
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

PastoralCare
Fr. Michael Williams
Deacon Jerry Fust
Deacon Eric Elstro

Worship
Music • Je� Richards

ParishLife
Parish Council • Dick Weller
Finance Council • ScoÊ Dzurka
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen
Business Manager • Steve Thelen
Maintenance • Glenn Esch
School Custodian • Steve Dyer

FamilyMinistries
Marriage PreparaGon • Fr. Michael Williams
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish o(ce
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells
Religious Educa�on Jen Nelson
Con*rma�on • Jen Nelson
Chris�on Ini�a�on of Adults • Amanda Grigar

Please call the parish o�ce for more
information on our Family Ministries.

MedicalEmergencies requiringan
AnointingoftheSick,

please call 989-227-1244.

St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421
Religious EducationOffice: (989)224-8537

RegularMassSchedule
Saturday • 5:00 p.m.
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
Mass in Spanish • 6:00 p.m.
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle�n)

SacramentofReconciliation
Tuesday • 5:30 p.m.
Saturday • 4:00 p.m.

Parish O	ce: (989)-224-8994

ALLAREWELCOME!
St.Joseph isaplaceof refreshment,peace
and love, a placeofministry and renewal.
Wewelcomeyou to be part of our faith
communitywhere theWordofGod is
proclaimed, friendship isofferedand the
Sacramentsarecelebrated.

110099 LLiinnddeenn SSttrreeeett
SSaaiinntt JJoohhnnss,, MMiicchhiiggaann 4488887799--11883377
((998899)) 222244--88999944
FFaaxx:: ((998899)) 222244--33447755
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

SAINT JOSEPH
CATHOLIC
CHURCH



TWENTY-SIXTH�SUNDAY�IN�ORDINARY�TIME �SEPTEMBER�27,�2026

Please�pray�for�our�
parishioners�and�
their�families,�
especially:

Adam
Ari

Chris
Dena
Don
Jill

Kristi

Michael
Sawyer�Ballinger�
Jan�Coffman�
Sherri�Couch

�Verena�DeBoer�
Taylor�B.

Mary�Enneking�
Keith�Enneking�
Trisha�Fisher�

Friend
Jack�Hagerty�

Georgia�Haught
Korine

Renee�McCausey
Teresa�Miller

Myan
Patrick

Danielle�P.
Jenny�Pytlowanyj�

Deacon�Marv�&�Tita�
Robertson

Patricia�Rojas
Mary�Schmitt

Joan�Schrauben�
Sherri

Cel�Zuker�Southard�

Katelyn�T.
KensingtonT.
Anne�Thelen

Jennifer
Brad�Walker�
Millie�Wassa�
Dan�Yurek

Please�pray�for�our�
parishioners�in�the�
service,�especially:

Jake�Hoskins
Jacob�Longoria

To�add�or�remove�a�name�
from�the�bulletin�prayer�
list,�please�call�the�parish�
office�at�(989)224-8994�or�
email�at�
Stjosephchurchstjohns@
gmail.com

*Please�note��only�immediate�
family�members�can�add�

names�to�the�bulletin.

KEEP�THEM� IN� YOUR�PRAYERS

2 BE� A�PART� OF�OUR� FAITH�COMMUNITY

The�Sanctuary�Lamp�will�
burn�from

September�27-October�6,�2026
in�memory�of

HHooppee��HHoosskkiinnss

THIS�WEEK’S�LITURGIES
Monday�●�September�28
Job�1:6-22/Luke�9:46-50
No�Mass

Tuesday�●�September�29�����������������������������������������������������������������������
Daniel�7:9-10,�13-14/or�Revelation�12:7-12ab/John�1:47-51
No�Mass

Wednesday�●�September�30
Job�9:1-12,�14-16/Luke�9:57-62� � ��������������������������������������������
No�Mass�

Thursday�●�October�1��������������������������������������������������������������
Job�19:21-27/Luke�10:1-12���������������������������������������������������
No�Mass

