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Pastoral�Care�
Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Deacon�Jerry�Fust�
Deacon�Eric�Elstro�
�

Worship�
Music�•�Jeff�Richards�
�

Parish�Life�
Parish�Council�•�Dick�Weller�
Finance�Council�•�Sco��Dzurka�
Parish�Secretary�•�Judi�Thelen�
Business�Manager�•�Steve�Thelen�
Maintenance�•��Glenn�Esch�
School�Custodian�•�Steve�Dyer�
�

Family�Ministries�
Marriage�Prepara'on�•�Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Bap'sm�•�Please�contact�the�parish�office�
St.�Joseph�School�•�Chris�Wells�
Religious�Educa'on��Jen�Nelson�
Confirma'on�•��Jen�Nelson�
Chris'an�Ini'a'on�of�Adults�•��Amanda�Grigar�
�

Please�call�the�parish�office�for�more��
informa�on�on�our�Family�Ministries.�

�

Medical�Emergencies�requiring�an�
Anoin�ng�of�the�Sick,��

please�call�989-227-1244.�
�

St.�Joseph�School:�(989)�224-2421�
Religious�Educa�on�Office:�(989)�224-
8537�
�
Regular�Mass�Schedule��
Saturday�•�5:00�p.m.�
Sunday�•�8:00�a.m.,�10:00�a.m.,�12:00�p.m.�
Mass�in�Spanish�•��6:00�p.m.�
(Holy�Days�•�Consult�the�bulle'n)�
�
Sacrament�of�Reconcilia�on��
Tuesday�•�5:30�p.m.�
Saturday�•�4:00�p.m.�
Prayer�Tree��
Parish�Office:�(989)-224-8994�

ALL�ARE�WELCOME!�
St.�Joseph�is�a�place�of�refreshment,�peace�and�
love,�a�place�of�ministry�and�renewal.�
We�welcome�you�to�be�part�of�our�faith�
community�where�the�Word�of�God�is�
proclaimed,�friendship�is�offered�and�the�
Sacraments�are�celebrated.�

110099��LLiinnddeenn��SSttrreeeett��
SSaaiinntt��JJoohhnnss,,��MMiicchhiiggaann��4488887799--11883377��
((998899))��222244--88999944��
FFaaxx::��((998899))��222244--33447755��
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm��
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm��
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Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
and�their�families,�
especially:�
�

Adam�
Ari�
Chris�
Dena�
Don�
�Jill�
Kristi�

Michael�
Sawyer�Ballinger�

Ed�Chope�
Jan�Coffman�
Sherri�Couch�
Verena�DeBoer�
Mary�Enneking�
Keith�Enneking�
Trisha�Fisher�

Friend�
Jack�Hagerty�

Korine�
Teresa�MIller�

Myah�
Patrick�

Jenny�Pytlowanyj�
Deacon�Marv�&�Tita�

Robertson�
Patricia�Rojas�
Mary�Schmitt�

Joan�Schrauben�
Sherri�

Cel�Zuker�Southard�
Anne�Thelen�
Katelyn�T.�

Kensington�Theis�

Jennifer�
Brad�Walker�
Millie�Wassa�
Dan�Yurek�
Ken�Zelenka�

�
Please�pray�for�our�
parishioners�in�the�
service,��especially:�

Jake�Hoskins�
Jacob�Longoria�
Eric�Martin�

Colby�Munger��

Adam�Novak�
Murray�Palmatier�

Alex�Rojas�
David�Seperic�
Noel�Smith�II�

Jordan�Van�Amburg�
��
�
To�add�or�remove�a����
name�from�the��
bulle�n�prayer�list,�
please�call�the�parish�

office:�989-224-8994�or�
email�
Stjosephchurchst-�
johns@gmail.com�
�
*Please�note:�only�
immediate�family�
members�may�add�
names�to�the�bulle�n.�

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

�The�Sanctuary�Lamp�
will�burn�from��

July�26�-�August�1,�2026�
In�memory�of�
AAnnnn��GGrreeeenn��

JJaannee��IIddzzkkoowwsskkii��

�
�
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday�●�July�27�
Jeremiah�13:1-11/Ma�hew�13:31-35��
No�Mass�

�
�

Tuesday�●�July�28�
Jeremiah�14:17-22/�Ma�hew�13:36-43��
6:00�p.m.��Mass�� †Marie�Leonard� � �
� � � By:��Tuesday�Morning�Bible�Study�

�

Wednesday�●�July�29�
Jeremiah�15:10,�16-21/John�11:19-27�
12:05�p.m.�Mass� †Herb�and�†Marian�Armbrustmacher�
� � and�†Roy�Armbrustmacher��
� � � By:��Family�

Thursday�●�July�30�
Jeremiah�18:1-16/�Ma�hew�13:47-53��
8:30�a.m.�Mass�� †Carl�Cha�ield�Sr.� �
� � � By:��Family� � �
Friday�●��July�31�
Jeremiah�26:1-9/Ma�hew�13:54-58�
8:30�a.m.��Mass� †Nancy�Andrews�� �
� � � By:��Charlie�and�Lisa�Wieber�
�

Saturday�●�August�1�
Jeremiah�26:11-16,�24/Ma�hew�14:1-12�
8:30�a.m.��Mass� �For�an�End�to�Abor�on�
�
5:00�p.m.�Mass� �Living�and�Deceased�members�of�the�
� � Morgan�and�Wells�Families� �
� � � By:��Chris�and�Michelle�Wells� �
�
Sunday�●��August�2�
Isaiah�55:1-3/Romans�8:35,�37-39/Ma�hew�14:13-21��
8:00�a.m.���Mass� �†Ronnie�Hartenburg�
� � � By:�Joe�Lorio�Family�
�
10:00�a.m.�Mass� The�People�of�the�Parish�
�
12:00�p.m.�Mass� †Fr.�Dennis�Howard�
� � � By:��Joe�and�Helen�Kus�
�
6:00�p.m.���Mass��in�Spanish�
� � †Alberto�Veral�Torres� �
� � � By:��Family�

RReesstt��iinn��PPeeaaccee�
Our�prayers�and�sympathies��
to�the�family�and�friends�of�
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 

WE ARE ALL  
EVANGELIZERS 
(and�whatever�else�is�on�
Deacon�Eric’s�mind)�

Treasures
What� constitutes� a� treasure?� Well,�
according� to� dictionary.com� a�
treasure� is:� “wealth�or� riches�stored�
or� accumulated,� especially� in� the�
form� of� precious� metals,� money,� or�
jewels.”��That�website�also�gives�us�
this� definition:� “any� thing� or� person�
greatly�valued�or�highly�prized.”�
We� all� have� our� own� definition� of�
treasure�and�Jesus�gives�us�several�
examples� of� treasures� in� today’s�
gospel� from� Matthew.�� Jesus� wants�
us�to�seek�the�one�true�treasure�and�
embrace�it,�using�physical�treasures�
such� as� pearls� to� symbolize� the�
kingdom�of�heaven.�
�
One� of� my� earthly� treasures� is�
family.� My� wife� and� I� traveled� to�
Tennessee,� North� Carolina� and�
Maryland� this� past� week� to� see�
family� we� don’t� get� to� see� very�
often.� And� within� the� treasure� of�
family,�I�find�other�treasures�such�as�
time.�� At� my� age,� I� am� very� much�
aware� of� time� and� I� can� look� at� it�
from� two� different� perspectives�
relative�to�my�recent�trip.�
�
We� stopped� first� in� Kingsport�
Tennessee� to� visit� our� daughter’s�
family—three� granddaughters� who�
range�in�age�from�three�to�nine.��Our�

second� stop� was� in� Chapel� Hill,�
North� Carolina� to� see� my� older�
brother� who� doesn’t� travel� very� far�
because� he’s� 87� and� is� suffering�
from�Parkinson’s.��There’s�84�years�
between� my� youngest� grand-
daughter� and�my�older� brother.��He�
treasures� every� day,� while� she� has�
no�concept�of�time�at�all.�
�
I�can� look�at� time�from�two�different�
perspectives,� looking� forward� to�her�
and�wondering�what�this�world�might�
look�like�if�she�lives�until�she’s�87�in�
the�year�2110.�(That’s�dependent,�of�
course� on� whether� God� decides�
he’s�seen�enough�of� this�world�and�
sends� Jesus� back� to� us� to,� in� the�
words� of� today’s� gospel� “separate�
the�wicked�from�the�righteous.”)�And�
the� other�� perspective� is� my�
brother’s,� in�which�he� looks�back� in�
reflection� as� we� reminisced� about�
the� past.� Our� conversations� carried�
a�“remember�when”�tone.�
�
After� we� left� North� Carolina� we�
headed� to� my� younger� brother’s�
apartment� in� Baltimore,� Maryland.�
He� has� had� a� downturn� in� his� life,�
job� wise� and� health� wise,�� and� has�
little� left� of� his� physical�
treasures.�� As� a� matter� of� fact,� we�
took� the� last� of� his� belongings� that�
had� been� in� a� storage� unit� near�
Lansing.� Now� his� physical�
treasures,� except� his� car,� are� all� in�
his� apartment.� He� also� treasures�
time,� because� his� earnings� years�
are� slipping� away.�� I� pray� the� Lord�
blesses� him� soon� with� a� new� job,�

and�a�dash�of�hope.�
�
I� always� return� from� vacations� with�
new� perspectives� as� this� year’s� trip�
produced.� It� was� a� trip� that� made�
me�realize�again�how�blessed�I�am.�
I� have� a� greater� appreciation� for�
family�and� for� time,�but�as� I� look�at�
this� week’s� gospel� I� realize� that� I�
believe�I�am�on�the�right�path�toward�
the�ultimate� treasure.� I�will� certainly�
not� take� anything� for� granted,� but� I�
have�pooled�my�resources�as�Jesus�
suggests� today� to� purchase� the�
ultimate�pearl,�the�greatest�treasure,�
the�kingdom�of�heaven.�
�
�
�
�
DDeeaaccoonn��EErriicc���
deaconeric@hotmail.com�
�
�
Please�note:��There�will�be�no�new�
Youtube�columns�until�this�fall.�
�
You�can�now�watch�and�listen��to���
�Deacon�Eric’s�previous�columns�
through�this�link�on�Youtube.��
https://www.youtube.com/
catholicChurch-StJohns�
�
�

Red�Cross/�Knights�of�Columbus��
Blood�Drive�

Monday,�August��3,�2026�
11:00�a.m.�to�5:30�p.m.�

St.�Johns�KC-Columbian�Hall���
1108�N�US�27,�SJ�

�
Sign�up�to�donate�at�

Redcrossblood.org/�1-800-733-2767�
�

MOM’S�GROUP�
�
Join�our�Mom’s�Group�every�second�Thursday�of�the�month�
from�7:00�-�9:00�p.m.�in�the�Reception�Room.��Come�con-
nect�with�other�Catholic�moms�as�we�share�our�experienc-
es,�encourage�one�another,�and�pray�together�through�the�
joys�and�challenges�of�motherhood�and�raising�����children�
in�the�Catholic�Faith.�
�
The�next�meeting� is�August�13.� �Until� then,� � � � � remember�
God�is�with�you�always:����“Those�who�hope�in�the�Lord�will�
renew�their����������strength.��They�will�soar�on�wings�like�ea-
gles;� they�will� run�and�not�grow�weary,� they�will�walk�and�
not�grow�faint.”�
� � � � ~Isaiah�40:31�
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�� LLiittuurrggiiccaall��MMiinniisstteerrss†��
AAuugguusstt��11��aanndd��22��

AAllttaarr��SSeerrvveerrss::����������5:00�p.m.��� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 10:00�a.m.� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 12:00�p.m.� Volunteer� �
� � � Volunteer��
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy��MMiinniisstteerrss��ooff��HHoollyy��CCoommmmuunniioonn::�
� � ��������5:00�p.m.� Group��1�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Group��1�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group��1�
� 12:00�p.m.� Group��1�
�
LLeeccttoorrss:����������� 5:00�p.m.� Helen�K.�
� 8:00�a.m.� Dean�H.�
� 10:00�a.m.� Rose�R.�
� 12:00�p.m.� Dawn�L.�
�
UUsshheerrss:��������� 5:00�p.m.� Group�5B�
� 8:00�a.m.� Group�8D�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group�10C�
� �������������������12:00�p.m.� Group�12A�
�
CCoolllleeccttiioonn��CCoouunntteerrss::����Monday,��July�27�������Group�2�
�� ��
SSaannccttuuaarryy��CClleeaanneerrss:� Christine�Boak�and�Mary�Jane�Boak�

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

The�Children’s�Collection�for�July�
�will�be�donated�to:��

Hannah’s�House�in�Lansing�
July�18/19�� ����$��67.00�

�
���������� ���Total�for�the�month:�� �������������$�111.85�

SCDEFGHIJKL�
For�the�weekend�of�July�19,�2026�
Adults�(332)�giDs�Including�online�giving:�…..........$�13,860.99�
Loose�Cash:…………………………………………….…….............$690.00�
Total:…………………………………………………………………..$14,550.99�
�
Other�GiMs�Received�
Educa'on�Trust�Fund:�……………………………………………$��620.00�
Building�Fund:������………………………………………………....��$�285.00�
Tui'on�Scholarship�Fund:�………………………………..……��$�176.00��
�
Our�weekly�average�since�July�1,�2026�is��$16,889.88.��������If�we��
con'nue�to�keep�this�average,�we�will��not�meet�our�budgeted�
goal.�

KITCHEN�STAFF�OPPORTUNITY�
St.�Joseph�Catholic�School�is�looking�for�an�individual�to�
fill� a� 2-hour� position� to� work� in� the� kitchen� Monday-
Friday� from�10:45�am� to�12:45�p.m.� for� the�start�of� the�
upcoming�school�year.��Candidate�must�be�flexible,�pay�
close�attention�to�details,�and�strive�to�uphold�our��
Catholic�teachings.���
(Work�time�may�be�more�or�less�depending�on�the�day).��
�
Please�email�or�call�Erica�for�more�details.���
989-224-2421�or�kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org.�

Do�you�have�questions�about��
St.�Joseph�Catholic�School�or�are�
interested�in�registering�this�2026/27�
school�year?���
�
Please�contact�Chris�wells�at�
princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org.�

WWhhaatt��iiss��tthhee��PPrraayyeerr��TTrreeee??������
�
�
�
�
�

�
The�Prayer�Tree�is�an�organized�group�of�individuals�who�pray�for�
our� parish� family.� Prayer� requests� are� confidential� and� are� not�
shared� with� anyone� outside� of� the� prayer� tree� members.�
Parishioners� can� add� their� prayer� requests� for� themselves,� family�
members,� or� friends� by� contacting� the� Parish� Office� at� 989-224-
8994.� The� prayer� request� will� be� passed� on� to� the� prayer� tree�
participants�within�one�business�day.��
�
The�prayer�list�published�in�the�bulletin�is�not�the�same�as�the�
Prayer�Tree.��
To�add�an�immediate�family�member�to�the�bulletin�prayer�list�call��
the�office�989-224-8994.�
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THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED                               5 
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6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

