
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

PastoralCare
Fr. Michael Williams
Deacon Jerry Fust
Deacon Eric Elstro

Worship
Music • Je� Richards

ParishLife
Parish Council • Dick Weller
Finance Council • ScoÊ Dzurka
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen
Business Manager • Steve Thelen
Maintenance • Glenn Esch
School Custodian • Steve Dyer

FamilyMinistries
Marriage PreparaGon • Fr. Michael Williams
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish o(ce
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells
Religious Educa�on Jen Nelson
Con*rma�on • Jen Nelson
Chris�on Ini�a�on of Adults • Amanda Grigar

Please call the parish o�ce for more
information on our Family Ministries.

MedicalEmergencies requiringan
AnointingoftheSick,

please call 989-227-1244.

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421
Religious EducationOffice: (989)224-8537

RegularMassSchedule
Saturday • 5:00 p.m.
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
Mass in Spanish • 6:00 p.m.
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle�n)

SacramentofReconciliation
Tuesday • 5:30 p.m.
Saturday • 4:00 p.m.

Parish O	ce: (989)-224-8994

ALLAREWELCOME!
St.Joseph isaplaceof refreshment,peace
and love, a placeofministry and renewal.
Wewelcomeyou to be part of our faith
communitywhere theWordofGod is
proclaimed, friendship isofferedand the
Sacramentsarecelebrated.

110099 LLiinnddeenn SSttrreeeett
SSaaiinntt JJoohhnnss,, MMiicchhiiggaann 4488887799--11883377
((998899)) 222244--88999944
FFaaxx:: ((998899)) 222244--33447755
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

SAINT JOSEPH
CATHOLIC
CHURCH
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Please�pray�for�our�
parishioners�and�
their�families,�
especially:

Adam
Ari

Chris
Dena
Don
Jill

Kristi

Michael
Sawyer�Ballinger�
Jan�Coffman�
Sherri�Couch

�Verena�DeBoer�
Taylor�B.

Mary�Enneking�
Keith�Enneking�
Trisha�Fisher�

Friend
Jack�Hagerty�

Korine
Renee�McCausey

Teresa�Miller
Myan
Patrick

Danielle�P.
Jenny�Pytlowanyj�

Deacon�Marv�&�Tita�
Robertson

Patricia�Rojas
Mary�Schmitt

Joan�Schrauben�
Sherri

Cel�Zuker�Southard�
Anne�Thelen

Katelyn�T.
KensingtonT.

Jennifer
Brad�Walker�
Millie�Wassa�
Dan�Yurek

Please�pray�for�our�
parishioners�in�the�
service,�especially:

Jake�Hoskins
Jacob�Longoria

Eric�Martin

To�add�or�remove�a�name�
from�the�bulletin�prayer�
list,�please�call�the�parish�
office�at�(989)224-8994�or�
email�at�
Stjosephchurchstjohns@
gmail.com

*Please�note��only�immediate�
family�members�can�add�

names�to�the�bulletin.

KEEP�THEM� IN� YOUR�PRAYERS

2 BE� A�PART� OF�OUR� FAITH�COMMUNITY

The
Sanctuary
Lamp

will
burn
from

September
20-26,
2026
in
memory
of

LLeeoonn��KKrraammeerr

THIS�WEEK’S�LITURGIES
Monday�●�September�21
Ephesians�4:1-7,�11-13/Matthew�9:9-13
No�Mass

Tuesday�●�September�22������������������������������������������������������������������������
Proverbs�21:1-6,�10-13,�Luke�8:19-21
6:00�p.m.�Mass� †Ronnie�Hartenburg

By:� Tenbuschel's

Wednesday�●�September�23
Proverbs�30:5-9/Luke�9:1-6� � ��������������������������������������������
12:05�p.m.�Mass� †Dan�Sandahl

By:�Midge�Sandahl

Thursday�●�September�24��������������������������������������������������������������
Ecclesiastes�1:2-11/Luke�9:7-9���������������������������������������������������
8:30�a.m.�Mass� †Danny�Ball� � � �

By:��Dana�and�Roy�Wolverton

Friday�●�September�25�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
Ecclesiastes�3:1-11/Luke�9:18-22
8:30�a.m.�Mass� †Robert�and�Pat�Williams� �

Saturday�●�September�26�����������������������������������������������������������������������
Ecclesiastes�11:9--12:8/Luke�9:43b-45
5:00�p.m.�Mass� †Jeannette�Schomisch� � �

By:��Husband

Sunday�●��September�27
Ezekiel�18:25-28/Phillippians�2:1-11�or�Phillipians�2:1-5/Matthew�
21:28-32
8:00�a.m.�Mass� Sick�and�Troubled�who�seek�the�help�and��
���������������������������������������cure�thru�Blessed�Frederic�Ozanam's������������������
�� intercession������� � � �
�� � By:�Society�of�St�Vincent�dePaul

10:00�a.m.�Mass� The�People�of�the�Parish

12:00�p.m.�Mass��†Jason�Olney� � � �
By:��Terry�and�Lori�Pung

6:00�p.m.� Mass�in�Spanish

Looking�Ahead
There�will�be�

no�Daily�Mass�or�Confessions�
September�28-October�1st�

due�to�the�
Priest�Convocation

Eucharistic�Adoration
"A�thousand�years�of�enjoying�human�glory�is�not�worth�
even�an�hour�spent�in�sweetly�communing�with�Jesus�in�
the�Blessed�Sacrament."

(St.
 Pio
 of
 Pietrelcina,
 Letters,
 Volume
 3.
 
 San
 Giovanni

Rotondo:

Edizioni
Padre
Pio
da
Pietrelcina,
1915-1923,
p.
65.

St
Pio

is
a
patron
saint
of
Eucharistic
adorers.

His
memorial
is
September

23rd.

Are
 you
 interested
 in
 making
 a
 month
 Holy
 Hour
 during

Exposition
of
the
Blessed
Sacrament?



Text
or
call
989-292-2072
for
more
information.

The
 Blessed
 Sacrament
 will
 next
 be
 Exposed
 for

Adoration
October
2
and
3,
2026.

Colby
Munger
Adam
Novak

Murray
Palmatier
Alex
Rojas

David
Seperic
Noel
Smith
II

Jordan
Van
Amburg

Parish�OHce�Hours
Monday
-
Thursday


9:00
a.m.
to
5:00
p.m.
(closed
Noon
to
1:00
p.m.)

Friday:
9:00
a.m.
-
3:00
p.m.

(closed
from
noon-1:00
p.m.)
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St Monica Ladies Auxiliary
September 21, 2026

6:30 p.m. at the Columbian (KC) Hall
Monica Ladies Auxiliary will get together on September
21 and we’d love to have you join us. All ladies of the
parish are invited to join us in creating Happy Packs for
our St. Joseph teachers. Pack-making supplies will be
provided, we just need some creative minds to help us
put the packs together. We want to give our teachers a
little extra for their rooms as they kick oD the new school
year. If you would like to bring a snack to share during
the evening , it will be appreciated. It won’t be all work
during the meeting. There will also be time for faith and
fellowship so bring your vacation and/or pilgrimage
stories. We’re looking forward to a special evening with
our fellow parishioners.

WeAre All
Evangelizers
and whatever else is on
Deacon Eric's mind)

Good-bye and a Welcome
I had to put this column aside today
(Monday) in order to head down to
metro Detroit to attend the funeral of a
high school friend. I was pleased to Fnd
about 20 of my “class of 1970” cohorts
also attended. That’s an amazing
number considering the fact that most
of us were still just Fnding our way
around school as incoming freshmen
some 60 years ago. I attribute the great
turnout in part to Detroit Catholic
Central’s motto of “Goodness,
Discipline and Knowledge.” The
deceased lived out that motto. He was
a kind person of great faith. He was
well-disciplined, always in good shape.
And Jim was smart, which I’m certain
helped him to be a successful CertiFed
Public Accountant. He will be missed.

