FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JULY 5, 2026

ST. JOSEPH
o St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace and

love, a place of ministry and renewal.
: We welcome you to be part of our faith
1i A || HOL][C community where the Word of God is
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the
Sacraments are celebrated.

Pastoral Care
Fr. Michael Williams

109 Linden Street deacon Eric Etr

Saint Johns, Michigan 48879-1837 Worship

(989) 224-8994 Music e Jeff Richards

Fax: (989) 224-3475 Parish Life
www.stjoecatholic.com Parish Council  Dick Weller

Finance Council ¢ Scott Dzurka
Parish Secretary ¢ Judi Thelen
Business Manager ¢ Steve Thelen
Maintenance ¢ Glenn Esch
School Custodian e Steve Dyer

stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com

Family Ministries

Marriage Preparation e Fr. Michael Williams
Baptism e Please contact the parish office

St. Joseph School e Chris Wells

Religious Education Jen Nelson

Confirmation e Jen Nelson

Christian Initiation of Adults ¢ Amanda Grigar

Please call the parish office for more
information on our Family Ministries.

Medical Emergencies requiring an
Anointing of the Sick,
please call 989-227-1244.

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421
Religious Education Office: (989) 224-8537

Regular Mass Schedule

Saturday e 5:00 p.m.

Sunday ¢ 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
Mass in Spanish ¢ 6:00 p.m.

(Holy Days e Consult the bulletin)

' AD ar ' AR B X7 Sacrament of Reconciliation
HAPPY L OF JULY [t
. A N S Saturday ¢ 4:00 p.m.

Prayer Tree
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994
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The parish office will be closed
Monday, July 6, 2026

THIS In observance of Independence Day

WEEK'S LITURGIES

Monday e July 6
Hosea 2: 16, 17c -18, 21-22 / Matthew 9:18-26
No Mass
Tuesday e July 7
Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13/ Matthew 9:32-38
6:00 p.m. Mass TJeff Wadell
By: Mom

rose BLESS
mauco
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Wednesday e July 8
Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8,12 / Matthew 10:1-7
12:05 p.m. Mass tQuinn Fox
By: Brad & Andrea Rehmann

Thursday e July 9
Hosea 11:1-4, 8e-9 / Matthew 10:7-15
8:30 a.m. Mass TJeff Williams

The Sanctuary Lamp
will burn from
July 5 -duly 11, 2026
In memory of
Ricki Burk

6:00 p.m. Mass Souls in Purgatory

Friday e July 10
Hosea 14:2-10 / Matthew 10: 16-23
8:30 a.m. Mass TRicki Burk
By: Joe & Helen Kus

Saturday e July 11
Isaiah 6:1-8 / Matthew 10: 24-33
1:00 p.m. Walden/Goerge Wedding

5:00 p.m. Mass People of the Parish

Sunday e July 12
Isaiah 55:10-11/ Romans 8: 18-23/ Matthew 13: 1-23 or 13: 1-9

8:00 a.m. Mass 7 Leon & Bertine Thelen
By: Don & Lu Anne Cuthbert

-
OEVER GIVES ONLY A CUP DFC
; a3

0 ONE OF THESE LITTLE O ES T

10:00 a.m. Mass 7Kenneth J. Price > : r

By: Family

12:00 p.m. Mass * Margarita Alor
By: Eric, Monica, Camilla Hufnagel

6:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish > '
tKrista Helen Coffin 7 NG .

By: Deanna Stark HIS REWARD ‘2 =

-
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. . awyer Ballinger yal ennifer olby Munger please call the parish
our parl.shlon(.el.'s Ed Chope Patrick Brad Walker Adam Novak office: 989-224-8994 or
and their families, Jan Coffman Jenny Pytlowanyj Millie Wassa Murray Palmatier email
especially: Sherri Couch Deacon Marv & Tita Dan Yurek Alex Rojas Stjosephchurchst-
P Y Verena DeBoer Robertson Ken Zelenka David Seperic j Jh g) il
AdAaf“ Mary Enneking Patricia Rojas Noel Smith Il 'fp;:;seirzzf :;Tz
i Keith Enneking Mary Schmitt Please pray for our Jordan Van Amburg immediateﬁ;mil
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il Jack Hggedy Anne Thelen Jake Hoskins To add or remove a
Krist Korine Katelyn T. Jacob Longoria name from the

BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY
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WE ARE ALL

EVANGELIZERS
(AND WHATEVER ELSE IS ON
DEACON ERIC’S MIND)

Critical Patriotism

On this weekend, the 250th anniver-
sary of the signing of the Declaration
of Independence, it behooves us to
take a critical look at the state of our
nation and reflect on how far we

have come as a Christian country.
Our reflection, of course, could
mean that despite the obvious
growth in areas such as technology,
there are probably some of us who
might say that we have not grown in
our Christian approach to govern-
ment.

