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ALL ARE WELCOME!
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace and
love, a place of ministry and renewal.
We welcome you to be part of our faith
community where the Word of God is
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the
Sacraments are celebrated.

Pastoral Care

Fr. Michael Williams
Deacon Jerry Fust
Deacon Eric Elstro

Worship
Music e Jeff Richards

Parish Life

Parish Council ¢ Dick Weller
Finance Council ¢ Scott Dzurka
Parish Secretary ¢ Judi Thelen
Business Manager ¢ Steve Thelen
Maintenance ¢ Glenn Esch
School Custodian e Steve Dyer

Family Ministries

Marriage Preparation e Fr. Michael Williams
Baptism e Please contact the parish office

St. Joseph School e Chris Wells

Religious Education Jen Nelson

Confirmation ¢ Jen Nelson

Christian Initiation of Adults ¢ Amanda Grigar

Please call the parish office for more
information on our Family Ministries.

Medical Emergencies requiring an
Anointing of the Sick,
please call 989-227-1244.

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421
Religious Education Office: (989) 224-8537

Regular Mass Schedule

Saturday ¢ 5:00 p.m.

Sunday ¢ 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
Mass in Spanish ¢ 6:00 p.m.

(Holy Days e Consult the bulletin)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday ¢ 4:00 p.m.

Prayer Tree
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994
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The Sanctuary Lamp
will burn from
July 12 -July 18, 2026
In memory of

Paul Pung

THIS WEEK'S LITURGIES

Monday e July 13
Isaiah 1:10-17/ Matthew 10:34-11:1
No Mass

Funerals when Fr. Mike is away from the Parish
In 1970, the average age of active Catholic priests in the US was 35. Today
that average age is 63. Many older priests are being asked to postpone their
retirement to compensate for the shortage, but this is only a temporary solu-
tion. In just ten years, the number of priests is set to drop even more dramati-
cally.
Canon 533 of the Code of Canon Law states:
§2. “Unless there is a grave reason to the contrary, a pastor is permitted to be
absent from the parish each year for vacation for at most one continuous or
interrupted month; those days which the pastor spends once a year in spiritual
retreat are not computed in the time of vacation.”
With the increasing shortage of active priests, it is becoming more and more
difficult for the average parish priest to “get away” for any extended period of
time whether for vacation, retreat or family matters. Therefore, there is a
great likelihood that if a funeral was to occur during the absence of one’s
parish priest, the parish deacon would be called upon to preside at that
funeral.
Here, in St. Joseph Church, those in the parish office will do their best to find
another local priest to preside at a funeral in such a situation. However, one
needs to understand that it is not always possible to find an available priest.
In that situation, Deacon Jerry Fust or Deacon Eric Elstro (our parish dea-
cons) will be called upon to preside over a funeral if such a situation should
arise. If this were to occur, the family of the deceased should expect to have
a Vigil Service (as usual) the night before, The Rite of Christian Burial
(without Mass), a Committal Service at the graveside, and be encouraged to
have a Memorial Mass for their loved one once Fr. Mike returns to the parish
or at a later date.

Tuesday e July 14
Isaiah 7:1-9/ Matthew 11:20-24
No Mass

Wednesday e July 15
Isaiah 10:5-7, 13b-16 / Matthew 11:25-27
No Mass

Thursday e July 16
Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/ Matthew 11:28-30
No Mass

Friday e July 17
Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/ Matthew 12:1-8
No Mass

Saturday e July 18
Micah 2:-1-5/ Matthew 12: 14-21
5:00 p.m. Mass People of the Parish

Sunday e July 19
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19/Romans 8:26-27/ Matthew 13:24-43

8:00 a.m. Mass TEva Lambertson
By: Kathy Orson

Eucharist Adoration
“The Church and the world have a great need for Eucharistic
worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let us
not refuse the time to go to meet Him in adoration, in contem-
plation full of faith, and open to making amends for the
serious offenses and crimes of the world. Let our adoration
never cease.”

10:00 a.m. Mass *Joan Kowatch
By: Terry and Lori Pung

12:00 p.m. Mass *Lewis and tHelen Pastor

6:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish
Pope St. John Paul Il, Dominicae cenae,
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BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY




WE ARE ALL
EVANGELIZERS

(and whatever else is on
Deacon Eric’s mind)

Sheen and Patriotism

| guess another title for today’s
piece could have been “Critical
Patriotism Part Two” because some
of this week’s material overlaps last
week’s, but nonetheless | would like
to reflect today on a Catholic
American icon, Archbishop Fulton
Sheen. Bishop Sheen was ahead of
his time on numerous topics of
importance to Americans as a
whole, not just Catholic Americans.
In light of America’s 250th
celebration last weekend, plus the
release of the movie on our first
president’s early adult life, | came
across some of Sheen’s thoughts on
the link between piety, religious
freedom and patriotism.

