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Pastoral�Care�
Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Deacon�Jerry�Fust�
Deacon�Eric�Elstro�
�

Worship�
Music�•�Jeff�Richards�
�

Parish�Life�
Parish�Council�•�Dick�Weller�
Finance�Council�•�Sco��Dzurka�
Parish�Secretary�•�Judi�Thelen�
Business�Manager�•�Steve�Thelen�
Maintenance�•��Glenn�Esch�
School�Custodian�•�Steve�Dyer�
�

Family�Ministries�
Marriage�Prepara'on�•�Fr.�Michael�Williams�
Bap'sm�•�Please�contact�the�parish�office�
St.�Joseph�School�•�Chris�Wells�
Religious�Educa'on��Jen�Nelson�
Confirma'on�•��Jen�Nelson�
Chris'an�Ini'a'on�of�Adults�•��Amanda�Grigar�
�

Please�call�the�parish�office�for�more��
informa�on�on�our�Family�Ministries.�

�

Medical�Emergencies�requiring�an�
Anoin�ng�of�the�Sick,��

please�call�989-227-1244.�
�

St.�Joseph�School:�(989)�224-2421�
Religious�Educa�on�Office:�(989)�224-
8537�
�
Regular�Mass�Schedule��
Saturday�•�5:00�p.m.�
Sunday�•�8:00�a.m.,�10:00�a.m.,�12:00�p.m.�
Mass�in�Spanish�•��6:00�p.m.�
(Holy�Days�•�Consult�the�bulle'n)�
�
Sacrament�of�Reconcilia�on��
Tuesday�•�5:30�p.m.�
Saturday�•�4:00�p.m.�
Prayer�Tree��
Parish�Office:�(989)-224-8994�

ALL�ARE�WELCOME!�
St.�Joseph�is�a�place�of�refreshment,�peace�and�
love,�a�place�of�ministry�and�renewal.�
We�welcome�you�to�be�part�of�our�faith�
community�where�the�Word�of�God�is�
proclaimed,�friendship�is�offered�and�the�
Sacraments�are�celebrated.�

110099��LLiinnddeenn��SSttrreeeett��
SSaaiinntt��JJoohhnnss,,��MMiicchhiiggaann��4488887799--11883377��
((998899))��222244--88999944��
FFaaxx::��((998899))��222244--33447755��
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm��
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm��
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Please�pray�for�
our�parishioners�
and�their�families,�
especially:�
�

Adam�
Ari�
Chris�
Dena�
Don�
�Jill�
Kristi�

Michael�
Sawyer�Ballinger�

Ed�Chope�
Jan�Coffman�
Sherri�Couch�
Verena�DeBoer�
Mary�Enneking�
Keith�Enneking�
Trisha�Fisher�

Friend�
Jack�Hagerty�

Korine�
Teresa�MIller�

Myah�
Patrick�

Jenny�Pytlowanyj�
Deacon�Marv�&�Tita�

Robertson�
Patricia�Rojas�
Mary�Schmitt�

Joan�Schrauben�
Sherri�

Cel�Zuker�Southard�
Anne�Thelen�
Katelyn�T.�

Kensington�Theis�

Jennifer�
Brad�Walker�
Millie�Wassa�
Dan�Yurek�
Ken�Zelenka�

�
Please�pray�for�our�
parishioners�in�the�
service,��especially:�

Jake�Hoskins�
Jacob�Longoria�
Eric�Martin�

Colby�Munger��

Adam�Novak�
Murray�Palmatier�

Alex�Rojas�
David�Seperic�
Noel�Smith�II�

Jordan�Van�Amburg�
��
�
To�add�or�remove�a����
name�from�the��
bulle�n�prayer�list,�
please�call�the�parish�

office:�989-224-8994�or�
email�
Stjosephchurchst-�
johns@gmail.com�
�
*Please�note:�only�
immediate�family�
members�may�add�
names�to�the�bulle�n.�

 KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

�The�Sanctuary�Lamp�
will�burn�from��

August�9-15,�2026�
In�memory�of�
BBiillll��FFooxx��

�
�
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday�●�August�10�
2�Corinthians�9:6-10/John�12:24-26��
No�Mass�

�
�

Tuesday�●�August�11�
Ezekiel�2:8--3:4/�Ma(hew�18:1-5,�10,�12-14��
6:00�p.m.��Mass�� The�Brook�Family�
� � By:��Terry�and�Theresa�Thelen�
�
�
�

Wednesday�●�August�12�
Ezekiel�9:1-7,�10:18-22/Ma(hew�18:15-20�
12:05�p.m.�Mass� †Brenda�Higgins� � �
� � � By:��Doug�and�Barb�Hogan�
�

Thursday�●�August�13�
Ezekiel�12:1-12/Ma(hew�18:21--19:1��
8:30�a.m.�Mass�� †Bob�Foster� � �
� � � By:��Brad�and�Andrea�Rehmann�
6:00�p.m.�Mass� Souls�in�Purgatory�

�

� �
Friday�●��August�14�
Ezekiel�16:1-15,�60,�63�or�Ezekiel�16:59-63/Ma(hew�19:3-12�
8:30�a.m.��Mass� IHO�Margie�and�JJ�Glennon�
� � � By:��Brad�and�Andrea�Rehmann�
�

Saturday�●�August�15�
1�Chronicles�15:3-4,�15-16,�16:1-2/1�Corinthians�15:54b-57/�
Luke�11:27-28�
8:30�a.m.����Mass� †Louis�Fox�
� � � By:��John�Fox�Family�
�
5:00�p.m.�Mass� �People�of�the�Parish� �
�
Sunday�●��August�16�
Isaiah�56:1,�6-7/Romans�11:13-15,�29-32/Ma(hew�15:21-28�
8:00�a.m.���Mass� �†Alan�Simon�
� � � By:�Roy�and�JoAnn�Simon�
�
10:00�a.m.�Mass� †Paul�A.�Pung� � �
� � � By:��Charlie�and�Lisa�Wieber�
�
12:00�p.m.�Mass� †Ron�McCarty� � �
� � � By:��Dave�Thelen�
6:00�p.m.���Mass��in�Spanish�

Eucharistic
Adoration

“Come,�then,�let�us�bow�down�and�worship,�bending�
the�knee�before�the�Lord,�our�maker.��For�He�is�our�
God�and�we�are�His�people,�the�flock�He�shepherds”���

� � � �
� ~Psalm�95:6-7�
�
�
Would�you�like�to�join�our�team�of�adorers�
by�committing�to�an�hour�of��Adoration�
monthly�on�First�Fridays,�or�as�a�sub?��Text�
or�call�Rebecca�at�989-292-2072�for�more��
information�

60�years�ago��
At�St.�Joseph�Parish�

�
�

THE
COST
IS
SMALL









Kindness�has�been�described�in�many�ways.���
It�is�the�poetry�of�the�heart,�the�music�of�the�world.���
It�is�a��golden�chain�which�binds�society�together.���

It�is�a�fountain�of�gladness.���
Kind�hearts�are�more�than�coronets,���

Kind�words�produce�their�own�beautiful�image��
in�man’s�soul.���

Everyone�knows�the�pleasure�of�receiving�a�kind�look,��
a�warm�greeting,��

a�hand�held�out�in�time�of�need.��A�
nd�such�gestures�can�be�made�at�so�little�expense,��

yet�they�bring�such�dividends�to�the�investor.�
� � �

� � � from�the�July�17,�1966�Bulletin�
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THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 

