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Pastoral�Care�
Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Deacon�Jerry�Fust�
Deacon�Eric�Elstro�
�

Worship�
Music�•�Jeff�Richards�
�

Parish�Life�
Parish�Council�•�Dick�Weller�
Finance�Council�•�Sco��Dzurka�
Parish�Secretary�•�Judi�Thelen�
Business�Manager�•�Steve�Thelen�
Maintenance�•��Glenn�Esch�
School�Custodian�•�Steve�Dyer�
�

Family�Ministries�
Marriage�Prepara'on�•�Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Bap'sm�•�Please�contact�the�parish�office�
St.�Joseph�School�•�Chris�Wells�
Religious�Educa'on��Jen�Nelson�
Confirma'on�•��Jen�Nelson�
Chris'an�Ini'a'on�of�Adults�•��Amanda�Grigar�
�

Please�call�the�parish�office�for�more��
informa�on�on�our�Family�Ministries.�

�

Medical�Emergencies�requiring�an�
Anoin�ng�of�the�Sick,��

please�call�989-227-1244.�
�

St.�Joseph�School:�(989)�224-2421�
Religious�Educa�on�Office:�(989)�224-8537�
�
Regular�Mass�Schedule��
Saturday�•�5:00�p.m.�
Sunday�•�8:00�a.m.,�10:00�a.m.,�12:00�p.m.�
Mass�in�Spanish�•��6:00�p.m.�
(Holy�Days�•�Consult�the�bulle'n)�
�
Sacrament�of�Reconcilia�on��
Tuesday�•�5:30�p.m.�
Saturday�•�4:00�p.m.�
Prayer�Tree��
Parish�Office:�(989)-224-8994�

ALL�ARE�WELCOME!�
St.�Joseph�is�a�place�of�refreshment,�peace�and�
love,�a�place�of�ministry�and�renewal.�
We�welcome�you�to�be�part�of�our�faith�
community�where�the�Word�of�God�is�
proclaimed,�friendship�is�offered�and�the�
Sacraments�are�celebrated.�

110099��LLiinnddeenn��SSttrreeeett��
SSaaiinntt��JJoohhnnss,,��MMiicchhiiggaann��4488887799--11883377��
((998899))��222244--88999944��
FFaaxx::��((998899))��222244--33447755��
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm��
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm��
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Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
and�their�families,�
especially:�
�

Adam�
Ari�
Chris�
Dena�
Don�
�Jill�
Kristi�

Michael�
Sawyer�Ballinger�

Ed�Chope�
Jan�Coffman�
Sherri�Couch�
Verena�DeBoer�
Mary�Enneking�
Keith�Enneking�
Trisha�Fisher�

Friend�
Jack�Hagerty�

Korine�

Teresa�MIller�
Myah�
Patrick�

Jenny�Pytlowanyj�
Deacon�Marv�&�Tita�

Robertson�
Patricia�Rojas�
Mary�Schmitt�

Joan�Schrauben�
Sherri�

Anne�Thelen�
Katelyn�T.�

Jennifer�
Brad�Walker�
Millie�Wassa�
Dan�Yurek�
Ken�Zelenka�

Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
in�the�service,��
especially:�

Jake�Hoskins�
Jacob�Longoria�

Eric�Martin�
Colby�Munger��
Adam�Novak�

Murray�Palmatier�
Alex�Rojas�

David�Seperic�
Noel�Smith�II�

Jordan�Van�Amburg�
�
�
�To�add�or�remove�a�
name�from�the��

bulle�n�prayer�list,�
please�call�the�par-
ish�office:�989-224-
8994�or�email�
Stjosephchurchst-�
johns@gmail.com�
�
*Please�note:�only�
immediate�family�
members�may�add�
names�to�the�bulle-