�
Have�you�Heard?�

You�can�receive�the��
St.�Joseph�Parish�bulletin��

and�other�Communications�via�email�or�
text�messages.���

Scan�this�QR�code��
or�visit�eva.us/joe48879�

Surviving�Divorce�Sessions�
St.�Mary’s�Parish�is�pleased�to�announce�that�we�will�be�
offering� Surviving� Divorce� sessions� which� bring� hope�
and� healing� to� anyone� who� has� experienced� the� pain�
and�loneliness�of�a�broken�marriage.��Surviving�Divorce�
will� help� you� work� through� the� emotional� upheaval� of�
separation�and���divorce,�gain�wisdom�and�comfort�from�
experts� and� others� who� share� your� experiences.� � The�
program�will�help� you� to� � � �navigate�new�concerns� like�
custody,�court�hearings,�and�finances.�
�
This� program� is� for� the� newly� separated� and� divorced�
and� those�still� struggling�with� issues�many� years� later.��
It� will� help� you� to� discover� a� deeper� understanding� of��
God’s� love� for� you,� find� answers� to� your� questions,���
restore�your�hope,�and�begin�authentic�healing.�
�
Surviving� Divorce� will� be� held� every� Monday� starting�
September�14,�2026�t�o�December�14,�2026�from�7:00�
p.m.�to�8:30�pm.�in�the�Parish�Library�at�St.�Mary,�West-
phalia�(No�meeting�on�November�23�for��Thanksgiving).��
The�program�fee�is�$20�to�cover�the�cost�of�the�Person-
al�Guide.��To�register�please�go�to��
https://goo.gl/forms/kITjVnkMxEv0mtAI3�
or� contact� St.� Mary’s� Parish� at� 989-587-4211� by�����
September�4,�2026�

St.�Joseph�Parish�Summer�Faith�Series:�
Understanding�the�Western�Schism�

Wednesday,�August�19,�2026�
6:00�p.m.�in�the�lower�level�of�the�church�

What� happens� when� the� Church� cannot� agree� on�
the�who�the�Pope�is?��Explore�the�Western�Schism,�
on�of� the�greatest�crises� in�Catholic�history.� �Adults�
and�teens�are�invited�to�join�us�as�we�gain�a�greater�
appreciation�of�our�Catholic�faith�through�history�and�
Tradition.�

Jubilee�Year�of�St.�Francis�Pilgrimage�
St.�Francis�Retreat�Center��
Tuesday,�August�25,�2026�
10:30�a.m.�to�2:00�p.m.�

This�celebration� includes�a�walking�rosary,�confession,�Mass,�
Adoration,�and�veneration�of� relics�of� the�True�Cross�and�St.�
Francis�of�Assisi.��RSVP�at�www.stfrancis.ws/jubilee�or�call�St.�
Francis�Retreat�Center�at�517-669-8321.���
�
Additional�opportunities�are�offered�on�October�3,�and�Novem-
ber�11,�2026.�
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Having�a�Child�Baptized?��
Receive�First�Communion?�Or�Confirmed?�

Requirements�for�Parents:�
The�priest�must�have�a�“well-founded�hope”�the�child�will�be�raised�in�the�
“practice”�of�the�Faith.�
�
Therefore,�parents�must:�
� Be�Registered�in�the�Parish�
� Attend�Mass�every�Sunday�
� Use�their�collection�envelopes�(even�if�empty)�each�time�they�go�to�Mass�
� Be�married�in�the�church�(otherwise�they�cannot�receive�communion�when�

they�come�to�church�and�therefore��
�������cannot�fully�practice�or�model�the�Faith�for�their�child)�
�
Canon.�868�1.2/there�must�be�a�founded�hope�that�the���infant�child�will�be�
brought�up�in�the�Catholic�religion;�if�such���hope�is�altogether�lacking,�the�bap-
tism�is�to�be�delayed��according�to�the�prescripts�of�particular�law�after�the�par-
ents�have�been�advised�about�the�reason.�

Requirements�of�Godparents�for�Baptisms�
� Be�appointed�by�the�parents�
� Have�completed�the�sixteenth�year�of�age�
� Be�a�Catholic�who�has�been�confirmed�and�has�����

already�received�the�most�holy�sacrament�of�the����
Eucharist�and�who�leads�a�life�of�faith�in�keeping�with�
the�function�to�be�taken�(i.e.�Attends�Mass�every��
Sunday)�

� Not�be�bound�by�any�canonical�penalty�legitimately���
imposed�or�declared;�(i.e.�is�married�in�the�Catholic�
church,�a�person�who�serves�as�a�visible�role�model�
for�the�person�receiving�the�sacrament)�

� Not�be�the�father�or�mother�of�the�one�to�be�baptized.�
�
Canon.�874.1��To�be�permitted�to�take�on�the�function�of�
sponsor�of�a�person�

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1034

...or scan
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

AAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  IIII  

Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner
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