WE ARE ALL  
EVANGELIZERS 
(and�whatever�else�is�on�
Deacon�Eric’s�mind)�

Schism,
Song
and
Soccer

I� guess� it’s� appropriate� that� I� split�
today’s� column� into� two,� because�
our� first� topic� today� is� about� the�
Western� Schism� -� the� third�
installment� of� our� Summer� Faith�
Series� as� presented� by� our� parish�
adult� faith� formation� director�
Amanda�Grigar.� � In� June� and� July,�
Amanda� took� a� � deep� dive� into� the�
Eastern� Christian� Churches,� both�
those� who� are� separate� from� our�
Latin�Church�and�those�who�are�still�
in� communion� with� the� church� in�
Rome,�led�now�by�Pope�Leo�XIV.�
�
“What� happens� when� the� Church�
cannot� agree�on�who� the�pope� is?”��
It’s�a�question�Amanda�puts�forth�as�
a� tease� to� the� presentation� coming�
on�Wednesday�the�19th�at�6:00�p.m.�
in�the�church�basement.��Calling�the�
Western� Schism”� one� of� the�
greatest� crises� in� Catholic� history,”��
Amanda� will� look� at� the� political�
intrigue�that�confronted�the�Church�-�
including� rival� popes,� feuding�
cardinals,� kings� picking� sides.��
Though�some�of�the�events�she�will�
explain�will�seem�like�they�came�out�
of�a�work�of�fiction,�they�are�just�the�
opposite:� � real� Church� history� that�

rivals�anything�we�see�in�our�current�
U.S.�Congress.�
�
Adults� and� teens� are� invited� to�
attend� and,� if� you� were� unable� to�
come� to� the� first� two� presentations�
on�schisms�this�summer,�you�will�be�
amazed� by� the� amount� of� material�
Amanda� puts� forth.� � This� promises�
to�be�a�most�memorable�evening.�
------------------------------------�
Now,� to�borrow� from�Monty�Python,�
“for�something�completely�different.”�
There� were� a� couple� people� who�
read� last� week’s� column� and�
wondered� why� there� were� no�
references�to�the�U.S.�Men’s�Soccer�
Team,� especially� since� I� led� the�
column� with� lyrics� from� the� team’s�
theme� song,� “Take� Me� Home,�
Country�Roads.”� � The� John�Denver�
song� was� adopted� as� the� team’s�
theme�song�during�the�recent�World�
Cup� in� which� the� U.S.� hosted� the�
tournament� along� with�Canada� and�
Mexico.�
�
The� truth� is� that� tying� the� soccer�
team� to� the� song� was� my� first�
thought� in�mentally�construction� the�
column,�but�as�often�happens�in�my�
weekly� writing� exercise� is� that� I�
sometimes� let� my� thoughts� head�
down�a�country�road-a�road�with�no�
outlet.� � By� the� time� I� proofread� last�
week’s� column,� I� realized� I� never�
made� � the� tie-in�and� It�was� too� late�
to�re-write.��

So� I� leave� readers� today� with� a�
couple� of� related� facts� about� the�
song�and� its�writer.� � At� the� time�he�
wrote� the� song,� John� Denver� lived�
about� as� far� away� from� West�
Virginia�one�can�get,�with�homes� in�
Colorado� and� California.� � As� � a�
matter�of�fact,�he�never�called�West�
Virginia� home,� because� he� moved�
all�around�the�country�as�a�child�of�a�
military� father.� � The� lyrics� of� the�
song,� however,� came� to� him� while�
driving� through� Maryland,� which�
borders� West� Virginia,� the� fictional�
home�referenced�in�the�song.��West�
Virginia� was� chosen,� Denver� later�
said,� because� it� had� the� right�
number� of� syllables� to� match� the�
music�he�had�already�written.�

��
DDeeaaccoonn��EErriicc��

deaconeric@hotmail.com









Please
note:

There
will
be
no
new

Youtube
columns
until
this
fall.