It was a diDerent feeling attending the
funeral of a friend. I have been to
several funeral vigils and burial services
this spring and summer as a part of my
responsibilities as a deacon. But it’s
diDerent when it’s a long-time friend.
Going through the grieving process

is a part of life and I will use my friend’s
death to help me be a better minister to
the parishioners of St. Joe parish.

Enough of the good-bye stuD and let’s
get on to the welcome stuD, the
wonderful welcome to the Catholic
Church through baptism. Fr. Mike,
Deacon Jerry and I set up a rotation
system each year for oJciating at
baptisms.As such, each of us generally
baptizes on every third month.
Occasionally, there is a month in which
there are no baptisms scheduled, so
one of us gets a free pass until our next
turn comes back around again.

That’s what happened to me this
summer. I was scheduled for June
baptisms, but there weren’t any
baptisms on the books that month. So I
hadn’t oJciated any baptisms until my
next turn came up last week. And as I
was just about to start the service I had
wave of joy come over me. It had been
six months since I had an opportunity
to bring young ones into the Catholic
faith. I got a healthy dose of “You don’t
know what you’ve got until it’s gone.”
What a joy it was when little baby Molly
and little baby Mabel were brought
forward by their parents to be baptized.

Though I have regular weekly
responsibilities such as oJciating a
communion service at Grace Haven as
well as an individual home visit, it’s the
out-of-the-ordinary days that help me
stop and thank God for the
opportunities he has given me at this
stage of my life.
Baptism days are among those out-of-
the-ordinary days as the Lord removes
the stain of original sin and Flls these
babies’ souls with grace. How can that
not bring joy?

“Good-bye” to Jim who led a full life and
a hearty “Welcome” to Molly and Mabel
who have their full lives ahead of them.
Thank you Lord for making them all a
part of my life.

Deacon Eric
deaconeric@hotmail.com

Please note: There will be no new
Youtube columns until this fall.

You can now watch and listen to
Deacon Eric’s previous columns
through this link on Youtube.
https://www.youtube.com/
catholicChurch-StJohns

Congratulation to
Newly Baptized

MMaabbeell CCllaarree DDaaiinnttoonn
daughter to

Matthew and Heather (Pung) Dainton

and

Molly Marie Winkler
daughter to

Ryan and Krista (Wohlfert) Winkler
on

September 13, 2026



4 FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED

SStt.. JJoosseepphh SScchhooooll
LLUUNNCCHH MMEENNUU
FFoorr tthhee wweeeekk ooff SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2211--2255,, 22002266
MMoonnddaayy:: CChhiicckkeenn nnuuggggeettss,, mmaasshheedd ppoottaattooeess wwiitthh ggrraavvyy,,

ccoorrnn,, ffrruuiitt,, aanndd mmiillkk..
TTuueessddaayy:: GGrriilllleedd ttuurrkkeeyy aanndd cchheeeessee ssaannddwwiicchh,, ffrreesshh

vveeggggiiee,, ffrreesshh ffrruuiitt,, aanndd mmiillkk..
WWeeddnneessddaayy:: CChhiicckkeenn FFeettttuucccciinnii wwiitthh bbrreeaaddssttiicckk,, ggrreeeenn

bbeeaannss,, ffrruuiitt,, aanndd mmiillkk..
TThhuurrssddaayy:: HHaammbbuurrggeerr wwiitthh cchheeeessee,, ffrriieedd cchhiippss,, ffrruuiitt,, aanndd

mmiillkk..
FFrriiddaayy:: CChheeeessee ssttuuDDeedd bbrreeaadd ssttiicckkss wwiitthh ddiippppiinngg

ssaauuccee,, ffrreesshh vveeggggiiee,, ffrreesshh ffrruuiitt,, aanndd mmiillkk..

Milk choice includes chocolate fat free milk or
white 1% Low fat milk

Lunches are $3.25 Milk $0.50

Menu issubject tochange,basedon
foodavailability fromsuppliers.