What prompts me to bring this
thought up is a short but insightful
article in the June issue of
“Columbia” magazine by scholar
William Edmund Fahey from St.
Thomas More College. Fahey notes
that the virtue of piety held a differ-
ent civic definition in classical times
than it does today, saying:

“In the classical world, to be pi-
ous meant being willing to sacri-
fice all in defense of one’s
“patria”, fatherland,) embracing
both its people (especially one’s
family) and the land itself, with its
natural riches and heritage.

St. Joseph Parish
Summer Faith Series:
Understand the Catholic East
Wednesday, July 22, 2026
6:00 p.m. (lower level of the church)

Last month, we explored the division between the
Christian East and the Christian West. This month,
we continue with the Eastern Catholic Churches.
Pope Leo XIV recently spoke of the “treasurers”
carried by our Eastern Catholic brothers and sisters,
riches most Latin-rite Catholics (us)

But that definition no longer holds,
according to Fahey, who says piety
is now just “associated with elderly
ladies in church.” The writer sug-
gests we need the updated expres-
sion “critical patriotism.” In his mind,
“critical” would mean a “clear-sighted

determination to remain fixed on
what is good and right and just.”

If we want to get an idea of what
critical patriotism looked like in ac-
tion, we have to look no further than
the only Catholic signer of the Decla-
ration of Independence, Charles

Carroll. I highlighted Charles Carroll,

cousin of the first American bishop
John Carroll, a couple weeks ago.
He was a very successful business-
man in Maryland, who though slow
to embrace the idea of revolution, he
loved the idea of Maryland graduat-
ing from colony to state, in a newly
formed republic. Carroll, who even-
tually used his wealth to help fund
the revolution, “guided his state with
faith and moral wit.”

And another wonderful example of
critical patriotism, long before Car-
roll, was St. Thomas More, whose
feast was a couple weeks ago. St.
Thomas was a Chancellor in the
cabinet of King Henry VIII. His fa-
mous final words before being be-
headed at the behest of the king

were “I die the king’s good servant,
and God’s first.” | suggest, that in
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celebrating our country this week-
end, we keep in mind whether our
Christianity has guided this country
or whether we may need to do what-
ever we can do to make sure our
patriotism is led by our Catholic faith
—or in Fahey’s words, that we are
driven by what is “good and right
and just.”

NOTE: I'm writing this on the feast
of Saints Peter and Paul who so
courageously led the early Church
by their wonderful evangelism. May
we pray for the faith that will guide
us the way it did them.

LIGHTER NOTE: Thanks Peter
Paul Halajian, creator of Mounds
and Almond Joy candy bars, which
led to my favorite Christmas song
“Almond Joy to the World.”

peacon Exic

deaconeric@hotmail.com

Please note: There will be no new
Youtube columns until this fall.

You can now watch and listen to
Deacon Eric’s previous columns
through this link on Youtube.

https://www.youtube.com/
catholicChurch-StJohns

INTERESTED IN
BECOMING CATHOLIC?

KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS?

Joining the Catholic
Church doesn’t follow a

school year schedule
anymore. Please
contact the parish office
at any time.