Friday�●�October�2�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
Job�38:1,12-21;�40:3-5/Matthew�18:1-5,�10
8:30�a.m.�Mass� Deceased�members�of�the�Oscar�and�� ��������
� � Bernita�Simon�Family� � �

By:��Roy�and�JoAnn�Simon

Saturday�●�October�3�����������������������������������������������������������������������
Job�42:1-3,�5-6,�12-17/Luke�10:17-24
8:30�a.m.�Mass� For�an�End�to�Abortion

5:00�p.m.�Mass� †Hope�Hoskins� � � �
By:�Dad

Sunday�●��October�4
Isaiah�5:1-7/Phillippians�4:6-9/Matthew�21:33-43
8:00�a.m.�Mass� †Gabrielle�Meese� � �

By:��Kathy�Orsonl

10:00�a.m.�Mass� †Dale,�†Agatha,�and�†James�Feldpausch�
By:��Family

12:00�p.m.�Mass��The�People�of�the�Parish

6:00�p.m.� Mass�in�Spanish

There�will�be�
No�Daily�Mass�or�Confessions
September�28-October�1st�

due�to�the�
Priest�Convocation

Exposition�of�the�Blessed�Sacrament:��
October�2�and�3

The� Blessed� Sacrament� will� be� Exposed� for� Adoration�
following�First�Friday�Mass�on�October�2nd�until�Benediction�
adn�Mass�on�October�3rd�at�8:30a.m.

We�are�in�need�of�subs�at�the�following�times:

Friday,� October� 2:� � 11:00� a.m.,� (2� needed),�����������
1:00� p.m.,� 2:00� p.m.,� 3:00� p.m.,� 5:00� p.m.,� and���
7:00�p.m.

Saturday,�October�3:��3:00�a.m.�and�4:00�a.m.

Please�text�or�call�Rebecca�at�989-292-2072�if�you�
will� attend� one� of� these� hours,� or� sign� up� in� the�
church�gathering�space.

Eric�Martin
Colby�Munger
Adam�Novak

Murray�Palmatier
Alex�Rojas

David�Seperic
Noel�Smith�II

Jordan�Van�Amburg

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss��
Douglas�and�Bridget�

(Voisin)�Wyman
����who�were�married�here�at������������������������

������������������������St.�Joseph�Church��� �����������������������
� �������������������September�19,�2026�TleSarah�

Gilloe�on�021.�



THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 3

WeAre All
Evangelizers
and whatever else is on

Deacon Eric's mind)

This, That and the Other
Every now and then I have a few
topics that I believe are noteworthy,
but are either too small to All a
column or are too large to be limited
to a 500-word piece. Today is one of
those days and I’ll start with an
overview of the newly formed St.
Joseph Media Academy that was
previewed in last week’s (9-20)
Sunday Bulletin.

I would like to emphasize from the
beginning: getting involved in the
academy could be one of the best
actions in instructing and protecting
our children parents can make. I am
not one who regularly uses
hyperbole (exaggeration) in my
communication, unless I’m trying to
get a laugh. Sowhen I talk about
how life-changing the Media
Academy can and will be for
parents and children alike, I do so
with the greatest sincerity.

I believe that most of us understand
how social media has created
avenues for those with agendas to
negatively aDect children. The St.
Joe Media Academy is building a
wide-ranging action plan to not only

help young people recognize and
steer clear of negative (and
sometimes evil) social media, but
learn to produce their own positive,
faith-based media in dealing with
pertinent social issues.