Keep in mind that the comments
forthcoming are spot on, even
though they were some 70 or 80
years ago. For example, “The
archbishop explained the essence
of patriotism to the everyday
American Catholic, and his
prophetic words on democracy,
communism, and the role of
government continue to gain
significance amid the divisions of
our time...”

In an address he gave in 1938,
Bishop Sheen said the guiding
principle of our founding fathers was
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basic human and dignity. “The
essence of Americanism is not
revolution,” he said, ‘but the
recognition of the sacredness of
human personality and the inherent
inalienable rights which every man
possesses in dependently of the
State.”

Last week, | tied piety together with
patriotism that it is our responsibility
to pay attention to what’s going on
in our world to make sure we make
sure our patriotism is led by our
Catholic faith - so that our rights are
protected and our laws reflect
“What is good and right and just”.
Bishop Sheen says pretty much the

“They sought the foundations
of man’s rights and liberties in
some- thing so sacred and so
inalienable that no State, no
Parliament, no Dictator, no
human power could ever take
them away, and so they rooted
them in God...” He summarized
his argument by stating, “In con-
clusion, true Americanism is the
belief in the freedom of man as a
diving derivative. For that reason
if we wish to keep pure Ameri-
canism we must keep our
religion.”

same thing, but in terms of a look
back at the men who signed the
Declaration of Independence 250
years and a week ago;

Our founding fathers were not
perfect, but they did lay a great
framework on July 4, 1776 that still
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works today, if we do our part in
making sure we elect the people
who will create and protect
legislation that is rooted in our faith.
Though this is not a presidential
election year, there are some very
important positions to fill in the
August primary and November
general election such as: governor,
U.S. Senator, all Congressional
seats plus numerous state and local
offices.

We need to remember all those who
put their lives on the line not only in
1776, but in all the wars we’ve
fought since then to protect our
freedom. Or, in Fulton Sheen’s
words: “It is our solemn duty as
Catholics, therefore, to be conscious
of our duty to America, and to
preserve its freedom by preserving
its faith in God.”

(Fulton Sheen comments come from

a daily news feed from Catholic
Vote)

Deacon Eric

deaconeric@hotmail.com

Please note: There will be no new
Youtube columns until this fall.

You can now watch and listen to
Deacon Eric’s previous columns
through this link on Youtube.
https://www.youtube.com/
catholicChurch-StJohns

St. Joseph Parish
Summer Faith Series:

Understand the Catholic East
Wednesday, July 22, 2026

6:00 p.m. (lower level of the church)

The accompanying image is an icon, the primary sacred art form of the
Christian East and one that is honored throughout the Catholic Church. It
depicts the Theotokos (Greek for Mother of God) of the Life-Giving
Spring. It honors the Virgin Mary as a source of grace and healing
through her role in bringing Jesus, the Living Water, into the world. Icons
are one spiritual treasure we will explore as we learn about our Eastern
Catholic brothers and sisters.

THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 3
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KITCHEN STAFF OPPORTUNITY
St. Joseph Catholic School is looking for an individual to
fill a 2-hour position to work in the kitchen Monday-
Friday from 10:45 am to 12:45 p.m. for the start of the
upcoming school year. Candidate must be flexible, pay
close attention to details, and strive to uphold our
Catholic teachings.
(Work time may be more or less depending on the day).

Please email or call Erica for more details.
989-224-2421 or kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org.

Do you have questions about

St. Joseph Catholic School or are
interested in registering this 2026/27
school year?

Please contact Chris wells at
princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org.

*ﬁ%ﬁ%%%%%%%%%%%@?g&

Hannah’s House in Lansing -
please help!
/) Hannah's House is a Christian maternity shelter for
V" women with an unexpected pregnancy. We are in
need of ongoing funding to provide 24/7 supports for up to
four residents in need. Residents are able to stay until the
baby is 6 months old. Hannah’s House provides an oppor-
tunity to  receive emotional, physical and spiritual formation
while raising a newborn child. Over 70% of the women who
come to us are not in touch with the father, 65% are unem-
ployed and without financial assistance from their families.
We encourage them to find work or take classes at the local
Community College that will prepare them for future employ-
ment.

code.
https://givesendgo.com/hannahshouselansing

The Children’s Collection for July
will be donated to:

Hannah’s House in Lansing
July 4/5 $ 13.25
Total for the month: $ 13.25
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Sanctuary Cleaners:

Liturgical Ministers?
July 18 and 19

Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
Volunteer
8:00 a.m. Volunteer
Volunteer
10:00 a.m. Eli P
Volunteer
12:00 p.m. Volunteer
Volunteer
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
5:00 p.m. Group 2
8:00 a.m. Group 2
10:00 a.m. Group 2
12:00 p.m. Group 2
Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Diane A.
8:00 a.m. Trevor H.
10:00 a.m. Cassandra G.
12:00 p.m. Mary Beth E.
Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5C
8:00 a.m. Group 8B
10:00 a.m. Group 10A
12:00 p.m. Group 12A

Collection Counters: Monday, July 13 Group 4

The Schroeder Girls

e

STEWARDSHIP

For the weekend of July 5, 2026

Adults (323) gifts Including online giving: ............. $25,824.11
LOOSE CaSN ettt ettt eeeate e e eereeeeeeeeeennne $698.95
LI = T $26,523.06
Other Gifts Received

Education Trust FUND: ...oooee vt S 954.00
Building FUNd: oo $108.00
Tuition Scholarship FUNd: .......c.cooeveeiviieeceiercenecienns S 40.00

Our weekly average since July 1, 2026 is $20,316.54. If we
continue to keep this average, we will meet our budgeted goal.

FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED
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Do you know someone who is
Sick or Homebound?
If you know of a parishioner who is no longer able
to get to Mass and other sacraments, please let us
know! We are looking for ways to strengthen our
connection with parishioners who are no longer
able to attend Mass due to health reasons, recov-
ering from surgery, etc. Would they like to receive
homebound Communion? Anointing? We can also
send, via postal mail, our bulletin and any other
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Mother’s Group

Hey Mom!

Do you feel stretched too thin and wondering how every-
thing will get done? Us, too! Join us for our Mother’s
group gathering on Thursday, July 9 from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00
p.m. in the reception room of the church basement.

We gather to share the joys and challenges of mother-
hood, encourage one another in our faith, and discuss
raising children who know and love Jesus. Amid the noise
and pressures of daily life, this is an opportunity to step
away and be reminded that God walks with you every

information about what is happening in our church.
Please let us know by calling the parish office.

*ﬁé%%%%%%% bt

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary will not be
meeting in July. May your summer be
blessed with much rest and peace.
Stay turned for more information
about the next meeting to be held on
August 8, 2026.

step of the way.

Join us for an evening of casual fellowship, conversation,
and spiritual renewal. Connect with other Catholic moms
and be strengthened by the love and presence of Jesus,
who promises:

‘For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am | in the midst of them.”
Matthew 18:20

Call or text Renae at 989-598-4403 for questions.

Is there something special you would
like Father Mike to bless?

At the top of the ramp entrance, near the sacristy door,
there is a table set up for you to place any items you'd
like to have blessed. Father will bless them before Mass

begins, and you can easily pick them up afterward.

In a Lansing Area Hospital and need the

Anointing of the Sick?
When you or your loved one is ill, receiving the
Sacrament of the Sick is important. When in a
Lansing area hospital, please let your attending
nurse know you would like the Anointing of the
Sick. They will contact the chaplain who will, in
turn, contact a local priest who is
“on call” to come and give you the 77/
sacrament. This is the quickest (—
way for you or your loved one to '1
receive the sacrament, if they did-
n’t already receive it before going
into the hospital.

SUMMER SCRIPTURE
DAYS RETREAT

ABIDING IN THE WORD: THE DOMESTIC CHURCH

AUGUST 18-20, 2026

We are happy to partner once again with the Catho-
lic Biblical School of Michigan (CBSM) - a lay apos-
tolate, founded in 2009 in the Arch-
diocese of Detroit for the ministry of
teaching and proclaiming God’s Word.
CBSM teachers are passionate, faith-
filled experts - all with a Masters De-
gree or higher in theology, Scripture,
or ministry.

iy,
/I

52 SUNDAYS

52 Sundays helps families celebrate and reclaim Sun-
day as a day set apart for the Lord, for family, and for
works of mercy through free weekly family reflections,
family crafts, recipe of the week, family prayers, family
challenge, fun facts and more.

Reclaim Sunday as a Family!

Learn more and sign up for the weekly newsletter
at 52sundays.com.

Learn More or Register at
stfrancis.ws/ssd

THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 5
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Jubilee Year of St. Francis Pilgrimage
St. Francis Retreat Center
Thursday, July 16, 2026
10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

This celebration includes a walking rosary, confession, Mass,
Adoration, and veneration of relics of the True Cross and St.
Francis of Assisi. RSVP at www.stfrancis.ws/jubilee or call
St. Francis Retreat Center at 517-669-8321.