RCIA.STJOSEPHPARISH@GMAIL.COM
(989) 224-8994
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Thank you to all the adult and youth volun- Liturgical Ministers?
teers for making Vacation Bible School a Julv 11 and 12
success! Another thank you to all the food Al _y
. . tar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Volunteer
and Various donations that made our week Volunteer
extra SpeC|a|! 8:00 a.m. Volunteer
Volunteer
10:00 a.m. Paisley S.
Volunteer
12:00 p.m. Derek C.
______ Volunteer
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
5:00 p.m. Group 1
8:00 a.m. Group 1
10:00 a.m. Group 1
12:00 p.m. Group 1
A Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Ann P.
Cad et i | & 239, 8:.00a.m.  BobP.
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS g am el
God our Father, You made each of us to e naas.
use our gifts in the Body of Christ. We ask that Ushers: 5:00 p.m Group 5B
You inspire young people whom you call to ’ 8'_00 a'm' Group 8A
priesthood and consecrated life to courageous- 10:00 a'm' Group 10D
ly follow Your will. Send workers into Your 12:00 o G 19A
great harvest so that the Gospel is preached, e pm. roup
the poor are served with love, the suffering are )
comforted, and Your people are strengthened | COfection Counters: Tuesday, July 7 Group 3
girﬂlz(e)r‘;?craments. We asl;\ l;:)?/ésnthrough Christ Sanctuary Cleaners:  Pam Envin and Karen Feldpausch
KITCHEN STAFF OPPORTUNITY
St. Joseph Catholic School is looking for an individual to
fill a 2-r?our position to work in thge kitchen Monday- STEWARDSHIP
Friday from 10:45 am to 12:45 p.m. for the start of the For the weekend of June 21, 2026
upcoming school year. Candidate must be flexible, pay Adults (358) gifts Including online giving: ............. $14,575.03
close attention to details, and strive to uphold our LOOSE CaSh ..t $503.25
Catholic teachings. TOtAl e s $15,078.28

(Work time may be more or less depending on the day).
For the weekend of June 28, 2026

Please email or call Erica for more details. Adults (398) gifts Including online giving: ............. $20,499.26
989-224-2421 or kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org. LOOSE CASNerttee e eerereeee et ee et et ee e ee e e eeeene $570.00
T ettt eee et eeeee et eee et et ere e ereeeenenn $21,069.26
P The Children’s Collection for June

s ﬂl';r\f- ] will be donated to: Other Gifts Received

he T .. : S i .
y %- Missionary Childhood Association Eiﬁ;?:golr:lu'::st [T T Yo SRR Ss ;255)88
nr&' galeRl e . Tuition Scholarship FUN: ........ccmreeevemnieerecinerecnenns $224.00

QM‘“

W
& Heipin%co

Total for the month:  $237.40 Our weekly average since July 1, 2025 is $23,504.67. If we

continue to keep this average, we will meet our budgeted goal.

4 FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED
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Do you know someone who is
Sick or Homebound?

If you know of a parishioner who is no longer able
to get to Mass and other sacraments, please let us
know! We are looking for ways to strengthen our
connection with parishioners who are no longer
able to attend Mass due to health reasons, recov-
ering from surgery, etc. Would they like to receive
homebound Communion? Anointing? We can also
send, via postal mail, our bulletin and any other
information about what is happening in our church.
Please let us know by calling the parish office.

*‘é%%%%%%% bt

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary will not be
meeting in July. May your summer be
blessed with much rest and peace.
Stay turned for more information
about the next meeting to be held on
August 8, 2026.

JULY 5, 2026

Mother’s Group

Hey Mom!

Do you feel stretched too thin and wondering how every-
thing will get done? Us, too! Join us for our Mother’s
group gathering on Thursday, July 9 from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00
p.m. in the reception room of the church basement.

We gather to share the joys and challenges of mother-
hood, encourage one another in our faith, and discuss
raising children who know and love Jesus. Amid the noise
and pressures of daily life, this is an opportunity to step
away and be reminded that God walks with you every
step of the way.

Join us for an evening of casual fellowship, conversation,
and spiritual renewal. Connect with other Catholic moms
and be strengthened by the love and presence of Jesus,
who promises:

“For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am | in the midst of them.”
Matthew 18:20
Call or text Renae at 989-598-4403 for questions.

Is there something special you would
like Father Mike to bless?

SUMMER SOCIAL

Vigil Mass // Aderation // Dinner // Fellowship // Beach
High Ropes // Yard Games // Climbing Tower // Zipline

https://tinyurl.com/YASummerSocial

Our Lady of the Fields - 1391 Kellogg Rd. Brightan, M| 48114

At the top of the ramp entrance, near the sacristy door,
there is a table set up for you to place any items you'd
like to have blessed. Father will bless them before Mass

begins, and you can easily pick them up afterward.