There is no way I could get all the
pertinent information into this piece,
so I want to direct everyone to last
week’s Sunday bulletin. On page six
there is a full-page Eier further
explaining the academy. An all
important website is listed that
explains virtually any question
parents and/or possible donors may
have: reachingmystar.com. Please
take the time to read the Eier and go
to the website. It will only take ten
minutes to scan the site. It may be
the most important ten minutes
you’ve invested in a long time.
________________
I want to take just a few moments to
direct everyone to some old-
fashioned media that is also well
worth your time. Parishioner Jane
Elizabeth Fox Motz has written an
engaging book entitled “Bullet
Proof” that takes the reader on a
spiritual journey with Jane following
a personal tragedy. Jane writes that
she used her mother Shirley’s
“bullet proof faith” as her guide to
rebuilding her own faith and
enhancing her relationship with
God. She has many copies
available for those who are

interested in purchasing a copy.
_________________
And to wrap things up today, I turn
to a little bit of Liguarian humor for a
couple grins, courtesy of the current
edition of the “Liguarian” magazine.
Since we started today’s column on
the serious side of computers, let’s
close on the lighter side with a
couple computer one-liners:

--The biggest joke on humanity is
that computers have begun asking
humans to prove they are not
robots.
--Just once, I want a username and
password prompt to say “close
enough.”
--Last night, the internet stopped
working, so I spent a few hours with
my family. They seem like
nice people.
-- Respect your elders. We
graduated from school without the
internet.

Deacon Eric
deaconeric@hotmail.com

Please note: There will be no
new Youtube columns until this
fall.

You can now watch and listen
to Deacon Eric’s previous
columns through this link on
Youtube.
https://www.youtube.com/
catholicChurch-StJohns

Priest Convocation prayer:
Gracious and loving God,

we thank you for the gift of our priests.
Through them, we experience your presence in the

sacraments.
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation, Set

their souls on Are with love for your people.
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and the

strength they need
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.

Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom.
Give them the words they need

to spread the Gospel.
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry.

Help them to become instruments
of your divine grace.

We ask this through Jesus, Christ,
who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest.

Amen

Eucharistic Rosary Congress
With Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday, October 8, 2026
St. Joseph Church will again be participating
in the Diocese-wide Eucharistic Rosary
Congress. The Blessed Sacrament will be
Exposed after the 8:30 a.m. Mass until
Benediction and Mass at 6:00 p.m.
The Rosary will be led on the hour. Please
sign up in the gathering space if you can
commit to a speciAc hour of Adoration. It is
not necessary to sign up, but it is helpful.

Please plan to join us!



4 FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED

SStt.. JJoosseepphh SScchhooooll
LLUUNNCCHH MMEENNUU
FFoorr tthhee wweeeekk ooff SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2288--OOccttoobbeerr 22,, 22002266
MMoonnddaayy:: SSwweeeett aanndd SSoouurr CChhiicckkeenn oovveerr rriiccee,, ppeeaass,,

ppiinneeaappppllee aanndd mmiillkk..
TTuueessddaayy:: SSllooppppyy JJooee wwiitthh ggrreeeenn bbeeaannss,, ffrruuiitt,, aanndd mmiillkk..
WWeeddnneessddaayy:: LLaassaaggnnaa wwiitthh bbrreeaadd ssttiicckk,, ggrreeeenn bbeeaannss,, ffrruuiitt,,

aanndd mmiillkk..
TThhuurrssddaayy:: HHoott ddoogg oonn aa bbuunn,, ffrreenncchh ffrriieess,, ffrruuiitt,, aanndd

mmiillkk..
FFrriiddaayy:: CChheeeessee oorr ppeeppppeerroonnii ppiizzzzaa,, ffrreesshh vveeggggiiee,,

ffrreesshh ffrruuiitt,, aanndd mmiillkk..

Milk choice includes chocolate fat free milk or
white 1% Low fat milk

Lunches are $3.25 Milk $0.50

Menu issubject tochange,basedon
foodavailability fromsuppliers.

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

TheChildren’sCollectionforSeptember
willbedonatedto:

St.JudeChildren'sResearchHospital.
September19and 20,2026 $ 72.50

Total $ 135.47

Stewardship
For the weekend of September 20, 2026
Adults (404) gi@s including online giving: ....$ 17,787.22
Loose Cash........................................................$ 666.66
Total: ..........................................................$ 18,453.88

Other Gi�s Received:
Educa�onal Trust Fund ....................................$ 21.00
Building Fund: ..................................................$ 235.00
Tui�on Scholarship Fund: ...............................$ 130.00

Our weekly average since July 1, 2026 is $18,412.79. If we
con�nue to keep this average, we will not meet our
budgeted goal.