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

TheChildren’sCollectionforSeptember
willbedonatedto:

St.JudeChildren'sResearchHospital.
September12and13,2026 $ 35.44

Total $ 62.97

Stewardship
For the weekend of September 13, 2026
Adults (407) gi@s including online giving: $ 19,135.09
Loose Cash.....................................................$ 505.51
Total: ......................................................$ 19,640.60

Other Gi�s Received:
Educa�onal Trust Fund .................................$ 445.00
Building Fund: ...............................................$ 180.00
Tui�on Scholarship Fund: .............................$ 115.00

Our weekly average since July 1, 2026 is $18,409.05. If
we con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our
budgeted goal.

Sacramental Preparation Start Dates:
Thursday, September 24: First Reconciliation/First
Communion Parent/Child session at 6:00 p.m. in the
lower level of the church for all families and children
seeking 1st Communion in the Spring of 2027.

K-9 Grade Registration Forms, First Communion
and Con:rmation Applications are available on the
stjoecatholic.com website and near the church main
entrance.

Contact Jen Nelson for more information at
(989) 224-8537 or dre.stjoseph@gmail.com

Liturgical Ministers

September 26/27
Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Volunteer

Volunteer
8:00 a.m. Volunteer

Volunteer
10:00 a.m. Volunteer

Volunteer
12:00 p.m. Volunteer

Volunteer

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
5:00 p.m. Group 3
8:00 a.m. Group 3

10:00 a.m. Group 3

12:00 p.m. Group 3

Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Helen K.
8:00 a.m. Bob P.

10:00 a.m. Rose R.
12:00 p.m. Dawn L.

Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5A
8:00 a.m. Group 8B
10:00 a.m. Group 10C
12:00 p.m. Group 12A

Collection Counters: September 21 Group 2

Sanctuary Cleaners: Teisha Schmitt and Janet Thelen

KITCHEN STAFF OPPORTUNITY
St. Joseph Catholic School is looking for an individual to Fll a
2-hour position to work in the kitchen Monday-Friday from
10:45 am to 12:45 p.m. for the start of the upcoming school
year. Candidate must be Nexible, pay close attention to
details, and strive to uphold our Catholic teachings. (Work time
may be more or less depending on the day).

Please email or call Erica for more details.
989-224-2421 or kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org.
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Food�Bank�Donations

Food
 Box
 donations
 help

families
 in
 our
 community


through
the
Beacon
of
Hope
or
Basic
Needs
here
in

town.
Donations
can
be
placed
in
the
wooden
box
in

the
 back
 of
 church,
 at
 the
 top
 of
 the
 stairs
 by
 the

oJce.


Please
consider
purchasing
items
that
are
needed
for

our
Gluton�Free/Dairy�Free.��There�is�a�great�need�
for�this�type�of�food.

There
are
lists
of
suggested

gluten
free/dairy
free
items
by
the
Food
Bank
wooden

box.
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The�PPrraayyeerr��TTrreeee
is
an

organized
group
of
individuals
who
pray
for
our

parish
family.
Prayer
requests
are
conFdential
and

are
not
shared
with
anyone
outside
of
the
prayer

tree
members.
Parishioners
can
add
their
prayer

requests
for
themselves,
family
members,
or
friends

by
contacting
the
Parish
OJce
at
989-224-8994.

The
prayer
request
will
be
passed
on
to
the
prayer

tree
participants
within
one
business
day.


The
 prayer
 list
 published
 in
 the
 bulletin
 is
 not
 the

same
 as
 the
 Prayer
 Tree.
 To
 add
 an
 immediate

family
member
to
the
bulletin
prayer
list
call

the
oJce
989-224-8994.
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COMMUNITYKITCHEN

For more information about
volunteering, please email
Veronika Parsamova at

vparsamova@catholiccharitiesiec.org

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED IN THE
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED IN THE

Prepare and serve meals for breakfast and lunch
Monday-Friday at the Cristo Rey Campus. Volunteer
one day or multiple days per week.
We also need an afterschool meals transporter,
noon-2 p.m.

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1034

...or scan

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN
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Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner
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