You�can�now�watch�and�listen��to���
�Deacon�Eric’s�previous�columns�
through�this�link�on�Youtube.��
https://www.youtube.com/
catholicChurch-StJohns






Join
us
at



St.
Joseph
Parish

6:30
p.m.



in
the
lower
lever
of
the
church
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�� LLiittuurrggiiccaall��MMiinniisstteerrss†��
AAuugguusstt��1155��aanndd��1166��

AAllttaarr��SSeerrvveerrss::����������5:00�p.m.��� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Volunteer�
� � � Volunteer�
� � 10:00�a.m.� Paisley�S.�
� � � Claire�N.�
� � 12:00�p.m.� Volunteer� �
� � � Volunteer��
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy��MMiinniisstteerrss��ooff��HHoollyy��CCoommmmuunniioonn::�
� � ��������5:00�p.m.� Group��3�
� � 8:00�a.m.� Group��3�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group��3�
� 12:00�p.m.� Group��3�
�
LLeeccttoorrss:����������� 5:00�p.m.� Diane�A.�
� 8:00�a.m.� Rich�H.�
� 10:00�a.m.� Steve�M.�
� 12:00�p.m.� Mary�Beth�E.�
�
UUsshheerrss:��������� 5:00�p.m.� Group�5A�
� 8:00�a.m.� Group�8A�
� 10:00�a.m.� Group�10A�
� �������������������12:00�p.m.� Group�12A�
�
CCoolllleeccttiioonn��CCoouunntteerrss::����August�10� �������Group�4�
�� ��
SSaannccttuuaarryy��CClleeaanneerrss:��Kate�Mullen�and�Kari�Schneider�

4          FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED 

The�Children’s�Collection�for�August�
�will�be�donated�to:��

HELP�Pregnancy�Aid,�Inc.�
�

August�1�and�2�� �������������$���37.25�
�

���������� ���Total�for�the�month:�� �����������$�37.25�

SBCDEFGHIJK�
For�the�weekend�of�August�2,�2026�
Adults�(332)�giAs�Including�online�giving:�…..........$�19,211.01�
Loose�Cash:…………………………………………….…….............$644.00�
Total:…………………………………………………………………..$19,855.01�
�
Other�GiLs�Received�
Educa'on�Trust�Fund:�……………………………………………$��403.00�
Building�Fund:������………………………………………………....��$�203.00�
Tui'on�Scholarship�Fund:�………………………………..……��$��71.00��
�
Our�weekly�average�since�July�1,�2026�is��$17,513.11.������If�we��
con'nue�to�keep�this�average,�we�will��not�meet�our�budgeted�
goal.�

Do
you
have
questions
about


St.
Joseph
Catholic
School
or

are
interested
in
registering

this
2026/27
school
year?







Please
contact
Chris
wells
at

princpal@stjoecatholicschool.org.


HELP
 Pregnancy
 Aid,
 Inc.
 is� a� non-profit��������
organization� dedicated� to� providing� life-giving�
support� and� services� to� women� and� families.� At�
the�core�of�everything�we�do�is�our�commitment�to�
embodying�Christ-like�values,�ensuring� that�each�
individual�we�assist�is�met�with�care,��respect,�and�
dignity.�

K-8th
Grades
Religious
Education
Start
Date:

Wednesday:��September�9th�K-8th�Grades�Fami-
ly�Mass�at�6:00�p.m.,�class�and�parent�meeting�in�
the�church�
�
Sacramental
Preparation
Start
Dates:

Wednesday:��September�16:��9th
Grade
Confir-
mation
Candidate�and�Sponsor�Meet�at�6:30�
p.m.�in�the�church.�
�
Thursday,�September�24:��First�Reconciliation/
Communion��Parent/Child�session�at�6:00�p.m.�in�
the�lower�level�of�the�church�for�all�families�and�
children�seeking�First
Communion
in�the�Spring�
of�2027.�
�
K-9�Grade�Registration�Forms,�First�Communion�and��
Confirmation�Applications�are�available�on�the�
stjoecatholic.com�website�and�near�the�church�main�
entrance.���
�
Contact�Jen�Nelson�for�more�information�at�(989)�224-
8537�or�dre.stjoseph@gmail.com�
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Diocese
of
Mandeville,
Jamaica