K-9 Religious Education September/October:

September 30: K-8 Classes (6:00-7:15 p.m.)
October 7: K-8 Classes (6:00 - 7:15 p.m.)
October 14: K-8 Classes (6:00 - 7:15 p.m.) and

ConArmation Class (6:30 - 7:30 p.m.)
October 21: K-8 Classes (6:00 - 7:15 p.m.) and

ConArmation Class (6:30 -7:30 p.m.)
October 28: K-8 Classes (6:00 - 7:15 p.m.)
Contact Jen Nelson to register for more information at
(989) 224-8537 or dre.stjoseph@gmail.com

LiturgicalMinisters

October 3 and 4
Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Volunteer

Volunteer
8:00 a.m. Volunteer

Volunteer
10:00 a.m. Volunteer

Volunteer
12:00 p.m. Volunteer

Volunteer

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
5:00 p.m. Group 1
8:00 a.m. Group 1

10:00 a.m. Group 1

12:00 p.m. Group 1

Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Ann P.
8:00 a.m. Trevor H.

10:00 a.m. Karen D
12:00 p.m. Linda S.

Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5B
8:00 a.m. Group 8C
10:00 a.m. Group 10D
12:00 p.m. Group 12A

Collection Counters: September 28 Group 3

Sanctuary Cleaners: Ramona Smith and Leona Thayer

KITCHEN STAFF OPPORTUNITY
St. Joseph Catholic School is looking for an individual to All a
2-hour position to work in the kitchen Monday-Friday from
10:45 am to 12:45 p.m. for the start of the upcoming school
year. Candidate must be Eexible, pay close attention to
details, and strive to uphold our Catholic teachings. (Work
time may be more or less depending on the day).

Please email or call Erica for more details.
989-224-2421 or kitchen@stjoecatholicschool.org.
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6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED

QQuueessttiioonnss ffrroomm tthhee PPeeww::

WWhhyy ddoo CCaatthhoolliiccss hhaavvee ccrruucciiIIxxeess??
((PPaarrtt 11:: TThhee MMaassss))
DDeeppiiccttiinngg CChhrriisstt oonn tthhee CCrroossss mmaayy bbee tthhee
ssttaarrkkeesstt ''ddeeccoorraattiinngg'' ddeeppaarrttuurree bbeettwweeeenn ccaatthhoolliicc aanndd
ssoommee nnoonn--CCaatthhoolliicc CChhrriissttiiaannss.. MMaannyy ddiissppllaayy aa bbaarree
CCrroossss--eemmppttyy bbeeccaauussee CChhrriisstt iiss rriisseenn.. IInn CCaatthhoolliicc
cchhuurrcchheess,, tthhee ccrruucciiAAxx iiss kkeepptt ffrroonntt aanndd cceenntteerr wwiitthh tthhee
pprroocceessssiioonnaall ccrruucciiAAxx aanndd nnoorrmmaallllyy tthhrroouugghh aa ssttaattuuee oorr
aarrttwwoorrkk wwiitthhiinn tthhee ssaannccttuuaarryy.. WWee''rree nnoott iiggnnoorriinngg tthhee
RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn;; wwiitthhoouutt iitt,, CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy wwoouullddnn''tt eexxiisstt..
IInnsstteeaadd,, tthhee ccrruucciiAAxx ppooiinnttss ttoo ssoommeetthhiinngg ssppeeccAAcc:: wwhhaatt''ss
aaccttuuaallllyy hhaappppeenniinngg aatt tthhee MMaassss..