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

�The�Sanctuary�Lamp�
will�burn�from��

June�28-July�4,�2026�
In�memory�of�
JJuussttiinn��FFooxx��

�
�
THIS 
WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday�●�June�29�
Acts�12:1-11/2�Timothy�4:6-8,�17-18/Ma$hew�16:13-19�
No�Mass���
Tuesday�●�June�30�
Amos�3:1-8,�4:11-12/Ma$hew�8:23-27�
6:00�p.m.�Mass� †Susan�Darnell�
� � � By:���Michalyn�Bethke�
Wednesday�●�July�1�
Amos�5:14-15,�21-24/Ma$hew�8:28-34�
12:05�p.m.��Mass�†Joan�and�†Clarence�Mikojczak�and���
� � †Leon�Nurenberg�
� � � By:��Sara�Nurenberg�
Thursday�●�July�2�
Amos�7:10-17/Ma$hew�9:1-8�
8:30�a.m.�Mass�†Gordon��Blackmer�
� � � By:��Knights�of�Columbus�#3281�
Friday�●��July�3�
Ephesians�2:19-22/John�20:24-29�
8:30�a.m.�Mass� �†Dave�Schroeder�
� � � By:��Susie�Schroeder�
Saturday�●�July�4�
Amos�9:11-15/Ma$hew�9:14-17�
8:30�a.m.��Mass� ��For�an�End�to�Abor%on� �
�
5:00�p.m.�Mass� �†Josephine�Rogers�
� � � By:��Monica�Klaver�and�Family�
�
Sunday�●��July�5�
Zechariah�9:9-10/Romans�8:9,�11-13/Ma$hew�11:25-30�
8:00�a.m.���Mass� �The�United�States�of��America�
�
10:00�a.m.�Mass� †Dr.�Alfred�San�Juan�
� � � By:��Ting�and�Family�
�
12:00�p.m.�Mass� The�People�of�the�Parish�
�
6:00�p.m.���Mass��in�Spanish� �
� � †Dana�Brooke�Quigley�
� � � By:��The�School�Family�

New�Summer�Office�Hours�
�

Monday�-Thursday�9:00�a.m.�to�5:00�p.m.�
� �����������(closed�from�noon�-�1:00�p.m.)�
�
Friday�-�CLOSED�
� ���from�June�12�to�September�4,�2026�

Exposition�of�the�Blessed�Sacrament�
July�3�and�4�

The�Blessed�Sacrament�will�be�Exposed�for�Adoration�
following�First�Friday�Mass�on�July�3rd�until�Benediction�
and�Mass�on�July�4th.��This�is�a�wonderful�opportunity�
to�pray�for�our�country�
�
We�are�in�need�of�subs�at�the�following�times:�
Friday,�July�3:�����11:00�a.m.�(2�needed)�1:00�p.m.,��
�����������������������������2:00�p.m.�3:00�p.m.�and�5:00�p.m.�
Saturday,�July�4:��3:00�a.m.�and�4:00�a.m.�
�
Please�text�or�call�Rebecca�at�989-292-2072�if�you�will�
attend�one�of�these�hours,�or�sign�up�in�the�church�
gathering�space.�
�
Since�it�is�a�holiday�weekend,�your�help�as�a�sub�will�be�
greatly�appreciated.��Thank�you�for�helping�to�make�this�
time�of�Exposition�of�the�Blessed�Sacrament�possible!�

Please� note:� � On� First� Friday,� the� main� church�
doors� will� be� open� until� approximately� 5:00� p.m.��
The�ramp�door�will�remain�open�for�Adoration.�
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This�and�That�
Summer�is�a�time�for�some�lighter�
reading�so�I�have�a�couple�of�infor-
mation�pieces�to�share�today.�The�
first�selection�has�to�do�with�a�recent�
presentation�by�our�Amanda�Grigar.�
Last�week�Amanda�gave�us�an�over-
view�of�events�leading�up�to�and�in-
cluding�the�Great�Schism,�which�
split�the�Church�some�500�years�
before�the�Protestant�Reformation.�
�
The�second�topic�today�is�a�bit�of�a�
flashback.�Before�I�started�writing�
the�“We�Are�All�Evangelizers”�col-
umn�near�the�end�of�2013,�I�wrote�a�
short�piece�each�week�encouraging�
parishioners�to�pray�for�vocations�to�
the�priesthood�in�our�parish.�As�I�
noted�two�weeks�ago�it�has�been�
over�50�years�since�a�man�from�St.�
Joe’s�has�been�ordained.�That�rela-
tively�short-lived�column�was�entitled�
“Traveling�Chalice�Experiences.”�In�
surfing�through�some�of�those�col-
umns,�I�came�across�one�that�is�
quite�appropriate�for�this�time�of�year�
that�I�hope�spurs�people�to�start�
signing�out�the�chalice�on�a�regular�
basis.��

�
SCHISM�REFLECTION:�I’ve�been�
reflecting�a�bit�on�the�first�installment�
of�the�Summer�Faith�series�present-
ed�by�Adult�Faith�Director�Amanda�
Grigar�and�I�find�it�amazing�how�
strong�the�Roman�Catholic�Church�
has�been�in�the�two�thousand�plus�
years�since�Jesus�walked�the�earth.�
The�centerpiece�of�Amanda’s�
presentation�was�the�Great�Schism�
of�1054�which�separated�the�Latin�
Church�and�the�Eastern�Orthodox,�
but�as�Amanda�pointed�out�there�
were�many�small�schisms�and�here-
sies�that�the�Latin�Church�had�to�
fight�off�before�1054.�There�are�way�
too�many�details�from�her�talk�to�try�
to�summarize,�but,�for�
those�a�little�foggy�on�Church�histo-
ry,�the�number�one�reason�for�the�
Great�Schism�is�the�issue�of�papal�
authority.�The�Orthodox�Church�
does�not�accept�the�Pope�as�the�
head�of�the�Church.��
�
The�fact�that�we�have�fought�off�all�
those�attacks�and�splits,�in�addition�
to�the�Great�Schism�and�the�
Protestant�Reformation�and�still�
have�more�than�a�billion�members�
worldwide�is�a�testament�to�the�
“Truth.”�We�are�the�one�holy,�catho-
lic�and�apostolic�church�as�handed�
down�to�us�by�Jesus�through�St.�Pe-
ter.�

-----------------------------------�
YOU�SAY�“TO-MAY-TO,”�I�SAY�“TO
-MAH-TO”:�
You�say�“po-tay-to”,�I�say�“po-tah-to”�
and�the�kids�say�“What’s�up�with�the�
vegetable�talk�in�the�church�bulle-
tin.”�(Actually,�kids,�a�tomato�is�a�
fruit,�but�that’s�a�lesson�for�another�
day.)�Before�you�“veg�out”�for�the�
summer,�take�time�to�sign�up�for�a�
week�of�hosting�St.�Joe’s�traveling�
chalice�and�paten�because�God�
doesn’t�take�time�off�in�the�summer�
from�calling�people�to�religious�life.�It�
may�be�your�prayer�for�vocations�
that�helps�a�young�man�or�woman�
hear�God’s�call�more�clearly.�The�
sign-up�binder�is�on�the�small�table�
at�the�top�of�the�church�ramp.�
�
Remember,�“There’s�no�vacation�for�
vocations.”�
�

DDEEAACCOONN��EERRIICC���
deaconeric@hotmail.com�
�
Please�note:��There�will�be�no�new�
Youtube�columns�until�this�fall.�
�
You�can�now�watch�and�listen��to���
�Deacon�Eric’s�previous�columns�
through�this�link�on�Youtube.��
https://www.youtube.com/
StjosephCatholicChurch-StJohns�

Join�our�mailing�list��
and��stay�connected��
via�email�or�text.�

�
Scan�this�QR�code�and�stay�
up�to�date�on�future�events,��
opportunities,�and�more�at�

St.�Joseph�Parish!�
�
�

We’ll�only�send��
parish-related��
information�

�WWhhaatt��iiss��tthhee��PPrraayyeerr��TTrreeee??������
�
The� Prayer� Tree� is� an� organized� group� of� individuals�who� pray� for�
our�parish�family.�Prayer�requests�are�confidential�and�are�not�shared�
with�anyone�outside�of�the�prayer�tree�members.�Parishioners�can�add�
their� prayer� requests� for� themselves,� family� members,� or� friends� by�
contacting�the�Parish�Office�at�989-224-8994.�The�prayer�request�will�
be�passed�on�to�the�prayer�tree�participants�within�one�business�day.��
�
TThhee��pprraayyeerr��lliisstt��ppuubblliisshheedd��iinn��tthhee��bbuulllleettiinn��iiss��nnoott��tthhee��ssaammee��aass��tthhee��PPrraayyeerr��

TTrreeee..����
To�add�an�immediate�family�member�to�the�bulletin�prayer�list�call��

the�office�989-224-8994.�
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�� LLiittuurrggiiccaall��MMiinniisstteerrss��
JJuullyy��44��aanndd��55��

AAllttaarr��SSeerrvveerrss::����������5:00�p.m.��� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�

10:00�a.m.� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 12:00�p.m.� Volunteer� �
� � � Volunteer��
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy��MMiinniisstteerrss��ooff��HHoollyy��CCoommmmuunniioonn::

��������5:00�p.m. Group��3�
� 8:00�a.m.� Group��3
� 10:00�a.m.� Group��3�
� 12:00�p.m.� Group��3�
�
LLeeccttoorrss:����������� 5:00�p.m. Icnacio�O.�
� 8:00�a.m.� Rich�H.�
� 10:00�a.m.� Ted�S.�
� 12:00�p.m.� Dawn�L.�
�
UUsshheerrss:��������� 5:00�p.m.� Group�5A�
� 8:00�a.m.� Group�8E�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group�10C�
� �������������������12:00�p.m.� Group�12A�
�
CCoolllleeccttiioonn��CCoouunntteerrss::����June�29� Group�2���
�� ��
SSaannccttuuaarryy��CClleeaanneerrss:��Laurie�Hunt�and�Tammy�Zuker�

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

The�Children’s�Collection�for�June�
�will�be�donated�to:��

Missionary�Childhood�Association
June�20/21���� ����$��50.57�

�
������������Total�for�the�month:���$�129.15

�

KITCHEN�STAFF�OPPORTUNITY�
St.�Joseph�Catholic�School�is�looking�for�an�individual�to�
fill� a� 2-hour� position� to� work� in� the� kitchen� Monday-
Friday� from�10:45�am� to�12:45�p.m.� for� the�start�of� the�
upcoming�school�year.��Candidate�must�be�flexible,�pay�
close�attention�to�details,�and�strive�to�uphold�our��
Catholic�teachings.���
(Work�time�may�be�more�or�less�depending�on�the�day).��
�
Please�email�or�call�Erica�for�more�details.���
989-224-2421�or�kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org.�

Summer�2026�Faith�Formation�Series�
Wednesday,�July�22,�2026��

6:00�p.m.�
Lower�level�of�the�Church�

In�our�last�session,�we�explored�the�Great�Schism�
of�1054.��In�July,�we�turn�to�one�of�its�happiest�re-
sults:�the�Eastern�Rite�Catholic�Churches.��These�
twenty-three� rites� are� fully� Catholic� yet� embrace�
traditions�and� liturgies�most�of� us� rarely� encoun-
ter.�

St�Joseph�Parish�Summer�Faith�Series:�
Understanding�the�Catholic�East�

Wednesday,�July�22�at�6:00�p.m.�
Lower�Level�of�the�Church�

�
Earlier� this� month,� we� explored� the� division� between�
the�Christian�East�and� the�Christian�West.� �This�July,�
we� continue� with� the� Eastern� Catholic� Churches,�
which�Pope�Leo�XIV�recently�said�“have�a�great�gift�to�
offer�the�entire�Catholic�Community.”�
��

Join�us�as�we�get�a�glimpse�of�that�gift.�

Do�you�have�questions�about�
St.�Joseph�Catholic�School�or�are��
interested�in�registering�this�2026/27�school�year?���
�
Please�contact�Chris�wells�at�
princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org.�

Due� to� early� bulletin� printing�
deadlines,� the� collection� from� the�
weekend� of� June� 20/21,� 2026� will�
appear�in�a�later�bulletin.�
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6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

Funerals�when�Fr.�Mike�is�away��
from�the�Parish�

In� 1970,� the� average� age� of� active� Catholic� priests� in� the� US�was� 35.��
Today� that� average� age� is� 63.� �Many� older� priests� are� being� asked� to�
postpone�their�retirement�to�compensate�for�the�shortage,�but�this�is�only�
a� temporary� solution.� � In� just� ten� years,� the�number� of� priests� is� set� to�
drop�even�more�dramatically.�
�
Canon�533�of�the�Code�of��Canon�Law�states:���
§2.�“Unless�there�is�a�grave�reason�to�the�contrary,�a�pastor�is�permitted�
to� be� � � absent� from� the� parish� each� year� for� vacation� for� at�most� one�
continuous� or� interrupted� month;� those� days� which� the� pastor� spends�
once�a�year�in�spiritual�retreat�are�not�computed�in�the�time�of�vacation.”�
�
With� the� increasing�shortage�of� active�priests,� it� is� becoming�more� and�
more�difficult�for�the�average�parish�priest�to�“get�away”�for�any�extended�
period�of�time�whether�for�vacation,�retreat�or�family�matters.��Therefore,�
there� is� a� great� likelihood� that� if� a� funeral�was� to� occur� during� the� ab-
sence�of�one’s�parish�priest,�the�parish�deacon�would�be�called�upon�to�
preside�at�that�funeral.�
�
Here,�in�St.�Joseph�Church,�those�in�the�parish�office�will�do�their�best�to�
find�another�local�priest�to�preside�at�a�funeral�in�such�a�situation.��How-
ever,�one�needs� to� �understand� that� it� is�not�always�possible� to� find�an�
available� priest.� � In� that� situation,� Deacon� Jerry� Fust� or� Deacon� Eric��
Elstro�(our�parish�deacons)�will�be�called�upon�to�preside�over�a�funeral�if�
such� a� situation� should� arise.� � If� this� were� to� occur,� the� family� of� the��
deceased� should� expect� to� have� a� Vigil� Service� (as� usual)� the� night��
before,�The�Rite�of�Christian�Burial�(without�Mass),�a�Committal�Service�
at�the�graveside,�and�be�encouraged�to�have�a�Memorial�Mass�for�their�
loved�one�once�Fr.�Mike�returns�to�the�parish�or�at�a�later�date.

Jubilee�Year�of�St.�Francis�Pilgrimage�
St.�Francis�Retreat�Center��
Thursday,�July�16,�2026�
10:30�a.m.�to�2:00�p.m.�

This�celebration�includes�a�walking�rosary,�confession,�Mass,�
Adoration,�and�veneration�of�relics�of�the�True�Cross�and�St.�
Francis� of� Assisi.� � RSVP� at� www.stfrancis.ws/jubilee� or� call�
St.�Francis�Retreat�Center�at�517-669-8321.���
�
Additional�opportunities�are�offered�on�August�25,�October�3,�
and�November�11,�2026.�

The�Importance�of�Mass�
Do�I�have�to�go�to�Mass�every�Sunday,�or�attend�one�
of�the�Masses�on�Saturday�afternoon/evening�even�if�
I’m�out�of�town�or�traveling?�
�
No�matter�where�you�are,�we�still�must�go�to�Mass.��We�
have�the�obligation�of�trying�to�find�a�Mass�celebrated�in�
our�area.��If�we�are�a�hundred�miles�from�anywhere,�up�in�
the�mountains�camping,�that’s�one�thing.��But�if�our�trav-
els� have� taken� us� somewhere�we� can� get� to�Mass,�we�
must�attend.�
�
�
MassTimes.org� provides�worship� times,� locations,� con-
tact� information,� websites� and� maps� of� over� 117,000�
churches�and�201�countries�and�territories.�

Most�Holy�Trinity�Parish�Picnic�
Volleyball�Tournament�
Friday,�July�24,�2026�

Games�will�start�at�5:00�p.m.�
(Registration�will�begin�at�4:30�p.m.)�

�
To�register�email�king2jc@gmail.com��

or�text�810-569-1902��
by�Tuesday,�July�21,�2026�
Please�indicate�Division:���

Competitive�(2�males�max�per�team)�or�
“Family”�(teams�made�up�of�all�ages)�

�a�list�of�team�members�and�contact�information.�
$80�per�team�of�4�
Games�will�be�held��

behind�Waldron�Middle�School,�Fowler�MI�

Singles�late�50’s�and�above:��Looking�for�a�deeper�rela-
tionship�with�God�and�a�renewed�sense�of�purpose�for�your�
journey�through�life’s�transitions?��Connect�with�others�and�
recharge�your�spiritual�batteries�on�a�RENEW�retreat!��The�
next�weekend� is�on�August�21-23,�2026�at� the�St.�Francis�
Retreat�Center,�DeWitt.��Costs�is�$255.00�for�meals�and�a�
single�room.���

For�more�information,�go�to�www.RenewRetreats.org,��
email�renewretreat.mi@gmail.com�or�call�(586)770-1772.�

JJuusstt��eennggaaggeedd??��CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss!!��
����

Any� engaged� couple� who� would� like� to� complete� the��
sacrament� of� marriage� at� St.� Joseph� Church� should�
meet� with� Fr.� Mike� at� least� 9� months� before� your��������
proposed� wedding� date.� � First� pick� up� a� white� “Holy���
Matrimony”�folder�located�in�the�gathering�space�with�all�
the� information� about�marriage� in� the� Catholic� Church.�
To�schedule�an�appointment�to�meet�as�a�couple�with�Fr.�
Mike,�contact�the�parish�office�at�(989-224-8994�or��
stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com)�
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Hannah’s�House�in�Lansing�-�
�please�help!�

Hannah’s� House� is� a� Christian� maternity� shelter� for�
women� with� an� unexpected� pregnancy.� � We� are� in�

need�of�ongoing�funding�to�provide�24/7�supports�for�up�to�four�
residents�in�need.��Residents�are�able�to�stay�until�the�baby�is�6�
months� old.� � Hannah’s� House� provides� an� opportunity� to������
receive�emotional,�physical�and�spiritual�formation�while�raising�
a�newborn�child.��Over�70%�of�the�women�who�come�to�us�are�
not� in� touch�with� the� father,�65%�are�unemployed�and�without�
financial�assistance�from�their�families.��We��encourage�them�to�
find�work�or� take�classes�at� the� local�Community�College� that�
will�prepare�them�for�future�employment.���
Can�you�be�the�”family”�that�they�don’t�have?��
Show� your� support� through� the� link� or� the� QR�
code.��
https://givesendgo.com/hannahshouselansing�

PATH�Street�Outreach�Team�
The� Housing� � Services� Mid� Michigan� PATH�
Street� Outreach� Team� needs� supplies� to�����
distribute�to�the�homeless�in�our�community�to�
help�them�survive�the�warm�summer�months.�
�
The�most�needed�items�are:�
Insect� repellent,� sunscreen,�water�bottles,� fla-
vor� packets� for� the� water,� body� wipes,� and�
shelf-stable�food�with�pop�top�lids�like�chicken�
or�tuna.�
�
Items� can� be� dropped� off� at� Community�
Church� St� Johns,�100�Maple�Ave�(on�M-21�
across� from� the� post� office)� Monday� through�
Thursday�from�10:00�a.m.�to�2:00�p.m.��Go�to�
the�door�on�the�west�side�in�the�parking�lot.���
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!
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Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559
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