Mission
Appeal
Weekend



August
15/16

Through� our�Outreach�Ministry� we� provide� food,�
clothing�and�housing�for� the�poor� throughout�our�
diocese.� � Many� poor� families/individuals� live� in�
shacks� made� of� boards/tin/cardboard/palm�
branches.� � They� have� no� access� to� running�����
water,� electricity� or� bathrooms.� � One� man� was�
living� in� a� chicken� coop.� � Many� live� with� their���
children� in� overcrowded� situations� with� multiple�
families� in�one�small�house.� �Some�are� trying� to�
escape� abusive� relationships;� some� are� squat-
ting;� some� are� being� evicted� because� they� lack�
the�means� to�pay� rent.� �The�Diocese�of�Mande-
ville,� in� conjunction� with� volunteers,� has� a�����
housing� ministry� through� which� we� construct���
simple�houses�for�those�most�in�need.��This�year,�
with� the� � destructive� path� left� by� Hurricane���
Melissa�we�are� faced�with�many�urgent� calls� for�
help.� �Your� financial�assistance�will�enable�us� to�
continue�to�put�humble�roofs�over�the�heads�of�so�
many�who�are�now�destitute.���

�
�

�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

TThhee����MMoosstt��RReevveerreenndd��EEaarrll��BBooyyeeaa��
Bishop�of�Lansing�

Cordially
invites
you
to

AA��cceelleebbrraattiioonn��ooff��yyoouurr��mmaarrrriiaaggee��
on
Saturday,
September
12,
2026


At�5:00�p.m.�in�the�afternoon�
St.
Patrick
Church


710�Rickett�Rd.,�Brighton�MI�



Holy�Mass�followed�by�Dessert�Reception�
�in�the�parish�hall�

Register�at��
dioceseoflansing.org/event/anniversary-mass26�

MMOOMM��SS��GGRROOUUPP�
Join�our�Mom’s�Group�every�second�Thursday�of�the�
month�from�7:00�-�9:00�p.m.�in�the�Reception�Room.��
Come�connect�with�other�Catholic�moms�as�we�share�
our� experiences,� encourage� one� another,� and� pray�
together� through�the� joys�and�challenges�of�mother-
hood�and�raising�children�in�the�Catholic�Faith.�
�

The�next�meeting�is�August�13.���
�

Until�then,�remember�God�is�with�you�������always:���
“Those� who� hope� in� the� Lord� will� renew� their�
strength.� � They�will� soar� on� wings� like� eagles;� they�
will� run� and� not� grow�weary,� they�will� walk� and� not�
grow�faint.”�
� � � � ~Isaiah�40:31�






St.
Monica
Ladies
Auxiliary

will
NOT
meet
in
August.
�

We� apologize� to� all� who� had� planned� to� � attend� the�
meeting� but� the� cancellation� unfortunately� came� after�
the�monthly�calendar�deadline.�We�will�pick�up�again�in�
September,�so�watch�for�details.���

TThhee��FFoooodd��BBooxx����
The�Food�Box�donations�help�families�in�our�
community�through�the�Beacon�of�Hope�or�Basic�
Needs�here�in�town.�Donations�can�be�placed�in�the�
wooden�box�in�the�back�of�church,�at�the�top�of�the�
stairs�by�the�office.�
AA��tthhoouugghhtt::����IIff��eeaacchh��ffaammiillyy��bbrroouugghhtt��jjuusstt��oonnee��iitteemm��ffoorr��
tthhee��FFoooodd��BBooxx��eeaacchh��SSuunnddaayy,,��wwee��ccoouulldd��ffiillll��tthhaatt��wwooooddeenn��
bbooxx��eevveerryy��wweeeekk..��
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6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

This�year’s�Fatima
Rosaries
will�take�place�on�
OR�near�the�13th�of�each�month��

from��May-October.���
�

In�order�to�avoid�evenings�when�Mass�is��
offered,�we�will�meet�on�the�following�days:�

�
Wednesday,
August
12

Friday,�September�11��
Monday,�October�12�

�
We�will�begin�at
6:00
p.m.


on�the�front�church�steps.��

�
In�case�of�dangerous�weather��

we�will�not�meet.��
�

Please�bring�a�friend�and�join�us!�

KITCHEN
STAFF
OPPORTUNITY

St.�Joseph�Catholic�School�is�looking�for�an�
individual� to�fill�a�2-hour�position�to�work� in�
the� kitchen�Monday-Friday� from� 10:45� am�
to�12:45�p.m.� for� the�start�of� the�upcoming�
school� year.� � Candidate� must� be� flexible,�
pay�close�attention� to�details,�and�strive� to�
uphold�our�Catholic�teachings.���
(Work�time�may�be�more�or�less�depending�on�
the�day).��
�
Please�email�or�call�Erica�for�more�details.���
989-224-2421�or��
kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org.�

Ques�ons�From�the�Pew��
by�Amanda�Grigar,�

Director�of�Adult�Faith�Forma�on�
A�new�occasional�column��

answering�ques�ons�Catholics�actually�ask.�
�

AAer� more� than� a� decade� working� in� parishes,� I’ve� learned� that� Catholics,�
including�many�who’ve�been�prac'cing�their�whole�lives,�have�real�ques'ons�
about� our� faith.� Much� of� what� we� do� runs� deep,� and� the� “why”� behind� it�
doesn’t� always� get� explained� along� the� way.� This� column� will� take� one� of�
those�ques'ons�and�provide�the�answer.�Some�will�come�from�conversa'ons�
I’ve� had,� some� will� come� from� you,� and� others� might� be� something� worth�
addressing�that�hasn’t�come�up�yet.�
�
Have� a� ques'on?� Email� RCIA.stjosephparish@gmail.com,� or� simply� write� it�
down� (no� name� required)� and� drop� it� in� the� collec'on� basket�—� it�may� be�
featured�in�a�future�column.�
�
How�OLen�May�Catholics�Receive�Holy�Communion?�
Assuming� the� normal� condi'ons� for� Holy� Communion� are�met� —� the� one-
hour�fast�and�being�in�a�state�of�grace�(having�no�unconfessed�serious�sin)�—�
the�short�answer�is�that�Catholic�laypeople�may�receive�the�Eucharist�twice�in�
a�single�day.�If�someone�has�already�received�twice�and�then�finds�themselves�
in� danger� of� death,� the� Church�makes� provision� for� a� third� recep'on:� via'-
cum,�Holy�Communion�given�to�the�dying.�
�
Some�people�mistakenly�think�the�readings,�or�what�feast�or�occasion�is�being�
celebrated,�need�to�be�different�for�a�second�recep'on�of�the�Eucharist�to�be�
permissible,�but�that��is�not�the�case.�What�ma�ers�isn’t�which�Mass�it�is,�but�
the�par'cipa'on�required�of�you.�The�first�Communion�of� the�day�may�hap-
pen�in�a�variety�of�ways:�Communion�brought�to�you�at�home,�a�Communion�
service� outside� of�Mass,� or� a� full� Mass.� The� second,� however,� must� be� re-
ceived�within�a�Mass,�and�one�that�you�a�end�from�the�beginning�and�ac'vely�
par'cipate� in� —� praying� and� being� a�en've;� not� merely� standing� nearby�
while�your�mind�is�elsewhere.�(You�don’t�need�to�serve�as�a�lector�or�hold�any�
special�role;�conscien'ous�par'cipa'on�in�the�Mass�is�what’s�required.)�
�
A�prac'cal�example:�imagine�a�Catholic�wedding�celebrated�by�a�deacon,�with�
Holy� Communion� distributed.� If� you� a�ended� Mass� that� morning� and� re-
ceived,�you�could�not�receive�again�at�the�wedding,�since�a�wedding�celebrat-
ed�outside�of�Mass�doesn’t�count�as�the�Mass�required�for�a�second�recep'on.�
But�if�you�a�ended�that�same�wedding�in�the�early�aAernoon,�and�then�went�
to�a� Saturday� vigil�Mass� that�evening,� you�could� receive�at�both�—�because�
the�vigil�Mass�sa'sfies�the�requirement.�
�
One�more�note:� for� these�purposes,� the�Church’s�day�runs� from�midnight� to�
midnight.� That�means� someone�who� a�ends� a� Christmas� Eve�Mass,� a�Mid-
night�Mass,�and�a�Christmas�morning�Mass�—�all�within�about�twelve�hours�—�
can�receive�Holy�Communion�at�each�one.�
�
See�the�Code�of�Canon�Law,�canons�917�and�921�§2.�
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6:00�p.m.�in�the�lower�level�of�the�church�
The� Wester� Schism� sounds� like� fantastical�
political� intrigue:� � rival� popes,� feuding� cardi-
nals,�kings�picking�sides.��But�it’s�real�Church�
history,� and� it� shaped�how� the�papacy� func-
tions�to�this�day.��Come�explore�this�dramatic�
and�formative�chapter�of�the�Catholic�Church�
with�us.���
�

Adults�and�teens�welcome!�
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NINETEENTH�SUNDAY�IN�ORDINARY�TIME�� � � ��������������AUGUST�9,�2026�

�

FFrroomm��FFrr..��MMiikkee::�
What�to�do�with�your�old�and��
unwanted�Religious�items�

A� sacramental� is� a� sacred� sign� that� bears� resemblance� to� the� sacra-
ments.� � Sacramentals� include� religious� articles� such� as� scapulars,�
blessed�holy�cards,�crucifixes,�statues,�Bibles,�missals,�Lectionaries,�holy�
water�and�oils,�liturgical�vestments,�and�altar�cloths.��But�what�are�you�to�
do� with� them� when� they� break,� become� tattered� and� worn� out?� � You�
can’t�just�discard�them.��They’re�almost�like�people,�sacred.��They�need�
to�be�treated�properly,�even�at�the�end.�
�
The�basic�rule�for�the�disposal�of�these�items�is�to�burn�or�to�bury�them.��
During� the� 1800s� the� Church� issued� several� decisions� concerning� the�
this� issue.� � Here� are� a� few� examples:� � A� chalice� which� becomes�
“unserviceable”�is�not�to�be�sold�but�must�be�used�for�some�other�sacred�
purpose� or� melted.� � Vestments,� altar� cloths,� and� linens� must� be��������������

destroyed.� � Polluted� or� excess� holy� water� must� be� poured� into� the�
ground.��Palms�are�to�be�burned,�and�the�ashes�then�used�for�distribu-
tion�on�Ash�Wednesday�or� returned� to� the�ground.� �A�broken�rosary�or�
religious�statue�normally�would�be�buried.� � In�all,� the�underlying� idea� is�
that�when�has��been�dedicated�to�God�should�be�returned�to�God.��Never�
should� one� just� “throw� out”� what� has� been� blessed� and� dedicated� to�
God.�
�
With� the�exception�of� rosaries�which�can�be�placed�on� the� rosary�rack,�
please�do�not�bring�your�unwanted�items�to�the�parish�nor�leave�them�in�
the�back�of�the�church.��I�understand�the�idea�of�leaving�those�things�for�
someone�else�to�pick�up�and�use.��However,�that�is�not�happening,�and�
items�just�continue�to�pile�up.��After�a�while�this�becomes�a�problem�be-
cause� it�makes� the� church� look�un-kept.� � If� you�don’t� have�a� fire�pit� to�
burn�the�items�or�have�a�yard�in�which�to�buy�them,�then�ask�a�neighbor�
or�relative�if�they�can�help�you�dispose�of�those�items.��This�is�precisely�
what�we�do�with�items�that�are�left�in�the�church.
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