SUMMER SCRIPTURE
DAYS RETREAT

ABIDING IN THE WORD: THE DOMESTIC CHURCH

AUGUST 18-20, 2026

We are happy to partner once again with the Catho-
lic Biblical School of Michigan (CBSM) - a lay apos-
tolate, founded in 2009 in the Arch-
diocese of Detroit for the ministry of
teaching and proclaiming God’s Word.
CBSM teachers are passionate, faith-
filled experts - all with a Masters De-
gree or higher in theology, Scripture,
or ministry.

FACILITATED
+

Learn More or Register at
stfrancis.ws/ssd

THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED
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Jubilee Year of St. Francis Pilgrimage
St. Francis Retreat Center
Thursday, July 16, 2026
10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

This celebration includes a walking rosary, confession, Mass,
Adoration, and veneration of relics of the True Cross and St.
Francis of Assisi. RSVP at www.stfrancis.ws/jubilee or call

Why Pray for the Souls in Purgatory?
We often think of praying for the living--for those who are
sick, lonely, or in need of strength. But one of the greatest
acts of charity we can perform is to pray for the dead.
They cannot pray for themselves. They rely on our pray-
ers, our Masses offered for them, and our small sacrifices
united to Christ.

St. Francis Retreat Center at 517-669-8321.

Additional opportunities are offered on August 25, October 3,

and November 11, 2026.

Just engaged? Congratulations!

Any engaged couple who would like to complete the
sacrament of marriage at St. Joseph Church should
meet with Fr. Mike at least 9 months before your
proposed wedding date. First pick up a white “Holy
Matrimony” folder located in the gathering space with all
the information about marriage in the Catholic Church.
To schedule an appointment to meet as a couple with Fr.
Mike, contact the parish office at (989-224-8994 or
stjosephchurchstjohns@gmail.com)

Lord,
Py Hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families
for the selfless acts
they perform for us
in our time of need.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
Our Lord and Savior. Amen

Most Holy Trinity Parish Picnic
Volleyball Tournament
Friday, July 24, 2026
Games will start at 5:00 p.m.
(Registration will begin at 4:30 p.m.)

To register email king2jc@gmail.com
or text 810-569-1902
by Tuesday, July 21, 2026
Please indicate Division:
Competitive (2 males max per team) or
“Family” (teams made up of all ages)
a list of team members and contact information.
$80 per team of 4
Games will be held
behind Waldron Middle School, Fowler Mi

Join us THIS THURSDAY,
July 9, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
(and every 2nd Thursday of the Month)
for a special Mass offered for
the Souls in Purgatory.

Here are some other ways you can help the souls in

Purgatory:

¢ Have the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered for the
souls in purgatory

+ Offer your devout attendance at Mass and reception of
Holy Communion for the repose of the faithful depart-
ed.

¢ Offer other prayers for them, such as the Rosary, the
Stations of the Cross, Divine Mercy Chaplet.

¢ You can visit a cemetery to pray for the departed.

¢ Fast, give alms, or do some other work of mercy on
their behalf.

TIIIIIIIEE

Join our mailing list and stay connected
via email or text.
Scan this QR code and stay up to
date on future events, opportuni-
ties, and more at St. Joseph Parishl!

We'll only send
parish-related Information

Do you have questions about
St. Joseph Catholic School or are
interested in registering this 2026/27 school year?

Please contact Chris wells at
princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org.

Traveling This Summer?
MassTimes.org provides worship

times,
locations, contact information, websites and
maps of over 117,000 churches and 201
countries and territories.

THE WORD OF GOD 1S PROCLAIMED
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Why is it so important to register in a Parish?
Registration is the official way we join a parish community. Many people think that because they attend a par-
ticular parish they automatically belong. At times young adults who have moved away for years or are still
living with their parents think they are still signed up under their parent’s registration. But membership requires
signing up, formally enrolling yourself in a parish. Registration is a commitment to a community, a way to be
included in the religious, social and ministerial activities of your parish.

We encourage and invite all adult members of our faith community (18 years or older) to register.

Registration shows you belong. Being a registered parishioner makes the process much easier when it is
time for infant baptisms, weddings, and when asked to be a Godparent for Baptism or Sponsor for
Confirmation. Registering in your parish is a statement of faith and confidence in the life and work of
your parish.

