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Pastoral�Care�
Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Deacon�Jerry�Fust�
Deacon�Eric�Elstro�
�

Worship�
Music�•�Jeff�Richards�
�

Parish�Life�
Parish�Council�•�Dick�Weller�
Finance�Council�•�Sco��Dzurka�
Parish�Secretary�•�Judi�Thelen�
Business�Manager�•�Steve�Thelen�
Maintenance�•��Glenn�Esch�
School�Custodian�•�Steve�Dyer�
�

Family�Ministries�
Marriage�Prepara'on�•�Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Bap'sm�•�Please�contact�the�parish�office�
St.�Joseph�School�•�Chris�Wells�
Religious�Educa'on��Jen�Nelson�
Confirma'on�•��Jen�Nelson�
Chris'an�Ini'a'on�of�Adults�•��Amanda�Grigar�
�

Please�call�the�parish�office�for�more��
informa�on�on�our�Family�Ministries.�

�

Medical�Emergencies�requiring�an�
Anoin�ng�of�the�Sick,��

please�call�989-227-1244.�
�

�

St.�Joseph�School:�(989)�224-2421�
Religious�Educa�on�Office:�(989)�224-8537�
�
Regular�Mass�Schedule��
Saturday�•�5:00�p.m.�
Sunday�•�8:00�a.m.,�10:00�a.m.,�12:00�p.m.�
Mass�in�Spanish�•��6:00�p.m.�
(Holy�Days�•�Consult�the�bulle'n)�
�
Sacrament�of�Reconcilia�on��
Tuesday�•�5:30�p.m.�
Saturday�•�4:00�p.m.�
Prayer�Tree��
Parish�Office:�(989)-224-8994�

ALL�ARE�WELCOME!�
St.�Joseph�is�a�place�of�refreshment,�peace�and�
love,�a�place�of�ministry�and�renewal.�
We�welcome�you�to�be�part�of�our�faith�
community�where�the�Word�of�God�is�
proclaimed,�friendship�is�offered�and�the�
Sacraments�are�celebrated.�

110099��LLiinnddeenn��SSttrreeeett��
SSaaiinntt��JJoohhnnss,,��MMiicchhiiggaann��4488887799--11883377��
((998899))��222244--88999944��
FFaaxx::��((998899))��222244--33447755��
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm��
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm��
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Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
and�their�families,�
especially:�
�

Adam�
Ari�
Chris�
Dena�
Don�
�Jill�
Kristi�

Michael�
Sawyer�Ballinger�
Jan�Coffman�
Sherri�Couch�
Verena�DeBoer�
Mary�Enneking�
Keith�Enneking�
Trisha�Fisher�

Friend�
Jack�Hagerty�

Korine�
Teresa�MIller�

Myah�

Patrick�
Jenny�Pytlowanyj�
Deacon�Marv�&�Tita�

Robertson�
Patricia�Rojas�
Mary�Schmitt�

Joan�Schrauben�
Sherri�

Cel�Zuker�Southard�
Anne�Thelen�
Katelyn�T.�

Kensington�Theis�
Jennifer�

Brad�Walker�
Millie�Wassa�
Dan�Yurek�

Please�pray�for�our�
parishioners�in�the�
service,��especially:�

Jake�Hoskins�
Jacob�Longoria�
Eric�Martin�

Colby�Munger��
Adam�Novak�

Murray�Palmatier�
Alex�Rojas�

David�Seperic�
Noel�Smith�II�

Jordan�Van�Amburg�

�To�add�or�remove�a����
name�from�the��
bulle�n�prayer�list,�
please�call�the�parish�
office:�989-224-8994�or�
email�
Stjosephchurchst-�
johns@gmail.com�
*Please�note:�only�
immediate�family�
members�may�add�
names�to�the�bulle�n.�

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

�The�Sanctuary�Lamp�
will�burn�from��

August�30-September�5,�2026�
In�memory�of�

JJooaannnn��WWaallttoonn��

�
�
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday�●�August�31�
1�Corinthians�2:1-5/Luke�4:16-30��
No�Mass�

�
�

Tuesday�●�September�1�
1�Corinthians�2:10b-16/Luke�4:31-37�
6:00�p.m.��Mass�� †Brenda�Hogan� � �
� � � By:��Doug�Hogan�and�Family�
�
Wednesday�●�September�2�
1�Corinthians�3:1-9/Luke�4:38-44�
12:05�p.m.�Mass� †Ron�Schneider� � �
� � � By:��Family� �
� �
Thursday�●�September�3�
1�Corinthians�3:18-23/Luke�5:1-11��
8:30�a.m.�Mass�� †Steve,�†Debbie�and�†Alex�Pastor�
�
Friday�●��September�4�
1�Corinthians�4:1-5/Luke�5:33-39�
8:30�a.m.��Mass� †William�Karber�
�
�

Saturday�●�September�5�
1�Corinthians�4:6b-15/Luke�6:1-5�
8:30�a.m.��Mass����For�an�End�to�Abor�on�
�
5:00�p.m.�Mass� �†Jimmy�Clark� � �
� � � By:�Tom�and�Brenda�Thelen�Family�
� � �
Sunday�●��September�6�
Ezekiel�33:7-9/Romans�13:8-10/Ma2hew�18:15-20�
8:00�a.m.���Mass� �†Floyd�and�†Marge�Prater�
� � � By:�Tom�and�Brenda�Thelen�Family�
�
10:00�a.m.�Mass� People�of�the�Parish�
�
12:00�p.m.�Mass� †Mark�Simon� � �
� � � By:��Family�
�
6:00�p.m.���Mass��in�Spanish�
� � Deceased�Members�of�the�Knights�of�
� � Columbus�Council�3281�

Exposition	of	the	Blessed	Sacrament	
September	4-5,	2026	

The�Blessed�Sacrament�will�be�Exposed�for�Adoration�
following�First�Friday�Mass�at�8:30�a.m.�on�September�
4th�until�Benediction�and�Mass�on�September�5th�at�
8:30�a.m.�
�
We	are	in	need	of	subs	at	the	following	times:	

�
Friday,�September�4:��1:00�a.m.�(2�needed),�
1:00� p.m.,� 2:00� p.m.� 3:00� p.m.� and� 5:00�
p.m.�
Saturday,�September�5:��3:00�a.m.�
�
Please� text� or� call� Rebecca� at� 989-292-
2072�if�you�will�attend�one�of�these�hours,�or�
sign�up�in�the�church�gathering�space.�
�

Your� help� in� making� this� time� of� Exposition� of� the�
Blessed�Sacrament�possible�on�this�Labor�Day�week-
end�is�much�appreciated!�

Please	 note:	 	 On	 First	 Friday,	 the	 main	 church	
doors	will	 be	 open	 until	 approximately	 5:00	 p.m.		
The	ramp�door�will	remain	open	for	Adoration.	
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 

WE ARE ALL  
EVANGELIZERS 
(and�whatever�else�is�on�
Deacon�Eric’s�mind)�

Evangelization	Comes	in	
Different	Shapes	
	
What	do	you	think	of	when	you	
hear	the	word	“evangelization”?	
Missionaries	in	far-off	countries?	
A	preacher	standing	on	the	
corner	of	a	busy	street?	
Perhaps	the	famous	proverb	
often	attributed	to	St.	Francis	of	
Assisi:		“Preach	the	Gospel	at	all	
times;	use	words	when	
necessary.”�
�
Such�are�the�words�of�Casey�
Vandenberg,�the�new�Director�of�
Evangelization�for�the�Lansing�
Diocese�in�the�newest�issue�of�
“Faith”�magazine�(Sept�2026).�And�
in�this�interesting�article�Vandenberg�
looks�at�his�own�life�and�all�the�
snippets�of�evangelization�that�came�
his�way�during�his�life—each�in�its�
specific�shape�and�size.�
�
Vandenberg�recounts�his�youth�as�a�
non-Christian�and�all�of�the�little�
instances�that�led�to�his�conversion�
to�Catholicism,�such�as�an�invite�to�
a�Church,�taking�a�philosophy�class�
on�St.�Thomas�Aquinas�and:�“sitting�
in�the�beautiful�Basilica�of�St.��
Adalbert�in�Grand�Rapids,�beginning�
to�experience�what�J.R.R.�Tolkien�

describes�as�“the�never-ceasing�
silent�appeal�of�Tabernacle,�and�
the�sense�of�starving�hunger”�for�the�
Lord.�
�
He�goes�on�to�say�that�the�evangel-
ization�that�he�taught�at�Lansing�
Catholic�High�School�was�just�
as�important�as�answering�
questions�from�his�kids�at�bedtime�
“about�death,�forgiveness�and�a�
million�other�questions.”��Evangel-
ization�for�him�also�extended�to�
conversations�with�non-Catholic�
adult�friends�about�what�the�Church�
believes�and�practices.�
�
This�article�prompted�me�to�go�back�
and�review�some�of�my�early�articles�
in�this�column’s�infant�stages�when�
the�column’s�specific�goal�was�
teaching�what�evangelization�meant�
because�it�was�certainly�not�in�the�
average�Catholic’s�lexicon�at�the�
time.�One�of�those�column’s�made�
me�smile�because�it�touched�on�
much�of�what�Vandenberg�recalls�
from�his�own�life.�
�
In�that�2014�column,�right�after�we�
had�received�a�dozen�new�
parishioners�into�the�Church�at�
Easter�Vigil,�I�noted�how�author�
Matthew�Kelly�had�devised�a�three-
step�process�for�us�to�consider�
when�encouraging�others�to�join�the�
Church.�His�steps�involve�friendship,�
generosity�and�answers.�If�our�
friendship�or�other�close�relationship�
is�genuine,�then�the�door�to�

conversation�about�faith�is�already�
open�because�of�an�already�
established�respect�between�the�two�
parties.�
�
Now�we�often�think�of�generosity�in�
a�financial�sense,�but�it�also�comes�
in�the�form�of�love�and�compassion.�
This�Kelly�says�is�“disarming�and�
attractive.”�To�this�point,�Kelly�notes�
the�growth�of�the�early�Church�relied�
strongly�on�acting�in�a�friendly�and�
generous�manner�in�a�society�where�
that�wasn’t�the�norm.�This�created�
the�desire�by�non-Christians�to�join�
the�Church�prompted�by�the�thought�
“I�want�what�they�have.”�Kelly’s�third�
element�is�to�have�answers.�If�we�
don’t�know�our�faith�well�enough�to�
answer�an�inquirer’s�questions,�we�
can’t�give�them�what�they�need.�Go�
to�our�adult�faith�programs,�pull�up�
videos�from�“Formed”�on�topics�of�
your�choice�and�read�the�bible.�Be�
ready�for�“the�conversation”�when�
the�opportunity�presents�itself.�
�
��

DDeeaaccoonn��EErriicc��	
deaconeric@hotmail.com	
Please	note:		There	will	be	no	new	
Youtube	columns	until	this	fall.	
	
	
You�can�now�watch�and�listen��to���
�Deacon�Eric’s�previous�columns�
through�this�link�on�Youtube.��
https://www.youtube.com/
catholicChurch-StJohns	

�
�
�

TThhee����MMoosstt��RReevveerreenndd��EEaarrll��BBooyyeeaa��
Bishop�of�Lansing�

Cordially	invites	you	to	
AA��cceelleebbrraattiioonn��ooff��yyoouurr��mmaarrrriiaaggee��
on	Saturday,	September	12,	2026	

At�5:00�p.m.�in�the�afternoon�
St.	Patrick	Church	

710�Rickett�Rd.,�Brighton�MI�
	

Holy�Mass�followed�by�Dessert�Reception�
�in�the�parish�hall�

Register�at��
dioceseoflansing.org/event/anniversary-mass26�

The�SEARCH�
Curious�about�the�Catholic�faith?��Start�here.�

Do�you�find�yourself�asking�why�happiness�never�quite�lasts,�or�what�
you’re�really�searching�for�in�life?��If�you’ve�ever�wondered�about�be-
coming�Catholic-or�would�just�like�to�explore�the�big�ques'ons-you’re�
invited�to�join�us.�
�
The�Search,�a�series�featuring�real�stories�of�people�wrestling�with�life’s�
deepest�ques'ons,�the�first�step�in�our�Becoming�Catholic�(OCIA)�������
process.��No�commitment�required�to�check�it�out.�
�
Join�us�at�St.�Joseph�Parish,�6:30�p.m.�in�the�lower�lever�of�the�church�
on�Thursdays:��

September�3,�September�10,�September�17,�September�24��
and�October�1.�
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�� LLiittuurrggiiccaall��MMiinniisstteerrss†��
SSeepptteemmbbeerr����55��aanndd��66��

AAllttaarr��SSeerrvveerrss::����������5:00�p.m.��� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 10:00�a.m.� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 12:00�p.m.� Volunteer� �
� � � Volunteer��
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy��MMiinniisstteerrss��ooff��HHoollyy��CCoommmmuunniioonn::�
� � ��������5:00�p.m.� Group��3�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Group��3�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group��3�
� 12:00�p.m.� Group��3�
�
LLeeccttoorrss:����������� 5:00�p.m.� Ann�P.�

� 8:00�a.m.� Dean�H.�
� 10:00�a.m.� Joe�T.�
� 12:00�p.m.� Linda�S.�
�
UUsshheerrss:��������� 5:00�p.m.� Group�5A�
� 8:00�a.m.� Group�8D�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group�10D�
� �������������������12:00�p.m.� Group�12A�
�
CCoolllleeccttiioonn��CCoouunntteerrss::����August�31� �������Group�3�
�� ��
SSaannccttuuaarryy��CClleeaanneerrss:��Lori�Pung�and�LuAnn�Keilen�

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

SStt..��JJoosseepphh��SScchhooooll����
LLUUNNCCHH��MMEENNUU��
F������������� ��A"#"$��31-
S�)��*+���3,�2026�
Monday:� � Pancakes�with�syrup,�sausage,��
� � � hash�brown,�fruit,�and�milk.�
Tuesday:� � Corn�dog,�carrots,�fresh�fruit,��
� � � and�milk.� �
Wednesday:��� �� Chicken�poppers,�cucumbers,��
� � � fresh�fruit,�and�milk.�
Thursday:� � Cheese�stuffed�breadstick�with��
� � � dipping�sauce,�fresh�veggies,��
� � � fresh�fruit,�and�milk.�
FFrriiddaayy::�� � � NNoo��SScchhooooll�� �

Milk�choice�includes�chocolate�fat�free�milk��
or�white�1%�Low�fat�milk��

Lunches�are�$3.25�� � � Milk��$0.50�

Menu�is�subject�to�change,�based�on�
food�availability�from�suppliers.�

This�institution�is�an�equal�
opportunity�provider.�

The�Children’s�Collection�for�August�
�will�be�donated�to:��HELP�Pregnancy�Aid,�Inc.�

�

August�22/23�� �������������$����65.00�
���������� ���Total�for�the�month:�� �������$��152.00�

SFGHIJKLMNO�
For�the�weekend�of�August�23,�2026�
Adults�(265)�giHs�Including�online�giving:�………...$12,734.68�
Loose�Cash:…………………………………………….…….........�$804.00�
Total:…………………………………………………………..……$13,538.68�
�
Other�GiPs�Received�
Educa'on�Trust�Fund:�……………………………………………$128.00�
Building�Fund:������………………………………………………....�$965.00�
Tui'on�Scholarship�Fund:�………………………………..……�$257.00��
�
Our�weekly�average�since�July�1,�2026�is��$18,134.28.������If�we��
con'nue�to�keep�this�average,�we�will��not�meet�our�budgeted�
goal.�

K-8th	Grades	Religious	Education	Start	Date:	
Wednesday:��September�9th�K-8th�Grades�Family�Mass�at�
6:00�p.m.,�class�and�parent�meeting�in�the�church�
�
Sacramental	Preparation	Start	Dates:	
Wednesday:��September�16:��9th	Grade	Confirmation			
Candidate�and�Sponsor�Meet�at�6:30�p.m.�in�the�church.�
�
Thursday,�September�24:��First�Reconciliation/Communion��
Parent/Child�session�at�6:00�p.m.�in�the�lower�level�of�the�
church�for�all�families�and�children�seeking�1st	Communion	
in�the�Spring�of�2027.�
�
K-9�Grade�Registration�Forms,�First�Communion�and���
Confirmation�Applications�are�available�on�the��
stjoecatholic.com�website�and�near�the�church�main�������
entrance.���
�
Contact�Jen�Nelson�for�more�information�at�(989)�224-8537�
or�dre.stjoseph@gmail.com�

�
�
Dear�God,�
Thank�you�for�a�new�school�year.���
Please�bless�our�students,�teachers,�and�staff.���
Give�them�open�minds�to�learn,��
courage�to�face�new�challenges,���
and�hearts�full�of�kindness�for�one�another.���
Keep�them�safe�and�guide�their�steps�each�day.�
� � � � Amen�
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KITCHEN	STAFF	OPPORTUNITY	
St.�Joseph�Catholic�School�is�looking�for�an�individual�to�
fill� a� 2-hour� position� to� work� in� the� kitchen� Monday-
Friday� from�10:45�am�to�12:45�p.m.�for� the�start�of� the�
upcoming�school�year.��Candidate�must�be�flexible,�pay�
close�attention�to�details,�and�strive�to�uphold�our�Cath-
olic�teachings.���
(Work�time�may�be�more�or�less�depending�on�the�day).��
�
Please�email�or�call�Erica�for�more�details.���
989-224-2421�or��kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org.�

�
�
�
Ushers:� �We� truly� need� you� help!� � Especially� at�
our� � �5�p.m.�Mass,�but�Ushers� for�all�Masses�are�
needed.� � Please� call� the� parish� office� if� you� are�
interested�in�helping�out.��We’ll�train!!�
�
Lectors� and� Eucharistic� Ministers:� � Another�
great�gift�is�sharing�the�Word�of�the�Lord�or�distrib-
uting�Communion.��If�you�are�interested�in�learning�
about� being� a� Lector� or� Eucharistic� Minister,�
please� contact� the� parish� office� to� schedule� a�
training��session.�
�

Please�pray�about�joining��
one�of�our�ministries.�

The	St.	Vincent	de	Paul	Store	
St	Johns	MI	

1009�S�US�27�-�in�the�Southpoint�Mall�
Is	looking	for	additional	volunteers		

(men	and	women)	
	
The� ideal� candidates� must� enjoy� working� with� others.� You�
would�be� joining�other�awesome�volunteers�who�do�a�variety�
of� functions�to�help�us� in�our�ministry� to�serve�our�Neighbors�
in�Need.�Our�volunteers�often�form�lasting�friendships�with�the�
other�volunteers�on�their�shift.�
�
Our�volunteers:�accept�donations,�clean/test,�sort/price,�cash-
ier,�move�merchandise/inventory�&�help�recycle�items.��
�
Volunteers�lift�some�items�on�occasion�and�may�stand�for�ex-
tended�periods.�It�is�also�important�for�volunteers�to�be�able�to�
work�and�maneuver�around�the�store�independently.�
�
Each�volunteer�chooses�what�part�is�of�most�interest�to�them.��
Volunteers�generally�commit�to�3-4�hours�per�week�and�have�
an�optional�break�period�during�the�shift.�
�
If� you�are� interested� in� finding�out�how� you�might�be�able� to�
help,�please�call�John�Thelen�at�989�292-7057.�

Collec�on�total�from�the��
2026�Mission�Coopera�on�Appeal�

as�of�August�24,�2026�
to�Jamaica,�Diocese�of�Mandeville�

$��11,884.50�
�
�
�

Have�you�Heard?�
You�can�receive�the��

St.�Joseph�Parish�bulletin��
and�other�Communications�via�email�

or�text�messages.���
Scan�this�QR�code��

or�visit�eva.us/joe48879�

Your�St.�Joseph�Church��
Adult�Choir��

will� begin� rehearsing� music� for� the�
Christmas� season� soon.� Do� you� enjoy�
singing?��Do�you�enjoy�hearing�beau'-
ful� choral�music?� �Do�you� love� to� sing��

praises�to�our�God?��If�you�do,�we�would�love�to�have�you�
join�us.���
�
Choir� rehearses� every� Wednesday� night,� beginning��������
September�23rd�at�7:00�p.m.�in�the�church�choir�loH.��
�
If�you�have�any�ques'ons,�please�contact�Jeff�Richards�at����
musicdirector.stjosephchurch@gmail.com�

DDoonn’’tt��FFoorrggeett��ttoo��LLeett��UUss��KKnnooww��YYoouurr����
22002255//2266��MMeeee��nngg����aanndd��FFuunnddrraaiissiinngg��SScchheedduulleess!!!!��

If� you� are� part� of� a� parish,� school,� or� outside�
organiza0on� that� meets� at� the� Church� or� School�
building,� all� mee0ngs� and� events� mmuusstt�� be� scheduled�
through�the�parish�office.�DDoonn’’tt��aassssuummee��wwee��kknnooww��aabboouutt��
yyoouurr��mmeeee��nnggss..����
����
WWee’’dd��rraatthheerr��bbee��ttoolldd��1100����mmeess��tthhaann��nnoott��kknnooww��aatt��aallll!!����
All� organiza0ons� planning� on� fundraising� a5er� Masses�
must�also�confirm�dates�with�the�parish�office.��
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TTHHAANNKK��YYOOUU����
ttoo��aallll��oouurr��bbuulllleettiinn��aaddvveerrttiisseerrss!!!!����
The�advertisements�that�appear�in�
this�bulletin�completely�defray�all��
publishing�costs�which�the�church�

would�otherwise�incur.��
Please�patronize�the�sponsors�

in�this�bulletin�
�and�thank�them�for��
their�kind�generosity.��

Sick�or�homebound?�
Please�keep�in�touch!��Let�us�know�your�tempo-
rary�address�or�your�situa'on/plans.��Would�you�
like�to�receive�homebound�Communion�aHer�sur-
gery?��Are�you�hospitalized?��We’re�here�for�you�
and�want�to�minister�to�your�needs,�offer�prayers,�
like�to�know�how�you’re�doing,�etc.��Just�call�the�
office�with�an�update,�and�we’ll�connect�to�our�
Homebound�Communion�Team�and/or�add�you�
to�our�prayer��inten'ons,�send�mail�to�a�different�
address.,�etc.���

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1034

...or scan

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

AAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  IIII  

Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner
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