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Pastoral�Care�
Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Deacon�Jerry�Fust�
Deacon�Eric�Elstro�
�

Worship�
Music�•�Jeff�Richards�
�

Parish�Life�
Parish�Council�•�Dick�Weller�
Finance�Council�•�Sco��Dzurka�
Parish�Secretary�•�Judi�Thelen�
Business�Manager�•�Steve�Thelen�
Maintenance�•��Glenn�Esch�
School�Custodian�•�Steve�Dyer�
�

Family�Ministries�
Marriage�Prepara'on�•�Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Bap'sm�•�Please�contact�the�parish�office�
St.�Joseph�School�•�Chris�Wells�
Religious�Educa'on��Jen�Nelson�
Confirma'on�•��Jen�Nelson�
Chris'an�Ini'a'on�of�Adults�•��Amanda�Grigar�
�

Please�call�the�parish�office�for�more��
informa�on�on�our�Family�Ministries.�

�

Medical�Emergencies�requiring�an�
Anoin�ng�of�the�Sick,��

please�call�989-227-1244.�
�

�

St.�Joseph�School:�(989)�224-2421�
Religious�Educa�on�Office:�(989)�224-8537�
�
Regular�Mass�Schedule��
Saturday�•�5:00�p.m.�
Sunday�•�8:00�a.m.,�10:00�a.m.,�12:00�p.m.�
Mass�in�Spanish�•��6:00�p.m.�
(Holy�Days�•�Consult�the�bulle'n)�
�
Sacrament�of�Reconcilia�on��
Tuesday�•�5:30�p.m.�
Saturday�•�4:00�p.m.�
Prayer�Tree��
Parish�Office:�(989)-224-8994�

ALL�ARE�WELCOME!�
St.�Joseph�is�a�place�of�refreshment,�peace�and�
love,�a�place�of�ministry�and�renewal.�
We�welcome�you�to�be�part�of�our�faith�
community�where�the�Word�of�God�is�
proclaimed,�friendship�is�offered�and�the�
Sacraments�are�celebrated.�

110099��LLiinnddeenn��SSttrreeeett��
SSaaiinntt��JJoohhnnss,,��MMiicchhiiggaann��4488887799--11883377��
((998899))��222244--88999944��
FFaaxx::��((998899))��222244--33447755��
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm��
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm��
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Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
and�their�families,�
especially:�
�

Adam�
Ari�
Chris�
Dena�
Don�
�Jill�
Kristi�

Michael�
Sawyer�Ballinger�
Jan�Coffman�
Sherri�Couch�
Verena�DeBoer�
Mary�Enneking�
Keith�Enneking�
Trisha�Fisher�

Friend�
Jack�Hagerty�

Korine�
Teresa�MIller�

Myah�

Patrick�
Jenny�Pytlowanyj�
Deacon�Marv�&�Tita�

Robertson�
Patricia�Rojas�
Mary�Schmitt�

Joan�Schrauben�
Sherri�

Cel�Zuker�Southard�
Anne�Thelen�
Katelyn�T.�

Kensington�Theis�
Jennifer�

Brad�Walker�
Millie�Wassa�
Dan�Yurek�

�
�

Please�pray�for�our�
parishioners�in�the�
service,��especially:�

Jake�Hoskins�
Jacob�Longoria�
Eric�Martin�

Colby�Munger��
Adam�Novak�

Murray�Palmatier�
Alex�Rojas�

David�Seperic�
Noel�Smith�II�

Jordan�Van�Amburg�
��
�
�
�
�
�
�

To�add�or�remove�a����
name�from�the��
bulle�n�prayer�list,�
please�call�the�parish�
office:�989-224-8994�or�
email�
Stjosephchurchst-�
johns@gmail.com�
*Please�note:�only�
immediate�family�
members�may�add�
names�to�the�bulle�n.�

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

�The�Sanctuary�Lamp�
will�burn�from��

August�16-22,�2026�
In�memory�of�
AAllaann��SSiimmoonn��

�
�
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday�●�August�17�
Ezekiel�24:15-23/Ma#hew�19:16-22��
No�Mass�

�
�

Tuesday�●�August�18�
Ezekiel�28:1-10/�Ma#hew�19:23-30�
6:00�p.m.��Mass�� †Leonard�and��†Helen�McCarney�
�
Wednesday�●�August�19�
Ezekiel�34:1-11/Ma#hew�20:1-16�
12:05�p.m.�Mass� †Mary�Fox� � �
� � � By:��James�and��Susan�Schaefer�
�
Thursday�●�August�20�
Ezekiel�36:23-28/Ma#hew�22:1-14��
8:30�a.m.�Mass�� †Mary�Heath� � �
� � � By:��Terry�and�Lori�Pung� �
�
Friday�●��August�21�
Ezekiel�37:1-14/Ma#hew�22:34-40�
8:30�a.m.��Mass� †Bruce�and�†Chris�ne�Shaw�
�
�

Saturday�●�August�22�
Ezekiel�43:1-7ab/Ma#hew�23:1-12�
5:00�p.m.�Mass� �The�Canoniza�on�of�Frederic�Ozanam
� � � By:�Society�of�St.�Vincent�dePaul�
� �
�
Sunday�●��August�23�
Isaiah�22:19-23/Romans�11:33-36/Ma#hew�16:13-20�
8:00�a.m.���Mass� �†Doris�M�Orson�
� � � By:�Kathy�Orson�
�
10:00�a.m.�Mass� People�of�the�Parish�
�
�
12:00�p.m.�Mass� †Nancy�Andrews�� �
� � � By:��Pat�and�Debbie�Thiede�
�
�
6:00�p.m.���Mass��in�Spanish�
� �

RReesstt��iinn��PPeeaaccee�
Our�prayers�and�sympathies��
to�the�family�and�friends�of�

EEdd��CChhooppee��

Heavenly�Father,�Lord�of�the�Harvest,�
Call�forth�vocations�to�the�priesthood��

from�our�Diocese�and�families.�
Jesus,�Eternal�High�Priest,�

Give�us�men�willing�to�sacrifice�and�serve.��
Make�their�hearts�after�your�own�Sacred�Heart.�

Holy�Spirit,�Everlasting�Love��
between�the�Father�and�Son,��

strengthen,�inspire,��
and�set�men�on�fire�with�divine�charity.���

Grant�them�the�courage��
to�say�yes�to�their�vocation.�

Holy�Mary,��Mother�of��God,�Mother�of�priests,��
comfort�and�protect�your�sons�
as�they�discern�their�call.���
with�Saint�Joseph,��

may�they�know�your�love�and�companionship��
as�they�deepen�their�relationship�with�Jesus.�
Immaculate�Heart�of�Mary,�pray�for�us.�

St.�Anne,�pray�for�us�
St.�John�Vinney,�patron�saint�of�priests,��

pray�for�us.�
�

Prayforvocations.com�
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 

WE ARE ALL  
EVANGELIZERS 
(and�whatever�else�is�on�
Deacon�Eric’s�mind)�

Faith�and�Perseverance�
There’s�a�little�bit�of�irony�in�this�
week’s�gospel�from�Matthew�
compared�to�last�week�and�it�has�to�
do�with�faith.��Last�week,�in�the�
gospel�where�Jesus�walks�on�water,�
he�chided�Peter,�and�through�him,�
the�rest�of�the�apostles.��“O�you�of�
little�faith”�he�stated�as�Peter,�who�
started�out�walking�on�the�water�at�
Jesus’�invitation,�sank�when�he�took�
his�eyes�off�of�the�Lord.��Fear�had�
overtaken�faith.�
�
Fast�forward�to�this�week�and�we�
have�the�Gentile,�identified�as�a�
Canaanite�woman,�who�comes�to�
Jesus�begging�for�him�to�drive�a�
demon�out�of�her�daughter.��In�what�
we�might�see�today�as�rude,�Jesus�
ignores�her,�saying�only�“I�was�sent�
only�to�the�lost�sheep�of�the�house�
of�Israel.”��She�pleads�a�second�
time�and�the�Lord�responds�“It�is�not�
right�to�take�the�food�of�the�children�
and�throw�it�to�the�dogs.”�
�
Despite�the�implication�that�she�and�
her�children�were�no�better�than�
pets,�she�says�“Please�Lord,�for�
even�the�dogs�eat�the�scraps�that�
fall�from�the�table�of�their�masters.”��

The�final�plea�creates�a�turnaround�
by�the�Lord�and�he�agreed�to�her�
request,�saying�”O�woman,�great�is�
your�faith!”���So�we�have�a�non-Jew�
rewarded�for�her�faith�in�Jesus,�
which�contrasts�to�the�apostles’�lack�
of�faith�last�week,�despite�their�
exposure�to�Jesus’�teachings�and�
miracles.���
�
The�Canaanite�woman�is�actually�a�
role�model�for�us�on�three�fronts.��
First,�is�the�above�stated�faith.��Even�
though�she�was�not�a��Jew,�she�
trusted�in�the�divine�authority�of�
Jesus,�calling�him�Lord.��Secondly,�
she�showed�great�perseverance,�
something�we�need�to�do�in�our�
prayer�life.��And�lastly,�she�exhibited�
humility,�as�noted�by�her�
persistence,�even�after�the�imply-
cation�that�she�was�on�the�same�
plane�as�a�dog.��She�made�no�claim�
on�the�Messiah�or�the�God�of�Israel.��
She�just�believed.�
�
NOTES�OF�SADNESS:��This�week�
marks�the�passing�of�a�couple�St.�
Johns�icons�-�one�long-time�Knights�
of�Columbus,�Ed�Chope,�and�one�
business,�Dershey’s�Café,�founded�
by�another�great�knight,�Roger�
Dershem.��For�years�Ed�ran�the�
coffee�and�donuts�program�after�
Sunday�Masses�at�St.�Joe’s�before�
it�was�just�too�much�for�him�to�do�
and�the�program�went�into�hiatus�for�
a�couple�years.��Ed’s�ability�to�get�

around�in�recent�months�really�
slowed�him�down,�but�he�was�at�
Mass�every�week�he�was�able�to�
make.��
�
And�Dershey’s�closed�down�this�
week�after�29�years,�with�Roger’s�
daughter�Dianne�running�the�place�
after�her�father’s�death�in�2022.��It�
was�more�than�a�diner,�it�was�what�I�
would�call�a�”secular�house�of�
prayer.”��Dianne�would�regularly�
step�away�from�the�grill�and�join�
patrons�for�a�prayer�for�anyone�who�
was�in�need--providing�food�for�the�
body�and�soul.�
�
God�blessed�this�community�with�Ed�
Chope�and�Dershey’s�Café.��They�
will�be�missed.�
�

��
DDeeaaccoonn��EErriicc���
deaconeric@hotmail.com�
�
�
�
�
Please�note:��There�will�be�no�new�
Youtube�columns�until�this�fall.�
�
�
You�can�now�watch�and�listen��to���
�Deacon�Eric’s�previous�columns�
through�this�link�on�Youtube.��
https://www.youtube.com/
catholicChurch-StJohns�

�
�
�
�
TThhee����MMoosstt��RReevveerreenndd��EEaarrll��BBooyyeeaa��

Bishop�of�Lansing�
Cordially�invites�you�to�

AA��cceelleebbrraattiioonn��ooff��yyoouurr��mmaarrrriiaaggee��
on�Saturday,�September�12,�2026�
At�5:00�p.m.�in�the�afternoon�

St.�Patrick�Church�
710�Rickett�Rd.,�Brighton�MI�

�
Holy�Mass�followed�by�Dessert�Reception�

�in�the�parish�hall�
Register�at��

dioceseoflansing.org/event/anniversary-mass26�

St.�Joseph�Parish�Summer��
Faith�Series:�

Understanding�the��
Western�Schism�

�

Wednesday,�August�19,�2026�
�

6:00�p.m.�in�the�lower�level�of�the�church�
Imagine�a�Church�so�divided�that�even�the�saints�couldn’t�agree�on�
who�the�pope�was---for�nearly�forty�years,�this�was�the�reality�of�the�
Catholic� Church.� � Who� do� you� obey� when� the� Church� herself� is�
split?� � Adults� and� teens� are� invited� to� join� us� as� we� explore� the�
Western�Schism,�one�of�the�greatest�crises�in�Catholic�history.�
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�� LLiittuurrggiiccaall��MMiinniisstteerrss†��
AAuugguusstt��2222��aanndd��2233��

AAllttaarr��SSeerrvveerrss::����������5:00�p.m.��� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 10:00�a.m.� Eli�P�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 12:00�p.m.� Volunteer� �
� � � Volunteer��
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy��MMiinniisstteerrss��ooff��HHoollyy��CCoommmmuunniioonn::�
� � ��������5:00�p.m.� Group��1�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Group��1�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group��1�
� 12:00�p.m.� Group��1�
�
LLeeccttoorrss:����������� 5:00�p.m.� Lisa�W.�
� 8:00�a.m.� Bob�P.�
� 10:00�a.m.� Tori�S.�
� 12:00�p.m.� Debbie�T.�
�
UUsshheerrss:��������� 5:00�p.m.� Group�5B�
� 8:00�a.m.� Group�8B�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group�10B�
� �������������������12:00�p.m.� Group�12A�
�
CCoolllleeccttiioonn��CCoouunntteerrss::����August�17� �������Group�1�
�� ��
SSaannccttuuaarryy��CClleeaanneerrss:��Sue�Fox�and�Helen�Kus�

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

The�Children’s�Collection�for�August�
�will�be�donated�to:��

HELP�Pregnancy�Aid,�Inc.�
�

August�8�and�9�� �������������$��16.25�
�

���������� ���Total�for�the�month:�� �����������$�53.50�

SFGHIJKLMNO�
For�the�weekend�of�August�15,�2026�
Adults�(145+��)�giCs�Including�online�giving:�……..$25,109.76�
Loose�Cash:…………………………………………….……..........$921.55�
Total:…………………………………………………………..……$24,188.21�
�
Other�GiPs�Received�
Educa'on�Trust�Fund:�……………………………………………$�95.00�
Building�Fund:������………………………………………………....��$91.00�
Tui'on�Scholarship�Fund:�………………………………..……��$��5.00��
�
Our�weekly�average�since�July�1,�2026�is��$18,779.22.������If�we��
con'nue�to�keep�this�average,�we�will��not�meet�our�budgeted�
goal.�

K-8th�Grades�Religious�Education�Start�Date:�
Wednesday:��September�9th�K-8th�Grades�Fami-
ly�Mass�at�6:00�p.m.,�class�and�parent�meeting�in�
the�church�
�
Sacramental�Preparation�Start�Dates:�
Wednesday:��September�16:��9th�Grade�Confir-
mation�Candidate�and�Sponsor�Meet�at�6:30�
p.m.�in�the�church.�
�
Thursday,�September�24:��First�Reconciliation/
Communion��Parent/Child�session�at�6:00�p.m.�in�
the�lower�level�of�the�church�for�all�families�and�
children�seeking�First�Communion�in�the�Spring�
of�2027.�
�
K-9�Grade�Registration�Forms,�First�Communion�and��
Confirmation�Applications�are�available�on�the�
stjoecatholic.com�website�and�near�the�church�main�
entrance.���
�
Contact�Jen�Nelson�for�more�information�at�(989)�224-
8537�or�dre.stjoseph@gmail.com�

KITCHEN�STAFF�OPPORTUNITY�
St.�Joseph�Catholic�School� is� looking� for�an� individual� to�
fill�a�2-hour�position�to�work�in�the�kitchen�Monday-Friday�
from�10:45�am�to�12:45�p.m.�for�the�start�of�the�upcoming�
school�year.��Candidate�must�be�flexible,�pay�close�atten-
tion�to�details,�and�strive�to�uphold�our�Catholic�teachings.���
(Work�time�may�be�more�or�less�depending�on�the�day).��
�
Please�email�or�call�Erica�for�more�details.���
989-224-2421�or��
kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org.�

Do�you�have�questions�about��
St.�Joseph�Catholic�School�or�are�
interested�in�registering�this�
2026/27�school�year?���
�
Please�contact�Chris�wells�at�
princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org.�
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THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED                               5 

Diocese�of�Mandeville,�Jamaica�
Mission�Appeal�Weekend��

August�15/16�
Through� our� Outreach� Ministry� we� provide� food,�
clothing� and� housing� for� the� poor� throughout� our�
diocese.� � Many� poor� families/individuals� live� in�
shacks� made� of� boards/tin/cardboard/palm�
branches.��They�have�no�access�to�running�����wa-
ter,�electricity�or�bathrooms.��One�man�was� living�
in�a�chicken�coop.� �Many�live�with� their� � �children�
in�overcrowded�situations�with�multiple�families� in�
one� small� house.� � Some� are� trying� to� escape���
abusive� relationships;� some� are� squatting;� some�
are�being�evicted�because�they�lack�the�means�to�
pay�rent.� �The�Diocese�of�Mandeville,� in�conjunc-
tion� with� volunteers,� has� a� � � � � housing� ministry�
through� which� we� construct� � � simple� houses� for�
those�most�in�need.��This�year,�with�the��destruc-
tive�path�left�by�Hurricane���Melissa�we�are�faced�
with� many� urgent� calls� for� help.� � Your� financial��
assistance�will�enable�us� to�continue� to�put�hum-
ble�roofs�over�the�heads�of�so�many�who�are�now�
destitute.���

�
�
�
�

�
�

��
��
��

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss��oonn��nneewwllyy��bbaappttiizzeedd��
��

AAyyllaa��RRoossee��SScchhrraauubbeenn��
daughter�of�Tate�and�Patricia�(Sandborn)�Schrauben�

��

SSoopphhiiaa��GGrraaccee��SScchhrraauubbeenn��
daughter�of�Tate�and�Patricia�(Sandborn)�Schrauben�

��

MMaaee��PPhhyylllliiss��MMoottzz��

daughter�to�Anthony�and�Mackenzie�(Graff)�Motz�
��

LLuuccyy��JJoo��WWoooodd��
daughter�to�Taylor�and�Keva�(Feldpausch)�Wood�

��

MMyyaa��JJoo��MMaanniieezz��
daughter�to�Hunter�and�Jennifer�(Bosworth)�Maniez�

��

RRiilleeyy��AAllttoonn��HHuunnggeerrffoorrdd��
son�to�Corey�and�Anna�(Bosworth)�Hungerford�

�

OOnn��AAuugguusstt��99,,��22002266��

Jubilee�Year�of�St.�Francis�Pilgrimage�
St.�Francis�Retreat�Center��
Tuesday,�August�25,�2026�
10:30�a.m.�to�2:00�p.m.�

This� celebration� includes� a� walking� rosary,� confession,�
Mass,� Adoration,� and� veneration� of� relics� of� the� True�
Cross� and� St.� Francis� of� Assisi.� � RSVP� at�
www.stfrancis.ws/jubilee�or�call�St.�Francis�Retreat�Center�
at�517-669-8321.���

Additional�opportunities�are�offered�on��
October�3�and��November�11,�2026.�

Traveling�this�summer?���
MassTimes.org�provides�worship�times,�

locations,�contact�info,�websites�and�maps�of�
over�117,000�churches��

in�201�countries�and�territories.�



�
TWENTIETH�SUNDAY�IN�ORDINARY�TIME� � � � �������������AUGUST�16,�2026�

�

6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

�
�
�
�

There�will�be�NO��
“Kindred�Friends”��
Meeting�in�August.���

The�Importance�of�Mass�
Did�the�early�Christians�think�going�to�Mass�on�
Sunday,�celebrating�the�Eucharist,�was�im-
portant?�
�
First,�Jesus�wouldn’t�have�commanded�the�
Apostles�to�offer�the�Eucharist�if�He�didn't�want�
them�to�do�it.��The�early�Christians�did�this�each�
Sunday�in�their�homes.��See�Acts�2:42.��“They�
devoted�themselves�to�the�teaching�of�the�apos-
tles,�and�to�the�communal�life,�to�the�breaking�of�
the�bread�(Eucharist),�and�to�the�prayers.”��St.�
Paul�writes�of�the�Eucharistic�and�its�celebration�
in�1�Corinthians�1:23-26,�in�which�he�recounts�
the�words�of�Jesus�at�the�Last�Supper,�and�con-
tinues,�“For�as�often�as�you�eat�this�bread�and�
drink�the�cup,�you�proclaim�the�death�of�the�Lord�
until�He�comes.”�(V.2)��The�Letter�to�the��He-
brews�also�states,�“We�should�not�stay�away�
from�our�assembly�(the�worship�assembly�of�the�
Christian�community,�the�Mass�as�the�highest,�
most�perfect�form�of�worship),�as�is�the�custom�
of�some,�but�encourage�one�another,…”��
� � � � � (Heb�10:25)�

Join�us�at�St.�Joseph�Parish�
6:30�p.m.��

in�the�lower�level�of�the�church�
�

���� ��Thursdays:��August�20�
�����������������������������������August�27�
�����������������������������������September�3�
�����������������������������������September�10�
�����������������������������������September�17�
�����������������������������������September�24�
�����������������������������������October�1�

�

�
�
�

St.�Mary�5K�Run/Walk,�and�
Kids�Run�

September�19,�2026�
Registration�now�open!�

�
�
Registration�is�now�open!��Register�online�at:�
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Westphalia/StMaryFamilyFest.�
In�addition,�paper�registration�forms�are�available�for�down-
load�at�this�site.�
�
Please�contact�Darren�and�Becky�Kramer�at�(517)�626-2098�
or�at�stmaryrunwalk@gmail.com�with�any�questions.�

Thank�you�in�advance�for�your�support.���
�

See�you�at�the�starting�line!�
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�

In�a�Lansing�Area�Hospital�and�need�the��
Anointing�of�the�Sick?�

�
When�you�or�your�loved�one�is�ill,�receiving�the�Sac-
rament�of�the�Sick�is�important.��When�in�a�Lansing�
area�hospital,�please�let�your�attending�nurse�know�
you�would� like�the�Anointing�of� the�Sick.� �They�will�
contact�the�chaplain�who�will,�in�turn,�
contact�a�local�priest�who�is�“on�call”�
to�come�and�give�you�the�sacrament.��
This� is� the� quickest� way� for� you� or�
your� loved�one�to�receive�the�sacra-
ment,� if� they�didn’t�already�receive�it�
before�going�into�the�hospital.�

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY
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Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559
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