Additional opportunities are offered on August 25, October 3,
and November 11, 2026.

The Food Box

The Food Box donations help families in our
community through the Beacon of Hope or Basic
Needs here in town. Donations can be placed in the
wooden box in the back of church, at the top of the
stairs by the office.

A thought: If each family
brought just one item for the
Food Box each Sunday, we
could fill that wooden box
every week.

Most Holy Trinity Parish Picnic
Volleyball Tournament
Friday, July 24, 2026
Games will start at 5:00 p.m.
(Registration will begin at 4:30 p.m.)

To register email king2jc@gmail.com
or text 810-569-1902
by Tuesday, July 21, 2026
Please indicate Division:
Competitive (2 males max per team) or “Family” (teams
made up of all ages)
a list of team members and contact information.

$80 per team of 4

Games will be held

behind Waldron Middle School, Fowler M
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This year’s Fatima rosaries will
take place on OR near
the 13th of each month
from May-October.

In order to avoid evenings when
. Mass is offered,
| we will meet on the following days:
Monday, July 13
Wednesday, August 12
Friday, September 11
Monday, October 12

We will begin at 6:00 p.m. on the
front church steps.
In case of dangerous weather
we will not meet.

Please bring a friend and join us!

Traveling This Summer?
MassTimes.orq provides worship times,
locations, contact information, websites and
maps of over 117,000 churches and 201
countries and territories.

1% E] Join our mailing list and
£ stay connected

via email or text.
Scan this QR code and stay

up to date on future events,
opportunities, and more at St. Joseph Parish!

We'll only send parish-related Information

|

LANSlN_G_—r&

H[GHT

CATHOLIC

SCHOOL

Curious to know what it’s really like at Lansing Catho-
lic High School? While our students are enjoying
their summer break, our doors are open for you!
Schedule a family tour this summer and get your own
firsthand experience of how Lansing Catholic High
School challenges students to grow academically,
spiritually, and socially. Come see our campus, learn
about our community, and get a head start on the up-
coming school year.

Email admissions@lansingcatholic.org or call 517-
267-2113 to set up your summer tour today!

THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED
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Why is it so important to register in a Parish?
Registration is the official way we join a parish community. Many people think that because they attend a par-
ticular parish they automatically belong. At times young adults who have moved away for years or are still
living with their parents think they are still signed up under their parent’s registration. But membership requires
signing up, formally enrolling yourself in a parish. Registration is a commitment to a community, a way to be
included in the religious, social and ministerial activities of your parish.

We encourage and invite all adult members of our faith community (18 years or older) to register.

Registration shows you belong. Being a registered parishioner makes the process much easier when it is
time for infant baptisms, weddings, and when asked to be a Godparent for Baptism or Sponsor for
Confirmation. Registering in your parish is a statement of faith and confidence in the life and work of
your parish.

To register at St. Joseph Church, you can stop by the parish office for a registration form or go to our website
https://www.stjoecatholic.com/forms, fill out the registration form and either email, mail or drop it off in the
collection basket at Mass.
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Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1946
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PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC QTA L 1y, 8
Bring inthis coupon for 109 OFF | Office: 989-224-3034 » www.chasco1.com o 6% &
_ allfoodatDeancs. [ 407 N. Clinton Ave. ¢ St. Johns, MI 48879 o
P 5% SIMON g §
P NAPA DENTAL CARE =
erxz s §BROTHERS Mark J. Connelly (7
JakE kLAUS TRUCKING | PARTS | SERVICE _THE PARTS STORE | (] i\ +1 3 H I RI N G! DDS, MAGD, MICOI
B o Delivering Exceptional Service Since 1915! .
JAKEKLAUS.COM » 517-896-1872 Service & Repair Facility " Join our
) Light, Medium & Heavy Duty Golden Crew! Implant and
MILLER S Aggregate & Grain Hauling — Genelgll Dentistr
REDI_ Mlx lNc Manure Hauling & Application W& WE OFFER: s y
’ : Residential Pool Water Delivery Flexible schedules n&.‘- : arvnow | 989-224-2379
Qualiz‘y Concrete 1120 N. Edgewood Drive - Fowler, Ml 48835 - Tuition Assistance oo
(989) 593-2377 - office@simonbrotherslic.com St. Johns, MI 48879

6218 Wright Rd. - Westphalia « 587-6511 + Management Training

www.simonbrotherslic.com

MCGEEHAN FUNERAL HOMES e S
KECK—COLEMAN CHAPEL .750% Waterford.Pkwy <

CELEBRATING THOSE BEFORE US, SUPPORTING THOSE BESIDE US
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