TThhee MMaassss iiss nnoott aa ssyymmbboolliicc rreeeennaaccttmmeenntt ooff tthhee LLaasstt
SSuuppppeerr.. NNoorr iiss iitt rree--ccrruucciiffyyiinngg CChhrriisstt aatt CCaallvvaarryy.. TThhee
MMaassss iiss CCaallvvaarryy;; tthhee ssaammee uunnrreeppeeaattaabbllee ssaaccrriiAAccee ooff
CChhrriisstt ffoorr uuss,, mmaaddee pprreesseenntt ttoo uuss.. AAtt tthhee LLaasstt SSuuppppeerr,,
CChhrriisstt ccoommmmaannddeedd,, ""DDoo tthhss iinn rreemmeemmbbrraannccee ooff mmee..""
((LLuukkee 2222::1199)).. TThhee GGrreeeekk wwoorrdd LLuukkee wwrroottee wwaass
aannaammnneessiiss,, wwhhiicchh mmeeaannss ssoommeetthhiinngg cclloosseerr ttoo ""mmaakkee
pprreesseenntt aaggaaiinn"" tthhaann ""rreeccaallll,,"" wwhhiicchh iiss wwhhaatt SStt.. PPaauull mmeeaanntt
wwhheenn hhee wwrroottee tthhaatt eevveerryy ttiimmee wwee eeaatt tthhiiss bbrreeaadd aanndd
ddrriinnkk tthhiiss ccuupp,, wwee pprrooccllaaiimm tthhee LLoorrdd''ss ddeeaatthh ((sseeee 11
CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1111::2244--2266,, wwrriitttteenn wwiitthhiinn aabboouutt 2200 yyeeaarrss ooff tthhee
LLaasstt SSuuppppeerr)).. TThhee AAppoossttlleess aanndd eeaarrllyy CChhrriissttiiaannss
uunnddeerrssttoooodd aanndd lliivveedd tthhiiss rreeaalliittyy ooff tthhee MMaassss ffrroomm tthhee
bbeeggiinnnniinngg.. DDuurriinngg tthhee MMaassss,, wwee aarree nnoott rreemmeemmbbeerriinngg
ssoommeetthhiinngg tthhaatt hhaappppeenneedd lloonngg aaggoo;; wwee''rree aatt tthhee ffoooott ooff
tthhee CCrroossss,, aass CChhrriisstt ppoouurrss HHiimmsseellff oouutt ffoorr uuss,, aanndd tthheenn
wwee rreecciieevvee HHiimm iinn hhoollyy ccoommmmuunniioonn.. TThhee CCaatteecchhiissmm ooff
tthhee CCaatthhoolliicc CChhuurrcchh ppuuttss iitt ppllaaiinnllyy:: ""TThhee ssaaccrriiffccee ooff CChhrriisstt
aanndd tthhee ssaaccrriiAAccee ooff tthhee EEuucchhaarriisstt aarree oonnee ssiinnggllee ssaaccrriiAAccee""
((CCCCCC,, 11336677))..

TThhee ccrruucciiAAxx aaccttss aass aa vviivviidd rreemmiinnddeerr ooff wwhhaatt CChhrriisstt ddiidd ffoorr
uuss,, aanndd ooff wwhhaatt oouurr wwoorrsshhiipp iinnvvoollvveess:: wwee aarree wwiittnneessssiinngg
aanndd rreecceeiivviinngg tthhee ssaammee sseellff--ggiifftt CChhrriisstt mmaaddee ffoorr uuss oonn
GGoooodd FFrriiddaayy.. WWhhiillee wwee aallssoo cceelleebbrraattee tthhee gglloorryy ooff tthhee
RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn aatt eevveerryy MMaassss,, tthhee ccrruucciiAAxx rreemmiinnddss uuss ooff
wwhhyy wwee aarree aabbllee ttoo cceelleebbrraattee iitt..

HHaavvee aa qquueessttiioonn??
EEmmaaiill RRCCIIAA..ssttjjoosseepphhppaarriisshh@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm,, oorr ssiimmppllyy wwrriittee
iitt ddoowwnn,, ppllaaccee iitt iinn aann eennvveellooppee llaabbeelldd ""QQuueessttiioonnss ffrroomm
tthhee PPeeww,,"" aanndd ddrroopp iitt iinn tthhee ccoolllleeccttiioonn bbaasskkeett -- iitt mmaayy bbee
ffeeaattuurreedd iinn aa ffuuttuurree ccoolluummnn..