To register at St. Joseph Church, you can stop by the parish office for a registration form or go to our website
https://www.stjoecatholic.com/forms, fill out the registration form and either email, mail or drop it off in the
collection basket at Mass.
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HALL  columbianhall.org 1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

B Steven W. Chanchedt DMD, MS

M specialistin Orthodontics
Craating ® Brontifud © Confident @ Swibis

ALET AUTO CARE, INC.
Since 1983
o (2257 F Bickup Toppers
» Truck Accessories
+ Tonneau Covers
* LEER Frickup Toppers
Over 100 new and used

toppers on site! Factory
seconds also avallable.

catholicmatch®
Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

ilase

Lansing » 517.321.0238 5t. Johns 0.2 24,2404

www.charchutortho.com

CﬂthOliC \ 610 Nbilvuslfiorl, J\;‘lt. Pleasant IN LOVING
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« Holy Days & Feast Days Richard Gutknecht HERE
* Notes Sections & more! . ||
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'm lovin’ it
Text Mi328 to 38000

McDonald’s of Si. Johns

Owners, Brandon & Kelly Van Poppelen

ﬁiocesan.comlshop

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Greg Pope ~ 616-295-0390
gpope@diocesan.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

) 03/@(34@

" FURNITURE

Downtown Fowler
Interior design
service available

e

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

BUY FIREWOOD & SALT |

every week.

For further information, please call the parish office.
Mon. - Fri.
Simply g0 to E [ 8:00am - 5:30pm
www.DM.CHURCH/1034 e 989-224-9367
A 700 N. US-27
...Or scan -} =R bl YOUR FULL SERVICE AUTO EXPERTS  St. Johns, MI 48879
= Radio | . scheduled Maintenance « Engine Repair « Air Conditioning Service
« Transmissions « Brake Service « Alignments « Shocks & Struts
ogoDISCOVERMASS IUIN us AHEH MASS' TUNE IN « Exhaust System Repair « Tires « Tune-ups « Oil Changes
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M emailed to you Your Parish in e
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http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340225
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St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis
HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

- Your Diamond Source -

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

FAMILY
FUNERAL HOMES

@5 OOJ CHAPEL
SEV N LOVING
{| MEMORY OF

Avery Murphy

S T j R AGE
Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners
989-292-4477 - mintcitystorage.com
SELF STORAGE UNITS - RV PARKING

Our family,
Serving yours.

fi

104 E. Cass St., St. Johns « 989.224.2365 g Ql »

Rehmann’s

Downtown 5t. lohns
Men's Wear, Tux Rental, Shoes,
Jean Shop =nd Big & Tall Dept.
(989) 224-2139
|

THE HUB
TIRE CENTER BFGoodrich

Alignment, Brake, Diesel & Gas Engine Repair
Serving Clinton County Since 1963

\GRICULTURAL » COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL || St. Vincent de Paul Store
) 1009 S. US-27 = St. Johns

T.H. MILLER =S
Q I IS /989-224-8852

[EXCAVATING, INC.
SJORDAN MILLER, Owner  989- 5\93~3399§1 Hours Mon-Fri 9-5 = Sat 9-3

AN
UNIRDYAL
I

TOM MILLER, Owner

819 N US 27 hubtires.com 224-3218
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989.224.9211
Mark Smith, owner

K. FEDEWA

DESIGN-REMODEL-BUILD
www.kfedewabuilders.com ¢ (517) 388-6123
Kurt & Kelly Fedewa * Owners

Tir‘r:Jandernc.)a@Iive.com _'i\
Call TIM JANDERNOA 4

Cell 989.666.6426 + Kent989.292.7502
2761 N. US Highway 27 - St. Johns JOE MULLANEY

/ \
“E 389-224-0004 Broker ¢ Owner
AUT ARE Collision & Light Mechanical Repairs 3860 through 2025
< > Pre-Dwned Vehicles for Sale REAMIX Listed & Sold By Joe!

Parishioner Tom Thelen « Owner
A= 517-204-4004

* Roasted Beans ¢ Canola Meal * Custom Mixing
« Soybean Meal * Soyhull Pellets * Cottonseed
* Dry Distillers Grain ¢ Dry Animal Fat

Call for a quote today!
(989) 593-3104
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504 E. Steel
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TOM MULLANEY, MASTER ELECTRICIAN 24 HR. SERVICE
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Graceful
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* Trenchless Sewer

& Sgplie e sms
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6218 Wright Rd. - Westphalia « 587-6511 + Management Training

www.simonbrotherslic.com
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