If� Catholic� doctrine� has� never� changed,� why� were� some������
doctrines� supported� by� Councils� or� Papal� Decrees� in� later�
centuries?� � (If�the�Church�teaches�that�a�doctrine�is�true�because�a�
certain� council� in� a� certain� year� says� so,� does� this� mean� the�����
doctrine�was�“new”�in�the�year�of�the�council?)�
�
Answer:� � Doctrine� means� “what� is� taught”.� � Dogma,� in� Catholic�
theology,�is�a�truth�that�the�Church�requires�the�faithful�to�accept�as�
a� doctrine� revealed� by� God.� � When� a� council� or� Papal� decree���
pronounces� a� matter� of� doctrine,� this� does� not� mean� that� the����
doctrine� was� “new”� at� the� time� of� the� pronouncement.� � In� fact,���
doctrine�develops�over�time�as�understanding�of�the�subject�grows�
and�becomes�clearer.� �Most�Councils�were�convened� to�answer�a�
question�(or�heresy).��The�pronouncement�of�the�Council�states�that�
teaching�of�the�Church�on�the�matter:��for�example,�The�First�Coun-
cil� of� Nicaea� (325)� answered� Arianism;� The� council� of� Ephesus�
(431)� answered� Nestorianism;� and� The� Council� of� Trent� (1545-
1563)�answered�the�Protestant�Reformation.

Funerals�when�Fr.�Mike�is�away��
from�the�Parish�

In� 1970,� the� average� age� of� active� Catholic� priests� in� the� US�was� 35.��
Today� that� average� age� is� 63.� �Many� older� priests� are� being� asked� to�
postpone�their�retirement�to�compensate�for�the�shortage,�but�this�is�only�
a� temporary� solution.� � In� just� ten� years,� the�number� of� priests� is� set� to�
drop�even�more�dramatically.�
�
Canon�533�of�the�Code�of��Canon�Law�states:���
§2.�“Unless�there�is�a�grave�reason�to�the�contrary,�a�pastor�is�permitted�
to� be� � � absent� from� the� parish� each� year� for� vacation� for� at�most� one�
continuous� or� interrupted� month;� those� days� which� the� pastor� spends�
once�a�year�in�spiritual�retreat�are�not�computed�in�the�time�of�vacation.”�
�
With� the� increasing�shortage�of� active�priests,� it� is� becoming�more� and�
more�difficult�for�the�average�parish�priest�to�“get�away”�for�any�extended�
period�of�time�whether�for�vacation,�retreat�or�family�matters.��Therefore,�
there� is� a� great� likelihood� that� if� a� funeral�was� to� occur� during� the� ab-
sence�of�one’s�parish�priest,�the�parish�deacon�would�be�called�upon�to�
preside�at�that�funeral.�
�
Here,�in�St.�Joseph�Church,�those�in�the�parish�office�will�do�their�best�to�
find�another�local�priest�to�preside�at�a�funeral�in�such�a�situation.��How-
ever,�one�needs� to� �understand� that� it� is�not�always�possible� to� find�an�
available� priest.� � In� that� situation,� Deacon� Jerry� Fust� or� Deacon� Eric��
Elstro�(our�parish�deacons)�will�be�called�upon�to�preside�over�a�funeral�if�
such� a� situation� should� arise.� � If� this� were� to� occur,� the� family� of� the��
deceased� should� expect� to� have� a� Vigil� Service� (as� usual)� the� night��
before,�The�Rite�of�Christian�Burial�(without�Mass),�a�Committal�Service�
at�the�graveside,�and�be�encouraged�to�have�a�Memorial�Mass�for�their�
loved�one�once�Fr.�Mike�returns�to�the�parish�or�at�a�later�date.�

Hannah’s�House�of�Lansing�
Is�seeking�men�and�women�who�are�passionate�about�
helping�pregnant�women�in�crisis.��Hannah’s�House�is�
a�homeless�shelter�for�pregnant�women�and�their�ba-
bies,�and�they�are�in�need�of�your�support.��Whether�
you’re�interested�in�volunteering,�becoming�a�recurring�
donor,�or�supporting�through�prayer,�the�board�and�
staff�are�eager�to�connect�with�you!�
�

To�learn�more,�go�to�hannahshouselansing.org.�
��

��

JJuusstt��eennggaaggeedd??��
CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss!!��

��
����

Any�engaged�couple�who�would�like�to�complete�the�
sacrament�of�marriage�at�St.�Joseph�Church�should�meet�
with�Fr.�Mike�at�least�9�months�before�your�proposed�
wedding�date.��First�pick�up�a�white�“Holy�Matrimony”�
folder�located�in�the�gathering�space�with�all�the�
information�about�marriage�in�the�Catholic�Church.�To�
schedule�an�appointment�to�meet�as�a�couple�with�Fr.�
Mike,�contact�the�parish�office�at�(989-224-8994�or�
stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com)�



�
ELEVENTH�SUNDAY�IN�ORDINARY�TIME� � � � ��� � �������JUNE�14,�2026�

�

THANK�YOU��
to�all�our��

bulle�n�adver�sers!!��
�

The�adver'sements�that�appear�in�
this� bulle'n� completely� defray� all�
publishing�costs�which�the�church�
would�otherwise�incur.�Please�pat-
ronize�the�sponsors�on�the�back�of�
this� bulle'n� and� thank� them� for�
their�kind�generosity.��

Get this bulletin
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every week.
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY
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Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559
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