TTuueessddaayy MMoorrnniinngg BBiibbllee SSttuuddyy
JJooiinn uuss ffoorr aann iinnssppiirriinngg

TTuueessddaayy mmoorrnniinngg BBiibbllee SSttuuddyy
aass wwee jjoouurrnneeyy tthhrroouugghh tthhee AAccttss ooff tthhee AAppoossttlleess!!

WWee mmeeeett iinn tthhee cchhuurrcchh bbaasseemmeenntt eeaacchh
TTuueessddaayy ffrroomm 99::3300 aa..mm.. ttoo 1111::0000 aa..mm..

BBrriinngg aa ffrriieenndd aanndd jjooiinn uuss ffoorr
uupplliiffttiinngg ddiissccuussssiioonnss aanndd ffeelllloowwsshhiipp!!

BBee tthhee CChhaannggee!!
Give Blood

Knights of Columbus Hall
BLOOD DRIVE

1108 N US 27, St Johns
Monday,October 5, 2026
10:45 a.m. to 55::3300 p.m.

To schedule an appointment, log into
RedCrossBlood.org (sponsor code: StJohnsKofC)

or call 1-800-RED CROSS(1-800-733-2767)

CCaalllliinngg AAllll MMoommss!!

JJooiinn uuss tthhee sseeccoonndd TThhuurrssddaayy ooff eeaacchh mmoonntthh iinn tthhee RReecceeppttiioonn
RRoooomm ((cchhuurrcchh BBaasseemmeenntt)) ffrroomm 77::0000pp..mm..--99::0000pp..mm.. aass wwee
mmeeeett ttoo sshhaarree tthhee jjooyyss aanndd cchhaalllleennggeess ooff mmootthheerrhhoooodd
tthhrroouugghh tthhee lleennss ooff oouurr CCaatthhoolliicc ffaaiitthh.. AAmmiidd tthhee ddaaiillyy nnooiissee
aanndd ddiissttrraaccttiioonnss ooff tthhiiss wwoorrlldd,,tthhiiss iiss aann ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo llooookk
ttoowwaarrdd hheeaavveenn aanndd rreeEEeecctt ttooggeetthheerr oonn tthhee ppaatthh GGoodd hhaass ppuutt
uuss oonn aass mmootthheerrss..

CCoommee ccoonnnneecctt wwiitthh ootthheerr mmoommss,, bbee rreenneewweedd iinn JJeessuuss
sstteeaaddffaasstt lloovvee,, aanndd ""LLeett tthhee ppeeaaccee ooff CChhrriisstt ccoonnttrrooll yyoouurr
hheeaarrttss,,tthhee ppeeaaccee iinn ttoo wwhhiicchh yyoouu wweerree aallssoo ccaalllleedd iinn oonnee
bbooddyy.. AAnndd bbee tthhaannkkffuull"" CCoolloossssiiaannss 44::1155

OOuurr nneexxtt mmeeeettiinngg iiss
TThhuurrssddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 88,, 22002266

OOtthheerr ccoommiinngg mmeeeettss aarree NNoovveemmbbeerr 1122 aanndd DDeecceemmbbeerr 1100tthh..



The Baby Shower Ministry
Beginning October 1st in honor of our

Holy Mother, we will be Alling a "Pack 'n
Play" for babies and their mothers to be
donated to the Shared Pregnancy in
Lansing.

Shared Pregnancy of Lansing wlil accept
all baby item donations,
but especially need the
following:

Larger diapers (sizes 3
and up), Pull ups, Baby
Wipes, Paper products
like facial tissue, paper
towels, toilet paper, and
personal items,

Thank you in advance for your support.

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1034

...or scan

(616) 527-3960
Text us for a Quote!
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(989) 593-3104

Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

THELEN

AAVVEE  SSCCHHRROOEEDDEERR  IIII  

Parishioners 

Dr. Amy Gentner
www.gentnerfamilydentistry.com 989-224-7559

Dr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy GentnerDr. Amy Gentner
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